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PREFACE. 



X HE favourable reception of the JuDenile 
Travellers has given encouragement to the 
present undertaking, vvitb a design to con- 
vey a general idea to the minds of children, 
of the variety of surface, produce, manufac- 
tures, and principal places of the British 
£fnpirq; ^connected with its geography, and 
the addition of historical and biographical 
anecdotes; a species of knowledge both 
useful and ornamental, but so diffused in 
numerous publications, that a sketch, hav- 
ing the air of a real tour, and containing 
the prominent features of the subject, was 
thought likely to prove a valuable addition 
lo the juvenile library. 
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IV PREFACE. 

Ill the execution of sach a de8ig;D, it is 
obvious that the author is indebted, for her 
materials, to a great number of the amus- 
ing and elegant tours that have of late 
formed a favourite department of British 
literature. 

The length, to which the most cursory 
description of the metropolis and its en- 
virons would unavoidably have led, sug- 
gested the idea that it would bie better to 
omit all notice of- it in the present* work ; 
but the success of this volume kaving con- 
firmed the hopes of the author, the same 
plan has been pursued' relative to the 
capital. 
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CHAP. I. 



2/r*. Middleton determines to travel. Her Party and Plan. 
Windsor Castle. The Order of the Garter. ^ 

Cf NE fine morning in May^.as Mrs. Middleton, 
a v?idow lady, who resided in the beautiful yil- 
]€ige of Aichmond, was sitting in the midst of hex 
children, at breakfast, Catherine, her eldest daugh- 
ter, about eleven years of age, struck with the 
agreeable change of season, exclaimed: ^*How 
tedious the winter has been ! I am tired of staying 
at Jhome. Now the weather is so pleasant, shall 
we not go to Brighton again, as we did last sum* 
mer, mamma ?" 

** J believe not," replied Mrs. Middleton ; " we 
have not the same reason that we had then for go- 
ing there ; Louisa's health is established, and I am 
not fond of watering-places: the manner of passing 
time is the same at most of them, and is but too 
well adapted to form habits of idleness land trifling, 
tfaai are disadvantageous to every body, but especi- 

B ally 



2 A FAMILY TOUR. 

ally to young people ; therefore, instead of going 
to a sea*bathing place, I intend to visit the lakes 
n6ar Keswick in Cumberland, where the sublimity 
of the views will delight you, and, in the way 
thither, you will have an opportunity of seeing a 
large tract of country, as we must pass through the 
middle of the kingdom/' ^' But shall we all go ?'* 
said the little Louisa; a question in which her 
brothers eagerly joined^ each fearful of not being 
included in the party. 

" Your health and improvement are the princi- 
pal objects of my journey," replied Mrs. Middle- 
ton ; " I have, therefore, no inclination to leave 
any of you at home; and, in return for this indul<* 
gence, I only require attention to those objects of 
curiosity, whether of nature or art, that the differ- 
ent parts of the country may present. Imprint it on 
your memories, that we do not travel fer the amusef^ 
laent of the moment, but for the sake of ooUeding 
useful knowledge. I am not going to gallop post 
from one end of the kingdom to the other, that I 
may boast of my adventures; but I intend to take 
sufficient time to inspect every thing worth observ-' 
ation, though it should lie a little out of the 
direct road« 

^ Mr* Franklin, one of my particular friends^ a 

person of great woitfa and intelligence, will ac*^ 

oompany us^ as your tutor, xny dear boys; and 

rWtU probably escort yon through the northom 

GOUJities^ whilst your sisters and I take* up o«ir 

residence 



fiEBKSHIBE. 3 

reddeace in sooae cottage on Uie borden of one of 
(be lakes." 

<< That will suit my taste completely," said 
Arthur, who was just fourteen ; << kovelty deligfits 
me; and when I am a man, [ will travel all over 
the world." " A rambling spirit," replied his 
mother, ^< differs much from the laudable cariosity 
of sntveying proper objects. Every gentlemaa 
shonld be well acquainted with the piodnctions, 
mantt&ctares, cariosities, and pecnliarities of his 
native country. The excursion I bow propose," 
continued she, <^I consider as the beginning of a 
tour through the whole empire ; in which, under 
*Mr. Franklin's care, I expect yon will acquire 
some of this information, and gain general im« 
provement, by the exercise of a habit of observa* 
tion and reflection on every thing you see. It is 
now time for us to separate to our different em* 
ploymeDts; you to your studies, whilst I shall 
ipake preparations for our journey." 

In a few days, every thing was ready for their 
departure: the expectation of pleasure put all the 
party into good humour, and they set out in the 
best spirits; the ladies in a phaeton, driven by a 
postillion^ and the gentlemen on horseback ; a mode 
of travelling they preferred to close carriages, for 
the sake of seeing the country. They reached no 
further than Windsor the first day, as they were 
desirous of seeing the Castle, and other public 
btiitdtflgs belonging to that town^ Here, indeed, 
B 2 were 
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' were so many attractions, that tbejr determined to 
halt till their curiosity was satisfied. Upon hearing 
at the inn that the royal &mily were there, and that 
it was expected that some of them would walk on 
ihe Terrace at noon, the entreaties of the young 
people were so pressing to. go thither directly, that 
Mrs. Middleton consented. The pleasure of see* 
ing the king, queen, and princesses, was great; but 
to walk with them in the same path, and to receive 
particular notice, was still more gratifying. Louisa, 
happening to <4>8enre a snail, as it was crawling 
across the walk, just before one of the princesses, 
stooped down at her feet, and carefully removed 
the poor insect out of danger. The princess, de^ 
lighted with the humanity of the action, and the 
interesting countenance of the little girl, expressed 
her approbation, and presented her with a rose that 
she had in her hand. Louisa received it modestly, 
and placed it in her bosom, where she wore it with 
a degree of self-complacency, even after its beauty 
was faded. The company at first absorbed the 
attention of our young travellers. Mrs. Middleton 
^ntinued her walk till the greater part had retired, 
that they might be the more forcibly struck with 
the beauty of the situation, the majestic appearance 
of the castle, and the extent of the noble terrace 
which surrounds it, superior to any thing of the 
kind in Europe. 

^^ This is a residence fit. only for kings," said 
Edwin. ^^ It ba9 been a favourite palace of several 

of 
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of OUT early monarchs/' replied Mr. Franklin : 
<< William the Norman laid the foundation of its 
present grandeur, by the erection of the castle, 
which served him for a hunting seat. His son, 
our first Henry, repaired it, and fortified it so skil- 
fully after the manner of those times, that it was 
esteemed, nextto the Tower, the most impregnable 
fortress in the kingdom. It was the birth-place of 
Edward the Third, who displayed the magnificence 
of his taste, in his attachment to the spot where he 
first drew breath. He took down the ancient castle^ 
and built a new one upon a larger scale, with the 
royal palace, its chapel, the round tower, St. 
George's Chapel and Hall, with many other ap* 
pertenanoes. Besides the military purposes of 
defence, for which castles were then principally 
designed, they served for prisons to captives taken 
in battle. John, king of France, and David, king of 
Scotland, were both confined here, as prisoners of 
'war, by Edward the Third. We will now, if you 
please, visit the inside of this stately castle, where, 
in St. George's Hall, I can show you a fine paint- 
ing, that represents the triumph of £dwaid, called 
the Black Prince, son of Edward the Third, over, 
these unfortunate kings. The monarch is seated, 
on a throne, receiving his captives: the prince, 
crowned with laurels, appears in a triumphal car, 
in the midst of the procession, attended by civery 
emblcni of a conqueror." 

They willingly acceded to Mr. Franklin's pro- 
posal, 
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posal, ftnd followed him to the upper court, or ward, 
of the castle. This court is a spacious square, con- 
taining, on the north side, the royal apartments, 
and the Chapel and Hall of St. George. The 
other part is appropriated to di&rent branches of 
the royal fiimily, or to the officers of the crown. 

The surprise of the children is not easily ex- 
pressed, on viewing the numerous apartments, 
splendidly adorned with handsome furniture, 
painted ceilings, fine pictures, rich gilding, and 
other ornaments ; but the size and magnificence af 
St. George's Hall are the roost striking, and made 
a strong impression on their minds. 

Mr. Franklin explained every thing to them with 
great clearness, particularly the historical and em-> 
blematical paintings: by the latter are meant those 
thai represent the virtues or vices, passions, and 
such-like objects, under the form of human beings.* 

Having attentively examined this part of the 
castle, Mrs. Middleton and her family proceeded^ 
to the Round Tower, which forms the west side of 
the upper court. It is inhabited by the governor 
of the castle, and stands on very high ground. It 
contains many noble apartments; The guard«room 
is furnished with arms^ which now serve more for 
ornament than i&e. The fetigue of ascending a- 
hundred stone steps, was amply repaid by the ex- 
tensive prospect seen from the top : it commands a 
beaotiful view of the forest, and, in a clear day, 
the eye reaches into twelve counties^ The lower 

court, 
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court, though more spacious than the upper^ haslets 
to engage a stranger's notice. It is chiefly com^ 
posed of houses for the Dean (a) and Caaons (b), 
and other officers of t]ie foundation: the Poot 
Knightsof Windsor are also here provided irith 
habitations. St* George's Chapel is situated in tbt 
midst of it: after undergoing various alterations in 
different reigns, it lay in a neglected state till it 
was repaired bj the present king, George the Thirds 
who has adorned it with a fiu^ altar-piece mod a 
painted window, by modem artists. It is a beaiH 
tiful Gothic edifice^ and particularly adisired fot 
the construction of its stone roof, which is snppCMrled 
in a curious manner, by the ribs from the clustered 
pillars. In the choir are the stalls of ibe tweaty-aul 
knights of the order of St. George^ and the ban* 
ners, or painted Sags, appropriate to each, hangisg 
over them, with a throne for the sovereign* 

Mrs. Middleton now thought her companioM 
had seen enough for, one day, and conducted thcoa 
back to the ian, where the evening passed plea* 
B^nily in conversing upon subjects connected wiA 
the castle and its history. 

Edwin, wbo was one year younger than his bro* 
ther, was a more silent character, and, from hi9 dif« 
fidenoe, less pleasing to strangers; but he was hia 
superior in attention and industry. No soomet 
were they quieUy seated in their own apartmenti, 
than he put a multitude of questions to Mr. Frank* 
lin ; amongst otbeir things, he wanted to kaow wbat> 

was 
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was meant by a Knight of the Garter, and to what 
use St. George's Hall was applied. 

« In the feudal (c) times," replied Mr. Franklin, 
** war was the occupation of every gentleman; and 
military orders, or companies of knights, were 
formed by sovereigns in many parts of Europe^ 
either for defence against infidels, (a term given to 
those who do not profess the Christian or Jewish 
faith,) or as an honourable distinction to such as 
had performed any memorable action. One of 
the most noble of these orders is that of the Garter, 
established by Edward the Third, in 1344. It 
consists of a sovereign, who is always the king of 
England; and twenty-six knights, many of whom 
have been sovereign princes. The poor knights 
are their pensioners, and are all gentlemen, who 
have either been wounded in the service of their 
country^ or reduced by misfortune to poverty." 
^^ I think a prettier title than the garter might 
have been chosen," said Catherine. " The order 
is said to have received that name," said Mrs. 
Middleton, « from the Countess of Salisbury, who 
dropped her garter as she was dancing at a ball : 
the king found it, carried it to the lady, and form- 
ed this institution in her honour." " This is a 
mere popular story," said Mr. Franklin : " it is 
fer more probable, that it was established on ac- 
count of the victorious battle of Cressy, where it is 
supposed the king's garter was displayed as a sig- 
nal to begin the engagement. St. George, of Cap- 

padocia," 
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padocia,'' continued Mr. Franklin, <^ is the tutelar 
saint of this order, as well as of England ; it is 
therefore often called the Order of St. George. 
The dress of the knights is extremely rich: on* 
public occasions they wear a mantle of blue velvet 
thrown across the shoulders, with a high velvet cap^ 
adorned with diamonds and feathers, according to^.^ 
the taste of the wearer: bat their chief distinctioo, 
which they never lay aside, is a blue ribbon, cross* 
ing the body from the left shoulder; on this is 
fastened the picture of St. George, enamelled on 
gold, and ornamented with diamonds. Garter 
King at Arras is an officer who presides over ih6 
ceremonies of the installation of a knight." Here 
the children importuned him to relate the forms 
used on this occasion, which he did as follows : 
^' In former times," said he, ^^ the knights elect, 
that is, those who were to be installed, went in 
solemn procession to Windsor, attended by their 
friends and dependents in the richest liveries, with 
great pomp, on horseback ; but now it is customary 
to go on foot from the castle to St. George's Cha- 
pel. On the morning of installation, the knights 
appointed by the sovereign to instal the knights 
elect, meet in the great chamber belonging to the 
dean, in the full habit of the order, attended by the 
proper officers ; the knights elect appear in their 
under habits, holding their caps in their hands. 
Thus assembled, they form a procession to St. 
George's Chapel, where they are received by the 
B 5 sovereign 
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sovereign on the throne; thej are preceded by the 
poor knights^ and garter king at arms, carrjbg the 
lobes, great collar, and George, of each knight, on 
fterimsoii velvet ensbion. Having preaented the 
garters of each knight (which are made of bloo 
velvet, embroidered with the motto JETom soit qtd 
midtfpense*) to the sovereign, he gives them to 
two of the senior knights, who buckle them on the 
left leg of their new associates, whilst an admonition 
is read to them io do nothing unworthy the high 
profession of knighthood. After being completely 
dressed with the mantles, &c. they are conducted 
to the sovereign, who, as they kneel before him^ 
puts about their neck a dark blue ribbon, to which 
is hung the George : upon this they kiss his hand, 
and the ceremony concludes >vitb offerings and 
prayers. A sumptuous entertainment is generally 
provided in St. Gf^orge's Hall, attended with music 
and every other testimony of joy." — ^< It must bo 
a splendid sight," said Catherine. ^^ There is no-^ 
thing but a coronation, in this country, equal to 
it," replied Mrs. Middleton. "Your drowsy 
eyes," continued she, " remind me that it is time 
to retire : let the first who wakes to<«morrow morn* 
ing summon the rest, that we may enjoy the 
beauties of the early day in Windsor Park-" 

* Shaji^e be to him w^ho thinks evil hereof. 
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CHAP. II. 

Eton College. Eton Moniem. A tint to Dr. HerMoheU 
Tark Place. Reading. Oxford. Blenheim. 

JL HE rising sun darted his rays through the 
cracks of the \vindow-shutter^ and awoke Arthur: 
he started up and roused bis brother : the whole 
party were presently equipped, and set out to take 
a walk in the Little Park, which surrounds the cas- 
tle. The freshness of the morning, the various tints 
of the shady forest, atid the melodious songs of the 
birds, animated them all, and recalled to Arthur's 
recollection the following lines of Pope : 

" Here waving groves a checker'd scene display. 
And part admit, and part exclude the day ; 
Tliere, interspcrs'd in lawns and opening glades. 
Thin trees arise, that shun each otber*s shades. 
Here in fall light the russet plains extend> 
T^ere wrapt in clouds the bluish hills ascend : 
E'en the wild heath displays her purple dyes. 
And 'midst the desert fruitful fields arise. 
That crown'd with tufted tre«s, and springing corn, 
X*ike verdant isles, the sable waste adorn.'* 

Had not hunger compelled them to return totbeiif' 
quarters, they would have loitered for hours in this 

charming 
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dxBLtming retreat ; but notwithstanding the keenness 
of their appetites, they spared time to admire the 
Queen's Lodge at the entrance of the park. After 
breakfast the horses were ordered, that they might 
ride through part of the Great Park to the keeper's 
lodge : the road thither is adorned with a double 
plantation of fine trees on each side. They were 
obliged to be contented with this partial view of the 
park, because it is of great extent, and contains seve« 
ral towns and villages, besides many fine seats. 

The town of Windsor might have claimed their 
notice, for its antiquity and handsome town-house 
and parish church ; but these were considered as 
mean, compared with the magnificent edifices that 
had so much delighted them. 

The river Thames separates Berkshire from 
Buckinghamshire, and runs between Windsor and 
Eton ; they are, however^ united by a bridge, which 
our travellers passed in the way to the college. 
This ancient structure contaius a hall, chapel^ 
library, and school-house, besides apartments for 
the masters and others. It being the hour of re- 
creation, the courts were filled with scholars^ who 
were diverting themselves with all kinds of sports. 
Arthur was ready to join them ; but Edwin drew 
back, as if fearful of giving ofience. 

Louisa wanted to know why they wore such odd 
black gowns, without sleeves, over their clothes, 
and square hats covered with velvet. Mr. Franklin 
told her that scholars in universities and colleges 

generally 
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generally wear this dress, or one very much like it, 
as a distinction. "Eton College," continued he, 
^< is a royal foundation, established by Henry the 
Sixth, for the education of seven boys, ivho, when 
qualified, are elected to King's College, Cambridge. 
The Etonians have a peculiar custom, called the 
MoMem^ of going in procession, once in three years, 
to Salt Hill, a few miles distant, where a great deal 
of company is generally assembled to see them. 
The scholars who collect the money are called 511A- 
bearersy and wear rich fency dresses, with satin bags, 
ornamented with gold and foils. They surround 
all the carriages they meet, offering their bags for 
salt, as it is termed ; but money is the salt they col- 
lect, for the support of the captain of thefichool,in 
bis studies at Cambridge. His majesty and the royal 
family, with many of the nobility and others edu« 
cated at Eton, have contributed so liberally on this 
occasion, as to increase the collection to 800/. Mr. 
Franklin was not able to satisfy the enquiries of his 
young companions as to the origin of this custom. 
^^ It is conjectured," said he, " to have arisen from 
an ancient ceremony, observed in many cathedrals, 
of electing a boy from the choristers, to represent 
the character of a bishop, as it was anciently ob- 
served on the festiTal of St. Nicholas, the patron 
of children. The Bairn, or Boy-Bishop, as he 
vas called, wore the episcopal habit, and assumed 
a sort of mock dignity, corresponding with the 
assumed character. Thb practice was abolished 
Q& account of the irregularities it produced." 

Having 
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Haviag again put tfaemgelves in motion, they 
proceeded' towards Maidenhead, casting many a 
look of regret behind them, as the tall trees of 
Windsor Forest, and the turrets of the easily 
seemed to recede from their view. New objects, 
however, of a most interesting nature, presented 
themselves at Slough, where they were introduced 
by Mr. Franklin, to his particalar friend, I>r» 
Hersche], who, with the greatest hospitality, so 
earnestly pressed Mrs^ Middleton, with her family, 
to remain at his house one night, that she could not 
civilly have refused, bad not her desire of knowing 
this great astronomer and bis amiable sister, indu- 
ced her to accept his offer. 

The day passed in an interchange of the usual 
civilities, mixed with improving conversation ofl 
the wonderful construction of the heavens, the im- 
mense distance of the fixed stars, and other paiti« 
cnlars, tending to fix the attention of the junior 
part of the company especially, on the infinite 
power ^nd goodness of the Great Creator, who has 
extended the blessings of existence so fur beyond 
the bounds of our imagination. 

About ten o'clock at night, they were ufi^ered 
into a room decorated with maps, astronomical in- 
struments, spheres,' celestial globes, and a harpsi- 
chord. Here they found Miss Herscbel, whoBS^ 
they had missed some time before, seated at a table. 
She had a large book open before her, a pen in bet 
band, and her eyes fixed alternately ou the hands of 

a pendolum 
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pendulum clock, and the iadex of another iostru- 
ment placed beside her. She ioformed them (hair* 
the Doctor had retired to bis observatory, and that 
sbe ivas marking dol¥n the result of his observa* 
tians^ communicated to her bj strings from hia 
telescopes, giving certain signals agreed upon 
between themselves. The amiable spectacle of a 
brother and sister, thus affectionatelj uniting their 
talents in the pursuit of an abstruse science, was 
troly delightful, and afforded Mrs. Middleton a 
striking opportunitj of enforcing the advantages 
of union and domestic attachment. 

From this apartment they were conducted to the 
observatory, which is erected on a plain, having 
an extensive view of the horizon. The telescopes 
are ingeniously fixed, so that a servant placed in a 
kind of chamber beneath them, by means of ma- 
chinery, turns the telescope and the observer toge- 
ther in a circle, with a gradual motion, correspond- 
ing to that of the earth • Two of the telescopes are 
of uncommon size ; the largest is forty fe^ long^ 
and the other twenty. They are mounted on Jarge 
standards, rising above the house, and furnished 
with vast mirrors, which reflect the stars noticed 
by the philosof^er. A clear, tranquil night, greatly 
heightened their enjoyment, and enabled them to 
behold many wonders in the starry firmament, of 
wluch before tfaeybad.no conception. Amongst 
others, they saw, with admiration, the light of a 
star many hundredsof milUons of miles distant from. 

our 
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our earth) cast so strongly, by means of the mirror, 
on a piece of paper inscribed with, very small 
writing, that they could easily discern and count 
the letters. Mr. Franklin, who had been here be- 
fore, pointed out to his pupils the menlbrable tele* 
scope with ivhich Dr. Herschel discovered anew 
planet, called the Georgium Sidus, in 1781. 

With minds deeply impressed with the sublime 
objects they had been viewing, they retired to sleep 
at a late hour, and in the morning proceeded to 
breakfast at Maidenhead. 

From Maidenhead Bridge there is a delightful 
prospect over a hill, extending to the right bank 
of the Thames, and on the top of it stands a beau* 
tiful seat called Taplow ; and near it the ruins of 
another, lately consumed by fire, named Ciifden, 
formerly inhabited by the Prince of Wales, father 
to the present king. The country through which 
they passed to Henley, was pleasantly varied with 
hill and dale. A fine villa, called Park Place, is 
situated in i<s neighbourhood. The grounds are 
laid out with much taste, and command an exten* 
sive prospect. At this town they passed the night, 
and in the morning pursued the route to Oxford. 

On the road, Mr. Franklin remarked that they 
bad seen only the eastern side of Berkshire, which 
is chiefly occupied by Windsor Forest, and has 
much uncultivated ground. /^A range of chalk 
bills," continued he, ^^ runs across to the westward, 
and bounds the noted Yale of White Horse, so 

named 
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named from the ^gantic figure of a horse radely 
sketched on the naked side of a chalk-hilK This 
vale, and the cultivated parts of the county, are 
fertile, and yield plenty of excellent grain : parti- 
cularly barley, M^hich is malted at Reading and 
other places, and is sent to London." 

" Which are the rivers that water this county ?" 
said Edwin. 

« The Thames," replied Mr. Franklin, " is one 
of its principal ornaments, and of great benefit, in 
conveying malt, its staple commodity, to the me- 
tropolis. The Kennet is celebrated for its eels, and 
is also navigable. The Lamborn and the Loddon 
are smaller streams, that flow into the Thames. 

^' The chief town is Reading, which is large and 
populous. It gave birth to Archbishop Laud, who 
suffered martyrdom in the troublesome timea of 
Charles the First. Newbury is another consider- 
able town, where the clothing manufactory once 
flourished, but is now greatly declined. Alfred 
the Great, our country's boast, was born at Wan- 
tage, a small town in this county ; and Pope, the 
celebrated poet, drew his first breath within the 
boundaries of Windsor Forest. 

The turrets and spires of Oxford appearing be- 
fore (hem, put an end to the conversation. This 
fine, city is situated in the midst of verdant mea- 
dows, on a gently rising ground, at the union of 
the Cherwell and the Thames, and was, in ancient 
times, surrounded with walls, as may yet be seen 

by 
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by 8oroe of their renains. The f r&ndenr of the 
principal street, through which thej entered the 
city, struck everyone of the party with admiration. 
It is e^ctremely wide and long, and adorned on each 
aide by handsome houses and noble colleges, inter* 
mixed with tLe foliage of tall trees belonging to 
the public walks and gardens* They felt as if 
they were transported on a sudden to Athens or 
Rome : nor did the first impression raise a false 
expectation : several days were agreeably employed 
in visiting the public structures of this celebrated 
university. To describe minutely all they saw would 
be tedious, as there arc twenty colleges, and five 
halls, besides churches, libraries, and other edifices. 
Many of the colleges are large and magnificent, 
and richly endowed by the founders, for the gene* 
rous purpose of promoting knowledge* Alfred is 
supposed to have been one of its earliest patrons; 
or, as some say, its restorer, after having declined 
from a more ancient period. The avcbitectlire (d) 
of the colleges shows that they were built in dif- 
ferent ages, some of them being antique, and others 
modern. That of Christchurch was founded by 
Cardinal Wolsey. In the centre is a noble Gothic 
entrance. The gate is crowned with a beautiful 
tower, containing ten n»usical bells, and a great 
bell called Tom, which weighs nearly seventeen ^ 
thousand pounds. The sound of this mighty bell, 
at nine in the evening, is the signal for every stu* 
dent in the university to repair to his own college. 

Christchurch 
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Christchurch consiafs of four large squares. The 
hall is remarkable for its size^ the church is a ve<« 
nerable structure, and the roof of its choir is ad** 
mired as a beautiful piece of stone-work. Queen's 
College, so called from Philippa, queen of Edward 
the Third, whose memory will eyer be dear to the 
humane, for saving the self-devoted citizens of 
Calais (e), has been rebuilt. In the middle of the 
front is a superb cupola, or dome, under which is 
a statue of Queen Caroline, the amiable consort of 
George the First. It stands on an oblong square^ 
divided into two courts; the first is nearly sur« 
rounded by a beautiful cloister. After traversing 
from college to college, till their eyes were weaiy 
with looking at the gaudy colours of painted win- 
dows, and a pTofioraion of fine pictures, statues, 
and other curiosities, it was a delightful refreshment 
to Mrs. Middleton and her family, in going through 
the centre of that of Magdalen, to find themselves 
in the midst of a green paddock, formed into many 
agreeable walks and lawns, and inhabited by a 
herd of deer. Their fatigue was not sufficient to 
deter them from proceeding, after a little rest, to 
the library founded by Dr. Ratcliffe, who left forty 
thousand pounds for building, repairing, and fur-i* 
nfshing it with books. It is a perfect rotunda, of 
prodigious dimensions, surrounded by a grand gal* 
lery and ballustrade, supported by very beautiful 
pillars. The whole is adorned and elegantly finish- 
ed with festoons of fruits and flowers, and a variety 
of other rich carvings. The children, from an 

apprehensio u 
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apprehension of danger, could hardly be persuaded 
to ascend the stone staircase, which reaches to the 
top of the dome, and is constructed geometrically, 
so as to appear to have no other support than one 
stair lying on another. When they had reached 
the last stair, tliey were dizzy with looking down, 
it being formed spirally, like a corkscrew. The 
view from the dome commands the principal 
churches, colleges, and public buildings in Oxford. 
A pair of Roman Candelabra, or, as we should 
call them, stands for lights, found at Tivoli, in 
the ruins of Adrian's villa, are preserved here; 
they are of alabaster, and represent storks in the 
attitude of stretching out their long necks to the 
utmost extent, reaching much above the height of 
the tallest man. On their beaks rest flat pieces of 
marble, intended to support lamps. "What a 
noble idea of Roman magnificence do these an- 
tique rarities give us," said Mrs. Middleton, «as 
we may suppose the rest of their domestic furniture 
accorded with these specimens." 

The next object of their attention was the Theatre, 
a magnificent structure, erected for celebrating the 
public acts of the University ; such as the annual 
commemoration of its benefactors, and other solem* 
nities. Its form Is that of a D. It has a fine emblem- 
atical painted ceiling, which exercised theingenuitjr 
of the elder children to explain. On the west side of 
the Theatre stands the Ashmolean Museum, an ele- 
gant modern edifice, built by Sir Christopher Wren • 
U is divided into two stories: the lower is appro* 

priated 
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priated to chemical experiments; the upper con- 
tains a valuable coU'ection of natural and artificial 
coriosities and Roman antiquities. In the Picture 
Gallery they saw the portraits of many great men, 
eminent fbr talents and learning. " These," said 
Mr. Franklin, « were once boys like you : by the 
same means that raised them to honour, (industry, 
perseverance, and seizing every opportunity of im- 
provement,) you may attain likewise to be dis- 
tinguished ornaments of the age you live in, and, 
after death, your names will be remembered by 
posterity with equal reverence and gratitude." 

The next day being Sunday, they attended divine 
service in St. Mary's Church, one of the fourteen 
parish churches of this city. It is a fine Gothic 
building, with a beautiful tower, one hundred and 
eighty feet high. In this church the University at- 
tends the service, which induced Mrs. Middleton to 
prefer it. It consists of three aisles, with a spacious 
choir : the pulpit is placed in the centre of the mid- 
dle aisle; at the west end of it stands the vice- 
chancellor's throne, and beneath it are the thrones of 
the two proctors. There are seats which descend 
on each side, for the doctors and heads of houses; 
and beneath these are seats for the young nobility. 
The inferior degrees are arranged, according to their 
iank ia the University, in the area of the church. 

Oxford is a place of great antiquity. There are 
tecords of many religious houses, such as nunneries 
ftnd monasteries, being established here long before 

the 
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the Norman conquest. The unfortumte Charks 
the First held his court in this city daring theciyii j 
wars, which produced many military aciiona in its 
vicinity ; that of Chalgrave, near Walliagtoo, in 
1643, though but a skirmish, deserves to be remem- ^ 
bered, as being fatal to that illustrious patriot, John 

Hampden, whose virtuous resistance to the afbi* i 
Irary measures of the court, was a principal means 
of rescuing his country from despotism^ 

Having pretty well satisfied their curiosity at 
Oxford, Mrs. Middleton proposed setting out next 
morning to Woodstock, near which place stands 
tlie princely palace of the Duke of Marlborough, 
built at the public expence, and named Blenheim) 
as a memorial of his signal victory over the French 
at Hochstet, or Blenheim, in Germany. The day 
being remarkably fine, without too much heat, it 
was determined to defer seeing the manufactures of 
Woodstock,^ which consist of a most delicate kind of 
wash-leather gloves, and ornamental works in steel 
of the highest polii^,) and proceed, without delay, 
to the park and gardens belonging to Blenheim. 

They entered through a prodigious, grand tri- 
umphal arch, erected by the duchess of the Great 
Duke, (as he is called by way of distinction,) to the 
memory of her husband. No sooner had they 
passed the portal, than astonishment and delight 
were marked on every countenance. A multitude 
of objects, at once new and beautiful, burst sud- 
denly on their views the palace, the park, and the 

magnificent 
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tnagnifioent bridge thrown across ttc caoal. The 
jpaoftl itself, which winch in so many directions, aod 
raries so naturally its appearance, that it is difficalt 
to be pennaded that it is only a canal, is disposed 
with SQch art as to form the principal ornament of 
the grounds^ The fine walks, groves, and vistas, 
are contrived to terminate with some agreeable ob- 
ject; fmm one is perceived a village church; from 
another a temple or an antique statue ; and, through 
the opening of a third, appears the curling smoke 
of some rural cot. Catherine was charmed with a 
beautiful fountain, representing, under the form of 
river g)ods,the:Nile, the Rhine, the Danube, and the 
Tiber, placed in the midst of a spacious basin^ 
that receives the waters of the grand canal. The 
boys felt the strongest interest in observing the 
pillar on which the victories of the great Duke of 
MarU>oroii^ are recorded. Louisa, who was 
that day nine years old^ was delighted to pass her 
biith-4ay in such a paradise; no part of which 
plensed her so well as the flower-garden, screened 
from every wind, and almost concealed from every 
intriider, by a thick plantation of tall trees. It is 
filled with such a collection of aromatic flowers^ 
of variegated hues^ from all climates, that even in 
Sicily it could scarcely be exeeeded • 

On entering the house^ they passed through a 
superi) arcade to li grand hall^ which is as high as 
the roof; and at the top oftheeolonnadc is a reser-^ 
voir^ that supplies every part of this immense 

building 
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boildiDg with water. The wholestracture, thoogh 
magnificent, is thought heavy by critical judges o( 
architecture. The tapestry and pictures, with which 
many of the numerous apartments are hung, repre* 
sent the battles won by the duke ; others are adorn- 
ed by the works of the first masters in painting, on 
other subjects; which, with a profusion of superb 
looking-glasses, rich gildings, and every other or* 
nament that luxury can devise, form a curious and 
beautiful assemblage of the works of art, and area 
fine specimen of the surprising change, produced 
by the ingenuity of man, on the rude materials fur- 
nished by nature. The library accords with the 
other parts of the palace in magnificence : it is sup- 
ported by superb marble pillars, is two hundred feet 
long, and contains twenty thousand volumes. 

Our travellers did not retire to the inn till they 
were compelled by the dusk of the evening. Their 
heads being crowded with images, they felt no in- 
clination to sleep. Mr. Franklin amused them till 
later than the usual hour, by relating the principal 
events of the Duke of Marlborough's life, and the 
ancient state of Woodstock. In the time of the 
Saxons, according to his account, it was the seat of 
a rojal palace, inhabited for a time by Alfred, and 
was afterwards a favourite retreat of Henry the 
Second, who built a palace for the residence of 
Fair Rosamond, in the recesses of a wockly laby- 
rinth. It i^ now an inconsiderable town, known 
chiefly by its vicinity to Blenheim. 

CHAP. 



CHAP- III. 

Stratford and Shakespeare The Entertainment of Stuen 
Elizabeth at Kenelworih Castle. Coventry, Hermitage. 
Bimdr^ham and Mr, Baulton, lAcl^d. Derby, 

Leaving Woodstock^ Mrs. Middleton and her 
companions went forward, through a stony, hilly 
coontry, to Banbury, a town situated on the Cher- 
well, where the children, hungry with their ride, 
feasted on Banbury cakes. Thomas the postillion 
was equally pleased with.lhe cheese and malt liquor, 
for both of which this place is famed. In the war 
between the Lancastrians and Yorkists, the Earl of 
Warwick defeated the latter near Banbury, in 1469, 
and made Edward the Fourth prisoner* . Having 
passed the Edge Hills, ^hey entered Warwickshire, 
and descended into the Yale of Red Horse, rich iii 
com-fiQlds and pasturage. Stratford, upon the 
river Avon, being celel^rated as the birth-place of 
Sbakespear, invited them to stop, and pay a vbit 
to the house where this admirable genius was born. 
It stands in the main street, and is a small house, in* 
habited by poor people. The remains of his chair 
are still shown ; and each of the children <;arried 
away a small piece of it as a relic. About thirty 
c years 
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yeaiB ago, a grand jubilee, or festival, was held here 
jR hm hotiomr, faj Garridk^ whose diaamtie lalente 
in representing the characters Shakespear drew, 
nearly equalled those of the writer. But his merit 
was of a more traii»ent nature, and must be for« 
gotten ; whibt that of Shakespear is better under- 
stood, and more highly prized^ than when his 
wotks fitst appeared. 

Having nothing to detak thett, Ihey went on 
briskly to Warwick, which is an ancient town, 
situated on a rocky eminence above the Avon, and 
^roWiKJd with a fine cattle of (he Earls of Warwick, 
oine of whom, hamed Guy, w^s k famous waitiot 
in th6 reign of King Athelstan the Saxon. His 
[iWordand military accoutreihenfs are still shoWn 
to strangers ; but the exploits related of him nte so 
^ttra^rdinary, that they are regarded as no mote 
thaii romantic tales. The streets are broad and 
^regular, and remarkable for fbdr deanliness. It 
is a plaice 6f no trade, ttnd chiefly inhabited tyy 
i^dntry. 

Wiiiding along the bafiks of the Avon, wbicii 
cros^e^ this coanty from the east to the south-West, 
our travelling paily reached the fine ruins of Kenel- 
wo Ah Castle, built in the reign of Henry the fh^. 
Edward the Second, after he was deposed, wasoon- 
firidd here, previously to his reitioval to Pontdilict. 
^e rem£iiiiS ^how that it was once a place bf great 
HtXti^i ahd fnagniflcence. Dudley, earl of Ldees* 
ittf. 6nb of Queen Slizabeth's favottrites, enter- 
tained 
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taiiied hk lajal mistress heie with all tfae spleir* 
dour of that age. Mr. FrankliA cemaiked, that 
some particabrs of her reception would affixrd a 
cniioiis speeiaieo of the maBoers of flie great in hei 
reiga. <* Atthe queen's eotomce," said be^ ^^a 
floating island was discerned upon the pool^ glit* 
teriog with twcheS) oa which sat theladj of the 
lake, attended by two nyinphs, who addressed hex 
majicsty by a po^oal history of the castte and its 
oiniers; and music dosed the oration. Within the 
base court was erected a stately bridge, over which 
the queen was to pass, enclosed on each side with 
columns, upon which wqre placed presents from 
the heath^ deities to her majesty. SyWanus 
ofieiedacageof wild-fowl, and Pomona several 
kinds of fruits, Ceres gave corn; and Bacchnsi 
wine* Neptune presented sea^fish, Mars the ha* 
bilimeats of war, and Phoebus all kinds of musical 
ifistruments. Nineteen days weiepassed in a variety 
of spoits and shows, in which it is difficult to decide 
whether the adulation of the earl, or the vanity of 
the queen, who could relish such flattery, wap the 
greatest. The ch^e was pursued by a savage mani 
attended by satyrs. Bear-baitings, fire-works^ 
Italian tumblers, a country bridal, running at the 
quittUn, and morice dancing, succeeded each other i 
and that no amusement mighit be wanting, the 
Coventry mm. acted the ancient play, called 
Hack's Tuesday, representing the d|estructipn of 
the Danes in the i^ga,o( £tbelred, which pleased 
this spuited princess no wdl^ that sh^ rewarded 
c 3 them 
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them with a brace of bucks, and a present in money. 
The assiduity of her favourite seems to have put her 
in high good humourf*'for she knighted sevenl of 
the Company )^Mid, in compliance with the supersti- 
tion of the times, touched some persons who weie 
afflicted with the evil, in order to affect their cure.'' 
The large and ancient city of Coventry claimed 
observation, lK)th for itsmano&cturesandantiqui- 
ties. The town is rather disagreeable, having nar- 
row streets, and old-fashioned houses, that project 
every story till they nearly meet at top. In very 
early times, cloth and bonnets of a particular kind 
were manufactured here. In t|he sixteenth cen- 
tury, the inhabitants made vast quantities of blue 
thread, which has given the name of Coventry- 
thread to all thread of that colour. At present they 
excel in making ribbons. It is supposed that ten 
thousand people obtain a living by this light but 
elegant fabric, which has the advantage, over 
many others, of giving employment to women. 
Catherine was much pleased at seeing them work, 
and thdught Ae should soon be capable of manag- 
ing a loom herself. After watching the ribbon- 
weavers some time, they set out to view the town. 
The mark^-place is spftcious. There was, till 
lately, a fiiie cross in the midst of it, that was much 
admiied for its workmanship, being sixty feet 
high, and adorned with the statues of many of the 
kings of England ; but becoming ruinous it has 
been pulled down. This' city had formerly many 
religious houses : a few ruins are all that remain to 

tell 
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tell where they stood. Some buildings of moie /^ 



/ 



modern dtlte deserve to be Bflfeationed. ^1"^ / '^^ ^ 



Immediately withfai the walls^^ftty found tne 
church of St. John, a handsome structure, with a 
tower rising from the centre. From this church 
they were conduct^ io Bablake Hospital, a chari- 
table asylum for old men and boys, founded by 
Mr. Thomas Wheatley, mayor of Coventry in 
1556. A nice sense of honour, that deterred him 
from applying to his own use a sum of money that 
came into his hands in an extraordinary manner^ 
was the cause of his building this hospital. Being 
engaged in the iron trade, he sent his servant to 
Spain to purchase some barrels of steel gads. 
When the casks were examined, they were found 
Xo contain cochineal and ingots of silver. AftcK 
fruitlesss endeavours to rectif)^ the mistake, and 
restore this valuable treasure to its right owner, he 
bestowed the money it produced, to which he 
added his-own estate, on the building and endow- 
ment of this institution. St. Michael's church has 
one of the most beautiful steeples in Europe. It 
is of a surprising height, and so iSnely proportion- 
ed, that it is esteemed a master-piece of art. The 
town-hall is a venerable pile, with fine painted 
windows: it serves the double purpose ofaccom- 
. modating the corporation on public occasions, and 
the gentry as a ball-room. Here is the head of a 
canal, intended to unite the Staffordshire Grand 
Trunk with the Thames, at Oxford. 

By way of an evening walk, Mrs; Middleton 

proposed 
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proposed taking a view of Guy*8 ClilF, yrhich is a 
huge rock on the irestern side of the Atod. As 
ancient sforjr tetts, a hermit here dug himself a 
eell, as a proper place fer soKtnde; bat could not 
enjoy his soHtude alone, for Guj, the ftmotos earl, 
grown abo tired of society, withdrew from the 
world, and partook his hermitage with him. 

As they were convening by the way, Mr. Frank* 
Ihi remarked, that Dr. Nehemiah Ghrew, a great 
imtaralist, and celebrated for a valuable work on 
flie anatomy of plants, was bom at Coventry. 

Being confined to no dired: road, ft was agreed, 
upon leaving Coventry, to proceed to the popnloQi 
town of Birmingham. Some part of it it well built ; 
but the lower streets, that are filled with ware- 
houses and workshops, are old and irr^ular, and 
constantly covered with a cloud of smoke, issuing 
from the innumerable finges that are emj^oyed 
continually in the different manwfactures. From 
the appearance of the houses, the bustle in the 
H^treets, and the rattling of coaches, Lonisa mislook 
it for London: indeed, it bears a strong resem* 
blance to some parts of the metropolis. Severfllr 
days were busily spent in observing the pro^eesses 
of the various arts that employ men, women, and 
children. The works thaft are carried on here are 
chiefly in iron, steel, and other metals, besides 
papier machee and japan ware. Nothing could 
exceed the children's attention. The process of 
whitening pins first excited their curiositj. They 
irere surprised to see, in a pan filled i^ith alternate . 

layers 
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mingham, at a much lower price than from any 
other place. The coal is conveyed by a canal from 
Wednesbury in Staffordshire, which has likewise 
a communication with the Grand Trunk from the 
Trent to the Severn, by means of a branch passing 
by Wolverhampton. 

After having exhausted the shops and manu&Q- 
tones in the town, Mrs. Middleton procured an 
introduction to Mr. Boulton *, of Soho, at about 
two miles' distance, where the vast variety of ma- 
chines and ingenious contrivances for diminishing 
the labour of the workmen, and producing effects 
beyond the capacity of the strength of man, excited 
astonishment, and occupied their attention in a very 
agreeable manner. The polite hospitality of the 
owner, who attended them thtough every part of the 
vrorks, and afterwards entertained them with great 
liberality at his noble mansion, rendered the enter- 
tainment of the day complete. He informed them, 
that the hill on which his manufactory stands, was, 
but a few years ago, a barren heath, with no build** 
ing upon it but the naked hut of a warrener, situated 
on its bleak summit. << What a pleasing reflection 
must it afford you," said Mr. Franklin, ^Ho have 
been the happy instrument of producing such a 
change ! Now, one side of it displays a scene of 
rural elegance, in the arrangement of beautiful plea- 
sure-grounds, intermixed with wood, lawn, and wa- 
ter ; whilst the other marks your pFOsperity,and the 

* Mr. fioulton ig slace deceased. 

diffusion 
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difiiision of bappiness and employment, to six 
hundred of your fellow-creatures." As they were 
making these remarks, they . were led into fine, 
spacious squares, appropriated either to work- 
shops, or houses for the p^pie. The water of an 
extensive ppQ],,at the approach to these buildings, 
is conveyed to a large water-wheel in one of the 
courts, by means of which a prodigious number of 
di&rent kinds of tools are set in motion. 

Toy» and utensils of various sorts, in gold, silver, 
$teel, copper, tortoise-shell, enamels, and many 
vitreous and metallic compositions, with gilded, 
plated, and inlaid works, formed with the highest 
elegance of taste, and executed in the most perfect 
manner, excited the admiration of every one present 
The saperiorify of these works may be attributed, in 
part, to the establishment of a seminary of arts for 
drawing and modell.iog. Men of genius, attracted 
by the fine taste and liberality of Mr. Boulton, were 
drawn together, and their united efibrts have pro- 
duced extraordinary effects. The metallic orna- 
ments, in imitation of the or moluy consisting of 
vases, tripods, candlesticks, &c. soon^made their 
way, not only to tbechimney-pieces and cabinets 
of the nobility and curipus of this kingdom, but 
likewise to France ^nd .almost eveiy part of JEJurope. 
. The ingeinious art of copying pictures in oil* 
colours, by a mechanical process, was invented at 
Soho, and brought to such adegipe of perfection, 
that these copies were often mistaken for originals by 
c 5 the 
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l«l<D«Bi*teof akindirf iiiituw,«bei«u^^^ 
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the cakes ofoopper, bot, *iiloiAecte? thea fineWi- 
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effected ljy strong men. The steam-engine pcf* 
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exactness, by a few boys, than could be done wi*' 
OKt dt, fay a gfoat 'number of powerfiilmen. W* 
(Mb smreUineiy, between thirty and forty thoaso"*^ 
pioces may be coined in an hoor: so great is toe 
advanlageof mechanical powers above tbaiof hand 
labotir* Aqf iron ibondery has been founcl neces* 
sary to promote and pet^feet the manufai^oiy ^^ 
tfleam-engtttes, where the force of steam is sucoess- 
fallyiapplied'to fbe 'boring of cylinders, pumps, &c. 
to driiliog, to turning, to blowing the melting fo^' 
naces, and many etcher purposes that dimiA^b 
labour and produce the |*Featest exactness. 
Hif^lyebarmed with their reception, and the 

multitude 
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wtaimefl iofiimioghaM, fid ^f tJkmtkmi^^ 
gwkvs 44 tDtsy and frkt&e, .cf tte .|Mpvi(bc 

Haitegompleted Mek sisj ioAitiaHiflyr towiiy 
ihcj imewid rfheir jfMHwj toiiirdfi licUkLit* 
Mm. Midfllfllandnmadcad^ihftt 4li« o»t*^;wib fe 
milos^ nBMP^ cmpii yy Bd in ibc ;iMS6 mnnnfi' m A^ 
inlmbitaDte of Burmi^glim-. '< JM»" rfidded 4lHb 
'<(Iiiia Ifaom ithgr iMve fnile fiie^ a«d moUy coan- 
to w D CTB, ifiir dfferoat £fiNn:lbefi»^ {MMUito wbo 
ii»skiiitiie£fiUB. 71ierejttitMwab9tobelio«f^'' 
88td «1k, ^^.thiiC tinir JMcdtMB Imi pursej Ami 4Mf 
livoBleniDomfiMitaUe.'' fittttan,Aaie»t Utile tot^ 
lay ^ tbeir ^ay : and the.ooanlqr Ibraugb mhich 
ihdf paaMd was inelleiiUiMted, wadkAwMywdi 
dtbcfcad with dms. Tbejr reaotod Jidifield hy 
dinner-time, and amused tbemselTeain Ufeiaftewoan 
witti fwdkiiigrtbroiigb Ike principal tfreotp «if this 
mml\^ wdMittiH tmrn, and admiring^ihe eaihedra^ 
^hkdi 18 a veneraUe pik^ remarkable for having 
J^iune spin, its inlmfaitants are meatlj gw^j$ 
no.porticttlartrBdeljeing'carfiedoainit. ARoman 
iAwmfannerly stopdabout a antte dirtimt fram Uobr 
fieU, just where twDeof Abe fonr gmtRnmanfl^li^ 
tapjr ways (f), called IkenaM SlMt and WaUing 
Street, oros^eaob otber. Ldboiarev, iadigging iiear 
^hese roads, ffequentljT find diffevent.tbtngstbafebe* 
ioogedto that people, tvbicb are bigblyvabiedJbgr 
the curious, !!» tbeir antiquity and tbe ligkt (kfy 
thiDvopontbetr manners and history. Mr.JPrank^ 

liny 
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Ito^ acooiding to his custom of pointiag out the Auh 
tiguished chaiacten that weie bom in the difiere&t 
plaoetf thejr visited, did not fail to tdl his young 
friends, that Dr. Samnd Johnson was a native of 
Lichfield : a man whose extraordinary powen of 
mind enabled him at once to charm and enlighten 
mankind, whilst his sincere piety and stikt morals 
afibrded an example worthy of imitation. 

The next day our tmvellers crossed the navigable 
canal, and kept along its banks till they came to that 
part of it which is carried on twelve arches ovor the 
fiver Dove: One river above another was a sight 
io surprising, that it struck the younger part of the 
company with no small degree of astonishment. 
They stopped for refreshiiaent at the pleasant town 
of Burton-on-Trent, and tasted the ale for which it 
is much admiried. 

The rest of the road to Derby was through a 
country highly cultivated, pretty well Wooded, and 
full of inhabitants. The town is large and hand- 
some* It is washed on one side by the river Derwent, 
which turns the great wheel of the first silk-mill 
ever erected in England. The model of this useful 
machine was brought from Italy by Sir Thomas 
Xombe, a real benefactor of his country. The office 
of this mill is to wind, double, and twist the silk, so 
as to prepare it for weaving. The work is chiefly 
performed by women and children ; and it employs 
agreat number of men. Many silk-mills have since 
been built after this model, for the same purposes, 

in 
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in diffemt places. Mrs. Hiddlefam nest led her 
frmily to the porcelain. manufiictory, wheie they 
were highly gratified with the elegant specimens o^ 
ornamental and useful china made there. Though 
not so entertaining as the last*mentioned object of 
attention^ jet the looms for weaving silk, cotton^ 
and fine worsted stockings, were sufficiently curious 
to deserve minute observation. 

A heavy rain detained them here a night longer 
than they intended to stay, which, by conQning 
them within, gave Mr. Franklin an opportunity of 
communicating some useful information to his 
fellow-travellers. 

He began by telling them that the celebrated 
astronomer, John Flamstead, who flourished in the 
early part of the last centary, was born at Derby. 
He was patronised by king Charles the Second, 
who appointed him king's astronomer, and built 
a royal observatory for him at Greenwich, where 
he might indulge his favourite propensity with the 
utmost convenience. 

<< The irregular surfiice of this country," said 
he, ^^ which is a moantainous tract, abounding in 
subterraneous caverns, and hollow passages in the 
rocks, will afford us some scenes entirely diffeient 
from any thing we have hitherto seen. Its mineral 
productions are various and valuable. Lead, the 
most important of them, has been obtained in great 
abundance out of the Derbyshire mines, but many 
of these are nearly exhausted. The north-eastern 

side 
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(Me^ tbe^DOonty jieMs mn ore, tnd scMrenil fpiiii 
jMr«Aiioe •ooal plratifiilly. AnAimtny, abbuier) 
and BMMrble, Me f prquently fcmid, .mod «me bemi^ 
ItfaA kkidevf (tbeltttter ace fnli»l»djil Oie iwrka«ft 
Asbford. Tbe sparsaM iine<Hniimil j AegmA^ and 
are femed ioelo a vairiety of vases, vriia, pjrramUbi 
and «»ther omamentad articles. Numemas qaavria 
yield stone for various purposes, among wltidh ui 
ptentj of ^la^r-stoneor gypsuia. Tbe .priaoipal 
luvev ^ Qerfagrtibire^" cantiaued 'be, <^ are tdhe Der- 
went and (fbe Dove; in the lifter are found trout af 
an excellent kind, and a species of fish called gray* 
lings. The northern part of the oounty is uwdlij 
ieimed the Feak, froai its sbarp->pcnnted .rocks and 
elvffii : to«»morff0w yaa will :be amused with some of 
its novelties, which will present you with maaj 
objects beautffol and unoamuion." 

^< Let us flow retire," said Mrs. Middleton,^^ thst 
we may set out by six in the morning, and veacb 
Matlock early. I shall stay therea few days,4hat 
we may conveniently visit some of ihe most curioiw 
objects that lie within a moderate diriance -of i(." 
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CHAP. IV. 

lifailoch. Cotton Mills. Lord Scarsdale^s, £haUwarth. 
Monsieur "RtUard. jisuhterraneanCmoeni^ Mines, 

JL HEnin'of ibe |«eeediiig eveniiig bad fefiredicd 
Ae ^srantry, and the eii4iT«nifi|^ vaya of a new-daeA 
ran TOodafed tkek ride cbaiming. They had left 
Deribj^ iHit a lew niilesy before the scene changed 
to a meiiAlaiAOtts country, in many fdaoes aoavcely 
a tree or biuli «to be seen ; yet the vaHeys abound 
wkb corn-fields and nueadowB, which foim a fine 
contrast to«teop«nd barren rocks. Instead of green 
hedges, the fields are divided by heaps of loose 
stones, forming a kind of wall, that locks like the 
rains of an ancient building. 

Within a mile of Matlock, the road is cut through 
the solid rock ; thence to 4he village the view is 
highly romantic, and excited both delight and sot* 
prise in the minds iifibe yomig people. It is built 
on the steep side of n rocky mountain, washed by 
the Dorwent, whose rapid stream runs through tbe 
deep vale ; the houses rising, in a fanciful manner, 
ene^bove another, almost to the top. The shady 
foliage of innumeralble trees and shrubs, which 
iauefrom the clefts of the rocks, particularly tbe 

mountain 
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mountain asb, with its white blossoms, add greatlj 
to its beauty. 

Soon after their arrival, they went to see the 
baths, and made some purchases at the shops where 
span and petrifactions are sold. Mrs. Middleton 
presented Catherine with a complete collection of 
the diflferent kinds of spar, cut into small squares, 
in order to be placed in the drawers of a cabinet of 
natural curiosities, for which she had a great taste : 
'some of them' were white, others violet ; several of 
a fine yellow topaz colour, different shades of pur- 
ple, the colour of the blush rose, and some transpa- 
rent like water. To Louisa she gave a bird's nest 
with five eggs, that bad been placed in the water of 
a certain spring in this neighbourhood, that has the 
extraordinary property of apparently turning aU 
substances into stone : this change is called petri- 
faction (G). The twigs and leaves of which the ne^ 
was composed, the eggs, and the brok^i shell of one 
of them, were reduced to the same whitish colour, 
and all bore a similar appearance. Arthur and 
£dwin, likewise, were each presented with seme 
specimen of the natural rarities of the country. 

Their next walk was to Cjromford, where are 
two large cotton*mills, belonging to Sir Richard 
Arfcwright, who, by his ingenuity, contrived a va- 
riety of machines, for cleaning, carding,; combing, 
and spinning yarn and cotton, which, by reducing 
the nufl^ber of hands employed to perform the same 
work; has enabled the manufacturer to sell his goods 

at 
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at a mucb cheaper rate than before. Sir Richard^ 
from a very inferior station of life, raised himself to 
consequence and acquired an immense fortune, by 
his invenUoBs. Though the principal part of the 
work of these mills is performed by machines, our 
travellers had the satisfaction of seeing here a 
thousand children mnployed usefolij, and learning 
an early habit of industry. 

Mrs. Middleton encouraged a tender sympathy, 
that she observed in the countenances of her owa 
children, with those of the same age, who were com* 
pelled, by the necessity of earning their daily bread, 
to continual labour; and indulged them in making 
small presents to a few, whom the inspector pointed 
out as best deserving a reward. 

One of (heir excursions from Matlock was to a 
fine seat of Lord Scarsdale's, called Keddlestone 
Hall, where, in the midst of many splendid decora- 
tions, the att^tion of the company was particularly 
attracted by a noble hall, supported by pillars form- 
ed of the marbles of the country. Having gratified 
themselves with a full enjoyment of the romantic 
beauties ctf this charming spot, Mrs. Middleton 
thought it time to change their station. 

They travelled over a hilly, dreary country, to 
Ashbourn. So steep and precipitous were some 
parts of the road, that they were often terrified, lest 
the horses, by a false step, should dash them head- 
long to the bottom. Thence they passed the deep 
Talley of Dovedale, bounded on each side by high 

rocks 
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rodu of the moit fanUstic (okwu^ some of i^ pleaabg^ 
others of a i^igged aipect ; ia tbe bottom g)lkle» the 
fiTej Dove^ which adds to the beaxity of tbe vi^w« 
Tkqr tMk a bartj repaat at the little town of Qi^ke* 
wielly and proceeded to tbe Dake of De?owbtfe'# 
at Cbalswortb. The approach towaKk tbis qaag- 
Bificeiit palace, was throagfa a wUd, mouataiaoui 
countiy ; one barren hill rising above a«i^tbi^ ua* 
adorned with tree or sbrnb; tbeir s»rflu)es rendered 
iim^alair bj biige Mones pirojdcting frooa thoir sidieS) 
which ave n$ed for miU^stoaea. The lertila vall^J 
ia which the hoase stands, ornamented with ptent* 
atioos; ia its front the winding stream <if the river 
Derwent, crossed by a haadsooAe stone bridge; Sfod 
the reflection of the setting sun on the gilded win- 
dows of this spacious edifice; waited to fona & 
most agreeaUe contrast to the ragged mountain 
arooad it. The inside coi«es|ionds with tho gran- 
dear of tbe outward appearance : tbe apartmeat^ 
are adorned in a princely style, with xicb furnitiue 
aiid fine pictures. One of the rooms is apempvi* 
ated to the memory otf the amiable and uafirtunate 
Mary queen of Scots, who was coafiaed hece niae* 
teen years, by the jealous tyranny of qoflen Eliza- 
beth. As they were Burveying the diffinrent apart- 
ments, Mrs« Middleton related an degast coaapli- 
asent expressed by Maj^sbal Talhid, (tbe French 
general taken prisoMr at tbe battle of {lochatet, by 
the great Dake of Marlborongh,) on kia?«ig Chats- 
worthy <^ that, when he retmruod to Wt^ws^ ^ 

reckoned 
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fec1c«jieii up the dtyi «f his captivitj k England, 
ke shoaU leave oat Ihoae he had Bpent in diis hoa- 
pitable mansioD." Giovea ef taU fin, planUliona 
of alpiBe ahruba, toapIeB, and caacadeBy dWenify 
and embdlirii the gtnleiia. « 

From Cbatiiirortiy Ihey paased the Tillage of 
Stony Middieton, thiMgh MiddkiM Dale, which 
resenbles Dove Dale ia ita pietiire«}iie appeaiaoce, 
bat ia not equal io it in beauty, from the vant «f a 
river. They aext asceaded a verf hif h hiU, which 
oaaHmads a vait but dMury fvoapeet ef banrea 
hnd. Baxtoa lay befbae iheia : its aituatioa is ia 
the nadirt of the moat diaaial and eheerlesa ceaotry 
that oaa be imagiaed. It is, boweMi^ ieasarkahle 
for a raiiieral sfNTiag, beae&ctal in aiaay ooia|phunts, 
which dfawa a great deal of oaaqauiy there ia sa8»» 
mer. Tbelwtb-hoaaeisaaapQrbadifioe^iatheahafe 
of a vetaada, oraameated an the oalaide with large 
pifawleffs, ftat aappoit a i ieh coraioe ctowaed with a 
bfthMlvade. Besides the baths, it coatainsBameioaa 
apaiffloeiits for the accoaoiodatbn of the oaaspany ; 
€o#ee*i0o«», ganaing-Taonn, and ballHroaoia. 

NoftiDg iarited their stay at Bnaton x Ihey rode 
thraagh a ^MgreeaUe coaatry^ ^ofifiying vast 
qualities eflead, to G8saeton,a small village, ia- 
habited drnfiy by mioen. The yoang paity fuse 
the next moranig, wMi bigh expeolations of enter- 
tainment, froBi theexamiaatlon of a chaia of ca- 
verns that is siftaatad at the fisat of a vaat sange of 
rocks, thrown op aatasaHy on the aideof a 8ten> 

mountain. 
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mountain, upon which stands an old castle, said to 
have been built in the time of Edward the Black 
Prince. The entrance is very spacious, and forms a 
circular arch, opening, to the astonishment of the be- 
holder, into a grey, sparry rock of limestone. Here 
they were met by the guide, who gains a livelihood 
by conducting strangers into the recesses of the 
cavern. Tbey followed their conductor into the 
outer porch. At first the light was pretty strong, 
but every step they advanced, the gloom iucreased. 
The melancholy twilight of this vast vault is enli- 
vened by two manufactories that are carried on 
within the place: the busy scene, so unexpec^ted, 
was very pleasing, especially to Louisa, whose little 
^heart began to flutter as she entered these dreary 
regions. On one side were the young girls belong- 
ing to the incle manufactory, turning their wheels, 
winding thread, and amusing their companions 
with cheerful songs ; whilst the rope-makers oppo- 
site to them were spinning cords and twisting cables, 
or forming them into coils. She was not less sur- 
prised at observing two houses in this subterranean 
apartment, entirely separate from the rock, with 
roots, chimneys, doors, and windows, and inhabited 
by several families. ^^ How can any body like to 
live here!" exclaimed she, ^^ I should prefer the 
meanest cot in open day-light, where I could enjoy 
a breath of fresh air." The young girls surrounded 
them in groups; some offering to show them the 
itoanuiactories, others presenting piecesofspar found 
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in the cavem, in hopes they would purchase them. 
Mrs. MiddletoD, after satisfying them with a little 
money, took each of her daughters by the hand, and 
kept close behind Mr. Franklin and the boys, who 
followed the steps ef the guide. After he had fur- 
nished each of the company with alighted flambeau, 
he opened a door that led to a subterraneous gallery 
at the bottom of the grand vestibule, as it may be 
called . For some time curiosity oyercame fear, and 
they proceeded with firm steps, (though the pro- 
jections of the rocks hung so low in many places that 
they could not walk upright,) except now and then 
that Louisa silently squeezed her mother's hand. 
They advanced, sometimes stooping, sometimes 
erect, a hundred and forty feet, without complaint, 
till they reached the banks of a small rivulet, with 
a skiil floating upon it, ready to carry them to the 
other side : it was not very deep, but wholly enclosed 
in the solid rock, and stretched so far under the low 
vault, that they could not see the end of it. Here 
the guide stopped, and told them that the caverns 
beyond this rivulet exceeded in wonder and beauty 
any thing their imaginations could suggest; but that 
it was impossible to see them, unless they would 
submit to be ferried over j one at a time, stretched out 
at length on some olean straw, in the little boat they 
saw on the water. Catherine hesitated ; Louisa en« 
treated to go back ; but Arthur, always fearless, 
jamped into the.boat^ and laid himself flat upon his 
back : the guide then stepped into the water, and 

pushed 



46 A VAMILT TO«B« 

pariied forward the little bark witti one iMimd, wbikt 
lie held the torch in the other. The rest followed in 
tarns, till none were left bvt Mr». Middleion and 
Louisa, who persuaded bj her motlier that there wai 
no real cause for fear, and enooHraged by the exasi* 
pie of her companions, summoned courage to enta 
the boat* On landing, they found themselves in a 
cavern of yast extent, arched over with the solid 
rock at a prodigious height. At the further end 
of this huge cave was another water to cross; but 
tfaej were grown bolder by halnt, and went ovei 
without difficulty* This likewise led to a cavern 
of great magnitude : at its entrance projects a pile 
of rock I water continually trickles slowly firom tbe 
top, and leaves a sediment of a stony nature. Per* 
severing in their subterranean journey, they ad« 
vanced beyond this to another cavern, called the 
Chancel. The vaults here are very lofty ; and in 
the sides of the rock are hollow places, that, with 
the aid of a little fancy, maybe conceived to repre- 
sent Gothic windows and doors. Large sparry 
icicles, some as clear as crystal, hang from thereof 
upon the crags that project, and look like (he 
drapery of curtains ; the rocky floor is as smooth bs 
a pavement, which, with the reflection of the 
torches, the gloomy solemnity of the place, and the 
chill damp, produced an inexpressible awe on 
every mind. Whilst their attention was sleadftstly 
fixed on the objects before them, they were struck, 
^n a auddeo) with harmonious sounds^ that seemed 

to 
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iiislaftt tomed towai^tfae place wheftcettemelodj 
ptoo0eded, when, wiHtt wotds ean lexpm* their 
a^onhhtnettt ! they beheld in a niche at the Mlier 
end, iabdHt fttfty-elglit feet fhm the bottom, fire ^ 
figiil^ds in #hite gaitoents, imroo^able as itatiies, 
hoMfi^ a totfth Ai each band, and aiogiag an air 
adapted to the ocfeasion . They were ready to 8«p- 
po0e, atfint view, that these female choristen were 
the genii of the plaee ; but on further examination, 
they fbnnd that they were mortals, placed in that 
sitoaiton by the contrivance of the guide, to produce 
an extraordinary effect upon the spectators. The 
goothii^ efiecis of the music gave them fresh 
spirits, and they advanced cheerfully still farther, 
to several smaHer caverns, which are intersected 
by thewihcKtigsof a«pretty large stream, whose 
gentle tnurmurs added to the general air of melan- 
choly solemnity. The fantastic and varying 
forms of the rock, covered in many parts with 
congelations of water that has hardened as it fell, 
have given rise to particular names, according to 
the objects they were supposed to resemble : in one 
place, they passed under the arcades, or three dis* 
tinct arches, like those of a bridge,' formed natu- 
rally by the rock : in another, they were shown a 
pyramidal mass, called the Tower of Lincoln. 
Having advanced to the shores of a nnall river, 
which, from the depth of the rocks that hung over 
it, eould not be passed, they were obliged to tarn 
back, and retrace the same recesses of this hollow 

mountain 
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UKmntain that had led them thither. After beiog 
so long confined underground, with the fatigue of 
the excursion, and the agitation of mind which 
most of them had felt, (though shame restrained 
them from confessing it,) the return to open day- 
light and fresh air was inexpressibly agreeable. 

Nothing could engage the young people's atten- 
tion the remainder of the day, but mountains, ca- 
yerns, and subterranean wonders. Mr. Franklin 
told them, that though they had reason to be satis- 
fied with having explored the most curious cave in 
this country, yet, that there were several others, of 
different forms and dimensions: <^ Elclen Hole," said 
he, ^^ is a vast chasm in the side of a rock, whose 
depth has never yet been ascertained. Huge stones 
have often been thrown into it, which have been 
heard to rebound from side to side for a considerable 
time, till, from the great distance, the sound gra- 
dually diminished to a gentle murmur. Pool's Hole 
is a large cavity, found at the foot of a lime-stone 
hill near Buxton ; within it, like that we saw in the 
morning, there are galleries, in some parts broad, 
in others narrow ; sometimes winding, sometimes 
straight ; which lead into spacious and lofty cham- 
bers, hung with icicles of spar, varying in form and 
size. *Vor some of these the country people have 
fancied resemblances; especially where the drop- 
pings of water have hardened and accumulated into 
an irregular heap : one of them they call Pool's 
Chair, another his table^ and in the course of time 

they 
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they will peibaps find him a couch." ^' I regret 
that we did not visit the spot,'* said Mrs* M iddleton,. 
^^ on account of the numerous quarries of lime- 
stone, dug out from all parts o( the hill which con- 
tains Pool's Hole." ^^ The quarries, and the kilns 
where the stone is converted into lime," replied 
Mr. Franklin, '^ would have instructed us in the 
whole process of procuring that useful article, and 
have given some idea of the vast quantities pro- 
duced there alonje." 

The neighbourhood of Castle(on being full of 
lead-mines, afforded new objects of observation : 
amongst the lead is found a great deal of fluor spar, 
which forms the vases and other ornamental articles 
already mentioned. The process in the manufacto- 
ries for making red lead desi^ves nptice. The melt- 
ed lead being first exposed to the open air, the sur- 
face is soon covered with a dusky skin, which is 
taken off and succeeded by others, .till the greatest 
part of the lead is changed to a yellowish green 
powder. This is afterwards ground fine, then 
washed and dried,, and thrown back into the fur- 
nace, where, by stirring it, so as to expose every 
part to the air for fortyeigbt hours, it becomes 
red-lead. 

At Oden mine, very little distant from the town, 
they were spectators of an e^j^traordinary efl!*ect pro* 
duced by the workmen^s driving a sharp iron wedgfe 
into the thin bed of white heavy earth, called keble, 
that separates the layers of glittering galena (h), in 
D order 
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Older (o obtain hf ge pieeoB of tke galena* A« soim 
m Ae wedge was dri vos in wiili a bMiaier, everj 
penon preaenl retired with the utmoet speed, and in 
a few rainvtes Hbe Teins ef tbe tnouaiaiti biiet asmi* 
der wi^h a terrible noise, and such a ooacuBsioD that 
the earth diook as if ceovnlBed by aa eartjiqvafce. 
In their walk back to the inn, the childvcB gaithered 
plenty of club-moss, lady's mantje^ and wiU pan- 
sies, that they might preserve them as specimens of 
the flowers growing on these hills. The next day 
Akej took a Tiew of Mam-Torr, or the Mouldering 
HflH, which is not peioetyed to lessen, though Tast 
qoantfties of earth and stones frequently shiver 
down Hs steep sides : on the top are seen the re- 
mains of a Roman encampment; and near its base 
is a eoal-mine, horn which boats pass on a navi- 
gable eanal, formed under tiie rodL for neariy a 
mile. 

The lime for their departure being arrived, tb^ 
passed throngti an unersn eauDftry to Stockpoit, a 
town much engaged in the cotton manuihcture, and 
situated in the northern part of Cheshire. Having 
crossed a corner of that county, they entered Lan- 
cashire ; and perceived their approach to an opn- 
lent town, by the high cultivation and fertility of 
the country, for many miles before they reached 
Manchester, where they determined to remain for 
some time. 



CHAP. 



H 



i>» I ij h tmi , 



CHAP. V. 

Divine Service at Manchester. A navigable Canal, liver- 
peol. ^Bmak Fortitude, Hot Spring. An Excursion to 
aCaveru, 

Mrs. M IDDLETON find ber qaavten at the 
kdtfd ; m kind of ion, wliere OMiTeniMt afMHrtmentB 
igre pfoysdad for tbe acocNMMd%timi of frnMUn^ 
ufho chooanlo r&maia longeii at i| flBct than the 
mew ha^)r4rMPelkr,«4K>t(ope only for theiefiFaili* 
meat of a dinner or a night's lodging. 

The 9text day being Sundaj, they w^ni to tbe 
collegiate cbaicb, urUch is a bandseme, aeitique 
boildiag. Tbeyiacie mich stvuok by the eider 
aadqaiefneis^of tbe slrac^; not a beggar was to 
be seen, nor did those of bijher sank parade adbeat 
diiriBgtheboiue.ofpabiio worship. This deooiuni 
is owing to tbe vigilaace of the sooai lespceCable^ 
iahafatlaQts, whootilige all id)e slragglefs to give 
aa eccovet of tbeiasclfes. The Iowa is ef gteot 
antiqiittj, hairing beea a Ilonsan f^Mtoss. it ia< 
now very liAige, and is •the most populoes plaee in 
the kingdoin, coDcept London; it has manyi handt* 
soaeflsodens streets tad otcgaot hoapes, that mark 
d2 the 
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the wealth of the inhabitants. The Infirmarj is 
a noble building, fitted for the reception of iodi« 
gent persons who are sick or lame. 

In their rambles through the town, Mrs. Mid- 
dleton called upon an old acquaintance, who had 
married a gentleman engaged in the cotton trade. 
She received the visit- in the kindest manner, and 
introduced her guests to her husband, who politely 
undertook to show them the manuiactures for which 
this place is so justly celebrated. Accordingly, they 
went from looni to loom, and were highly amused 
with the variety of inventions in the different arts 
of making muslins, dimities, fustians, velvets,. ticks, 
and a vast variety of mixed goods. The cotton, 
which forms the principal material in these fabrics, 
is mostly imported at Liverpool and Lancaster, and 
is prepared for weaving by the poor of aU a^es, 
in the neighbouring villages round Manchester. 
Manu&ctures of tape, silk goods, and hats, like- 
wise show the ingenuity and industry of the labour- 
ing classes, as well as the nusoerous branches of 
cotton, in which so many are employed. 

Having visited the workshops and warehouses 
till their curiosity was exhausted, their kind friend 
was desirous of varying the scene, by accqiting 
several invitations to the houses of the principal 
manofacturers, whose style of living is weH suited 
to the large fortunes they acquire. These enter- 
tainments were often enlivened by the conversation 
M'iot^Ui'^at persoASy on subjects of science and 

philosophy, 
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philosophy, from which the young people wero 
frequently inatructed, though tb^^y were not always 
entertained. 

One morning, during their stay at Manchester, 
was most agreeably devoted to an excursion t6 
Worsley, about seven miles distant, to see the Dukib 
of Bridgewater's navigable canal, constructed for 
the purpose of conveying the coal from his Grace's 
pits, to Manchester and other places. At the foot 
of a large mountain which contains the coal, they 
were shown a basin, or great body of water, which 
serves as a reservoir to the navigation. H^re they 
entered a very long, narrow, flat-bottomed boat, in 
which they were rowed, for three quarters of a mile, 
along a passage, or funnel, as it is called, cut out 
of the solid rock, without any other light than that 
of candles. Louisa recollected that no harm had 
befallen her in the dark cavern at Castleton, and 
therefore she proceeded without the least expression 
of fear. At the further end of the passage, which 
separates into two* branches, they saw the coals 
brought from the mine, in little, low waggons, 
and then emptied into the boats. The chief cngi* 
neer employed in the construction of this extraor- 
dinary canal, which unites the strictest ecopoipy 
with nnmberless conveniences, was Mr. James 
Brindley, a man whose natural talents and inde* 
fatigable perseverance enabled him to overcome 
obstacles, that, to others, seemed nearly uncon* 
querable. Besides the main purpose for which th© 

canal 
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oaml was dug, he contriired to imder it useftil in 
dnuiitig the ooal-plts <if wato that would db^roct 
the works; and in turniDg a mill, so itig^iOttfeljf 
(»iittniGted as to work three pair of ^indstohes 
for i^m^ a bolting mill for flour, a&d a machine 
for tlftitsg sand and compouodiilg moitat. The 
genitia of Mr. Brindlej suciceisded in catfying this 
caoftl through an nneven country; euttlng thfoilgti 
fhe hills, tod raising the valleys by means of stone 
aircheg. Near Barton Bridge it is raised nearly 
fifty feet aboye the surface of the narigtLble riret 
Mersey, so that it not tiiifrequentljr happens that a 
tesed in fifU sail is seen passing nnder the centre 
atch of the aqttednct, whilst the Duke'« ressels are 
sailihg over if. Odir tk^avellers were prevented from 
tisiting this spot by a heavy rain, which, by the 
Wetness of the climate, w^s a frequent cause of dis- 
appointment to them whilst in Lancashire. 

Having taken leave of their friends, they took 
flieir liasaage id th^ boat that goes constantly to 
Waririhgtott by the canat, for the sake of variety. 
The banks on each ^ide abounded with populous 
villages and rich meadows; in some of the hedges 
they observed the wild heart cherry-tree, loaded 
with fruit. 

At Warrington they staid lotig enough to ex- 
amine the manufectures of sail-cloth, sacking, and 
pin-makitig, and to visit the glaiss-houses : after 
Which they proceeded to Liverpool, where they 
were presented with a new and busy scene. Arthur 

and 



«iid £klwinvc«e delighted with the hwtle of the 
numerous dock-yards for building ships, as wdl ab 
tjbe Tari^usi 4)fK)iatio06 of shtp-wiights^ cajrpealers, 
canUber^ sosuytfai) and 9lher artifioei^ whom they 
Mw thereat work : ^lef were also pleased and suv- 
priMd at the vast muBbar ^ vessels fvon diffamit 
eooiiCriefl^ that crowded the three artificial basins, 
ar karboais^ c«t for thai parpoac) having a ooa»- 
muakation with 4jhe river Mersej, which dischai^^ 
itself into the sea. As the)^ bad never been ^b board 
a ship, (he eppertiAit/ waa too inviting to be neg- 
lected ; tbqr cbtieated ihdr mother to mention their 
wish to Mr» FrankliiH who readily aocompanied 
them to aeveral of dil99rent foms and di m ens i on s . 
Tbe ^sposal of the npartmenta; the contrivances 
for accommodation in so small a space ; and tbe 
■Muaner of stowing goods'; with the sails, masts, and 
ringing, tbe uses of which were explained by their 
kind ioetffttctor) — ^not oidy amused them, bat fi- 
nished their minds with ji new set of ideas. In rep^ 
lo Edwin's enquiry^ la what consists the chief tra4e 
of Livec^pool i Mr. Franklm lemarked, that it is 
tiieeeoond pert in the kingdom, and is frequented 
by ships from most parts of the world. *^ Its foreign 
commerce," said be, <^ is very ekiensive and pro- 
fitable* It waa formerly mnch engaged in the in- 
fiimons traffic for slaves; bot tbe noble e&rts of 
Mr. ClarkiOft and hia coadjutors, to procure nn 
aboUtioo of a commerce so disgracefiil to bumanify 
and tiiia couatry, seoonded by tbe infloence of Mr. 

ftsaeaf. 
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Roscoe, have socceeded iDpotting an end to the 
trade." J^'/I/T 

On examining the town, they found the streets 
in the old part narrow and ill«bailt; bat the public 
improyements are carried on with great spirit, and 
many of the modern buildings are constructed in 
the most elegant style. The exchange is a hand- 
some structure of white stone, forming a squaie, 
surrounded by piazzas, or covered walks, for the 
convenience of the merchants in wet vrealher. 
Above it are several public offices, and two ine 
ball-rooms. The custom-house is situated at the 
head of the old dock, and is well furnished with 
aecommodations for its design. There are several 
public edifices for charitable purposes;, a large 
infirmary, built in a healthy situation ; and an in^ 
stitution for the blind, remarkable for its good 
management, and the advantages it confers on the 
unfortunate objects of its patronage. The new pri- 
son does credit to the benevolence of the present 
age, and to that of the inhabitants of Liverpool ia 
particular, being built according to the plan of die 
immortal Howard, and is probably the most con^* 
venient, airy, and magnificent place of confinement 
for prisoners in Europe. 

There are ten churches, and many dissenting 
places of worship, with a great variety of manu- 
factories; but the vast number of docks for repair- 
ing and building ships, its extensive commerce, and 
communication with numerous rivers by means oi 
the inland navigation, constitute its chief grandeur. 

A pleasant 
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A pleaslant eyening invited our party to join th« 
t^ompany on the terrace, towatds the eastern side of 
the town, whence they had a fine view of the riv^ 
and the distant country. 

There are two public libraries, called tlie Athe* 
naeum and the Lyceum, where newspapers and 
periodical publications are taken ih; there is also 
a botanic garden* 

Liverpool was formerly but ill supplied with 
fish; but some of the inhabitants sent to Tofbay 
for fishermen, who, by fishing fathom deep, found 
plenty of fish, and the town has ever since been 
abundantly supplied. 

The following morning the carriage was ready at 
an early hour, and they renewed their journey to 
Prescot, where they breakfasted, and afterwards 
went to see (he only maauiaciDry for cast plat^- 
glass in the kingdom, which is estabiished in the 
neighbourhood of that town. Thence to Wigan,. 
throngh'Iiatham, which is remarkable for a hovue, 
defended for two yeass, with the greatest masculine 
courage and skill, against the forces of the parlia* 
ment, in the reign of Charles the First, by Charlotte, 
countess of Derby* ^ What a heroine 1'' exelaiaied 
Catherine: ^< I should have yidded on the fircA 
attack." *^ I am no admirer of military exploits 
in our sex,'^ replied Mrs. Middleton; << but great* 
ness of mind and steadiness of conduct are not 
amongst the peculiar privileges of men : and though 
it seldom happens thtft women have occasion to 
d5 command 
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command armies^ or defend oaatlcsy yet, tbo Aicfc 
chamber) to whidi tbey are ofin called by the 
strong ties of aflSectioti And daty, with many otl^r 
situations which call forth their exeitionb, reqbiie 
as much undaunted resolntion and ibrtitude as the 
fiddofbattte." 

At WigAn, they were told that strong lifaecki, 
and other articles in the linen and cotton trade, 
Hftte made there \ but they had not time to visit the 
weavers, as their cariosity wto more stroo^^Iy lit* 
tradad by the artificers ^fao deal m turnery of can- 
Bel coal; This elegant sptcies of coal is ftuid 
chiefly near Wigan ; it gives a dear, steady l%^bt, 
in burning, and not only eMkes a brighter fire than 
etfier coal, but is of so bard a te:|tore, that it will 
bear tariitng intd cups', candiestidBB, vases, and 
othelr tbiagsj sind wheb polished looks very muck 
lilte bladi tDAA>le. 

Before thejF tobk leave of this place, curiosity led 
them to Andill^ at no great distance, to see a nataral 
spring, that possesses very ejctraeidinary ^alitieB. 
The waletf itself is coU, nor has it any smell : but 
it is a&cted by a etroil^ sulphareoss vapoar, which 
causes it to bubble up as if a large fire were beneath 
it; and the htoat thrown 6ul is so great, that ikieat 
asay actually be boiled over it. The guide applied 
a lighted 4orch to the gitrface of the welt, which is- 
ekaatlycoveired it with a blae flame, like that of 
bttmifiTg spirits. The water, en beii^ taken (^ 
ksestbissurprisilig pvopei^y, mid will not burti 

atai« 

The 



The B^st toWn at mhidh tiiey ttop^ wti Hil- 
ton, situated ia the taidtt tf dMity «Mon. Hfie 
the c0fttog«B were fitted ^ith Itotos, employed in 
mftking coaalerpaaeG^ AifiCiatift, dhnities) and aiiw- 
lios. 

Their ride to Piestoii lay threap a iat Muntiy , 
«iitfelied witk flie pftospect of a ine faarvM of 
eats, ^faich ate pleatffotly culttviAed bere. Tbe 
aoil <ff LnwfetBhite is w^H «^pted lo petatdes abd, 
ithieh AMrtsb alAindatttly ia iMst parta at it. This 
to^ik stands -en rising gronod^ and eomiaands a ^- 
ligUfiil prospect ; It is cMeiy i«ilHibfled4>y gdflfry, 
nrho are allured to it by ihe beauty of tbe situatleM. 

They advanced, tliroBgli a irell-eal«iViCled cowi- 
try, to Garstaag : f(s neighbourhood fs well fendim 
for an extraordinary fine breed of caltie; birt hav- 
ing no other particular attractien, tbey passed 
through wrthout st^ppiag, and hastened tb Lan- 
caster, a neat, «re)l-Nlilt, popaloas town, trith a 
handsome stone bridge over tbe tiver Lon, and a 
eastle of great antiquity. The principal occupatien 
of the inhabitants is an esifensite foreign cennneroe, 
especially to the West Indies, which supplies tfie 
mechanics with mahogamy for cabinet work, an att 
in which they have attained greaft excellence. 

Here they rested for a day or two, Mr. Franklhi 
and the boys availed themselves of the opportunity 
of exploring a natural cavern, within a few miles 
of the town, called Donald Mill Hole; At their 
return, Edwin gave tbe following account lo the 

ladiesf^ 
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ladies, wbo had declined going mih tbem, frofp an 
apprebepftioa of fatigue and difficulty. 

^^A rivulet running across a large common^ 
guided U9 to the entrance of the cave," said be: 
'Mhis stream turns a corn-mill at the mouth of 
the passage, and then enters the.hoUow of the bill, 
formiiig peveral beautiful cascades, and runs a 
course of two miles janderground before it ap^- 
peara^ngain. From the mill vre /scrambled down 
a precipice of ten yards, by the chinks in the 
roclLS and shrubby roots of trees; after that, our 
path was tolerably easy; sometimes we passed 
through such vast vaults, that we could neither scie 
roof nor. sides; then we were obliged to creep 
for a considerable way^on all fours, still following 
our friendly conductor, the brook, whose murmui- 
ings, repeated by the loud echoes ^f the cavern^ 
bad a most astonishing and tremendous effect. 
Having gone as far as was practicable, we returned 
at leisure, and observed the most extraordinary and 
romanticappearancesoi|thevariegatedroofs,cauaed 
by the reflection of our torches on the lakes and (be 
fitUs of water descending from one rock to another, 
formed by the rivulet. The sides also present a 
variety of tiqts, from the effects of damp, creeping 
.vegetables, and the fissures in the marble and lime- 
atone parts of the rock. At length we regained the 
entrance, and returned to day*light and cheerful- 
ness, with no small degree of satisfaction, that 
jDeither danger nor difficulty bad deterred us from 

visiting 
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Ttsiting this curious place ; but, my dear mother, at 
the same time we sincerely rejoice that jou and 
my sisters were not of our party, as the difficulty 
of clambering amongst the crags would have been 
too great for you." 

After relating the minute particulars of their 
expedition, and answering all the questions of 
Catherine and Louisa, the gentlemen being tired^« 
proposed retiring to rest, which was readily Com- 
plied with by Mrs. Middleton, who intended to 
resume their journey in the morning. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Lancaster, Kendal, Leven Park, Ramantie Country, 
Windermere Lake, A Storm. Jdventune in a Cottage, 
jf^ient Abbey, Lakes, ' Interesting Guide. Mountain^, 

Mrs. MIDDLETON and Ker fem«y left Laih 
caster, full of expectations of pleasure and novelty, 
from the celebrated lakes to which their course iras 
particularly directed. As they entered the Vale of 
Lonsdale, a barren ridge of mountains rose on tbe 
right, the windings of the Lon enriched the luxa- 
riant vale, and towards the left the prospect was 
bounded by hills covered with wood. Near the 
small village of Hornby, the ruins of a castle ren- 
dered the view still more picturesque. The far- 
ther they withdrew from the coast, the more moun- 
tainous the aspect of the country became. The 
whole ride to Kirby Lonsdale is a continued suc- 
cession of hill and dale, ornamented with pleasing 
enclosures, and covered with thick woods. At 
this neat little town, standing on an eminence 
washed by the river Lon, they took some refresh- 
ment, and pursued their road, through a country 
abounding with romantic and agreeable views, to 
Kendal. 

Several 
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Sevetal ingenious, arts and eadeastve manufiic- 

tavei being carried on in this place, onr traveHen 

were detlUaed for ttKs pnrpose of examining them. 

The fesale aftd tnfiint poor are nsefuUy Employed 

in pre^rtkig worsted^ and kniUtog it mCo stockings. 

Great qntntities of a coarse kind of woollen goods 

are made here^ and exported, by wnj of Liverpool, 

to Guixica and 4be West Indies, fbrthe use ofthe 

negnies« The nuoaerdkis lanwyaids enabled the 

young people to gain ki dear idea of tke process 

of conceiting the hides of beasts into leather* The 

mills for scouring, fulling, and frizzing wooUen 

doth) next engaged their attention ; nor did they 

think their time nspent, in viewing the less im*' 

poitaat, thoi^h eurtnns inventions, of inking fish^^ 

hooks, 4ad cards for disentangling raw wool and 

piepArtog it for the spinnfB|g<-whGeL But of all 

the spteimens of art they saw in this town, the 

most elegant were displayed in the chinmey-pieoes, 

and other olmaiiiental worrks, (ormed of the marble 

of a latelyniiscoTeMdquarfy in the neighbourhood, 

^hich, for inaridty «f colour and fiae polish, is said 

to equal any ^^loduced in Greece or Itbly. Kendiai 

is bulk on anemtaeooe^in the midst of a fertile vak^ 

cAclosU by barren mountains and craggy rocks* 

It takes its name (torn the river Ken, whieh nearly 

surrounds it. The river is crossed by several 

bridges t at a little distance from one of them rises 

a roundish hill, crowned with the mined fragments 

of an nU castle. The plentifol suppljr of gsme, 

fish, 
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fisb^andwild-fow], formed a continual feast, whilst 
they were at Kendal, at a Tery cheap rate. A fine 
morning favoured an excursion to the falls of tfae 
Ken. It being market-day, they met vast oumbers 
of country people from the hills, in small light carts, 
filled with turf, or peat, cut from the surface of the 
earth, for the purpose of burning instead of coals. 

Their road led them to Miithorp, a village situated 
on a little peak near. the Ken's Mouth, whence the 
fine slates, in which. Westmorland abounds, are 
exported to Liverpool, London, Hull, and other 
places. 

Having reached Leven^s Bridge, close to a vefy 
ancient mansion belonging to Lord Suffolk, they 
entered the park, which presented so many beautieS) 
that they knew not which to admiremost. Catherine 
wascharmed with the profusion of uoble forest trees; 
some disposed in clumps, whilst the venerable oak 
formed an avenue ; and beech of a huge size, stand* 
ing alone, defied every storm. ' The faerda of elegant 
deer, that gambolled amongst the thickets of haw^ 
thorn, pleased Louisa. Edwin placed himself on 
thesteep bank of the river, rolling, with tl^ rapidity 
of a mountainotorrent, through the ground^ and 
fancifully overhung with bulging rocks and thick 
groves of birch. Arthur, always active, found a 
petrifying spring, called the Dropping Well, from 
which he collected several pieces of moss and 
branches of trees, in a state of petri&ction* 

Most reluctantly did they leave thb enchanting 
park; but they were somewhat reconciled by the 

romantic 
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romantic beauties of a glen^ on the edge of a pre- 
cipice aboTC the river, leading them to a poiat^ 
where a rough, bold arch, covered with ivy, con- 
nects the impending rocks on each side; beneath 
which the stream rushes in a dark, gloomy current^ 
and soon falls in a foaming ciitanict over several 
high ledges of the rock, after which it is concealed 
in the sfaady groves of Leven's Park. As they ad* 
vanced along the banks of the river, the Gothic 
tower of Sizergh appeared in the midst of an eppo* 
«ite wood, encompassed by lofty mountains; and a 
mill, with its large wheel turned by the stream, im- 
proved the rural scenery. In their return to Kendal, 
they passed through Sedgwiek, where there are large 
works for making gunpowder. The-fiitigae of their 
ride, and their minds being filled with the images of 
what they had seen, obliged them to retire early. 

At day -break, next morning, they were all ready 
for starting. Nothing could be more dreary, hilly, 
or barren, than their route to Bowness. The keen- 
ness of their appetites made them relish their break* 
fast, which prepared them for climbing a hill, 
broken with rude and craggy rocks. With diffi- 
culty the female part of the company reached the 
summit, but the extensive and beautiful view that 
presented itself before them, well repaid their ex- 
ertions. The greater part of Windermere Lake, 
with its ten islands, were acta from this point : a 
handsome house is built on the largest of them ; it 
is of a round form, for the purpose of enjoying the 

fine 



66 A FAMILV T0'9S. 

fint proipect on all sid«8«. The otlief islets vktfi, 
a m tk smftller than tbis) but tlicy hirre a fine cffisct 
fivoi being riebly adorned with mwd. Tkefaotdecs 
of this lake ave tanoaodod with rich inea<Wwi^ ftr* 
fila hUk^fcathered with baaotifal woodsy rnidl pec- 
p^ndicuIaFprecipicn : fRMithcfiniiresaftlieiwdifi 
{;row old jtws and holliei, with manj other alpi&e| 
shrubs. Haviag desoeaded bj the same path, tfaejr , 
crossed the lake in a boat, and landed on the Fat- 
ness shore, nnder a lofty rock, up which Ibey 
climbed* The scone firom the top astonished evety i 
mind . The towering height of Ry dal Head, eminent 
amongst a nmnber of inferior mcHiatains^ blocked 
iip the northern bay^ which appeared fringed with 
wood to the waler's edge. The opposite shore ad- 
Taneed into the kike, and showed the diurch and 
village of Bowness^ with several white oottages 
ranged beneath a rugged chain of clifiiB* Being 
invited by the deamess of the day to examine the 
difoent points of view that presented' themselves 
before them, they wandered about the rugged sum- 
mit, exploring the distant ptospeot on all sides. 
Thestngular beauties of this romantic country were 
greatly keightened by the variety of sumaser tiats, 
and the effibctsof the iigUs and shadows reflected 
by the towering he%hts of the neighbouring nMNin- 
tains; but the sudden approach of a storm inter- 
tupted their enjoyment From the west arose 
elouds, which collected together in vast columns; 
a hollow wind wkistled in the chasms ^ the iwka; 

'a splendid 
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iiipleiidiii rainbow extended from one side of the 
borieoa to the oilier ; rnmbliog thunder was heard 
hta dialatiee) and eymty clap was many times re« 
^ted trf the diftrent echoes (i) formed by the 
Rdtt of tbe fliottntains; larg^ drops of rain begaa 
to fall, and no shdier was at hand. Catherine and 
Louisa cIuDg to their mother, terrified at tbe in* 
creasiog tempest, which now borst with violence 
over their heads. There was nothing to be done 
bat to Bttiler the inconTenieace patiently, ander a 
iralgiog rock opposite to the direction of the wind, 
where Mrs. Middleio<B, by reasonable arguments 
and the firmness of her own example, restored her 
Gompanions to a tolerable degree of composare. 

Arthur, with undaunted courage, faced thestortt 
alone, determined to find some habitation where 
Ms mother and sisters might be sbdtered. The 
path being very slippery, from the rain, he descend* 
ed with great difficulty ; but he was not easily de« 
terred from his purpose, and being light and active, 
scrambled from one crag to another, till he drew 
near to a narrow vale, where he ws« conducted to 
a neat cottage, by the welcome sound of the bark^ 
ing of a shepherd's dog. He hastened to tbe door, 
and was readily admitted by a deeent, middle*^ed 
Woman, ^ a benevolent countef^ance, who had 
Qo sooner h«ard the csotive of his visit, than she 
called her husband, who wds engaged in mending 
his fishing-nets, io lay aside his worit, and give his 
assistance to the stmng^n* Being well acquainted 

with 
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with erery part of the mouDtain, be fonod the 
easil J, and conducted them, by a sborter, and md 
convenient way than Jbat by wbich Arthur hi 
descended, to his hospitable dwelling ; where tl 
kindness of his wife supplied them with dry clothe 
and a wholesome, though notlaxurious meal, sen 
ed up with cleanliness and order. \ 

Mrs. Mtddleton soon perceived that the inhabil 
ants of this cottage were of a class iar superior t 
the day labourer: every thing about them y^oi 
the appearance of decency and plenty. On en 
quiry, she found that the man held a small farnj 
which he often cultivated with his own bands. Tb| 
furniture was plain, but neat and convenient; an^ 
the manners of the farmer and his wife were gentle 
and their conversation intelligent. 

By the time that our travellers had. recovereq 
from their apprehension and fatigue, the weathe^ 
cleared, and gave them an opportunity of suri 
veying the peculiar beauties of this fertile vale^ 
bounded on each side by steep, irregular rockst 
whose projecting crags were partly covered with 
variegated hollies, yews, and birch ; amongst which 
descended a torrent from the upper region of the 
mountain, that, being swelled by the rain, rolled 
through eveiy obstacle with the impetuosity of Si 
cataract. The lake, with its woody islands, and 
the varied and romantic country behind it, laj '^^ 
full view before the house. 

It occurred to Mrs« Middleton, that if these good 

people 
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pie could accommodate her, she should. never 
bd a retreat more entirely to her taste for a summer 
pidence than their cottage. She made the pro- 
josai, which was gratefully accepted. It was 
kerefore agreed, that whilst some necessary pre* 
larations ivere made, she and her daughters should 
locompany the gentlemen to (he other principal 
ikes, and then return hither. 

Having taken leave of their new acquaintance, 
^ilh a promise of soon seeing them again, they re- 
rossed the lake, and advanced through a rocky 
Drt of wild forest, that presented many fine land- 
capos and peeps of the lake, till it narrowed gra- 
laally into a river, towards Newby Bridge; thence 
hey crossed ovear some wooded hills and pleasant 
rales, in. their descent into a salt-marsh that led to 
lie town of Ulverstone, the capital of that tract of 
Lancashire called Furness, which lies opposite to 
Lancaster, in the Bay of Morcambe. 

Curiosity invited them to visit the mouldering 
iralls andbrokenaithes of the once splendid Abbey 
)f Furness, that are still standing near Ulverstone, 
though now reduced by time to a venerable pile of 
raios. It was founded by King Stephen, before 
be atUined the royal dignity, and was stripped 
of its endowments by the rapacity of Henry the 
Eighth. 

The course of our party was afterwards directed 
towards Ck>nistoh Mere, through a ble^k, ba.rren 
Doautry, sometime; enlivened by fine. views of the 

sea 
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868, the sands, and ike vboh ooMt of LaocMhil 
After a long, dreary ride, thcrf poncetFed the la| 
extended at the base of a yast mage of rod 
mountains. It is of an oval form: itssheresa^ 
clothed with a ragged forest of undervrood, a^ 
present the vild scenes of mx UAinhabitod eoof 
try; bat the harsh features of Ube landscape sj 
softened by the calm, unruffled snr&ce of d 
orystal lake. 

At the head of this bcautifal psece of water, i 
the hollow betwoea two hills, appeared the vtllag 
of Coniston, with scatteied cottages; and the parU 
chnrch, whose bells sounded svwetly acion 4 
water. The boundary of the prospoot is fiwined b| 
a barrier of mountains, towertag to a pmiigH'^ 
height, in the shape of a ooae, or point, like tb 
mouth of a volcano. 

Having taken a fereweH of the subiiaae and bets 
tiful objects which surfoond this lake, thej pro^ 
ceeded through a forest of uaddrwood, intermixed 
with rock, extending to the fisot of the Westmor^ 
land and Cumberland monntains, till a sadden 'e^ 
scent brooght them to Ambleside, an old, iriefulai 
town, near which stands the venerable maosioa d 
Itydal Hall, adorned with rieb plantatioiis ^^ 
grand cascades, formed by the streams of a mmin' 
tain river, rushing down the precipices, orer a 
prodigious ledge of rocks, into the valky. 

They were conducted to %dal, by a most iste- 
resting guide, who was perfectly acquainted wi* 

the 
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IliiefiiLinooiite i9iiU»aad &mt pcHida of view abont 
4ie place. Slia was not oaroie thao ten years old. 
^er fmliires were beautiful; but the sweet, ex* 
ipression of ber oDUnteDauoe) tbe gentle respect- 
Ifidoess of her manners, hear modesty and inno- 
seooe, the neatness of her dress, (for she had put 
OS her holiday garbO had charms far beyond 
beauty. Oa Mia. Middleton's rewarding her for 
ber trouble, sbeenquised what she intended to do 
mith the mooey. "I will carry it to my grand- 
mother, said she, ^^ who is very old, and has but 
IHtle support, caeept what I gain by showing 
tttraagera the way to tbe fine views in the neigh* 
I bourhoed." All the children, at tbe same moment 
i9ctualod by a similar impulse, pulled ont their 
porses to seward the filial piety of this good grand- 
daughter: a design their mother approved and 
(McuTsed iu, by doubling her fi«t gift. 

Amoutttwions eountiy, iutersedAd witU a pro- 
digioQs variety of tcarmUs, breaking their way in 
wry direction down the hills, led them to Grass* 
laeie, aBother eharmiog oval lalt^, with a viliago 
and church situated on the opposite shose, bac)eed. 
by » almost perpendicukr pyiamiid of rock. As 
tliey entcared the county of Cuioberland, Mr. 
Fcaakliii. pointed out to his companions a barrow 
(X), or heap of Jiiatorical stones, caUed Dumnail 
Kaiae, supposed to be tbe monument of the last 
king of this county. 
; \ Our 
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Oar travellers had scarcely lost sight of Grassy 
mere, before a larger lake, called Leatbe's Water, 
appeared before tbeni. A naked pile of grej clifi 
^ extended on the left to its banks; while on th^ 
right the mighty Helvellyn descended in a ire* 
nlendons precipice of black rocks, overhanging 
the road for several miles. Many huge fragments, 
divided from the parent rock by the silent hand of 
time, had rolled down the steep sides, overwhelm- 
ing eveiy thing before them, till they reached the 
margin of the lake. 

After passing the romantic Yale of Legerthwajte, 
sweetly interspersed with cottages, and hemmed in 
by lofty mountains, they gradually descended the 
eminence of Castlerigg, which presented them ivitb 
the most enchanting and astonishing prospect they 
had yet seen in this land of wonders. 

Skiddaw, like the sovereign of the district, erected 
high his pointed summits on the right, and sunk, 
with many irregular swellings, into a rich, cultivated 
plain, adorned with luxuriant woods. Eveoiog 
overtook them ; but they were guided by a bright 
moon, that rose majestically, and illuminated with 
her silvery beams one side of the mighty Skiddaw, 
whilst its shadow covered the opposite plain. At 
the base of the mountain spreads the broad, tran- 
quil lake of Bassenthwayte; and, on the left, the 
delightful scenes of Derwent- Water completed the 
admirable landscape. 

Tbey 
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Tliey now drew pear to the neat town of Kes* 
wick, where they were well accommodated for the 
nighty in a comfortable inn. We will leave them 
for the present^ to eojoj the repose^ of which 
from exertion and fatigue, thej stood greatlj in 
need* 
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CHAP, VII. 

Wat&rfQJd. Skiddaw. Rash Courage cf Arthur, Carli^. 
Picts' trail, A singular Character. King of Patterdale. 
Reluctant Separation. Jfectionaie MemonaL ffhinfald 
Chase. 

oO &r from being weary of thesutcessive view of 
rocks, mountains^ hanging groves, and waterfalls, 
the whole party, after the refreshment of a good 
night*s rest, assembled at break&at with a new 
stock of spirits and cariosity. The morning was 
spent in rowing about the noble lake of Oerwent- 
Water, and visiting the four verdant islands with 
which it is adorned. In the afternoon, they changed 
the scene to the &mous fall of Lowdore. This 
cataract rolls down from a vast height, filling the 
chasm between two tall cliffs, dashing and foaming 
over innume^ble fragments, which have been 
broken off from the rocks above, and strewed to the 
edge of the lake. 

The ascent to the mighty Skiddaw employed 
them the next day, having engaged a guide and 
horses accustomed to clamber up and down the 
steep paths of the mountains. As they advanced 
higher and higher, the view became more exten- 
sive: 
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6196 s tibiey flecmed aft if they wtie Tm,vmg the iMurld 
Muid them : the lakes appeased like snaU pools^ 
and ikej looked down on nuHuitaia^, that befbre 
eeened to tim lo a treaMfidoBs beigbt. Onap- 
promdiing fte saaaiit, the winding path was so 
steep, that the horses panted fiur breath, and were 
ttftea obliged to slop Amt a osinvte or two before 
thcj could proceed. The wildness of tbe soene 
wss o^B incieaeed by th^ roaming at toments, 
which occasionally wave s0ea failing froip ledge to 
ledge, with their foam glistening amidrt the dark 
rocks. The air became thin and yery cold, though 
it was a warm day In the valleys beneath. The 
nearer they reaehed the top, the more terrific weie 
the precipiees, till, at length, fear overcame all other 
sensatidns, and made most of the company wish for 
asitoation of greater safety, though mlinly shame 
isstmined the boys firom expressing their appiehen« 
sions. After they had quitted the first tegipn of the 
moontaia, whidi produces, eoarse, long grfss, they 
<»meto a surface of kme, bfowq, slaty stope, eo▼e^ 
ingthe highest pianaqle; when tj^ith/By looked down 
on mcb an aqpiaaing extent of counliy, as can 
Bcaroely be imagined by Ihope who hnpfe never been 
raised so high above the coimiion level. To the 
nortti, they saw the vast tract of low bad Which 
extends between Bfissentfawa|te aqd the Irish 
Ghanad, marked with the silvery ijiindings of the 
river Def went. Whitehaven and fis white coast 
were distinetly seen, and €ockeprmonth ^med 
E 2 almost 



u 
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aloMist ander the eye. Rather moretotbe west, the 
guide pointed out to them the Isle of Man, which 
bore the appearance of a fiitntly«>fi>rmed cloud* 
Beyond the low coantry, to the north^ they obflem 
ed the wide Solway Frith 5 and a double range of 
the Scottish mountains, like lines of dark clouds, 
aboye it. To the southward and westward the 
whole prospect was an irregular and vast chain of 
dark mountains^ overpowering the mind by their 
grandeur, and exciting astonishment and awe 
rather than delight. Edwin was more affected 
than the rest; — a silent tear trickled down his 
cheek ; he became pensive and thoughtful, as if his 
mind was occupied with the sublimity of the objects 
around him, and of the Infinite Power by whom 
they were formed. The impression remained with 
him the test of the day, and restrained him froi^ 
joining in his brother's frolics, whose impetuosity 
seldom gave him time for reflection. 

The pass of Borrowdale next attracted tbeicob* 
servation, and damped the spirits of the mostlively 
amongst them, by its rugged^ gloomy^ terrific 
aspect. In the centre stands a huge, rocky PJ'^' 
mid, as if to guard the pass from the approach of & 
travdler : two craggy mountains project from eaca 
side, and appear connected with the rock between 
thera. Our party proceeded, with tremblhig «*^ 
and palpitating hearts, under the huge, misshape^ 
crags that impended over their heads, and sccme 

just upon the point of crushing them to pi^^^' 

pot 
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nor was their alarm diminished by the horrid crash 
i)f a large fragment, that actually separated from 
the main' rock, and rolled with irresistible fary for 
a considerable space. Besides this, innumerable 
masses strewed the way, piled over each other ia 
ivild confusion. By the persuasions of the guide^ 
they were, however, encouraged to quicken their 
pace, till they lost all sense of danger, and were 
soon cheered by the sight of a village, where they 
were invited by the worthy pastor to rest at the par« 
sonage house, and partake of bilberries, cream, thin 
oaten cakes, and ale of his own brewing. Having 
spent a cheerful hour with their hospitable friend, 
tbey set forward again, with many thanks for their 
kind entertainment. Mr. Franklin intermixed 
some historical anecdotes with the conversation on, 
the way ; among others, that in some of the re- 
cesses of these mountains, Henry, Lord Clifford, 
whose father was slain the day before the battle of 
Towton, was concealed from the fury of the Duke 
of York, who wished to revenge his father's cruel- 
ties on him. In this solitude he lived for twenty* 
four years, without the opportunity of learning to 
read or write. 

As they were loitering along the banks of the 
Derwent,- whose dear stream shows every trout as 
it glides along, Catherine's eye caught a cormorant 
(l), flying backwards and forwards over the river, 
and making a hearty meal of the fish beneath. They 
letumed to a late dinner at Keswick ; and in the 

afternoon 
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flRernboiE tke jptmg people irei« riloiired ta tMbtee 
tbenis^ves abroad wHhoUt testmifit. 

It was buflMd abo«t the town thai a pmiy vtm 
fbrnied to take an ease's (m) ejnrie^, wbiek bad 
jait been discot^eicd In the holloir oT a li%h rock 
10 the neighboarhood. Th^ report drew numbers 
of people togetber, wb^ bartened to tbe plaee^ to 
givetbdr assittantee in revenging tbe deptedaCiecis 
of this rapacious bird, which had carried off a gmi 
many yoiiDg lattbn, kidi, and poalt^. The nohe 
attracted fbe notice of Mr. Frankttn, and be jaind 
tke thrdngfyom cariosity; when be got to the top 
of tbe rock, bow great w%ts bis terror to perceive 
Arthur suspended by ropai ftom (he eliiF^ and jmi 
apott the point of reaching the shelf on which tfte 
nest was built. H» presence of mind restraint 
him from speaking, lesC his yonng friend^ alarmed 
at being discovered, shouM tose the courage neces- 
sary in his crHteal sRaattoa. He had tbe satbftc- 
tion of seeing him gain the point in safety, sfl^ 
brtag off an eaglet and an addle egg, the whole 
treasure of tbe nest, trinmphantly, amidst the shaot* 
ittg and hallooing of the people above, who endea* 
voured to frighten away the old birds, which fletr 
screaming around, withoot daring to attack bioi) 
whilst he was robbing them of their young. Tbe 
nest was roundish, and more than a yaid over, 
made of twigs twisted together. 

* An eagle's nM is caUid aa ejrie. 

As 



Am sooa aslie wwoiitof dangeij Arlbar received 
a sevem feproof £)r his temerit j from Mr. Franklin^ 
b«t beaofiened bis displeasure bj the acknowledg- 
ment of his «rxof^ and promises of greater caution 
ia fiitore. 

In a vak near the pass of Bojrowdale^ they were 
shows -a remaxkaUe mine that oontains an abun- 
daace ^ mineral earth oalled plumbago, but com- 
mimly known by the name of black lead, though it 
derives its mineral quality firom iron. This is what 
is used tot making pencils* It is extremely valu- 
able^ as these mines ^re rare. One was, however, 
discoveied latelf, about scgnsn miles north of Ayr, 
ia Scotland, near which it is found at the surfoce 
otAegfornkd. Fabroni relates that plumbago is 
formedl, in a humid state, at the bottom of some 
wells in tiie kingdom of Niyple^ and r^ularly 
coUectfid every six months. 

Not choosing to leave Cumberland without see- 
i»g its <ia|iita], tbey took a ride to the anoient city of 
Cartide^ipleBsantly situated on an eminence at the 
conflttence of lAiree fine rivers: it- is surrounded by 
a stone wail, and has a venerable old castle^ and a 
42iladd built by Henry the Eighth. They visited 
the .cathedral, the loof of which is elegantly vaulted 
witli wood; and it has a noble window, of fro- 
djgious size, adorned with curious pillars. 

Amongst the peouUar customs of domestic life, 
in Ihis part of the country, is that of washing only 
tw<iee a year. 

The 
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The manufactures'^ as usual, attracted their atten- 
tion; and after yiewing the various operations in 
' perfecting checks, cottons, and printed linens, the 
children were particularly amused with the dexte- 
rity and ingenuity of boys and girls of their own 
age, in making whips and fishing-tackle. 

The salmon-lGshery, in the Eden^ presented a dif- 
ferent but equally^greeable scene of entertainment. 

The marks of antiquity, denoted by the walls and 
the castle, led Mr. Franklin to observe that this was 
a flourishing place in the time of the Romans, and 
when they deserted it, was ravaged by the Scots 
and Plots, against whose incursions was built the 
great Picts' Wall, relicts of which are still to be 
traced from Newcastle to near this place. The 
Scotch rebels, in 1745, got it into their possession; 
but it was retaken soon after by the Duke of Cum- 
berland, and some of its fortifications demolished. 

Mr. Franklin having a little touch of the anti- 
quary in his character, pj^rsuaded Mrs. Middleton 
to visit the remains of this wall, which terminates 
at Boulness, near Solway Frith. When they ap- 
proached this famous barrier, they observed an 
elderly gentleman taking the dimensions of tbe 
foundations, with a pouch at his back, and an ink- 
bottle at his button, it proved to be the celebrated 
Mr. Hutton, who, at the age of seventy-eight, tra- 
versed the extent of this wall (seventy-four miles) 
twice, on foot, unmindfol of heat or fatigue. WItk 
the most obliging civility he answered all their 

questions, 
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questions, and readilj gave them a concise account 
of the various vestiges of antiquity he had been 
exploring. He pointed out to them the difference 
between the earth-mounds raised by Agricola and 
Adrian^ and the more durable fabric of stone* work 
erected by Sererus : the latter, he toM them, was 
eight feet thick, twelve feet high,, with battlements 
nearly four feet higher^sThis wall was fortified witht 
eighteen principal stations, eighty -threecastles, and 
three hundred and thirty turrets. ^< The histoiy of 
tbe events connected with it," continued the humane 
old mao, ^^ would make you shudder. It was the 
scene of contest between the borderers on each side 
of it, and has been defaced by the hostile attacks of 
savage enemies, to whom plunder and assassination 
were familiar." This grand effect of human artj 
the work of the greatest men of their age, and of the 
most renowned nation then exifting, in some few 
places is still undecayed : in others, it can only jast 
be traced ; and every year is diminishing itsremains, 
as some of the proprietors of the estates through 
which it passes, have so little taste as to destroy the 
wall for the sake of the materials. 

The remembrance of the devastations practised 
by both natioDs on the borders of their neighbours, 
is still preserved in a play common amongst the 
village children in these parts. It is called Scotch 
and £ngUsti9 or the Raid. 

Two of the leaders are appointed captains of the 

opposite bands.. Each party then strip, and deposit 

£ 5 their 
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^k eloUiei IB Iwo heapi, each «pcHi thehr eim 
ffounif wkich is divided bj a itoae^ fimniog a 
iMNwdarjr between the two kisgdoms ; or perhaps it 
mty aetve for a repreaenUlaen of the wall. Each 
liitte axmy penonates the inTadets^ the Engli A side 
dying out, ' Here's a leap into thy land, dry-bel- 
lied Soot/ The oniost powerfal try to plunder their 
antagcoisto : a general scramble aisues. He who 
i^ caught OR the ORemy'sterritoiy, becomes apri« 
Boneffy and can only be rescued by his coiDpanims 
on the other side. Sometimes these contests are so 
fiirioua^ that ofle party deprives the other of all 
theur mm aipd property. 

The day beingnearly spent in examining Carlisle, 
they retttffoed in the erening to their old quarters* 

WiAh reluctance they bid farewell to Keswick, 
and after a dreary ride over a barren moor, reached 
thebaaka of UUs?- Water, which is next in size to 
Windermere, lake those lakes tfa^ had before 
f^en, it is surronnded by high mountains and per* 
pendicalar roehs^ enriched with yews, holly, and 
beech tuees* There is a great deal of pasture, and 
some arable land, on the banks of this lake; and 
aft the upper end is a line wood, that desccfldafrom 
the mountain's brow to the edge of the water. The 
Utile village of Patterdale^ enclosed by shady woods 
and rich meadows, stands at the farthest extremity. 
The rustic inhabitants have given the title of king to 
th« richest man of tfaehrcoflsnaaity, who lives in an 
^ ruiootts hoose^ called the Palace of Patterdale. 

Having 



ftaviiig tsatd tliett fi»pddB t^ hh vvajiifyy tbqr got 
into n boat, Md im^lumkii M tkt Kiilibeni Mmk 
nf tire lulM^, ju9t Wkere Ihe ciitigiilflrUil'of Oon- 
maRMisMen^iilittped itkei m^ar>'lwr,mKl imr«nd 

Astheyndtmoed to^aYd* Paiiritb, tte«o«Mr|r 
became more ciiltivttt^, and adwrtted wtth gwiHe- 

On a Irigli faifl, to the nonrth df tlieUwa, 
& watch^-towetr, Gt beacon, bailt^rf'stoiie, "pAAA i 
maMdii tbre rietr orairideirMi^,aiid HM MflMctedlD 
give %be lAavm on %e itp]^voacli <tf aa enemy) %lMi 
£n;glaad and Scotland wens hoMile firtfUicins. 

The f>oliCeiiilkabif ants, and ifae neatbnlMingt df 
Pentitb, (whic%, like moift others in Afeneighbour- 
bood, are of a pectAiar kind ofred-«toiie^) preaented 
b very different asrpeet ftom the ra^ral hamlets and 
rotnantie wildne^ of the conntty Cfaey had jM kfik 

Acdbrding to apte^coneek^ted j4an)^iir ttaTethm 
^eptffated at this place : M^^. MfdAt^on and im 
dangfatefB tetutning to Ihe fetm^honi^ on the Mb^ 
adf Windermere, whilst Mr. FiMkUn and the boys 
p]t>ceeded to cdrnplete thecitt^nit x>f tbe n^rtbe^ 
paKof Bngland. 

Catherine and Lbni^a werfc tety ao«y that Iheir 
meiher wonld go no futihet ; but as they ki^w that 
her determinations were alHrtcy^ founded on reason, 
and that, ^h^n onc6 fljEed, they Were unalterable^ 
they submitted without a mnrmdr. At patting with 
their brothers, they tfntreated t6 hav^ a eonstani 
account of every thing they should see in their 

journey. 
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journey, that wa» curious and instructive, as the 
only means of partaking with them the pleasure and 
improvement of their future travels. Mis. Middle- 
ton approved the request, and having put her sons 
under the protection of Mr. Franklin, hastened the 
girls into the carriage, and proceeded to her 
favourite retirement near Windermere. 

Mr. Franklin and his companions mounted their 
horses, and rode Over a fine cultivated tract, with a 
distant view of the rich valley of Lowtber, clothed 
with noble woods. They quitted the high road for 
the purpose of examining the remains of Brougham 
Castle. Thecentre of the building is a loBy, square 
tower 5 Hbose shattered turrets and hanging galleries 
are overgrown with shrubs. The lower apartmest 
in the principal tower still remains entire ; it ^ 
spacious, and covered with a vaulted roof of stone, 
of light and elegant workmanship. Mr. Franklia 
remarked, that probably it was used for a prison^ 
or as a retreat, during the time of an assault, ioi 
the women and principal persons of the family* 

A stone pillar, Erected by the side of the road, 
excited Edwin's curiosity ; he dismounted and read 
an inscription, by which he found that the pillar was 
an afiectionate memorial of the last parting of Anne, 
countess dowager of Pembroke, with her mother, la 
1616. A little further on, they observed the de- 
cayed trunk of a prodigious oak, called Three- 
brojlbex Tree, for having concealed three brothers 
within it. Arthur took a string out of bis pocket, 

and 
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and measured- its circumference, which was full 
ten yards. 

The road led them through an ezteasife foresf, 
named Whinfield Chase, a large track of which 
has lately been cultivated. At Kirby-Thore, they 
saw the remains of a Roman causeway, and othec 
antiquities; and soon after they reached Appleby, 
the coanty town of Westmorland. It is an an- 
cient place, built on the side of a hill, crowned at 
the top by an antique caslle; a few modem build- 
ings of red freestone are intermixed with the testy 
and have a pretty effect. From the terrace, on 
the eastern side of the castle, they enjoyed a fine 
Yiew of the river Eden, which forms a winding 
lake, amidst lofty, hanging woods; on the left, 
the clifts and precipices rise perpendicularly from 
the water, and are overhung with majestic oak 
and ash trees. From Appleby they advanced into 
Yorkshire, where the romantic situations and na- 
tural coriosities of Richmondshire and the district 
of Craven, led them out Qf the direct road, to 
Settle, a neat mariiet town, whence Arthur dis- 
patched a letter to his sisters^ with which the next 
chapter will commence. 
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CHAP. TIIL 

Y^rdei Cat€. A stfquesUred Village. . Caverns, Weathered 
Cave, Jngleberough Mountain. Singular Phenomenon, 
Poetic Description of a Cave, Canal, fTooVen ManuM 
iures, Henry Jenkins. 

ARTHUR TO CATHERINE St tOUiSA^ 

Set^^ 

The first quiet hoxir I have been able to get^^ I 
devote to you; being eager to describe all the^un- 
common objects that have detained ns since we 
parted. 

fidwin an^ Mr. Franklin are out botanising; 
for the neighbourhood of this place is full of W^ 
plants. Let him fill his letter with their bard 
names ; you know I have but little taste for ex- 
amining flowers: something that requires less pa- 
tience, and is on a larger scale, pleases me better* 
We have seen two quarries, one of black marble, 
which is hewn into monuments, chimney-pieces^ 
and other statuary, and when polished looks very 
elegant ; the other of fine, large, blue slate, i?hich 
I a pretty, useful covering for the houses fa' 

and 



Uki mar. Several pieoes of Ihe siftte were bt^ 
spMigled wiik yellow marcsfiiles ; and «4beii aeen* ^ 
ed gilded wfth the imprewion oftatn^ F^^> ^1^* 
leaves^ aad other vi^getables. 

Near the slale>>q«arr]r tolb a majestk rfTer, froit 
rock to rock, in a nariow, deep chasai ; but this U 
no novelty to yeu^ who are fanblin^ ajmongat the 
CombeTland tnoantaias. I had fine dttenion in 
croiBing this river on foot: iht broken firagnenttof 
rock that rose above the water afforded us a drjr 
footiag* ; and before I readied the shore, I contrived 
to give Edwicf a good splashing: he bore it with 
good-faumour, and I loved him the better for it« 

YordesCave, in tbe Yale of Kingsdale) reseubka 
tiie Peak of Derbyshire, but it is still more vast and 
magnificent than that: it is watered by a small 
brook, and adorned with besotifnl petri&ctions of 
the moat grotesque forms. From the dome of the 
Chapter House, a fanciful name given to one of the 
chambers, fails a clear cascade, into a basin of 
transparent water* Many yeats aga^a poor mad-t 
man escaped from his keepers^ andliid himself in 
this cavern for a week, in the depth of winter i 
thongh I s^p^Mise season makes no diffinenoe in 
sticb plhi^s. He bad tbe pfecanlion, though mad, 
to provide a good basket of prog, and ia walk 
backwards, that the tracks of his feet in tbe snow, 
whicb then coveted the ground, might deceive bis 
pmmers* 

The m^ntoin^ in tbe side of whidi Yosd^ Carts 

is 
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is situated, is named Gragaretb. On the edge of 
its base is an opening into an nnfetlioniable chasm^ 
called Jingling Cave, because whatever is thrown 
into it makes a jingling sound; then the noise 
stops, and then it is heard again, rolling and rum- 
bling as the stones do that are thrown into Elden 
Hole. Oar horses, and two dogs that came with 
us from the inn, shook with fear whilst they stood 
^ near the brink, as anunals are said to do at the mo- 
ment of an earthquake. I think their feelings are 
tolerably sure guides, so I was glad to descend into 
a pleasant vale that led us to Ingleton. It is a pretty 
village, built where two rivers meet, and enclosed by 
the lofty mountains of Gragareth, Whernside, and 
Ingleborough ; the two last of which are thought as 
high as any in England. When the top of Ingle- 
borough is covered with a thick, white mist, which 
the country people call putting on his nightcap, 
there are often strong gusts, called helm*winds, 
because they proceed from the cloud, or helmet^ 
that covers the head of the mountain. 

Chapel-in-tbe-Dale is a wild, romantic spot, that 
seems separated from the rest of the world byhigh 
precipices of lime-stone rock; in the midst of it is 
the head of the river Wease, or Greta, which, after 
having run nearly two miles underground, gushes 
out of several fountains at once, all within -twenty 
or thirty yards of each other. . Numerous flocks of 
sheep and herds of cattle are bred in this vale, where 
the rich meadows and pastures supply them with 

plenty 
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plenty of the best hay and grass; but scarcely any 
thing grows here that is food for roan. Neither 
grain nor fruit is to be seen : a handful of goose- 
berries would be a gift for the chief man of the 
district : yet the people seem both happy and good* 
humoured^ and treated us with the greatest civility. 

The sides of the mountains in this part of the 
country, are full of caverns, chasms, and deep 
openings^ of all sizes and shapes; many of them are 
called pots, irom being open at top like a sauce* 
pan, and most of these havetbeir bottoms filled with 
vater, from some stream that runs through the 
bowels of the mountain. After heavy rains, these 
ivaters sometimes rise to the top and run over, 
though the pot is of an amazing depth. Hurtle 
Pot is a most horrible, gloomy, deep, round hole, 
above thirty yards across at the mouth. We ven- 
tured down by a steep, slippery path, to the margin 
of the lake at the bottom, where I was near losing 
my life, from a deception of sight, caused by the 
shining of the sun from above, on the surface of 
the water, which reflecting the lower part of the 
surrounding rocks, they appeared like a rugged 
bottom just beneath. A large black trout rising in 
sight, (swarms of which live in these subterranean . 
pools,) I was on the point of stepping, as I thought, 
on the shallow bed of rock to cafch it; but the 
guide happily stopped me in time, for the water is 
of an unknown depth. 

I am afraid yon are almost tired of caverns, and 

rocksj 
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Mcks, and wonders midtfrgrouod ; yet I must try to 
gite you a faint description of Weathercoat Cave, 
tbovghl the most eurpriMBg curiosity of tbe kind in 
Ihe Mand of Gieat Britain. It is a stupendous sub- 
terraaeaii cataract, in a buge cave^ the top of which 
is even with the adjoining land. This cave is of a 
loxeage form, divided into two parts by a rugged, 
grotesque arch of liaie«stoae rock : in the smallest 
cav^n b a petrifying well, with passages and wind- 
ings that would bewilder the most caatioos. With 
wome diffioulty we descended, passed under the 
arch, and entered the great cave, where we viewed 
the Qmafling cascade with silent astonishment. Out 
of a hole in the rock isuies a torrent, as large as the 
New River near London ; it rushes forwaad with a 
bending, that shows it has had a steep, descent, be- 
fore it appears outwardly, atod then tumbles pear- 
pendioularly twenty^ ve yards to the bottom, with 
a roaring that stuns and startles the boldest ad- 
venturer. The 8|N'ay fills the cave; and the sun 
most kindly shining at that moment *very brightly 
ttpon it, fiMrraed a beautAfttl, small, vivid rai»bow, 
WithiA a few yards of os. How I wished for jrou, 
my dear girls, tbosq^ presently afterwards I rejoiced 
that yon were in safety at a distance; for we were 
led by curiosity to explore a dark Ghafl»ber at the 
very bottom of the cave, wi^re we were ak^ med, 
not only by tlie increasing sound of the cascade^ 
which became tremendous, but by the shakiaK of 
Uw ifocksoa Which weatood^asweUes those afomnd 

us. 
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VI. We weie ghd to cbAnge our ntaalioii, and 
retufti to open day, wUbool eaanining the nam- 
berIeB0 gatterievand openings^ watered by rivotetfe 
and caaimde^ with which the guide told ua the 
ca?ero abHtindiMl. 

Mjr oompanioiiS) I see, are rcturai^g frdm their 
walk) and I am ttitod of scribbling ; bo, with dolj 
to toy mother, I shall say adie^ 

AUTHUR. /. 

Whilst Arthur was sealing hh tetter, his brother 
and Mr. Franklin came in, with their hands fall 
of plants, *^hich they arranged according to their 
class and order, Whilst dinner was preparing. 
Edwin agreed to defer writing till he had seen 
Leeds, and the other principal towns in the 
clothing country, whence he sent the following 
letter : 

MT V^l^^'Bk SIS7EB8, 

BEFORE I say any thing of this pia^e, I must 
go back to the district of Cmi^n and Richinond«- 
Aife, the natural wonders of which, Arthur de* 
Bcribed oaly a part of; indeed, it would form a 
htrge irolaMe lo relate what we saw, and we were 
aUigcd to pass of et many things well worth ob« 
lerratien. 

The huge mountain of InglelxMOugh claims the 
first nolice: it rises above all the western country, 

and 
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and takes in a range of between twenty and thirty 
miles in its immense base ; the npper pari of it is 
fall of holes and rocky chasms. We ascended the 
'summit, on which lies an open plain, partly sur- 
rounded by the ruins of an old wall. ^Some say it 
was a Roman station. To wlatever people it be- 
longed, i suppose it surrounded some military 
tower or castle, for defence and observation ; for the 
whole country between us and the sea, for nearly 
sixty miles, appeared stretched out like a map, in 
which might be traced roads and rivers, and the 
exact situation of towns, villages, seats, hills, vales, 
forests, capes, and bays; of course, the approach of 
an enemy's army, even at a great distance, could 
not be concealed from a garrison placed here. 
The former consequence of these fortifications is 
forgotten, and their remains are seldom seen, bat 
by a few shepherds, who feed their flocks on the 
declivity, and travellers, who, like us, are not to 
be prevented, by a little trouble, from satisfying 
their curiosity. The soil on the top is so dry and 
barren, that nothing thrives on it but a spongy I 
kind of moss. The stones, for a great way down, 
are of the sandy, gritty sort, with free-stone slate 
amongst them : upon the base, the rocks are lime- 
stone to an enormous depth. Several springs pro- 
ceed from the highest part of the mountain, and 
are lost when they come to the lime-stone rock ; 
but after running a mile or two underground, 
burst out again in the vales, and then wind ia 

various 
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various courses to the Loo, or the Ribble^ which 
empty themselves into the Irish Sea. Black and 
brown marbles are found in the bowels of this 
mountain ; also spars of various sorts, and icicles 
formed of congelated water in its caverns. In 
sonie parts there aie slates of different shades of 
brown and blue; in others, rotten-stone, blood- 
stone, and lead ore. The country people cut peat* 
moss, for fuel, from the sides, which are often co- 
vered with heath : amongst it spring up various 
sorts of ferns and mosses; above all, the rein-deer 
roossy seedums, cranesbill, scurvy grass, birds' ejres, 
liverworts, orchisses, lily of the valley, columbines, 
bilberries, and cranberries. In some places it is 
adorned with tall shrubs. We saw the mountain 
vine, bird-cherry, mountain ash, guelder rose, stone 
bramble, with red and black currants. You must 
not suppose that this elevated region is without in- 
habitants : grouse, the ring*ouzle, and wheat-ears, 
make their nests and rear their young upon it un- 
molested; foxes, mountain cats, wild-cats, pole- 
cats, weasels, stoats, badgers, and martins, burrow 
within its cavities : in short, within and without, 
it is fuU of entertainment to those who take a plea- 
sure in the works of nature. 

We were so well amused by this excursion, that 
time passed insensibly, and before we were awaro 
of it night came on, and being cloudy, it grew very 
dark ; but as we had descended into the Vale, and 
had a careful guide, we did not regard it, till 

Arthur 
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Arthur ettMed eut, uriArno smrit tepU«li«n,4liat he 
and his horse were both on firo. The guide having 
gone a quarter of a mile forward, to see whether we 
had taken the right road, could not e:qpJ«ia the 
matter to us; but Mr. FrankUo was a good deai 
surprised for a moment, to see not only Avtbut and 
his horse, but himself and me, and our hanea, 
besprinkled with fiery sparks, which flew about us in 
all directions, and seemed to rise out of the ground. 
With his accustomed presence of mind, he applied 
his finger to several of the largest, and found that 
they did not bum ; he therefore concluded thut the 
earth on which we rode was of a peculiar kind, 
sometimes found on morasses and damp peaces, that 
throws out a bright, shining light, like sparks, when 
it is moved In the dark, as you have seen the sea. 
do at Brighton, when struck by the oars of a boat 
in a dark night. I gathered a handful of the earth 
and put it in my pocket, as I found there was no 
danger of setting my coat on fire, and intended ta 
preserve it, amongst other curiosities, ft r you; but, 
to my great mortification, when I brMght it to the 
light, it was nothing more than mere black mould, 
without any thing to distinguish it from that in a 
common flower-pot. 

Ovid's description of the cave wtifere Actseon 
chanced to meet Diana and her nymphs ansusing 
themselves with bathing, so exactly represents the 
beauties of Gate-Kirk Cave, that I shall gite yon 
no other. 



"iStOWii in a val^wHli pine and cjrprcis da(), 

Rf^Ksli'd witb ^mUh wiads, ^d hiHHm with fMie, 

The chaste Diaoa'^ .^ivate haunt there stood. 

Full in the centre of a darksome wood : 

A spacious ^rotto^ all around overgrown 

With hoary moss> and arch'd with pumice stone. 

From oat ks rocky clefts the waters flow, 

Aad trickluif «««)1 iiit9 a J^dLebskmr : 

Nature Jbad o?Vy ipbere so pi^'d Jwer part. 

That ev'ry whete.she s^em'd to vje with a^ t: 

Here the bright goddess, toil'd and fhafd with heat« 

Was wont to bathe her ifi the cool retreat.'* 

At the f^at of the high and romantie Tocks, called 
GiggleswickScar^ within a mile t>T two of Settle, we 
saw theextraoidioary well tha< ebbs and flows often 
three times in an hour ; the water, by inrns, rising 
and sinking two feet, wttbotrt anj visible cause for 
this alteration. Mr. Franklin acknowledged, that 
lie could not account for it tt> his oirn aatisfaction ; 
so I shall not mtfke the attempt, but leave it to 
some jrtiilosopher lo explain at a fiitHretime. 

The countrjr around Skipton is uneven and rug- 
ged; the surface of the vales is fertile; and the 
bowels of Ihe mountains abound with rich mines of 
lead. 

We travelled, in our way hither, many miles by 
the side of the new canal, wbichhas been cut *>r 
fte purpose of more easily conveying coalsj lead, 
and Other heavy produce, thart by land carriage, in 
a country Where the roads are often so steep, that R 
is difficult to ascend and descend in a post-chaise ; 

of 
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of cotine, it is yerjr iacoOTenicDt and daDgerom 
for laden waggons. At Binglejr we were enter- 
tained with the locks, which are a contrivance for 
making the water on a leyel, when barges are to 
pass from ati eminence to a descent : there are five 
or six of them together; and we saw barges both 
go up and come down eighty feet perpendicular, in 
the distance of a hundred yards. How useful are 
ingenuity and industry, if they can produce such 
wonderful effects! 

Between Bradford and Leeds stand the grand 
and venerable ruins of Kirkstal Abbey; the s^ht 
of them affected me with a melancholy awe that I 
know not. how to express, though perhaps you, 
Catherine, have felt it, on beholding the silent 
fragments of a decayed palace, once the abode of 
splendour and cheerfulness. 

Perhaps you do not know that Yorkshire, being 
a very large county, is divided into three parts, 
called Ridings ; the one lying to the north, the 
others east and west. The north-western side of the 
county is one continued ridge of motmtainous rocks, 
rich in mineral treasures^ yielding c(^per, lead, 
alum, stone, jet, marble, and coal. A race of very 
large deer, and numbers of goat^, bro wsce on the out« 
side, and look pretty, skipping from crag to crag. 

We are now got into the midst of the clothing 
country, where every body looks busy and cheer 
ful. Leeds is the great market for the coloured 
and white broad-cloths, of which vast quantitie 

are 



ire sold in the Clotii Halb. It is like -^Mr on- 
market days. Eurly in ihe noraing^ theclotbiera* 
from all the naghbouriiig parts crowd to the tcwny 
aad, aa soon as a certain bell rings, the pieces .o£ 
doth are placed on benches fov sale, without the 
least ooke or disorder, in the diffesmt ImUs, wh^' 
the buyers enter,' and presently fix on what they' 
want. The whole business w mostly coiopletecl in 
an hour, when the clothiers return home to their 
families, to enjoy the reward of their labour. 

Bradford, Halifax, and Wakefield, are all en* 
gaged in the cloth manufactures; they each excel 
io particular kinds of goods, but we are not likely 
to see them, as we shall bend our course another 
way. Mr. Franklin says, (bat the Yorkshire wool* 
lensy besides clothing vmtt nnmbers of our own 
countrymen, are sent in large quantities to Hol- 
land, Germany, Russia, Spain, and Italy. The 
wool for the finest cloths is brought from Spain ; 
the rest comes from fhe southern parts of England, 
and firom Norfolk. From this we may learn, that, 
with a friendly disposition, the inhabitants of very 
distant places may be useful to each other. 

The northern part of the county is remarkably 
healthy : many people there live to be an hundred 
years old : but the most extraordinary instance of 
long life was Henry Jenkins, an inhabitant of Mid- 
dleham, who died at an hundred and sixty-nine. 
After he was an hundred, he was more active and 
hardy than many at sixty. He then used to swim 

F the 



99 A v:umxx mn. 

the nfen; and he wa9 once cdted into emut toh 
gite an aodomit of lOBie. ctrcumlance tbat hnp<^ 
penad an hundied asd fortf yeart bdbie. lo sncb 
a loi^ life he liad maay cbai^es of fininae ^ he 
was ai one tinw hatlef U» a nobteflHUi; then he 
tarnid ffahewHin; and at hut lited WfwoL the 
oharitjir of his neighboma* 

I have man J tUngs. more to tell yov, but my 
bttei 18 alieady so long^ I mml defer thtoi till 
another oppoitunity. Adteo, your aftctioaate 
toother^ 

EDWIN. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Moramans. Poniefpoct. Castle, Manufactures at Sheffield, 
Races. York, Antiquities, Otise, Cathedral. Fine Seat, 
Sir^ilHmn Gtuebigne: Dropping ff^elL Studley Park, 
Greta Characters, 

JOUIUVEYING Oft southwardly Mr. Fraaklm 
and bis companions incited <he seltteBMBt of 
Iforariasis^ a few miles from Leeds* They are s 
religions seet, who harve beie fiontted aA establish- 
ment, ajmrt from the test of the wovld, that beai» 
some resembianoe to aeonteat of both sexes, the 
single men and women living' apart: they are 
supported by their own itidustry, and aregovenwd 
with tiie gt^eatest older and deeonHta. The fango 
of bafldingfr they inhaUt, equals many of the o6l* 
legea at the univetrities. 

The extensive nui\s^ grounds^ Md large plant- 
ations of licorice, neaf Ponl^tfiMni^ aMrvetted par. 
Ucalat noltoe; and the tuftis of its ancien* castle 
exeiled a sigh, as Mr. Fraaklii^ related manr^ tia« 
gieal events that btfve pttssdd; wittiln ita w&Hs^ iMpe« 
ciaHy (he murder cff Rkhavd the Secondv who is 
Mplgmed to httv« been Aeie mtwX* to death* The 
GOMtry ftorn Podteftlict to Bamsley is blctok wkb 
F 2 coal-pits 



454482"/\ 



100 A FAMILY T0t7S. 

coal-pits and the smoke of fire-eogines; the town 
partakes of the same hue, which is rather increased 
by a number of iron^works. 

On the road to Sheffield, they observed some 
fine woods to the left, and on the right they perceived 
Wentworth Castle, a noble mansion belonging to 
the Earl of Strafford, which they could not pass 
without a nearer examination. The old front is a 
very extensive, bold, plain building, containing 
many spacious apartments, with the hall and a mag- 
nificent gallery extending through the house, and 
supported at each end by two marble pillars. The 
view finMB the windows of this grand room is ddight* 
fnl, commanding the whole vale, with its opposite 
hills beautifully clothed with wood and villages, and 
adorned with several ornamental buildiogs: befi>re 
it opens the verdant lawn of the park, gradually 
sloping to a great sheet of water, winding so as to 
appear like a serpentine xiy&r^ bordered by noble 
groves of oaks, descending on each side of the house. 
The new front forms a fine contrast with the more 
ancient one, and affords a beautiful specimen of 
Grecian architecture, with a highly-finished por- 
tico, resting on fluted Corinthian pillars. 

Though Sheffield is a dirty, unpleasant town, 
Mr. Franklin contrived to render it agreeable to his 
pupils, by showing them the different branches of the 
iron trade and cutlery ware, for which it has been 
bug famous. Many workmen are also employed in 
sUver and flttf er*ptetHMS* Perhaps few mechanics 

earn 
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earn more tban the grinders, becanse their occapa- 
tion 18 dangerous, and much exactness i& required 
in finishing edge-tools. A variety of these are 
made here in great perfection; such as scissors, 
knives, razors, lancets, and surgical instruments* 
There is besides, a mechanical invention of turning 
a number of grindstones, with different d^rees of 
swiftness, by a set of wheels put in motion by one 
water-wheeL The tilting-mill is another curious 
contrivance, that, by means of a water-wheel, 
keeps a huge hammer at work upon an anvil, and 
at the same time causes the bellows of «n adjoining 
forge to blow regularly* There is likewise a large 
«i&-mill, formed on the model of that at Derby, 
and works for smelting lead. 

' In the great church i^ a noUe monument to the 
memory of George, Earl of Shrewsbury. The in- 
scription records, that the beautiful, accomplished, 
and unfortunate Mary, queen of Scots, was sixteen 
years in his cnstody. 

The rivers Sheff and Dun unite in the town : the 
hitter soon becomes navigable, and running into the 
{lumber, conveys the unwrought iron from Hull, 
and returns the manufiictured articles thither, to be 
exported to America and the West Indies, as well 
as to various parts of Europe. 

The Duke of Norfolk's colliery, in this neigh- 
bourhood, claimed attention . The ovens for burn- 
ing the small refuse coal into coke, for the use of 
different manufactories that require an intense 
heat, were particularly ezamiaed, on account of 

their 
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tbeir nofffUy* Each oven is a ciroalur brick 
bnildiog, tea feet in diameter, and five feet high, 
with an opening at top to admit the coal. When 
once heated, the work goes on night and day« In 
I6rty»eight hoars the coal is converted into a aub* 
stance that is extremdy hard and heavy, of a gtegr 
colour and metallic brightness. When completed, 
it is raked out at a door in the side, and the oven 
filled again. 

Having seen every tfaipg worth observation at 
Sheffield, they turned towards the north-east, and 
passed through Rotherham, also famed for its ikon* 
works, on their way to Doncasler. They arrived 
there at the time of the races, which had assembled 
a concourse of genteel company firom all parts of 
the eonntry, and gave an unusual vivacity to the 
pkice. It is said to be as ancient as the tiive of the 
Romans, which is confirmed by the remains of one 
of their highways. It is now a large town, fiiU of 
inhabitants, clean and well built; the streets are 
broad and paved x it has a handsome town-house, 
and two fine stone bridges over the Don. At onls 
end of the town stands a memorable old cross, with 
a Norman inscription. Knitting various articles 
of clothing is the principal manufacture carried on 
here. 

Having partaken the diversion of the course, 
and admired the beautiful proportion of the racers, 
this county being celebrated for its fine breed of 
horses, they renewed their journey; and, after 
passing through Ferrybridge aad Tadcaster, with- 
out 
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0irf fledag aay fbimg reiy mm^kable ui ckberi iif- 
rived aa&Iy at Yoifc^ which hat beoa long eiteeai- 
ed the capital of the north* 

From thi0 phoe Edwin diipatdicd a letter to his 
jaother, whieh we shall preseat to mat readers. 

York. 
HY DEAR MOTHEB, 

WITH aacere pkasnie, I sit down to relate to 
you whai we have seea siaoe we aniTed at this 
town. It otaads in a huge, open plain, where its 
lofty cathedral is the most striking ofageet Tiie 
hooaes are generally old and built of timber, bat 
the streets are of a tolerable bveaddi. The rtTSr 
Onse runs theongh the centre of it, and is covered 
with Tessels of considerable siza 

Many renmants of antiquity are still to be seen; 
sereval old gateways, and a grsat part of the waH, 
aeealmost entire. The Romans had a temple here, 
dedicated to BeUoaa, goddess of war ; and three of 
their highways omsed the city. The castle, built 
by William the Conqueror, is used fof the county 
gaol : it is made extremely convenient, having a 
eounty-bali, and separate apartments for the female 
prisoners, both faandsoase, modem buildings, wifli* 
in ft. 

Let us turn from this abode of misery to a place 
devoted to pleasure:.! mean the assembly-room, 
whieh is a spacious hall, built in the Egyptian 
tStyk^ and decotated with a profusion of pillars and 

other 
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•Other oroaments; but it bas a gloomy, hc^vjr ap<* 
pearance, very different from the air of festivity I 
should expect in a ball*room. 

There is a fine i?alk^ of a mile long, on the 
banks of the Ouse, winding throogh a little grove : 
. towards the city are seen the large centre arch of 
the stone bridge, sloops, barges, boats, and the busy 
sailors differently employed ; on the other hand, 
the river appears beautifully through tiie trees, ex- 
.fending along fertile meadows. Bntj of all the fine 
things to be. seen at York, the cathedral is the 
grandest, most noble and $ commanding. I cannot 
give you an idea of it, but by saying that it far 
exceeds all the churches and Gothic bttUdings I 
ever saw. The west front is magnificent : it has 
a handsome tower on each side of the entrance, 
supported by an arch of immense size* The view 
within, from this entrance, is admirable; it ieacbes 
over the whole church, which is finely paved, and 
richly decorated with piainted glass; but the blaze 
of colours and elegant ornaments of the rast win* 
dow, exceed the rest : the stalls are of marble, arch« 
ed and elegantly carved. The chapter*hoase is 
likewise very beautiful and surprising, being an 
octagon, sixty-three feet across, without a single 
pillar to support it, surrounded with marble stalls 
and carved figures in alabaster. 

The inhabitants of York are mostly gentry, who 
live upon their fortunes. Mr. Franklin's letters of 
introduction brought us acquainted with severalo£ 

the 
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(he first families, who entertained as kindlj at their 
own houses, and took us to the plaj, the assembly, 
or concerts, almost every evening. In the midst of 
this dissipation, of which we botti grew heartily 
tired, we found an opportunity of taking a charm^ 
ing excursion. We first visited the magnificent seat 
of Lord Harewood, which is built of brown stone, 
found in the neighbourhood ; within is a numerous 
range of apartments, elegantly famished, which 
overlook a fine piece of water, fiurroonded by 
plantations of young trees, that will have a nobfe 
effect when they are grown to a fiili size. Iti 
Harewood church is a monument raised to the 
memory of that great Imd good man, Sir William 
Gascoigne, who was neither to be intimidated by 
threats, nor persuaded by promises, to pronounce 
an unjust aentenoe against Scrope, afchbishop of 
Ganterbui)^ : with the same courage he supported 
the dignity of his character as a judge, by commit* 
ting Henry, Prince of Wales, (afterwards King 
Henry the Fifth,) to prison, fi>r a contempt of the 
authority of his office, for which the prince nobly 
promoted him when he came to the throne. This 
upright judge died in the year* 1412. 

At Knareisborough there are iseveral miiieral 
springs, but none of them so remarkable as the 
celebrated dropping weU, which tails from a rock 
of lime-stone, perpetually, in several streams, petrir 
fying every thing that lies in their way. One of 
these runs into the Nid, where it has formed a rock 
<hat stretches some yards into the river. 

v5 We 



106 A FAHILT TOUR. 

We itopped a few hours at HarrowgatCi and 
tMt€d the sulpbureoop water, that draws a great 
aamber of genteel peopk thither, by its effects ia 
some disorders. Soon after we left Harrowgate, we 
passed a handsome seat called Ripley, remarkable, 
as Mr. Franklin told us, &r being the birth-place 
9f Sir George Ripley, who Wfui a great chemist, and 
ihnoied that he had found out the art of turning all 
other substances into gold. An act of parliament 
was madh to pTeyenl ajicbenusts.from transmuting 
substaiKxs into gold; sq firmly was it beUevad that 
ibis art was possible; a more enlightened a^e has 
j^ealed it Tl^a fine collection of statues at New* 
by, pleased me better than picturei^ because tbey 
kad more novdty, and I und^stood the subjects 
belter that they i^tresented. 

The market-place at Rippon, is a laiige, hand- 
some square; in tbe middle stands a fine stoa« 
obelisk, with a gilt bugle-bam on ike top of it* 
Tbe gaidens at Studley Park would ha?e ddjghted 
you I they ate ornamented with several pieces of 
water, and the bills on each sids are co^eiied with 
woods; amongst these, temples and other buildings 
are placed with greaA taste. After cUmbiag a high 
hill, we passed through a thick wood, and reached 
a rustic building, when, throwing open its folding 
doors, we were almost enchanted with the view 
that burst upon us. Immediately below lay the 
great lake, encompassed by groves of tall shrubs^ 
and bilU fringed with every kind of forest trees, 
till the vale narrowed, and was lejininated with tbe 

mnje^tic 



snjestic ruins of FovBtain's AUiejr* Tbeie tuim 
are well preserved ; (be walk of the ehwreb, a laige 
and lofty tower, part of tbe cloisten, aod the dar« 
mitoiy over them, are eatire; of ibe kitckeA and fe» 
feetory, :or diaing-room, parte only ram^iD. It 
was founded in 1138, by Tbnrstoo, archbjahop of 
York. 

Haehfallia a ronantic, retired place, elegantly 
adorned wilb gardens and pictareBque hoildings, 
belonging to 8tndley, Ihongb some miles distant 
froBi it We oondnded onr janmL by relarning to 
York^ where the kindness of our Meads bes detain* 
ed us for a day or two; toHnonrow we leave k, and 
shall bend our courw io the sea^sideu * 

Sir Martin ForUsher wasborn near Doaeastnrr 
he was bred to the s^, and so fond of adventnrsii^ 
that he undertook a voyage for the diseovery of a 
iUNrth*we8t passage to China. Though he did not 
sncceed in his design, he repe&ted the aiteoipt seve» 
ral times, and found ont some countries not known 
before. He gave his own name to the straits that 
he diacovered in his first voyage. Qneen Biiaabeth 
honooved him with knighthood, fox; his bsave boa* 
dad in of^iosing thecelebrated Spanish armada (v). 
Arthur is so much pleased with kis cbai aeter, thai 
he says he is determined to fit out a lAip, when be 
grows up, and go on a voyage of discovery; Our 
tastes are different ; I am more inclined to follow the 
example of Dr. Radcliffe, who was boro at Wake« 
field. He distinguished himself by his great learn- 
log and desire of promoting knowledge, as well as 

by 
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Iby the most extraordinary skill in his profisssion. 
Xhe fine library we saw at Oxford, that is called 
Iqr hit name^ was built with the large fortune he 
left for that pnrpoae. Potter^ archbishop of Can> 
terbury, was also a native of Wakefield: besides 
aeveral other learned works, he wrote the Antiqui* 
ties of Greece. 

At Birstal Fidd, a village near Leeds, was born 
that eminenUy great and good man, Dr. Priestley. 
He was greatly celebrated for his discoveries in 
chemjsiry ; and it is remarkable that he was forty 
yean oU beiiMre he tamed his attention to thetheory 
of rair> or commenced his chemical studies. His 
talents, Mr. FianUiii sajw, were of the first order ; 
and, however his opint<M]s may be disapproved, 
his intrepidity, in what he deemed the cause of 
trtith, must be admired. Having created many 
CMmies, on account of his religious and political 
senlimenis, he iretfared to America, and died there 
IB « sort of voluntary exile. 

Pray tell Catherine, that at York, the pieces of 
jieedleWiprk of a lady named Monet, are much 
admired for their ingenuity; they are copied from 
the paintings of the greatest masters, in the style of 
tiiOBe.exhibit^d by Miss Linwood. 

Arthur calb me to leave off and prepare for a 
iralk ; 80, with tove to my sisters, I must say adieu. 

Your affectionate son, 

EDWIN. . 
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CHAP. X. 

HuU, Itocky Coast, Sccrhoraugh. Strange Accideni, 
Natural Curiosities, Captain Cook. Ahm-works, Dur- 
ham Cathedral, Edwin to Cailierine, Tyne, Ingenious 
Arts. Coal-mne. Sea Storms, Ltfe^hoat. 

Mr. franklin and his young charge took 
kave of their friends at York with regret ; they, 
mounted their horses, aod had a pleasant ride ta 
Beverley y a large, handsome town, situated in a 
fertile plain : it is paved and well buUt^ and has 
a fine Gothic cathedral, admired for the lightness 
and elegance of its architecture. 

From this place they took the road across an 
aninteresting, flat country, to Hull, a busy place 
of great trade, having a communication with the 
German Ocean by the Humber, on which it stands. 
It is the grand mart for exchanging the produce of 
the north of England, for that of the countries 
that surround the Baltic and other parts of the 
Contineiit* It has a rernarkably handsome quay, 
for loading and unloading merchandise; and its 
regulations for the management of the poor are so 
admirable, as \o deserve the imitation of other po- 
pulous trading towns. In the civil wars between 

Charles 
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Charles the First and his parliament, Hull was the 
first place that sliut its gates against that unfortu- 
nate monarch. 

Turning north-easterly, towards the sea-coast, 
they passed a district called Holderness, where a 
remarkably large breed of cattle and horses are 
reared, in their way to Hornsey, a sea-port almost 
surrounded by a small arm of the sea: the high 
steeple of its church serves for a mark to ships. 
From' this place they coasted along to Bridlington, 
which is situated on the shores of a bay that affords 
a safe retreat for vessels ia stormy weather. Still 
advancing northerly, they observed a high promon* 
lory, called Flamborovgh Head, whose snow-white 
cliA are seen at a great distance, and are a well* 
known guide to the coasting vessels. The air and 
ocean around swarm with the multitudes of sea-fowl 
that breed amongst its craggy rocks. 

Continuing their course along the shore, they 
e&me td Scarborough, built on a rocky eminence 
that edeircles a bay of considerable extent. The 
castle is a noble object: the mineral spa, at about 
half a mile's distance, on the sand, is a source of 
wealth to the inhabitants, as that, and the attrac- 
tions of sea-bathing, draw crowds df polite com- 
pany thither every summer. An unusual accident 
was near depriving the town of this advantage, in 
the year 17S7. The spring was at that lime situ- 
ated at the foot of a high cliff, part of which, con- 
taining almost an acre of past ere land, was suddenly 

rent 



rent firooi the top of the cliff, and.contiaqiDg to 
sink for several hours, at last settled at a coQsider- 
able depth below Us former situation. The pres- 
sure of such a vast weight caused the earth and 
sand bejond if, towards the sea, to rise above its 
level. The Spa House rose with the rest; and the 
spring, iu this removal, was lost, till its course was 
discovered again by diligent search. 

The town consists of about thirty streets, most of 
them short and narrow, but all of tbem clean, being 
washed by the rain filing down the declivity on 
which they are built. Whilst the tide is in, there 
is scarcely room for carriages to pass between the 
buildings and the water; but when the sea retires^ 
a space of pure sand is leift, two hundred yards 
wide, which forms the finest road imaginable* 

Every tide supplies eatertainroent to those who 
have a taste for sea- weeds and shells : the former are 
remarkably beautiful ; the latter are seldom of the 
rare kinds ; but the common sorts are found at low 
water by thousands, adhering to the rocks/ Cor- 
neliaa stones are also picked up here. 

These natural curiosities engage the old and the 
idle, who are often seen searching amongst the 
rocks for something to sell to the strangers who 
visit the town. 

Herrings are caught here in great quantities: 
they have also cod-fish, mackarel, turbots, and a 
variety of other fish. The whole coast abounds 
with fish of different sorts, which afford a mainte- 
nance 
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nance to a hardy, industrious race of fishermen, 
Vfho pursue their prej to a vast distance, and sup« 
plj the inland country with that agreeable change 
of food. 

Scarborough carries on a considerable trade, and 
has a great number of ships, chiefly employed in \ 
carrying coals from Newcastle to London. 

A ride of a few miles brought them to Whitby, | 
the birth-place of that great navigator and most | 
excellent man, Captain Cook ; who, after several 
successful voyages of discovery^ in which he uni- 1 
formly endeavoured to promote the interests of the j 
uncultivated, defenceless inhabitants of the distant { 
regions of the South Sea, as well as those of his own I 
countiy, was unfortunately murdered by the tieach- ! 
cryoTthe natives of an island called Owhyhee. The 
spirit of enterprise which so nobly distinguished | 
him, was probably caught from the enthusiastic I 
love of marine affairs that prevails here. Not only { 
a large shipping trade is carried on, but a great i 
many ships are built, and a brisk excbaage of ex- 1 
ports and imports occupies a vast number of the in- i 
habitants. Near the town are large works for pro- 
curing alum, from a species of slate found in the I 
neighbouring quarries. The coast, for an extent i 
of nearly fifty miles from Whitby to Stockton, 
yields this valuable slate, which, by the aid of fire, i 
is broken to pieces, and rendered more acid by roois* I 
ture and air, when a chemical process takes place i 
for the extraction of the salt. It is afterwards con- | 

verted 
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Terted into alum, by the addition of a proper por« 
(ion of alkali. 

The weather being extremely hot, Mr. Franklin 
and tbe lads rose soon after sun-rise, and walked 
down to the beach, under the clifis on the side of 
tbe faarboar, which rise to a vast height above the 
level of the sea. Here they amused themselves with 
picking up shells and stones, that lay scattered ou 
tte flat Kock that forms tiie shore. Amongst other 
curiosities, they found snake-stones, which repie- 
Mnt a snake rolled up in spiral folds, enclosed in a 
hard, round stone ; and several shells, petrified and 
joined together like those of a perfect cockle. These 
tbey preserved with great care, as an addition to 
Catherine's cabinet. ^ 

After a plunge into the sea, and a good break* 
fist, ibej renewed their journey, along a rude, 
bold coast, interspersed with fishing villages, plap 
ced upon the ledges of the rocks, like so many nests, 
fill they reached tbe mouth of the Tees ; a river that 
Beparates the county of Durham and Yorkshire^ 
!ind forms the northern boundary of the latter. 

Turning inland, they came to Stockton, a large^ 
lourishing place, where they saw an extensive 
manufactory of sail-cloth. 

Having no restraint to keep the direct road, Mr. 
Franklin yielded to tHe solicitations of his pupils, 
to make a circuit in their way to Durham, for tbe 
lake of examining some objects which are described 
by Arthur in the following letter. 

ARTHUR 
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'ARTHUR TO CATHERINE * LOUISA. 

Durhum* 
Dear Catherine and Louisa, 

I ADBREsg you both at odgc, because I kave no 

time to write to you separately. Our journey hi- 

tfaerto has been yery agreeable. Mr. Frattklin is 

QS kind as we ean widi : be is not one of your crab* 

lied, ill-tempered tutors, who eolbrce their autbority 

hy harshness and reserve, bot he wins our bearts by 

bis good-homour and compliance. We wanted to 

see Raby Castle, and be iadulged iMur request, 

though it was several miles out of the way. It is a 

stately, ancient building, kept in good repair, wlth^ 

a park and modern plantations, which set it c^to 

great ad vantage. An ancestor of the Nevil finally 

bailt it, from whom the fiimoos Sir Thomas Went* 

worth descended, afterwards earl of Straffinrd, who 

was condeoined to death by the Paiiiament, in 

consequence of his faithful attachment to his mas^ 

ter, Charles the First. 

Bishop Aukland is large and populous, bnt we 
saw nothing remarkable in it, exeept a palace and* 
apark belonging to the bishop of Duiham* By the, 
bye, the bishop formerly enjoyed as much powea 
in the county, as the king does in the other parts oA 
the kingdom, and still has many privil^es, having 
the authority of a temporal prince, as wellas tLs^ 
of a dignitary of the church. 
Soon after the Saxons who settled in England be* j 

carnal 
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I came Christians, some of their kings gave thecoanty 
^fDurfaam to St. Cnthbert, whose shrine, fi>r ages, 
jdrew inimerous derotees tjo the cathednil, which is 
Mill a large, magnificent building, and a fine oraa* 
flieot to the county town, where, by the date of my 
letter, you will fiiid we now are* It is aa ancient 
place, standing on a bill, nearly fiurronnded by the 
Irindings of the We^, over wbidi th^e are thie^ 
good bridges. The banks pf the river ane covered 
mth woods : we have enjoyed the rural, ronanlic 
talks they afford. The yeUow fields of mustard^ 
)ptat quantities of which gisow in the neigfaboiuw 
hood, add to the f ichaess of tiie views. 
' In one of oor ranUes we saw Nevil's Cmss, the 
Immortal of a j^at victory, gained in 1346, by 
Fhilippa, qaeen of Edward the Third, oviQr David 
Iroce, king of Scotland, who, with many of his 
Qobles, was taken prisoner in the action. I should 
bve died with shame to have been conquered by 
I woman. Durham is chiefly inhabited by clergy 
Ind gentry, but it has a manufactory of shalloons^ 
hmmies, and calimancoes. 
' We are told that the western side of the county is 
I barren, monntaiiious region, crossed by a ridge 
If hills, called the English Apennines. The inex«* 
laustible treasures of lead, iron, and ooal, besides 
bme marble that it contains within, make ample 
beads for the nakedness of its surface. The county 
^well watered with small rivers and brooks ; but 
is princJpBlI streams are the Tcf s^ and the Were. 
» Weremouth 
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Wercmouth gave birth to the Venerable Bedc, 
« learned monk of the seventh century, much cele- 
brated for his writings, particularly the History of 
England. John Lilbnrne was another extraordi- 
nary character produced in this county. He was 
punished with great severity by the star-chamber, 
for some publications deemed libels by his judges; 
biftt so far from the fear of punishment softening hia 
opposition to the court, he became more inveterate 
against the ruling powers than before, and gref 
bolder by the opposition he suffered. Mr. Romain^ 
the poptilar preacher, was a native of the same 
county, but I cannot tell you the place of bis birth, 
To-morrow we set out for Newcastle, whence Edwic 
intends to write, which excuses me from anyaddl 
4ion, b^ that I am your affectionate 

ARTHUR 



EDWIN TO CATHERINE. 

JVewcastk 
DBAR CATHERINE, 

Mr mind is so full of the variety of interestini 
objects that I have lately seen, that I cannot resis 
the desire of sharing my pleasure with you, in tb 
best manner our separation will allow. 

Nothing material occurred between Durham am 

this place, which is situated on the beautiful rive 

-Tyne, covered with vessels, and bordered on tb 

righ 
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tight and left with carious raaBafaetories of dif- 
ferent kipds, down afr far as its mouth, which is 
about ten miles from the c|ty. 

Mr. Franklin, with his usual attention, explain- 
ed eyerj thing we saw in so easy a manner, that I 
khall be able to give you a much better account of 
the employments of this busy place> than I could 
bye done without his assistance. 
' The active scenes presented on the shores of the 
Fyne are highly amusing. In one place are seen 
lie various operations of brick-makers ; in another, 
letters are forming their vessels of clay, or placing 
nem in the furnaces to be hardened for use. A 
little farther on are glass-houses, where window- 
^lass, bottles, decanters, drinking-glasses, and 
haoy other things, of all shapes and sizes, are made. 
Ihe chemical works for making ceruse, minium, 
titriol, &;c. had still more novelty for us. Besides. 
these, there are manufactories in iron, tin, and every. 
kind of metal; with machines for making brass- 
i^ire and plate metal. Nay, so ingenious and in^. 
Inslrious are the people here, that gold and silver 
ire extmcted from tt^ cinders used in the furnaces 
[f the workers of these metals, which are brought 
rom distant countries for that purpose. > 

The extensive coal-mines in this neighbourhood 
ffe covered with a soil that yields fine pastures and 
ich harvests ; jbeneath this is found a freestone of 
p^aordinary excellence for grindstones, which 
ppply another extensive branch of commerce.. 

The 
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The rirers swarm with trnut ^S mIium ; ifmnetui^ 
qnadtities of the latter are pickled, or dried, and 
sent to distant places. Burt the gtMd tiMsuf^ of 
this county are the vast beds of coal, that lie far 
ben^th the surface of the earth : they are oftenri 
found at the depth of a hundred feet. Our vistCi 
to one of them was rather a droll adventure: thei 
first ceremony was to put on a kind of frock', that J 
covered us all over, to prevent stpoiling' our clothes ; 
we were then shown a prodigiously large steani- 
ctigine, at work at the mouth of the pit, in order to*! 
drain off the water, and close to it a ventilator fofi 
purifying the air. Our guides now seated us on ar 
piece of board slung in a rope like the seat of a 
swing, and hooked to an iron chain, which was lef i 
gently down the suffiscating hole, by the assistance^] 
of six horses. I must confess I did not Hke this i 
mode of travelling; my spirits were, however, ra-'j 
ther cheered, when I reached tbe sofid bottom, and' 
saw tny good friend, Mr. Franklin, with a smiling' 
face, at my side. He congrattrtated me on' my safeti 
arrival, and pointed to a huge fire, buming^ for the'i 
purpose of keeping the air in a proper temperature.' 
Gaining courage by a nearer examinathm, my bro-*i 
ther and I walked about the chambers with as^^ 
much ease as if they had been the apartmetittf of|b 
a dwelling-house. The coal is hollowed oat in| 
spaces of four yards wide, between which are \em 
pillars of coal to support the roof, ten yards btoad,i 
and twenty deep. After exploring a dozen or twa^ 

of 
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ktbeselUtle apttrtmesiB^ onr curioskj was satiBfied, 
iithere lias nothu^ mote lo be seen but a repetitioo 
if the same objects to a yast extent A nunbei 
ii httisea Iwe here for years together, and seem to 
iDJoj thensdves wty comfortaUy : they are em« 
flojed to dvaw the coal through the snbterraoeaii 
piasages^ im the bottom of the opening of the pit. 
the machine which raises the coal to the surflice 
bf the earth is vtorked by stout horses* It i» 
^roaghiin strong baskets nmde of osier; they each 
pmtaio twelre hundred veigfat of eoaJ, and ono 
iKends while the other descends. A single mafir 
kceives these boskets ae they arriye, and places 
|iem oa a dmy> having hooked an empty baisket 
b in the place of the fiill one, befefe he drives the 
by to a shed at a little distance, where he empties 
)k hmd. The dost passes through holes prepared 
K>reeeWe it^ whibt the lasge coals roll down the 
kdivily hi heaps, where they are loaded ia wag** 
|ons, and carried to wharft oa the river sidey to be 
at on boasd the Vessels that wait to carry tbenf to 
btaat ports. The waggons, veiy heavily kdeo^ 
fen wiihoalhoraes to the water-«idf^ along a rail* 
md^ ingeniously formed in a sloping dikection^ 
^th giooves that fit the waggon-whceb, to mdie 
^m go.more readily. 

, The owners of the coaUpiti are greaft econombts t 
IsysoiernolUngto be wasted. They pnt the ooal^ 
bt whidi is too small for comnion firesy into a kilir 
^ hoated^ When bonit, the parlicleaanite^ and 
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run into large cakes, or masiBes; in tb;it stale they 
are called coke, and are used io manj mannfiic- 
tories where a strong heat is required. 

The collieries employ a vast number of hardy, 
-undaunted sailore, who, in their frequent coasting 
Toyages, are accustomed to face all the dangers o| 
a sea-life; and in time of war they man our navy, 
and, from their courage and skill, are thought to 
excel those of all other nations. 

It is now time to say something of the town : that 
part of it that lies towards the river is ciose and 
disagreeable; but the summit of the bill is covered 
with three spacioiis, handsome streets. It is sur-^ 
rounded by a wail, with seven gates and as roany 
turrets; and there is an old ruinous castle, bailt by 
Robert, eldest son of William the Conqueror. 

We took a ride yesterday to Shields, a dirty, 
disagreeable place, full of sailors and shipping; 
but the large salt-works near it afforded us much 
instruction and entertainment. 

A violent storm suddenly arking at sea, we had 
an opportunity of viewing that element in all i\i 
terrdrs, whilst we were in safety. Our feelings ad 
sympathy were, however, painfully excited foi 
others, who seemed inevitably doomed to d^truc^ 
tion. A small brig appeared in the barboui^ 
stranded on this rocks; the huge waves often hk 
her from our sight: she had before loist her raddei 
which caused the accident. The poor men had n< 
other refuge from the swdl of the sea^ than t( 
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dimb ap mto ihe .sbiouds; .srbere ire saw, with 
^Ifttimg^mpeua^.tbee^Uaoy^nd isifi ww and 
kG^fs, .baogiifg t|y tbfir baodf. Mn Gr^tb^ad 
prciiQied'to ventwre in bi^iife-bQat, (anew i^vw^n* 
tiofljDodepficork,>U>itMlra9«i8l»qce. Np one but 
bioudf tbojuiglit tbe attenoiit practicable; bvt, con- 
fident of tbe caimdtj of bis boat rfo U^ in Uie 
, Rvigb^t .fiea9.ha aet.Q^ e^rjb^art iv4piUiUitg. fer 
bis preservation; nod in afewjniimies be:ifacbi^ 
I the vessel, aod helped tbe men down from the 
ifibfowds, fibirering vfUii.JC^WfSmi a)nH||t,4^ijf|ped 
I with ^igne. it j« impowble to cijq^r^ (hci aoda- 
I mations of the bj-standers, on his landtfi^g, or Uie 
f (latitude of the poor wr«i9bev> thus wonderfully 
frescac0;lrf IBI a watery grave ; still more the de- 
lightful sensations of the man who had been the 
I happy instrument of their deliverance^ and, from 
his admirable ingenuity in the construction of these 
f boats, is likely to be the means of rendering the 
same service to mnltitudes, even in future ages*. 
! At the mouth of the Tyne, on a steep cliff pro« 
ijecting into the sea, stand the venerable remains of 
Ian ancient monastery. Mr. Bewick, whose nas« 
iterly skill in engraving on wood has often delighted 
itt all, in those beautiful quadrupeds and birds 
i^ith which my mother has furnished our library, 
was born at Ovington, on the banks of the Tyne. 
rAkenside, the poet, was also a native of Northom* 

I 
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berland; and Rushworth, the writer of a valnable 
book called Historital Collections. Bestdeff these 
distinguished characters, this county produced 
Wicklifie, one of the earliest reformers, Vfho boldly 
endangered his life in the defence of truth. Such 
men, Mr. Ii'ranklin says, are the true heroes to 
whom munkitod ought to raise statues and trophies, 
rather than to conquerors^ who waste the lires of 
, their fellow-creatures io gratify their own am- 
bkion. * ' 

^ The' ixMtman "blows his hotn : I shall hardly 
kave time to seal my letter. Adieu. A kiss ia 
dear Louisa. 

Yours,' &c. 

EDWIN. 
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CHAP. XI. 

^o» Trooper^. » Ruined CaMks, Myhtm for Sathra 
JMdtn KM. S^fUfon Fishery* Mer Scoih^d. Lord 
Kaimei. DgpidHum^.^ Dunbar Cfi^k. .SearfowL Salt 
ond Vitriol W<yrh. ...... 

Having finished their stay at Newcastle, out 
travellers took the road towards Morpeth i, Mr* 
Franklin obserVed, that tlie ancient ' Picts* or 
koman Wall, soqae fragments of whicli are still 
slandihg, t)uilt for keeping off the incilrsions of th6 
fierce northera tribes, extended across the island 
from Newcastle to Carlnle; " Were not the laws 
a sufficient barrier,'' said Arthur, }^ ki keep the 
Eoglish and Scots apart?" "The borderers of 
both countries," replied Mi*. FrankUhj ^* Were little 
better, ^X f h^t tiihe, than a disorderly banditti, thtit 
plundered each other without noTercy. Morpeth^ 
to tvhiiffl^we'ar^ ndw ddVahCing, with its vicinity, 
wasmticfa infested by a horde iof barbarians, cttUed 
Moss Troap€fri^,*that bel6ng6d 16 neither natidn^'but 
took adv&ntag66f ttie def<5nceTess situatioii of either. 
Pursiied by the English^ they fled into Scotland i 
I pursued by the Scot^, th^y took tcfiige in Utiglaiifd/ 
Their depredations cotitinoed even after the Mirrg- 
c S dom» 
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doms were united ander one sovereign. So late as 
the reign of Charles the First, an act was passed for 

IDCll oupprCoBIUD* wTXS ^ITC nl Bnvpj UBTS^ 

said Edwin, ^ when every man is protected by good 
• laws, and every part of Great Britain free from the 
anarchy of former tiflies.-' In the midst of this 
conversation they arrived at M orpetb| a large bo- 
mi^h town, where they tefsedied themaehfes vith 
ti good diftBer, And ^proceeded Ihroiigh AliJwick, 
partly along tire coast, and partly otherwise, as 
they were invited by curiosity or indihation, till 
they reached Berwick upon the Twkied* ilere k 
was appointed (hat they should wait ipt letteis from 
}lbs, Aiiddklton, with directions for the course they 
were to puiaue. In the mean time Arthur com- 
posed the following account of their journey from 
Newcastle to Berwick. 

^tlTHUR TO VA^HEntNE * LOUISA. 

Tnouaa I do not love writing, it gives me great 
pleasure^ my dear girb, to relate every thing that 
passes to you. The first object worth mentioning) 
after we left HjFewcastle, is Warkworth Cai|(|e, the 
|;rand remains of which stand on a steep mount, 
near the mouth of tl^e river Coquet: a great gate* 
way, several of the towers, and a strong citadel, are 
toderably perfect. . After admiring these ancient 
relics, we ^k a pleasant row for aonile up tbo 
stream, between a range of thick groves, andlanded 

at 



at the Rermitige of WaAwtnS^. It is hewn out 
of a stespcItiF, oteAang vitfa irood. i lote doeietf 
and ch ec f ftJn c Bt too well ISmt a hermit^ or this is the 
very spot I woaM choose §at mjr retreat. A few 
ruAs steps lead to the lilile chapel carved in the 
rock, wttb a beantiAfl arshed roof, in the Gh>f Uc 
taste; near (he altar is a stone figure, in a reclining 
posture. ¥here are two other small apartments; 
and beneath, is the faermifsceK, open to the river. 

Numerotts minons castles are scattered about this 
conntf, whidi were built for deftiice against thf 
Scots, when the two kingdoms were almost always 
at war wiih each other. That of Alnwick, the 
princely seat of the Dnke of Northmnbertand, has 
been repaired completely, hi the Gothic manner in 
which it was originally built. It stands on the brow 
of a hill, above the river Alne^ and immediately 
beneath it lies the town, in ancient times it was a 
very strong ibrtress: Malcolm the Thiid, king of 
Scotland, and his eldest son, Prince Edward, lost 
their Hves before it. The approach is extremely 
grand, through three noble gateways and two spa* 
cious conrts, entivdy smrroonded by the outworks, 
into a third court, which is enclosed within the 
citadel. Each of these gates was in a h^h tower, 
furnished with a pottcullis (o), and the outward one 
with a draw-brhlge also. They had besides a por- 
ter^s lodge and a strong prison, and under the prisons 
were deep and dark dungeons; one of these is yet 
to he seen in all its horrois. Many of the apartments 

are 
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ure. soblff, and magnificcntlj fMtnii^jed ; ,but the 
biftze of ornament and gilding in ^(lecbiipel is the 
most striking. After adi9ii;ing the gnii,nd€ur of this 
statelj palace^ and the plantfitions vitb which it is 
surrounded for many miles^ we . descended some 
high hillsy and entered upqp a &Mj dreary country, 
with the sea stretched, out on. the right band^ and 
the Cheviot Hills rising oa the left. Mr« Franjf iin, 
who has travelled here before, says they are chiefly 
wild and open sheep-walks: intermixed with the 
flocks are a few goats; the. shepherds wtfo attend 
them are as poor and miserable as can be. You 
remember the 0I4 song of Chevy Ch^Ase^; the battle 
it describes, between Earls Douglas and P^rcy, is 
supposed to.have been fought at the foot pf these 
hills. 

Ybu will love the memory of Creyv, bishop of 
Durham, when I tell you he has l^ft Bambprough 
Castle, (formerly a place of great strength, built on 
a high rock that juts out far into the sea,) for the re- 
qeption and relief of poor sailors that have the mis- 
fprtune to be shipwrecked on the cpast. Nearly 
opposite to the castle lies a group of rocky islets, 
where multitudes of 3ea-fowl, and particularly the 
eider-duck, breed unmolested. The rest of the way 
to Berwick was wild and dreary. We entered the 
town, over a bridge of sixteen arches* .This being 
the frontier town between England and Scotland, 
its ueigbbonibood. has been the scene of many 
bloody battles. Our great warrior, Edward the 
Third, defeated the Scots with vast slaughter, in that 

of 
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oTHalidoiM Hill, in 1SS8. 7he battle of Floddeo, 
in 1513, was stiU more disaetroofl to the nnfortanato 
Scots: Hiey were not only entirely routed by the 
Earl of Surry, hut lost tbeir brave king, James the 
Fourth. The .town is fortified in the modem style, 
and is a free place, independent of eithisr £ngltad 
01 Scotland. The salmon-fisheries are very consi* 
derable, and have afforded us much amusement : it 
is a fine sight to see the nets thrown, and the poor 
rogues leaping and struggling to regain their free- 
dom. Vast quantities of wool and egg^ are sent 
from hence: the chief artide of importation is 
timber from Norway. 

We are all impatience for a letter from my m^ 
tber^ as we h.ope we shall have leave to go whek*e« 
ever Mr. Franklin thinks proper to take us. The 
packet is anived : I hasten to know its contents. 
Dear girls, adieu. 

ARTHUR. 

The inclination of Mr. Franklin and^is pupils 
to make the tour of Scotland was indulged by 
Mrs. Middleton, who spared neither expence nor 
trouble in promoting the improvement and happi- 
ness of her children. 

Tbey bad not got far from Berwick, before Mr« 
Franklin observed that tbey had entered Scotland: 
the first 'advances into this country had rather a 
barren appearance, and the cottagers a'n air of 
great poverty; but the :county of East Lothian 
presented more agreeable scenes. 

Tbey 
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.' WheyyMUA the lioa«e^ trinMLord^Kftfattes re« 
M«iiy MH mark dPitBupeel to tlie Metfityt^rof a miao, 
wlto#UIHilid the dofies of m opri^bt, imleAitlgiible 
j«Ml^5 aiid itfltih^ tlie set^Fe appliiHitieift of «bat 
0iHideyby eoltmtkig tHe cAjeets <$f an elegant taste, 
imd aa ardebt pordiifl df Kteratitr^: In the same 
liw^ tiW|f fdilHd the Ibmily deal of liineWdb^ w 
the edebffated phitoet^her ami htoCorian^ Kome^ 
paased his yduA^ j^fter a kMig, dfeary ritTe, over 
Coklittgftaiii Mooi«, fhej tr^re the i»dre dtelighted 
with the siiddeii bueak of the fine and raried pro* 
•peot of tlie Frith of Foitli, which presented itself 
before them in their way to Dunbar, t6e chief street 
of whioh i» broad and handsome, and the houses 
bnilt af stone, w la commonly the case in the Scotch 
towns. It has a comniadioiis harbotfr, andf sendtf 
ships every year to Greenland. iPhe mins of the 
castle are situated on a cliff above the sea. Bmeaffr 
the remains of this ancient fortress is a large cavern, 
supposed to have been used as a dungeon for cou- 
fliiing prisoners. The humanity of modera times, 
towards those who are so unfortunate as to Ml info 
tbeii" enemies^ bands^ waob«t imperfectly aaderstaorf 
in this early periocK Oa one side of the tfoek are 
two natural arches, through whieh the tide ftows; 
and between the hanft>our aa J tha eatftle is a raage 
6t vaac tasaltie cafnmi^^ of red grM^^eltoae, re^ 
neinbiifig, ia some teBptc% the Giaat'a Caraaefway 
m 1 remand. From this cast le, the Earl of Botbwell 
earvied offBfary Stuart, the beautiful^ nnfortoaata 
queen of Scots, pretenditfg id take her by fbfce; but 

it 
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it is DHich doubted, whether the plan was not con- 
certed and earned into execution with her own 
consent* Hither oar Edward the Second fled for 
safety, after bis defeat at Bannockbum, and was 
so closely besieged in this castle by the gallant 
Douglas^ that he was MiffeA to make his escape to 
Berwick in an open boat. In this neighbourhood 
hayebeep fought several memoiable battles^ par» 
ticuli^ly tbat lift w)wb Saliol's aroiy wm dcfauled 
by that of Edward the Flint of England, in I9fl6; 
and the remarkable rout of the Covenanters, ^n 
mOyhy Olitrer Cromw^tL 

Lcnviog Dan%ftv»«hcy pmm\ wMbin «iglvt of (licr 
nitMMfli castittedf TantaiUaii,a!nd the boys wi^hingto 
see the i«le of Bas, (a rocky islet of stopendous 
hrfgbt, crowned by an old castle, formally the state 
prison of Soolimid)) th^y i^pocured a boat, and 
readied it after a row<^ a mile. Yaiiotflis kinds 
of waler*fi>wl iahafyit tbe crev)ces of the rock, and 
Ike ganmt, or sdlan goose, aboond in such mimi- 
bw8, 4b«f, in May and Jmte, they co^ver the sat- 
Siceoftliegfouiid, and bover over the isle like 
clouds. • 

Ff^tt 9f«stoti fans, w»h^e.they saw ttie salt and 
vHrirt works, tbey proceeded through a bigMj^-cwl- 
iitatfld •nd.fcrtile country, wit* the iFttth of Forth 
on the right, atad a i«a«ge of roitfantic hUh in front, 
to Edinbmgb, tbe capital of «he kingdom. Here 
Mr. FtaHstelm eng^^ed ready-fiir»isbed lodgings, 
that Iheyitfigbt^t leisure e^anrfne the pubKc bmld* 
ings, mao^ifactories, and other things worth notice. 
o5 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

. < . - 

£dii3nirgk. Mannti^s, Romantic Scenety. Birth-place of 
; Mary Stuart, ' Iron-xwrks. A fancied Fdoam. U^aUace^s 
Tree, Caldron Urn. Animals^ 

Our youDg travellers were forcH>ly struck with 
tlie majestic appearance of £dinbargb> staiidiiig on 
tluree hills; the narrow, s(e^ ridges of the middle 
one, covei^ed with lofty sione buildings* In their 
first .sally to view the town, Mr. Franklin led them 
tp the westera summit, where, at the edge of a very 
deep precipice, stands the .castle^ .(Kice thought an 
impfegnable fortress. Here they were shown the 
i^artment in which James the Sixth of Scotland 
iras born, who afterwards^ by inheriting the Eng- 
lish crown, united the two kingdoms under the 
same monarch. 

From the castle they proceeded down the noble 
viide.street, of a mile in length, formed of alone 
houses, six or seven stoiies high in front, and, from 
the declivity of the hill, much higher behind, some 
of them reaching to ten or eleven stories, to the 
palace of the Scottish sov^ie^ns^ called Holyiy>od 
Ijoi^sc. The building fprms ^ square^ and cpnUios 

a spacious 
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1 spacious gallery, adorned with the portraits of 
the kings of Scotland^ "svhich afforded an instructire 
lesson in history. 

After viewing the old town, they tamed their 
course northerly, over two noble bridges, thrown 
across the deep, hollow valleys, that lie between 
the hills on which the different parts of the city 
are built. Here their eyes were feasted with spa- 
cious streets, magni6cent buildings, and numerous 
shops, displaying the ingenuity and elegance that 
mark the capital of a kingdom^ and show that it 
is the T^cft of persons of rank and opulence. A 
general «urvey only could be taken in one day, of 
so many interesting objects; the following morn- 
ing they undertook a more minute examination of 
Uie public buildings, beginning with the Parlia- 
ment House, where the court of session is now 
held. Under it is a library, where the public re- 
cords are held ; amongst them they bad the pleasure 
of seeing the Articles of Union^ an agreement that 
has bound together two nations in brotherly love 
aod tbe same interests, which were before divided by 
hatred, and at ways desolating each other by con- 
tinual wars. The fine statue, on horseback, of 
Charles the Second, in the midst of the square 
called the Parliament Close^ was particularly ad- 
mired by Arthur and Edwin, who left it reluctantly . 
to go to the Royal Exchange^ on tbe opposite side 
of the street, which is an extensive square, with 
a court in the centre. The great kirk, formerly 

the 
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flie Gftf kedfal) U n iKibki strMtme^ bailt ot hmn 
ttotei M Ae faPlal itf a efonr; it ba^ a lofty t^wer, 
with a large, open cupola, representing aa imperial 
crown. The old coUq^ Is but a msM building, 
ttoogli it IM produced tAMy gimt tnan^ Md 19 
celebrated for eminence in Ibe science <yf niedicinet 
the hew one will excel it in grabdeiH^, ond, it is to 
be hoped^ Wli! maintain tbe imputation and cdnse- 
qnence of its predecess^. 

Mr. Franklin noW led hlscotapautons to set^itil 
public edifices, erected fot* the relief of the poor 
ftbd alBicted of different descriptions. Hie Royal 
Infiriaarjr, or Hospital, is lM>th spacions and hand* 
some ; ftoth its cupola they enjoyed an ej^ttosiv^ 
and beautiful view of the whole city. Watson's 
Hospital is a large building, and ifr used for the 
education of the children of decayed iberehantSi 
There is alio a fine old building applied to Ae pnf^ 
pose of bringing tip poor children, endowed by 
George Herriot, Jewiellier to king James the Sixth. 
As they passed Castle Street, Mr. t'ranklin pointed 
out the reservoir for supplying the city with water. 
This necessary etement is conveyed, in cast^ron 
pipes, ftom Con^iston, about four railea distant; 

Being confined by bad wei^ther for a diay or two^ 
the hoys dtscoreiied that every floof of thehi^usie in 
which they had taken up their abode, wab infaa- 
bited by a different family, whom they supposed 
lodgers like themselves ; but they were greatly sur- 
prised on being tdd that they wer6 fited residents, 

and 



and fliat ibtir iiMide of crowding aa mtAy ftmilies •» 
there w«re Mdriet undetf obo roe^ who «U used Ihe 
sameatoirdaae^ wtf a geaeml cultom in £diiiburgh. 
Diirinig^ ihmr stejr, thej alteodod public wonbip 6o^ 
Toral (inieB) but nevet* saw an ergfan ; ao inatramaa- 
Ud masic being uied ia the Scu^tish ehurehea. 

The pleRMires of aoctety were aol wantiag to reii« 
der their stay agfeeabk. Mr* Fraaklio had many 
intelligeat friends aoMiogflt the pvofeisors belpogiag 
to the aDiversity, who accooipanied theoi in their 
lambks aboal the city and Us environs* ^ A pleasant 
parly being one day formed;^ they started early aad 
ascended Caltoo HiH, mtt emiaeace oo the north-eait 
ttdeofEdiributgb) etfowaed with aa obseivalory, 
which commands a fiae view of tlifs metropolis aad 
the surrounding oooatry • Near the iop^ tliair coio«» 
panioaa painted out to ihom a nMrnumient, eoatato- 
iog tke aahes of Dand Hune. Making a drcuir^. 
they approached «be vast rocfca of Saliilbiirj^ Craig^ 
and Arthur's Seat^ on ttie soatli^ which .exhibit a 
romantic aad wiU scene of precqriee^^ Goiiiain% 
and bndBea taunlca. ^ Theao UUs yield many beau- 
tifU variegated stones of the jasper kind ; aad be** 
neath thein ie a valoaUb qaarry of free-stooe^ mtd^ 
for pavkig. A Kttle beyond lieaa^ laheof Consider* 
able esieutv 06 tji6 ^ttier si^ of which staads: 
Daddinstou^ the eif^nt vitta of thd Maiqiiis.of 
Abercora* 

Their next obfect waa LciA^ the sea-peafc oC 
Bdiab»qf^^]iihicb tbey ite6oked bgr » tiohte f dUd : 

on 



134 A FAHICT TOUR. 

on the west &ide of it is sttaated ibe Botanic Gar- 
den : the rest of the way is botdered bj gardens 
and nursery-gronnds. The harbonr is formed by 
the union of the river Leith with the sea^ and pre- 
sented an animated prospect, being filled with the 
vesseb of diiFerent nations, English, Scotch, Ame- 
rican, &c. It is a populous, busy place,' not re- 
markable far elegance. Besides the usual employ- 
ments of a sea-port, there are three glass-houses, 
a soap- work, some iron forges, and a great carpet 
manufactory. To this excursion several others 
succeeded, in which they visited the most refanark- 
able seats scattered round the Scottish capital. 

The ruinous castle of Craig- Millar, built on a 
reeky eminence, having been the occasional resi* 
dence of the amiable Mary Stuart, whose heroic 
virtues in misfortufle compensated for her impru- 
dence in prosperity, excited a pleasing melancholy, 
in passing through the apartments which she had 
inhabited. In tlie woods adjoining to Newbottle, 
the seat of the Marquis of Lothian, theyoxamtned 
several chambers cut out of the solid rock, supposed 
to have been used by the aacient inhabitants of the i 
country, as hiding places from the pursuit of an | 
enemy. The palace of Dalkorth is a stately edifice, i 
belonging to the Duke of Bucdeugh, and from its i 
great strength was formerly called the Lion's Den. I 
It is adorned with many valuable pictures, which I 
afforded both pleasure and instruction* | 

The time being arrived for con tinning tliei# jow* 

ney. 
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nejr, they left Ediaborgfa, ^nd passed through a 
well-caltivated country, with a fine yiew of the 
Frith of Forth, to Linlithgow, a large, bat ill-built 
town. The castle is. pleasantly situated on an emi- 
nence, and is celebrated as the birth -place of the 
unhappy Mary. It is now in ruins, having been 
destroyed in the rebellion in 1745. 

The road to Carron, through Falkirk, is studded 
on each side with gentlemen's seats. Here they 
determined to rest for the night, that they might 
have leisare to examine the greatest iron-foundery 
in £urope. Their guide conducted them first into 
an immense court, surrounded with high walls and 
vast sheds, n^hich presented them with a scene 
entirely new. Cannons, bombs, mortars, balls, and 
other terrible instruments of destruction, lay scat- 
tered on Ibe ground ; whikt on all sides were erected 
machines for removing enormous weights, such 9s 
gigantic cranes, capstans, levers, and pulleys. The 
shrill creaking of the machines, and the noi^e of 
hammering and other operations, increased the 
effect, and produced astonishment in both £dwin 
and Arthur. Four furnaces, forty-four feet high, 
for smelting the ore, consume, both night and day, 
enormoDS masses of coal and metal, and disgorge, 
every six hours, whole floods of liquid iron, which 
the men drive about in iron wheel-barrows. The 
heat is maintained in these huge furnaces l)y vast 
^llows^ through which the air rushes with an un- 
Cpmmon noise, and causes a vibration that resent- 

bles 
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bles an carlhqtitikc. Hairtng tleire* the retetbe^ 
ratoiy furnaces, where the errxSt iron (that », as it 
is takea out of the earth) is refined, before it i« cast 
into cannon, Arc. and also rtie preparation of the 
moulds -for foitning thetn, they were led to a fabric I 
fbr articles of a diArent kind, and ftr more pleas- 
ing to a humane mind. Instead of those dreadful 
engines, bj means of \rfaich men destroy each i 
other, they werfe now enlertaitied witfi thesigbt of i 
implements of agriculture; Useful machines, both I 
• for the aKs and Che domestic purposes of life; cop- I 
pers for refining sugar ; stoves, hearths, kitchen I 
ranges, boilers, tea*kettles, saucepans, spades, hoes, I 
ploughs, and innumerable either conveniences, I 
which distinguish those nation^ who have acquired I 
the use of metafs, and discovered the means of i 
bending such stubborn substances to their purpose. I 

After slayiag as long as they were perrtrittcd at 
the foundery, they retired to their inn, and passed | 
the evening in comparing the calatttitres of wat | 
with the enjoyment of peaCe and civilization. Mn | 
FianUto artfuHy prolonged the conversation tfll it 
grew rather late, and a dark night favourin^g his I 
design, he sent Arthur out to look at the weather. 
He returned almost instantaneously with a terrified ' 
countenance, declaring that the whole sky seefned 
on fire; that volumes oflSame and smoke issued 
from different places, attended with a noiseresetn- 
bling thunder; and thai lie actually believed that 
they were close to the month of a vokano. ' Mr. 

Fraaklia 
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pAnkfio sBiflWk. at^ tW Mcoiss el life seltaB^ and 
takmg EtWM; hy the Min, ISsiloired Aifkw ioto 
jlhe open air, trhere, atfliBr mSeriag their snrprbe to 
^ raised la^lhe'highesl pildi^ he explained to them 
^t the phenoniewaa' thejr mbt itob earned- bjr the 
burning of emt inl^cohe, for the me of thefonn* 
derf ; affd that Ardfanr^d tfanitder was oarlf the sound 
ef we^tjr hamoNira sirilKiag upon anvih^ mingled 
wkh'tfte land roantig ef the aiv-pomps, or belfotift. 
The hi^h n»y for a few minntea, against Arthur, 
ffbo was apt io^ boast of bit cxivragr; bat Mr. 
Prankfin soon repressed if, by allowing that a man 
of more coei refltetiott might haire been startled at 
Ibe first sight c^tbe nnexpeefiedeftds of these fires. 
Being relteyed from all apprebensions of danger,' 
Aejr survejred the awfal aad ejctraordinavy scene 
br some time, and then retired Ho mt 

Renewiilg their joimej in the morning, they 
passed Bannoehbnrn, in their way to Stirling, re^ 
Mrkabte for a stgml victory gained by the Scoti 
»Ter the English, in 1314. 

The town of Stirliog is bnttt oo the sooth side of 
I rock; Ae hooses are old, and the streets narrow. 
Fbe castle stands on a high cliff, and was often the 
leflideoee of tie htttgs of ScoClahd. The outside of 
ke palace^ which is now converted into barracks, 
i curiously adorned with grotesque figtires. The 
lew from the battlements takes in a wide range of 
be river and the neighbouring mountains. The 
hareh is a magnificent Gothic pile, with an arched 

roof, 
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roof, sappoited by two rows of pillttrs. The in- 
habitants arc employed in makidg carpets, shal- 
loons, and other woollen gpoods^ 

They went a litUe way out of the road, ia order 
to see Kinoaird House, the seat of Mr. Bruce, a na- 
tive of Scotlund, who went iato Abyssinia, to dis- 
cover the sources of the Nile. This extraordinary 
person was first induced to travel, for the sake of 
diverting excessive grief on the loss of ap amiabto 
wife. Curiosity, a thirst of knowledge, and an en.- 
terprising spirit, afterwards stimulated him to ex- 
plore regipns scarcely ever visited by European^ 
and to enlarge the boundaries of science by his dis'i' 
coyeries, which he commnnicated to the public in 
a well-written account of his travels. 
, Being near Tor wood, Mr. Franklin Led his pupili 
to the remains of a venerable oak, called Wallace's 
Tree, under which it is supposed fbat hero had 
taken shelter. A sketch of this great man*8 history 
was necessary, to satisfy their enquiries conceroiog 
hira. He was a private gentleman of small fortune^ 
but, by his valour, conduct, and undaunted forti- 
tude, defended his country, with extraordinary suc- 
cess, in the reign of Baliol, against the ambitiousj 
attempts of our Edward the First; which at length 
drew upon him the envj of the nobles, who basely 
frustrated his plans, and after subjecting him to 
various mortifications and difficulties, betrayed him 
lutQ the bands of his implacable enemy, King 

Bdwardi 



idwardy wbo, unmindful of bis heroic virtnes, bad 
im exepnied a$ a male&ctaCi 
They approached towards the shore, and were 
Dnveyed by a boat across the Frith of Forth^ 
fheoce they proceeded, through a fertile country^ 
9 Dunblane, formerly the seat of a bishop ; from 
iat place to Auchterarder, which is a straggling^ 
(Uage, the land was barren, ill cultivated, and but 
My inhabited. . In this neighbourhood runs the 
levoD, a stream that takes its rise in the Ochills k 
ke verdure o£ its banks is luxuriant; and in one 
srt of the valley through which it windis^ it pre* 
tnU a Bceneof uncommon sublimity, which could 
It be passed bj. Having forced a passage througU 
hstrocting rocks, it has worn away their softer 
Itts, and formed immense pits; into these the 
Ater faJU with a tremendous roaring. Just below, 
he whole river is precipitated in one sheet, from 
be height of forty feet, upon huge stones, torn 
bm the surface of the rock. This immense tor- 
est, caUed Caldron -Linn, reflects towards the top 
il the colours of the rainbow, and below it has 
^e appearance of white dust, or vapour. On the 
pposite side of the glen the descent is gentle and 
>By, covered with green and flowery turf, strewed 
rtth mossy stones and fragments of rock, from the 
ides of which spring wild-rose bushes and other 
^rubs. The contrast is striking, and heightens 
te sublime and rural beauties of two places sq 
fafj and so diversified. 

Striking 
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Sfrikktg along tbe eaBlCfn siite of Vlsrttieli^ii^ 
they passed through acomitryridlfyadorn'edwUl 
iioMfe inansiiMiB) svrrofioded by phintatioas aoj 
pteasare^groonds, varhmsly bid out, n^cMdiiigt^ 
tte situation and tttile of tUe ownen On ibe loa^ 
fhej- Were a^tinsed witl^ hearing Mr. Franklinl 
account of tb6 g^neval face of' tile FemaiAing pail 
of ibis extensive couolj. <^ Tbenoiiibern district,^ 
fi&id be^ ^* 16 uncomnionly ^ild and nMvolamoui 
and is inteMcctsd with sef^ral targe hikes; iron 
the mountains descend tasmy^ vinAing streams 
some of wMoh, flowing thvoiigk ebetrncting rocks 
form beautiful cascades and cataracts. Heath 
fowls are focmd in the raonntainona legions, ao^ 
berd»of wild staga and roebucks graae in the plaint 
On tke western side of tite connfij/' continued hej 
'^ are manj^ curious round towers^ and theremainj 
of Roman camfM, and other antiqaidea. Bbniowei 
is one of the mosti etevated mountains of tkia dis^ 
trtct; ita towering l>ead is partly covered wiin 
perpetval aii»w, and it& di^rent ttgi^m afford 
abehep and supfMMrt to muttitodes of ataga, alpin^ 
liares^ beatb^fowl, grouae^ and ptanbigans." aJ 
be concluded tbey entered Pbrtb, and riding inui 
the yard of the best inn, dismounted) resoWing f(j 
nmain there till tbe next fldoraing. 
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R. f lUNKUNy P99oei?iog tbat the meier of 
|he ion wm 9^ Aaii ^luleliigeiiice aad good bteed- 
jflg, (bo iapopQiiliQV circumslaiioeaiiioiigal; the k- 
ferior ranks io Scot|8t«d|) invited bim to «it dowoi 
pid inform them of the antiquities or rarities of the 
place. From him they learnt, that the town for* 

rlj stood on the spot where the Almon and the 
'ay unite, at about the distance of two miks'fhnn 
h pfeseni flilOBlioB ; but that, In the year I2D0, it 
^ desipqycd in one ndgbt by a dmdful inttada. 
fbo, and mairy peraans lost tlmr lives; an«Dg«t 
pbm waa-theiLiag'i^iiifant son, wilh his mnn^ 
^d fisotieen' dmeBtie& 

The innkeeper enlarged on Ae awitont oMise* 
jiaenee at his birth-place with 'visible saUeftotion, 
fed told them Uait k had been Ae fendenoe of the 
koWsh nBonasehs, and the teat •of : the parKaaoent 
lid ooikats of jtntioe. ^< Atpnfient, genflemea/' 
laid he, » it is hafipify Moated fin tvade^ the Tay 
leing here aaaigaUe fax vessek -of eouidanible 
bfdeii,nnd Ibapeopia: plpafitabl;^ empkyed in the 

linen 
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linen and cotton manufactories^ besides tfsi*y larg< 
Vleachertes, all of whicb are in a ioorishing oondi^ 
tion." Not satisfied with the report of another, 
they examined tbe raanufactnres, and other objects 
worth attention ; and On the ti&orrow entered Fife- 
shire, continuing their route, by way of Coupar, to 
Scone) an ancient palac^ commanding many pic- 
turesque view«, where the kings of Scotland used to' 
be crowned: thence to St. Andrew's, formerly a 
bishop's see, Md a city of gfMii consequence. 
After passing a day or two there, aad Viewing the 
remains of its ancient grandeur, Edwin Wtote Xht 
following letter to his mother* * 

DBAA MOTHEft) 

SINCE we entered ScOtlahd we haVesden a greats 
variety of objeets^ many of them quite new to us : 
the country is frequently wild and romantid) but too I 
bare of trees for beauty* In some paf ts there is sH 
great number of gentleman 'a seatSj and the remains i 
of ancient castles, which were built for defence' 
wheirthe two nations were incessantly at war. \ 

The gentry are Extremely well informM^ polMe^^ 
and hospitable: neither is learning wjiolly confined 
to them ; the lower ranks are taught to read^ write, 
and. cast Qccounis, and often the Latin langaaage; \ 

The Scote^ even of the meaniest order, aw Tcry^ 
careful to instrttct their children early in religion; \ 
It is common to see the cottagers at their doors, en^ 

a fio^ 



a fine tieikingy employed with tbeiir spinning* 
trbeels, whilst a little child, leanifigon its mother V 
knee, repeats its catechism, or some yerses out of 
the Bible,lo which she listens withont interrupting 
lier work. 

The men are. generally tall and well made; the 
iromed fair^ with gdlden locks. The gentlemen and 
sdies, in the great towns,- dress like the English ; 
,iit the women of lower rank often wear jackets and 
^laid petticoats^ and most of the poor people wear 
leithep stockings nor shoes^ unless when thej pat off' 
^r hoUda J garb. There is a kind of honest pride 
D the poor Scot, that disdains to beg or receite ahns,- 
p^cept be be driren to it by the strongest necessity. 
the poor are not supported by a poor's rate, as they 
le ID £ngland ; but a eontribution is made for them 
nery Sunday after charch5 when each person gives 
eeordiag to his inclination and circumstances^ 

When we get into the Highlands, I expect wo 
kail see a greater change of manners ; I shall there- 
ire leaTC that subject at present, and say something 
rtbcTenerable city of St. Andrew's^ where we now 
le. Itataiidsonthesea«shore: its towers andspires 
(Te it a magnificent appearance at a distance^ and 
lised our expectations to a very high pitch ; but 
ey weve greatly damped on entering the city, and 
iding the streets nearly covered with grass> and 
icb a solitude throughout the whole, that my bro- 
sr aod I supposed the inhabitants had been carried 
Fby a ptegne s till, on advancing further, the frag-»^ 
ents of ruined edifices^ with the scattered remains 

of 
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of brokeiMoIanvis Arid Ootbic «uidMm^ iiigh Iorvi 
traoTfirUuowB; winding Btaiccfit€% h«^g^r^* ^ 
weie .wiibout .a .fooiidatio«.s Alton liei4ped Wfui, 
altars ; ubdcr the leinaiiMiig vauKt, ImNkao-pieca^ 
of cornices, capitals, fluted pillars, and tomb'StonesJ 
000 vinoed iis^tbatsoaie other 4»lfliiittj bad dastiojecl 
tfaia fiA&ciAy. Eager to Jinow tJie caiisetof; such i 
melaocfaolj desoUtioQ, we eoireatod Mc. Fraakli^ 
1p velate its Ii&torjr. ^^ Tfais unfortnimte place,'' 
said he, ^^waa once a uoivenii^ of fioasiderabltj 
eiiutieBoe,and i!tsba&ldiogaaiognifieent,:asyioiBiaaj^ 
pecceive by their xuias. It bad fimr ispacioui, pa^ 
r.aUel stf eeta^ booaded oa the east bjr theloftjr cathei 
drid, aad on the west by theciij wialL Ba^ alas!'^ 
ooBtin«ed he, ^^ ibere is ao security ^r haouii^ 
giaadeinr : a violeat hjgot, aaAisd. JAha Kaox, ioi 
flamed with uncbristiaa zeal to pB0nate.flikeTefe0ai 
ed religion, by destrc>yiiig tb^CathoUcsyiAstfBiitedl 
ajaultUode of his fiiliowin to attack aad f^l tQ 
pieees thisaneieateity, which homddesigA:tiie^ 
effected in 15S9; lea¥iAg a aad^aoapide lof/the ill 
conaeqaeBoes of yielding to ilUgovrntod passioq 
afid Wind seal" The lurtb^* we weaft, Ibe ihoN 
we^saw that confimed this nekuiohAly aaceuBt \ 
tkedestm^on AA every side.4e|iMBa«l«i]a)apifita^ 
and we i^oceeded to the ianiwithotit aIIobm^ aaH 
6tber woid. 

There are^ however, amongst .the ftiioB,saeven| 
o|»}eeU that aae both oaiMMB Aad twlwwti^|r. I« 
theeboffcb of fit. Salvadora ialhe beautifiilloiiih 
of BftsbopKoooedy, a tmm of veryeMcUeAt <ihai 

racter. 
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iBcfer. Tfaiere ivalso a fine monamenf, in memorj 
of Archbishop Sharp, in the chardi of St. Nicholatw 
This prelate was murdered by nine ruffians, as he 
was riding in his coach, a few miles out of thecity : 
be sobmitted to his fate with the greatest fortitude, 
and died praying for his assassins. It is supposed 
that this jile deed was committed by a party who 
differed from him on the subject of religion, and 
were afraid of his influence in the church. St. 
Andrew's presents many dreadful examples of re- 
ligious persecution and revenge. We saw the win* 
dow from which it is said that Cardinal Beaton^ 
a hot-headed Catholic, had the barbarity to see, 
with malicious pleasare^ the execution of a virtuous 
reformer, named Greorge Wishart, whom he caused 
to be burnt alive ; but his cruelty was severely pu^ 
aished, for, in his turn, he was assassinated in the 
castle, which stood on a rock overhanging Che sea, 
where, he thought himself secure from all his 
enemies. 

What a short time it takes to overthrow the work 
of omiiy years ! the cathedral alotie was a hundred 
and sixty years in buUding, and was pulled down 
in one day by Knox^s mob : its remains are now no 
more than a heap of scattered ruins. 

The university had once three colleges, but they 
are reduced to two: thetrade was formerly very con* 
Mderable^bot that is also dwindled to th^ insignifi* 
Neant nsanufactureof golf balls. These are balb made 
f u by 
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^ sUifi^g kedOmn very Itfiid into a leather OMe, 
Md arensed jaia gune thai U Much played beve. 

Tke.hones are lardered tormonow vmomii^ at 
fiive, ^w Hie »haU continue mr joaraejr oort^ 
ymidAi MBmfi are to Btnrt «oearij, I nMNtooaohide 
nad prepaie for jneal. 

Your ever dutifiil sao, 

EDWIN. 



, Tbqr eajoji^d tbeir ride throiigh jtbeaortli^ 
cetera part of Fifeshire^ wbi^h they fimod a .beau* 
tifal levM tuacti .adorned m(k sevfend pleaiaiit 
TiUa«. By the tipie they reacb^ the baak^jof tbe 
TA7» (bay b^gaa to fed buj^gry ; md f«6ti« a 
cyeat*loo]fing wpman vaiU^ing a. cow near a oattaige^ 
tbey^aked her. for a bpwl of mUkp ivbigh §i» gave 
them williDgly, aad prc^is^ thwi <with $acli ear* 
meinem to partake of the beet she bad^ that Ib^ 
could not refuse, but made a hearty meal oa a mix* 
lore of oatmeal and milk, honey, aad ^gs. 
Having thanked their hp^itable bo(rtesiB, irliO) 
thoj^gh poor, seamed hurt at the ofier of a lecom- 
fenscy they crossed the Fritb of Tiiy to Dundee, a 
large, flourishing tpwu, where there is aa i^cel* 
lept harbour, and a greatdeid of shipping* Several 
DAanufskctures employ the lower orders to this place, 
paitipul^rJyA coaiw kind of linm oall^ Oaiia- 
burghs, sail-cloth, OQrd^e^ thread? bnckraoui, 
twned leather, shoes, andbats. 

Being 
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Beiiig^wilinn a few nifles of the c$tAle t>f Ghtnis^ 
the^ could nat pass a place distingnfehed as the 
Rsidence of Macbetli, (who usurped the crown by 
the murder of DimcaD, his sovereign,) without ex- 
tmiiration ; especiallj as this story forms the plot of 
one of SbflEikespeaT^s celebrated tragedies. This an- 
cient building has a singular and venerable appear^ 
ance, standing in a hollow, and crowned with a 
mnltttude of turrets. In the centre is a spacious 
hall, with a cone ceiKng, and furniture of the same 
Bntiquated fashion. After viewing the apartments 
of the castte, they walked to the church yard, where 
they saw two stone monuments, sfUpposed to havfe 
heen erected in memory of the assassination of King 
Malcolm the Second, who was put to death in the 
castic. In their way lo Forfar, the county town of 
AirgaS'shire, the rich corn-fields, extensive liheep- 
^lks,and'tfae roati often enclosed by green hedges*, 
reminded them so much of England, that they al- 
most forgot that they were in another kingdom. 

Forfar stands in the midst of an extensive, fertile 
plain, enriched by manure of Aell marl, frequently 
found in a number of small shallow lakes in the 
neighbourhood • Hence they proceeded through the 
smalltown of Brechin, remarkable for a curious, 
antique, rotrnd tower of hewn stone. It is of vast 
height, and so slender as to vibrate in a high wind ; 
jet it has stood so long that its use is forgotten, nor 
can the industrious enquiries of the most skilful an- 
tiquary determine for what purpose it was built. 
H 2 From 
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From Brechin they went to Montrose, wheietfae| 
found accommodattont for the night, and were re- 
galed with fine lobsters, caught at a lobster-fishery 
near the neighbouring village of Usan ; where many 
industrious families procure subsistence, bjr taking 
an immense number of these fish for the London 
markets, and by collecting beautiful pebbles from 
the rocks on the shore. 

Being too weary that night, they deferred seeing 
the town till the next day. They found the build- 
ings neat, and many of them in a modern stjie; 
partieularly the town«honse, which has a handsome 
portico. The English chapel attracted their atten- 
tion, and, io their surprise, was decorated with an 
organ. 

The various manufactures of making malt, sail- 
cloth, linen, and thread, with the salmon-fisberies 
on the North and South £sk, afibrded them much 
entertainment. At high water the town has the 
appearance of an island, being almost surrounded 
by the sea. Arthur was charmed with the harbour, 
which is a fine basin in the form of a crescent, at 
that time enlivened by a crowd of tradiujg vessels. 
As he was standing on the pier, admiring the busj 
scene around him, he observed a pleasure-boat 
drawing near the shore, with a party of ofiicers 
on board; upon their landing, he instantly recol* 
lee ted the countenance of one of them, who in the 
late war had been quartered at Richmond, and fre- 
quently visited at his mother's house. Mutually 

rejoiced 
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rejoiced at meeting so far from home, they were 
neither inclined to separate. Captain Burcham 
(that was his name) accompanied Arthur to Mr. 
FranUin and his brother ; they presently agreed to 
dine together, and, before they parted, formed the 
design of travelling in company, as iar as Aberdeen 
at least, making a circoit round the small county 
of Kincardine. 

Arthur's letter in the next chapter will give a 
particular account of the occurrences of their jour- 
ney, with a description of the places through 
which they passed ; to that, therefore, the reader is 
referred. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Grampian Hills, Animals. The Fidelity of a Dog. Female 
' Loyalty, Aberdeen. . Boilers of Buchoft. Face of tlic 
Country and . Producer Sheep WoJks. ,PUa9aiti' Society 
inhere least expected. 

ARTHUR TO CATHERINE Sr LOUISA. 

Peterhead. 
BEAR GIRLS, 

X HE pleasure I have in rambling from place to 
place, and the never-failing desire of seeing still 
further an^urther, reconciles me to being so long 
divided from you and my dear mother ; but I often 
look forward with pleasure to the happy winter 
evenings we shall spend together, in chatting over 
all our adventures. 

Who should I meet in the town of Montrose, but 
Captain Burcham. We soon united our forces, and 
agreed to travel in one party as far as we could. 

Leaving Montrose, we crossed a handsome bridge 
of seven arches, thrown over the North Esk, a stream 
that divides the county of Angus from that of Kin- 
cardine, and descends from a high ridge of the 
Grampian Mountains^ called the Braes of Angus. 

We 
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We followed the course of Ibe rmr to ike foot of 

these siopendoua hills^.aod ascended to a. ooosider-* 

abk* height, eigojiiigiao exteasive prospect, and 

delighted with observiog the wild deer that inhabit 

these solitary segions, wUh the diffeieat kinds of 

birds peculiar tosofih situations : we saw the ptar* 

migan,. eagles, and other birds of prej, soaiii^ 

above the highest cliiS^ in pursait of spoil for their. 

joaagf. So well were we aoiused, that night camo 

on. before we thought of it, and there was no shelter 

U> be found) but the hospitable cottage of a shep^ 

brad, w^. Uv^s in one o£ the i^llejps that lie betwaea 

the iuU8>, which are called gleo&bjr the natives^ i« 

we mese sittioi^ at supper iA came, a large dog^ 

that seemed a gfeai fiivoaiite with all the family, 

and was particularly caressikl by a little boy at tha 

bottom, of the table. I asked the child whethev it 

was hiS' own dog^ which led the shephetfL to ielltha 

foUowJQg extraordinary stcnry *. 

<^To that dog, gsntlemen," sajid be, ^^I owe the 
life of mj child^and I never refuse hioLabonefromi 
my table. It bappeaed> one da^* as l was.o vedookp 
iog my pastures, when the boy waaonly three yeanb 
old, that I fiook him with me^ accompaaied only bjr. 
this faiUbCiil cureature, Kaving occasioa to clamher 
to the^tap of a high clLff at some dista^ice^ in prder 
to. see that n^ flocks k^pt within tteir pnoper 

*" Tb\i anecdote was related in the Monthly Magazine 
Ah- ^prii^- 190;?. 

bounds, 
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bounds, I left the child on a small plain at the bot- 
tom, strictly ordering him not to stir till I retomed. 
Scarcely had I reached the summit before a sudden 
mist arose, such as are frequent amongst these moun- 
tains, and darkened the sky, so that I could with 
difficulty descend. Anxious for my child's safety, 
I returned as fast as I could, but unfortunately took 
a wrong path, and after searching unsuccessfully 
for many hours, amongst the dangerous morasses 
and cataracts of the mountain, night overtook me, 
and I continued wandering about, till a gleam of 
the moon shining on my own cottage window, con- 
Tinced me I was just at home. Todescribe what I 
felt, at returifinjg to my wife without my child, is 
impossible, I had also lost my dog, the faithful 
companion of many years. 

^ The next morning, by day -break, several of my 
neighbours set out with me in search of my lost little 
one. All our attempts were in vain. Tired and 
disappointed, we again returned at the approach of 
night, and renewed our research, with the same ill 
success, for many following days. The day after 
the accident happened, the dog found his way 
home, and after receiving his usual portion of food, 
instantly went away, and appeared no more that 
night. The same circumstancebappened every day, 
till at last I was determined to follow him, and dis- 
cover the cause of this strange behaviour. He led 
the way to a cataract, at some distance from the 
spot where I had left my boy. The banks of this 

cataract 
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cataract were nearly joined at the top, yet separated 
by an abyss of an immensedepth ; down one of these. 
ragged, and almost perpendicular descents, the dog: 
began to make his way, with the provision in his 
mouth, till I lost sight of him in a cave, the entrance 
of which was nearly on a level with the torrent*. 
With extreme difficulty I followed his steps, but 
how can 1 express my delight and surprise, when I 
reached the opening of the cave ; there sat my boy, 
munching the cake that the dog had brought him, 
and the faithful creature standing at his side, guard- 
iog him with the watchful eye of a friend. From 
the situation of the place, the child must have fallen, 
or Bcrambled down, till he reached the cave, and the 
sagacity of this valiiable creature saved him from 
starving. Not a king's ransom should purchase 
him, nor shall he ever want a meal whilst 1 have 
one for myself." When he ended his account, the 
dog received the praises and caresses of the whole 
company ; and 1 thought you would be amused 
with a repetition of it. 

Parting unwiijingly from the kind shepherd and 
his dog, our next visit was to Mr. Barclay of Urie^- 
the extraordinary pedestrian, who gave us a very 
polite reception. His father was distinguished for 
his great skill in agriculture, and devoting his time 
to the improvement of the cultivation of his country. 
His great grandfiither was eminent as a man of 
piety and science. He wrote the celebrated Apology 
for the Quakers, a work admired for its sound sense 
h5 and 
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atad eloquence. Mk Baiiclay, vUh true Scatcli 
hoepitalitj^ oondueted ub ta Dunottor CaMe, tbe 
adeftt seat of tbe EadiU Mariacbal of ScatlAnd, 
litoalfid OB a higby perpend icidar rocki aUnostsiir- 
loiinded bj the aea. It is now in suinsj but the 
hwge pilea of fade stone- work that forn the gate* 
way, with the rdmaine of spacious halk^ aad large 
TanUed aparlments, the archer of which are still 
entire^ show that it was formerl; a place pf great 
strength and gnmdeur. TiaditjOB relates manj 
extraotdinary accounts of the attacks it baa sos-^ 
tained, which are toe tedioas to vepeat; but I aniiat 
indulge jou with an anecdote that does honour to 
the ingenuitj and courage of jQUr sex* 

In the civil wars of Gbarles the First^ Sir David 
Ogifyie^ a staunch loyalist, was entrusted wkh the 
defence of this castle, and tbe regalia, (that is, tbe 
crown aed the other tokens of royalty,) depodted 
ini it as a plaea ol tbe greatest seeutity • A party of 
CromwdPs army, aware that tbfl» treasure was 
lodged here, besieged tbe castle closely, and the 
itantof wateif reducing the garrison to tbe greatest 
extremity, tbe Iqjs^ of tbe coronation ornaments 
seemed inevitable; but Sir David's lady contrived 
•an easpediewl that sailed them from &Uing into the 
*hands of the enemy. She gained permission ftom 
the English oommandev to go out of the fbrtsess, 
taking with hei only her personal wardrobe, and 
the wool which she bad for spinning, an employ* 
asentat that time uHi venal asnongst the ladies of 

Scotland. 



Scotland* Sbe lieft. iim giurrisoA, di^ii^ktg befove. bar 
an 988 cairyiog two prnqto^^lfld^ With tb«l»ticb» 
agreed upon ; but, in the inn^ri fold8 o£ tbo iwat 
she artfully coneeilled the higblj-yalu^ rqgalUi; 
and vfhen «t liberty,, by tbq awifitaiiae of 9Qm» 
friends^ in whom.8heplacedi^oonfid^9CQ,burJedit' 
in a nQW«ip«de giave, till happier titniea should 
aflbrd boY an opportunity of pr^sientiqg it to her 
soverdgv. 

We wereaQ loiig detained.at Duuotter Castle, thai 
m did not rfMob Aberdeen till late in the evening. 
The city eonsisti ojf two parta^ nc^riy a. mile distant: 
from each othev^ oaUed the Old'andthe N«w Towns: 
the fhm^f ie.YeieraJi)k for ite antiquity, baKtog a 
Gothip cMbndmJi) and the Kuig'a CoUiogo, whtpb 
contaiai ^^tr^asum of curioiia ancient manuscsiptei 

TheNe^ Town is all bostte and activily s its broad 
stieets are bandwo^Iy built with gfaoite stone ; and 
the bafbonf, at the mooik of the Dee, is defended by 
a stroti^ stone pier. The merchants of Aberdeen 
carry qu a trade both to the oorlb. and soutii of 
fiarope, exporting, besides o^ber artieies, vast 
quantiti^aof l^it worsted atqekings, a mannibotun^ 
that employs afanost all the poos women and cbtl* 
drea. On ib^ tmp Don Is* v;efy mh^idiln aateuMi* 
fishery^ wUoh supplies not onlj the London mar* 
kets, but also some of those of France and Italy. 
The method oflakiag themiis by paisiog a ridge of 
loose stonos aicrosfi thorlver, higher than .the susface 
of the water; uithis longb kind of i^all are lefi^ 

several 
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several openings, of eight or nine feet wide, in wfaick 
are pla^ a particular sort of box called a crotye ; 
into these the Milmon jnmp, and are taken prison- 
ers. The inhabitants peel off the surface of the 
heaths for firing, and call it turf; it makes a good 
fire, but has a disagreeaable smell. 

I would conclude this long letter, were I not cer- 
tain that you will like to haye some account of the 
caverns and rocky eminences of the rough coast be- 
tween Aberdeen and Peterhead. Near the ruins of 
Old Slain's Castle is a very large cavern, beautifully 
encrusted with petrifactions : a little further on we 
saw the present Slain's Castle, belonging to the Earl 
of Errol, which, though the most modern of the 
two, is still very ancient. It is perched, like the 
nest of a bird of prey, on a vast cliff above the sea, 
exposed to winds and storms, which, with the dash- 
ing of the breakers, must make a tremendous noise 
in rQUgh weather. The rocks in this neighbourhood 
are covered with sea-birds, which resort hither in 
the breeding season : one of these rocks forms a mag- 
nificent arch of a great height. The BuUers, or 
Boilers, of Bnchan, is, of all the cavities in these 
irr^ular rocks, the roost remarkable. Imagine an 
immense welly enclosed with a prodigious high wall, 
joined on one side to the shore, and the other open 
to the sea, and it will give you a^better idea of this 
extraodinary chasm, than I can do by any other 
description. After creeping round the brink, with 
palpitating hearts, we descended, got into a boat^ 

and 
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and were rowed into the basio at the bottom. The 
light darting only from the top, and the enclosure 
on alfsides, it reminded me of a dungeon, and the 
horrors of perpetual imprisonment. My gaietj 
forsook me at the thought. As soon as we reached 
the shore, I jumped out of the boat, rejoiced at 
fiadiDg myself at liberty, and sat down to write to 
yon as soon as I arrived at the inn« 

Captain Burcham leaves us to*morrow, as he 
takes a difierent road on bis way to Ireland, where 
he 18 going to join his regiment. Believe me, 
wherever I am, always yours, &c« 

ARTHUR. 

Mr. Franklin, desirous of improving every oppor- 
tanity to the advantage of bis pupils, often amused 
them, whilst they halted for necessary refreshment, 
with an account of the general productions of the 
, county tbey were in, or any thing in it remarkable, 
which they could not conveniently inspect. Whilst 
residing at Peterhead, he told them that the Don 
and the Dee are the principal streams that water 
Aberdeenshire; that they both rise in the wild parte 
of the county ; the latter amidst the vast mountains 
of Mar Forest, meandering through an almost track* 
less country, till it reaches the fertile vale of Braer- 
mar. << This peaceful valley,'' said he, << is enclos- 
^ by sublime precipices, whose rugged fronts and 
iofly summits, shaded occasionally with a few scat* 
tered pine or bircb trees, present the spectator with 

views 
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Titfws iiiezpresubly grand and affectifty* The in* 
terior part of the oounty/' ooBtiuiKd bei. ^^ is a 
moniitainoiis tract, abounding* with ro€&. The 
beailis swarm with black game, grouBe^ ploveiB, 
ifcimbleiy and snowflecks; the last ia of a whitish, 
colour, which gives it its name, aud i^ about the 
size of a lark: in winter, they are seen in the lower 
countries, assemUed together in nnmerous flocks. 
£agles,.and other birds of prey, breed amongst the 
high cliffs; and the foxes are observed to be re- 
markably bold and ravenous/' 

The Grampian Hills are a vast chain of maufi. 
tains, which extend into the shire of Angus, and 
afford pasturage to sheep. The entrance into them, 
on the eastern side, is through a /larrow chasm, 
called the Pass of BoUiter, covered with shattered 
i:ocks, that have fallen firom the impending preci- 
pices on each side of the road, resembling the nar* 
row defiles of the Cumberland mountains. 

At Peterhead, our travellers were regaled with 
tnrbot, and amused with an assemblage of genteel 
CMnpany, drawn thither for the purpose of drinking 
tile waters of a mineral spring : such society, in this 
lemote part of the country, was unexpected, and 
therefore particularly agreeable. It was pflesently 
observed that tbey were strangers^ which secured 
for them the most polite attentions, aqd affi)rded the 
young Middletons a testimony of the hospit^iljr 
and good breeding of the Stots. ^^^ ;/• . --^ '' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, XV. 

D^f House, Three Kings, of CtUlfih Haxcking, Kiug 
Sweno*s Stone. Inverness, John-o'-Groafs House. High-' 
hinders. Character and Habits. Herring Fishery. The 
Moor where the Witches m'ef Macbeth. Sand HiUs. 
■ Orkney Islands. 

AFT£R a social day spent aniDngst the cheerful 
vmUois of Peterhead, they mounted their horses in 
the cool o£tbe evening, and rode to Banff, a town 
pieaiaiitljpr situated on the coast. The next morning 
thej amased themselves with viewing Duff House, 
the seat of the £arl of Fife, most remarkable for its 
walks and plantations^ a beautiful river, called the 
Dive, runa through the grounds^ over which is 
thrown an elegant bridge of nine arches. 

Thaj paased through Cullen, a poor place though 
a royal borough, in their way to £lgin. At a small 
distance they were struck by the loAiness of tiiree 
pointed rocks, called the Three Kings of Cullen, 
rising in the midst of a small sandy bay. Gordon 
Castle, near the Spey, a large, furious river, abound- 
ing with salmon, bad too many attractions to he 
neglected. The house is a princely structure, but 
sitoatsd in a swampy country, much enclosed by 
WQods^in wbscl^ thexe are a greai many hoIli£s» 

The 
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The dake was taking the diversion of hawking, 
and allowed onr traTellere to be present at the sport. 
This incident suited Arthur's taste exactly, whilst 
Edwin was more interested in surveying the mag- 
nificent ruins of Elgin cathedral, which was de- 
stroyed by order of council for the sake of the lead. 
The choir is very beautiful; and the chapter-house 
is an octagon, supported by a fine single column, 
with carvings of coats of arms round the capital. 
There is still a great tower on each side of this pile; 
but that in the centre is fallen in^ and presents the 
most stupendous fragments, mixed with the bat- 
tered monuments of knights and prelates. There 
are the remains of several other ancient edifices in 
this neighbourhood, which they examined with 
attention. 

After crossing the Lossie, they entered the fertile 
plain of Murray, where the diversified view of 
corn-fields, grazing cattle, the high monntains of 
Ross and Sutherland, and the magnificent entrance 
into the bay of Cromartie, delighted them inex- 
pressibly. Near Forres the lads remarked a very 
high stone pillar, which, Mr. Franklin told them, 
was erected in remembrance of the final departure 
of the Danes, and is, on that account, called King 
Sweno's stone. 

The next town they reached was Nairn, situated 
on an eminence near the sea. Many of the houses 
are built of stone, but others are miserable Highland 
huts. Hence they proceeded to Inverness, the 
capital of the northern part of Scotland, finely 

situated 
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I situated on a plain, between the Murray Frith and 
tbe riyer Ness, It is a large, well-bailf, populous 
town, in which an extensive manufactory of linen 
and coarse sacking is carried on. Turning their 
course again northwards, thej came to Dingwall, 
tbe chief town of Ross-shire; from the road beyond 
|tbis place, the view commanded the bay of Cro* 
jmartie, the most secure and capacious of any in 
I Great Britain. A few scattered scats, surrounded 
by plantations, occasionally enlivened their ride, 
till they came to a tedious black moor, that led 
Ibem to Tain, a small town, in which the most 
Kmarkable object is a large square tower, crowned 
with five spires. 

Leaving Tain, they crossed tbe Frith of Dornoch ; 
took some refreshment at a small town of the same 
Kame, where they saw a cathedral in ruins, and 
advanced along the eastern coast of Sutherland, 
^tboot seeing niany objects that interested them. 
DoQrobin Castle, however, situated on rising 
groand near the sea, surrounded by fertile fields, 
and embellished with hanging woods and winding 
Rivulets, appeared peculiarly charming, from its 
contrast with the sterility and wildness of the other 
parts of the country. They soon after entered the 
ahire of Caithness, and passing along a bold, rocky 
ihore,on which stand the remains of several ancient 
castles, built in turbulent times for the defence of 
tbeir owners, they at length reached Dungsby Bay, 
or John-o'-Groat's House, the most northorly point 

of 
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of the island, irbere Mr. Franklin intended to re^ 
main a few days, tbat^if the weaither (kvooired thi^ 
ficheroe, they might take a view of one or two o^ 
the principal of thie Orkney islands. From thi^ 
place Edwin addressed his sisters as follows. | 



EDWIN TO CATHERINE * LOUISA. 

! 

JohM'0*»Groa^9 ffausel 
MY DBAR SISTERS, 

Wmat a long way we ave from, one anolbei I 
fiut ae weha?e got to the eatlreme pmiil of Scotland, , 
we shall soon turn our faces towards the soutk, andi 
draw nearer to you every day. When we meet, 
there will be so much to tell you, that we have seen, 
in this long journey, that I fear my mother will be 
tired of hearing us talk. 

. TheHightandensareabrave^hArdyiaceofpeoi* 
]^e; theif custoBM and manner of living, m nsany. 
i^espectsy were entirely new to us. Thein dress is 
elegant and striking: a plaid of narvow ntnfl^ 
checkeied.with various colours, i& wrapped in many 
folds round the body, 6stened before and on tha 
ahoulders with. & silver buckle, ii the owner is able | 
to purchase one. The pbHibeg, or kaii^ is a iuU, 
short petticoat, reaching only to the knees, made of 
the same material; and the stockings^ which are 
likewise cheekered with different colours^ are short, j 
and tied below the knee* Aa they have no pockets^ 

most 
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moB* of tliem wear a gyeat poncb, made o{ badg«<^ 
skio, with tasseb dangUng before^ wbicb senFes ia 
hold their money and tobacco. Tbdir bead ift 
ooveved'Witb'a/bliie bonnet, bordered with red,, 
bloe, and green, ifitermingled ; and they jpeaeialljr 
cany a poinaid^ wbicb tbey call a d»k, in tbeir 
girdle. Married women are dietisguished by a 
piece of wiiite linen, called a kireb> pinned over 
Abe forehead, and faUin^ down over the neck be- 
Iliad; single ones bind a ribbon round their heads; 
but all wear a plaid, thrown gracefuUy wet theic 
shoulders^ instead of a cloaks 

The hoases of the peasants are miserab)e hnle,. 
nostlry formed of loosb stones laid one ufMn an* 
other, without any other floor than the naked 
^ound ; the roof is made with rafters, coyered with 
ieatb instead of thatch* Windows are seldom ta 
be seen ; the light enters at the door, and through 
fbe holo which is left in the Koof for a passage to» 
the smokci Some of these hovels havo severalr 
apartcaeats, and tjie owners of them often possess a 
lock of goats and sheep. 

We received v^y hospitable, enlertainmffnt, and 
a night's, lodging, in the stone CQtt9ge of one of 
the b^or kind of shepherds: he was a great man 
in his viUage, bad a chimney to bis house, aad 
possessed twelve cows> twenty Oisen, a hundred 
iheep, and as many goats>. 

Jfost of the housen in Scotland are built with 
ttOBQ, whether large or aiBsil,.aiid the side of them, 

instead^ 
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instead of the front, often faces the street; their 
entrance is frequently by a flight of steps which 
teaches to the second story, so that there is no way 
to the ground^floor, but by going down stairs within 
the house. The common people, as well as the 
gentry, have a sort of natural politeness and kind- 
ness to strangers that is very endearing. 

They are fond of war, have high courage, and 
a martial air. Formerly they were divided into 
clans, that is, families; for every branch of the same 
stock, however distant, belonged to the clan whose 
name he bore; these clans had always a head or 
ohief, who protected them, and led them ont to 
battle against the neighbouring chiefe, when there 
was any cause of offence between them. 

The people have generally a religious turn, and 
attend the kirk very regularly, though it should be 
several miles from their houses. I have often seen 
the women, on Sundays, walking to kirk barefoot, 
with their shoes and stockings under their arm, 
which they do not put on till they get near the 
kirk door. The lower orders are excessively su- 
perstitious, and have some strange customs. Some 
of them pretend to be endued with the gifl of 
seeing events long before they happen, which they 
call second sight : but Mr. Franklin took the first 
opportunity, when we were alone, of telling us 
that this i^ an idle notion, arising from prejudice 
and early superstition. On the first of May, they 
periform a ceremony something like the rural sa- 
crifices of the Pagans : after having cut a square 

trench 
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trench on the groand, they leave a piece of turf in 
the middle, on which they light a fire, and boil 
a kettle of milk, mixed with eggs, batter, and oat* 
meal; when sufficiently boiled, they spill some of 
it OD the groiind, as an offering to some imaginary 
being, whom they believe either protects or destroys 
Iheir cattle. Then every one of the company takes 
8 cake of oatmeal, with nine square knobs raised 
on each, and turning his tsLce to the fire, breaks off 
a knob, which he flings over his shoulder, crying 
out at the same time, ^^ This I give iq thee," nam- 
ing whom he invokes, << preserve thon my horses, 
oxen, or aheep." Sometimes they give a knob to 
the eagle or fox, entreating them to spare their 
lambs and poultry. 

When a Highlander dies, the body is stretched 
on a hosLxdy and covered with coarse linen ; a wood* 
en platter, filled with salt and earth, is placed upon 
the breast: the salt they consider as an emblem of 
the immortal soul ; the earth of the body, which is 
going to decay. The friends and relations assemble 
every evening, till the dead man is buried, at his 
lioose, where they bewail his loss with bagpipes 
and fiddles, singing, dancing, and drinking, more 
like a merry*making than a time of mourning. We 
were present at the funeral of a youog woman, who 
had caught the small-pox in nursing her husband* 
She was followed by a long train of mourners, who 
sang a sort of funeral dirge, in praise of her virtues, 
as we were told; for we could not understand it, as 

it 



it was in Ene. Tfae notes veie <ii« most vacfaniH 
choly imagiiiable, resembling^t howl lather'thaii (^ 
song of lamenUtkui. Tke fiiw langiMige was foiw| 
merly spoken all over Sootlaod^ (mH is now prettj 
innch confined to the cefiHAon people in the Hig^ 
lands. / c, • :-'■/ ^:-^'''v-.- ^ ~<^- 

The bagpipe is asott^ of national vamicy that is| 
Biet with every where; and they take pleasure in 
<»ld songs that cofameBiorate the heroic actions of 
their warlike chiefs. Besides rtiined castles, of 
which we have sees a great number, there are many 
femains df ancient buildings, Ihat seine supposei 
were the temples of the Drtlids, whilst iythers believe 
them to have belonged to tfae Danes. We saw se-i 
veral of them in Inverness-shire: they are circular, 
and tapering.like a glass-house; there are galleries; 
^ quite round the inside, that are connected by stair^ 
cases up to the top> which are opeii. They are 
bailt of stone, without lime or mortar of any kind., 
Near CuUcn, we examined several cairns, or bar- 
rows, the tombs of ancient warriors, whose names 
and heroic deeds are entirely forgotten. In the. 
middle of one of these heaps of stones was lately 
found a coffin, made of long, flat stones, containing 
the skeleton of a man^ and a deer's houi) to showi 
that this person loved huntings 

The breakfast^table, whese we have been enter- 
tained, has always been spread with such variety, 
that I do not know how v/e shall submit to a mere 
English breakfast. It is common to furnish tbatj 

meal 



oeal irilk tea^ eofte, eggSy dried herrings, cheese, 
iaog beef, marmalade, 4sarimat jeUy, and ^x>nflerTe 
«f mjrile, a wild ftuit that grows among the heath ; 
kesideg whisky and ram^ for which, you may be- 
Keve, we have no relish. 

All the little towas on the eastern coast, since we 
enossed the Marray Frith, are employed in making 
Ikread and linen doth, chiefly for their own cloth- 
ing: the bosiniesB of the opposite coast, towards the 
test, is the herring flabery. -We are told that thesQ 
M am?e about Jnly, in such vast shoals, that, 
io same seasons, the beach for miles, at low water, 
kas been jcovered by those left by the tide. I regret 
ttat we cannot see tbeoa approach the shore, gliding 
with their silver backs on the surface of the water, 
tnd feOowed by innumerable sea-fowls of different 
iiads, paiticolady the gannet, which prey upon , 
liietn witbont^^iemony. 

Near, the house of Uibster, on the Catthnesa 
flK>re, many large eaFems extend several hundred 
yards midergroiiiid, which afford shelter to seals, 
wa amphikious anunal that frequents the northern 
beas. The hunters, who catch these ereatnres for 
Aesake of their oily fiit, eater these caverns in small 
boats, with l^hted torches, hallooing and making a 
noise to disturb the seals; the poor affrighted ani« 
amis endeavour to escape, but are generally knocked 
OD the head with clubs before they reach the sea. 

Near Forres we crossed a moor, where tradition 
ftlatesthat Macbeth met the witches^ whose pre* 

dictions 
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dictions of hb greatate inflftmed him with Uie am* 
bition of becoming a king, and induced him after- 
wards to murder his sovereign, Duncan, in order to 
attain that dignity. You maj read the whole stoiy 
in Shakespear. 

A few miles beyond Nairn, we remarked a nnm-| 
ber of sand-hills, that now cover a track of land 
that was formerly a fertile estate. This inundation 
of sand made such a rapid progress, that an apple* 
jtree in one season was so overwhelmed, as to showi 
only a few of the leaves of the upper branches above 
the surface. This misfortune was caused by pull* 
ing up the bent grass that grew on the shore, for 
litter for horses, and was a defence against the en* 
croacihment of the waves. 

The gloomy aspect of the woods of Calder^ or 
Cawdor, inspired us with awe : their thick shades 
of birch, alders, oaks, great broom, and juniper, 
obscured the rays of the sun : and the deep, rocky, 
glens on each side of them, overshadowed with 
trees, and watered by a rolling torrent, presented a 
scene of savage grandeur that I cannot describe^! 
The castle to which they belong is now a modern 
building. An earl of Argyle, desirous of possess*, 
ing it and Us domains, transferred it to the family 
of the Campbells, by running away with tbei 
heiress, and marrying her when she was but a chii&i 
We passed over CuUoden Moor, a little beyond 
Campbdl-town, where the decisive victory was 
gained by William, duke of , Cumberland, uncls 

' tp 



ORILN^Y ISI«AND8. 160 

to the present king, over ibe Scotch rebels, in 
1746. 

We have waited iiere a few days, with an inten* 
tioQ (tf gpii^ over to Orkney^ the principal island 
of a dnster of small isles that lie off the coast ; but 
the weather has been windy^ and the currents and 
tides areej^tremelj daqgerou» between these islands ; 
and, as it does not.appear that there is much to be 
seen worth the risk, M|r., Fraakiin has given up the 
design; therefore we are preparing for travelling 
again, and shall leav^ this place in an hour. 

We, however, have not neglected to collect manj 
particulars concerning the Orkneys. They are no 
fewer in number than . sixty-seven, tw6Bty-niiie of 
ivhich only are. inhabited : the smaller ones are 
Arholly .appropriated to pasturage^ and, ^n the ori- 
final language of tlie country, are called Holms. 
Besides theae, there are several that are mere rocks^ 
with scarcely any vegetation, that are overflowed i^t 
kigh water. Though animals can hardly subsist 
m these skerries, yet the poor Highlanders, in the 
inimmer, raise hubs on them just for shelter, whilst 
Aey cut, dry, and buru marine plants, for the kelp 
nanuiiicture* 

The pjrincipal ifiland is the Mainland^ or Pomona, 
irhich is thirty miles long, but in the middle not 
ibove one broad. The spacious and beautiful bay 
tS Scalpa bounds the one side of the isthmus, and 
Ike bay of Kirkwall forms the other. Near this 
ipot stands the ancient town of Kirkwall, which is 
I the 
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the capital of (be Orkneys : it lias Init one street^ 
bat that is nearly a mile long, with many exceHenti 
houses ranged on each side of it, to which belong 
remarkably neat little gardens. Se?eral of the gen* 
Clemen of property reside here; and the provincial 
synod of ecclesiastical elders is annually assembled 
in (bis place. To add to its consequence (here are 
a cnstom- house and a post-office. Thetown-house) 
besides apartments for the courts trfja^lce, bas ao 
«omm6dation for a prison and an assembly-rooffi^ 
two things of such an opposite use, they seem us- 
suitably placed near each other. Oar cnriosify ! 
would have been more attracted by the remaiiks of 
the bishop^s and earl's palaces, the casQe, aod tbei 
venerable cathedral of St. Magnus; but we most 
submit to the disappointment ivith patience. 

The small isle of Stroma, about two miles from 
tiie landy we are told, has the wonderfU property 
of' preserving dead bodies uncor rupted for ages, i 
Near Kirkwall are some huge atones, erected at the i 
end of a causeway that lies between two lakes, bat ; 
nobody now knows for what purpose. 

I hope we shall receive letters from you at Inter- 1 
ness, where we shall stay a day at leasts 'With \ 
duty to my mother, believe me always yowrs, ' 
affectionately, 

EDWN. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

S^ckFair^ EaUqf Fires. WildCouniry. The Hebrides. 
Manner^/ the Islanders. A Dance. Druidkal Tenqds. 
Dangerms Voyage. ArOiquiiies. Mattery. Royal 
Burial Place. 

Mr. franklin condiKted bbjromig charge^ 
by BoaHy the same rovte^ baek to Invenien^ be« 
cMae on the western aide of Roas-shhe there were 
^ passable reads Sot horses. Here they were so 
fortoaate as to see a Scotch (aif) where the elegant 
dien of Ihe Highlanders) and the Taricgated plaids 
^ the iasnes, laade a gaj appearance. They 
gained admittance to visit Fort George^ which is 
a gairison preperly fostified, staoditig near Invert 



Their route from this place was along a road^ 
principatlj teTelled, with great laboar^ on a roek 
bounding the waters of Loch * Ne&s. On the left 
^feie high and steep rocks^ shaded with birch, and 
covered witttfem or heath. On the opposite side 
of the loch, also, were seen towering rocks, some- 
times covered with verdmre, and sometimes bare. A 

* Loch means ijakt. 

If little 
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little corn-field, here and there, made them more 
sensible of the general barrenness. 

Loch Ness is about twenty-four miles longhand 
from one mile to two broad ; its water is remarkably 
clear and pleasant, and is said to be extremely deep ; 
it abounds with salmon, trout, and pike. 

They dined upon kid, at an inn called the Grene- 
nVs Hut, because it served as a temporary resi- 
dence to General Wade, whilst he superintended 
the labour of the soldiers who were employed in 
making roads for the accommodation of the coun* 
try. Towards evening they crossed the river which 
.makes the Fall of Fires, by a bridge, and epjoyed, 
with a mixture of awe^ the sublime spectacle of a 
vast body of water precipitously rushing dowa Ibe 
broken fragments of rugged rocks, till it reached a 
perpendicular descent of prodigious depth, whence 
it suddenly fell, with astonishing velocity, into a 
hollow chasm at the bottom. . They got beds at a 
village pear Fort Augustus, a small fortress formed 
by four bastions, and capable of containing. four 
hundred men : the mountains on each side of the 
fort are very rocky and barren ; nor is there naocli 
grazing or corn land in the bottoms. 

The rest of the ride to Grenelg was through a 
wild, mountainous country, but thinly inhabited, ; 
bare of trees, and intersected with many rivers and 
small streams, whose transparent waters mostly 
discovered a hard, stony channel. 

They were obliged to provide for their own ac- 
commodation by hiring a guide, and a horse to 

carry 
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carry their baggage, as there was but one inn aq the 
conrse of (wo days' journey : therefore they laid in a 
Biore of bread, and a few other necessaries;, tobacco 
especially, intending it as /gift to any of the High- 
landers who should show them a kindness. Toirng 
they saw none superior to a few huts, built near pne 
another for the sake of good neighbourhood. In 
one of these very poor villages they alighted from 
their horses, opened their stores, and begged a little 
milk from a woman, who generously brought it tp 
them in a pail. The unusual appearance of strangers 
in this remote place, drew all the inhabitants to the 
spot. These poor people gathered round them with 
the eagerness of curiosity, but without showing any 
rudeness. Arthur was inclined to be angry at their 
intrusion, but was obliged to restrain his impatience, 
from the impossibility of making himself under* 
stood; English being to them a foreign language, * 
as the £rse is universally spoken amongst them. 
Edwin showed that he wished to gain their friend- 
ship, by signs that are intelligible in all countries:, 
he handed slices of bread to those who stood nearest ; 
to others he distributed little pieces of twisted to* 
bacco; and amongst the children he scattered some 
halfpence. This kindness had its desired effect : 
good-humour and satisfaction enlivened every 
countenance, and the visit of the English strangers 
was remembered with pleasure. 

After the fatigue of a long, dreary ride,- they 
reached Greaelg, hoping to refresh themselves with 

a good 
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a good BQpper and a soft bed, but neither was to be 
had ; the larder of the inn was very ill provided, 
and the beds were so diitj and miserable, that they 
were obliged to t^tew some clean hay on the fioor, 
and repose themselves upon it. Bnt they had been 
too long used to travelling to be much disturbed at 
such accidents; hunger gave a relish to thehr poor 
fare^ and weariness procured them sound sleep : they 
rose in the morning refreshed, and full of curiosity 
toexploietheisIeofSkye. A boat waited for them: 
they jumped hastily into it, and were presently 
ferried over to the opposite shore. 

Skye is the largest of the Hebrides, and is sixty 
miles long. It is subject to thick mists and fteque&t 
rains. Towards the autumn, the showers fall in 
torrents, and destroy the hopes of the poor husband- 
man, who, during the winter, is often obliged to 
*suiier a scanty supply of food, and search for shell* 
iSsfa on the shore, as the principal part of it. 

On landing, the first object that caught attention 
was a number of women employed in the luaghy 
or walking of cloth, an operation nsed instead of 
the fulling mill. There were twelve or fourteen 
of them standing on each side of a long ribbed 
board, on which the cloth is placed. First they 
worked it backwards and forwards with their hands, 
singing all the while; when their hands were tired, 
they used their naked feet with great violence, sing* 
ing louder and loader till they had beaten the cloth 
quite clean. The news of the arrival of strangers 

sooa 
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soon spread all over Skje ; nay, it reached several of 
the smaller adjacent islands; and invitations from 
the gentry, far and near, pressed daily upon tbem. 
They accepted as many of them as their short stay 
would allow ; and were generally met by a nume- 
lOiis and elegant company, who had assembled on 
the occasion. The tables were plentifully supplied 
with wild-fowl, moor*game, fish, and poultry : of 
v^etables they had no great variety. Potatoes, 
at least, f¥ere««ever wanting; and as the climate is 
OQ&vottrable to fruits, instead of tarts and sweet- 
meats it is usual to bring on differeul preparations 
of milk, after the dinner is removed. The bread is 
made of oats or barley : the first is rolled into thin 
cakeS) which are coarse and hard* The barley cakes 
(for they never make a loaf) are thicker and softer, 
but, beiag of a very dark hue, were not inviting to 
English palates, accustomed to fine wheaten bread. 
It is common for every man who can procure it, to 
drink a glass of whisky the first thing in a morn- 
ing, perhaps as a security against the humidity of 
the climate. In former times most families of coo- 
sequence kept a piper, to amuse tbem with the bag- 
pipe; at present, there ate but few who retain the 
practice. As their hospitable entertainers lived far 
apart from each other, they were obliged to traverse 
the principal part of the island, which having nei- 
ther roads nor hills, they resigned themselves to the 
direction of a guide, and took the chance of hospi* 
tality for accommodation. The coast is indented 

with 
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with many creeks and intets ofthe 5ea; the souths 
eastern side swells gently in a verdant slope, in 
some parts adorned with trees, above which appear 
the naked hills of Strath, overtopped by the ragged 
summit of CuUin, or Cuchnllin, a hero celebrated 
in the poems of Ossian. The eastern side, both 
north and soath, presents a continued ridge of 
rude mountains, from the sides of which many 
streams rush down after heavy falls of rain, roaring 
along the rocky channels, and forming dreadful 
cataracts, amid shattered fragments interspersed 
with trees of birCh and oak. 

They made an agreeable trip to the small isle of 
Raasy , lying to the east of Skye. The proprietor of 
the island, and a party of his friends, met them on 
the beach : he assisted them to climb the craggy 
shore, and led them to his mansion, a modern build- 
ing, where he introduced them to his wife, three 
sons, and ten daughters. The young people pre- 
sently became acquainted, and laid the foundation 
of a friendship that increased with their growing 
i\ge. They were treated with civility, elegance, 
and plenty; and in the evening the carpet was 
rolled off the floor, the bagpiper was called, and 
the whole company was invited to dance. The 
two elder daughters accepted Arthur and £dwin 
for their partners, and acquitted themselres in a 
graceful manner. This amusement continued till 
supper was announced, after which the ladies sang 
Erse songs the rest of the evening. 

The 



ISLE or 8KTK. 177 

The island does not afford much ground either for 
tillage or pasture, being rough, rocky, and barren!: 
the precipices are so steep, that the cattle are often 
killed bj falling from them. It has few trees and 
manj rivulets, one of which turns a corn-mill, and 
some of them produce trout. Several other islets 
are scattered round on the north and east side of 
Skye, but they were not sufficiently important ta 
claim examination. 

However reluctantly, they were obliged to part 
from their kind friends, the Laird of Raasy and 
his family, and return to Skye, where the civility 
of their new-formed acquaintance conducted them 
to every thing worth observation in the island. 
Amongst these they were shown the remains of a 
boilding, supposed to have been a place of worship 
belonging to the Druids, the priests of the ancient 
Britons; and were told, that there were three others, 
very similar, in different parts of the island. This 
stood in the midst of an extensive moor, enclosed- 
between two streams : from one of these to the other 
is a strong stone wall, in the form of a triangle,, 
near the centre of which is a small square stone 
edifice; and on each side of the entrance are the 
fragments of two houses, both within and without 
the wall, probably built for the accommodation o£ 
the priests and attendants who officiated in thi^ 
temple. They afterwards explored several caves 
near the sea-shore, which afford haunts to birds and 
sea-fowl, aad have been used as places of refuge to 
I 5 . the 
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the iohabitantB, when the neigbbouriDg clans car* 
Tied oo a kind of domesttc war. At Talisker thej 
•xaroiaed the baflaltic oolamnSi formed natorally 
like an eteti rowof pillars, fitted dose to each other, 
above twenty feet high. At Struam, they saw a 
Danish Tort on the top of a rock, of a circalar form, 
walled round with loose stones: within the great 
ctrde were several smaller ones, which formed dis- 
tinct apartments. 

Mr. Franklin thinking that they had devoted as 
much time as they eould spare to Skye, ordered a 
boat to carry them over to a chain of islands stretch* 
kig out further west, of which the principal are 
Lewis, Harris, and North and South Uist; but a 
violent storm of wind from the westward, and a 
rough sea, obliged them to give up the design. He 
more easily reconciled this disappointment, as he 
heard that these islands are in general wild and 
bleak, barren of wood, and afford but little culti- 
vation ; that in Lewis, the largest of them, there is 
but one town, called iStomaway : and that the inha- 
bitants are very poor, and chiefly employed in fiah- 
ing and catching wild-fowl, particularly in a small 
rocky islet called St. Kilda. These poor people are 
incredibly adventurous in pursuit of the birds and 
their eggs, being often let down by a rope from the 
summit of high, precipitous rocks, into the clefts 
and chasms where they build their nests. 

To the west of Lewis and Harris, the coast is 
annually visited by myriads of herrings. The 
d^-fish pursues the herrings in such vast shoals, 

that 
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that their fins are sometimes seen like a tUck bwh 
of sedges above the water, as far as the eye can 
reach. In this pursuit thej often pay for their 
voracity, as numbers of them are caught and killed, 
for the sake of the oil that is extracted from the 
liver. ~/ 

The hour of departure being fixed, they embark- 
ed on board a small vessel bound to the isle of Mull. 
The wind, though in their favour, blew a brisk 
gale, and the waves tossed their little bark up and 
down, with a motion that soon produced sea-sick* 
ness. Neither Arthur nor Edwin were long able 
to keep tbeir seats; they both lay dbpirited in the 
bottom of the boat. The lofty mountain that com- 
poses the island <^ Rum, and the fertile little isM 
of %g and Mniok, they left to the westward ; and 
after a quick, boisterous passage, in which our fresh-^ 
vater sailors often fancied themselves in danger, 
they were safely landed at Tabor Morar, a small 
village, where a fishing station has lately beea 
erected. As soon as they were recovered from the 
effects of their voyage, they were provided with 
horses to pursue their journey, of a very diminutive 
nse, equipped wkb no other bridles than pieces o( 
rope ; but their steeds were not deficient in strength^ 
and were accustomed to the rngged roads of the 
coaotry. They travelled many hours through a 
track, black and banen, relying for amusement 
laore on conversation than on the objects around 
ihem. Amongst other anecdotes^ Mr. Fmnklia 

mcolianed 
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mcatiohed that of a ship of the Uoe, belonging to 
the Spanish armada, being blown up on this coast, 
cither by accident, or by the patriotism of a Scotch- 
man, who ventured his own life for the destruction 
of an enemy who endeavoured to invade his 
country. 

After a tedious, fatiguing ride, over heaths, 
marshes, and mountains, guided by two High- 
landers on foot, they with difficulty reached the 
castle of Torloisk, where they met with a roost hos- | 
pitable reception. The owner of the casde used 
every persuasion to detain them a few days; but as 
the morning was calm and inviting, Mr. Franklia 
declined the proposal, and again entered a boat with 
his young charge, with design to visit the isle of 
Staffii. Scarcely had they got out a few leagues, j 
before the weather suddenly changed, and the sea 
became tempestuous. By the exertions of the boat- 
men, however, they approached the island, but 
fonnd it impossible to land, from the violence of | 
the breakers and the ruggedness of the coast. The 
tempest increasing, Mr. Franklin became greatly 
alarmed, and willingly yielded to the entreaties of 
the mariners, to suffer them to endeavour to make 
for the isle of lona, or Icolmkill, at about fifteen 
miles' distance, where there is a small creek. They 
were now obliged to brave the impetuosity of the 
waves, driven sometimes one Way and. sometimes 
another, and every instant In danger of going to the 
bottom. By the skill and dfexterity of the boat- 
men, who had been inured from childhood to na- 

, vigate 
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vigate these difficalt seas, they escaped the destruc- 
tion which threatened thena, and were, after many 
efforts, landed on lona. The joy of being rescued 
from danger, was inexpressible. The first sensation 
was an offering of gratitude for their deliverance. 
No sooner were they on shore than the wind low- 
ered, the sea grew calm and the weather pleasant. 
The sun gleaming beautifully across the pictu- 
resque views of this celebrated isle, displayed to 
great advantage the ruins of a grand monastery 
and cathedral, scattered on a verdant plain, a 
little raised above the level of the sea. The 
founder of the monastery was St. Columbia, a 
native of Ireland, who, moved with zeal to convert 
the Plots (o Christianity, came to this island, in 
^65, for that purpose. 

The extreme poverty and uncleanliness of the 
liohabitants prevented them from seeking accom- 
modation in the town, if so it may be called, coa- 
pisting of about fifty mean, thatched houses ; there* 
(ore, with the assistance of their attendants, they 
l^rected a tent, under vdiich they might be sheltered 
from the weather.. 

Ou surveying tl^e ruins, that were anciently the 
phiefseat of the learning and religion of this part of 
the world, and deemed sacred from being,the chosen 
burial place of many of the monarchs of Scotland,^ 
Ireland, aud Norway, they found that the churches 
rfthe two. convents are both standing, though un- 
roofed. They were built of unhewn stone, and not 

inelegant. 



183 A FAMILT TOUR. 

inelegant The chapel of the nunnery is now Qiedi 
as a general cow-house ; and the bottom coveredj 
with mire, which nothing but the temptation of a 
bribe could induce the inhabitants to clear away, 
by which operation they discovered the tombs 6t\ 
several of the lady abbesses. From the mutilated{ 
apartments of the nunnery, they walked to the 
burial place of Oran, a vast enclosure, appropriated 
to receive the remains of the kings and princes who 
were desirous of reposing in this consecrated 
ground. It was partly filled with grave-stones, 
but so overgrown with weeds, particularly the 
butter-bur, that few were to be seen. « What aa, 
awful lesson f observed Mr. Franklin, ^^does thisi 
scene present; not only of the certain transition of 
royalty and grandeur to the silent grave, but of| 
the vain desire of kings and heroes to perpetuate 
their remembrance^ The sovereign princes who 
lie here interred, doubtless intended^ by the choice 
of their sepulchre,, to hand down to posterity mo* 
morials of tbdr power and dignity I but, alas 1 no^ 
a trace remains to guide even the antiquary to dis- 
cover who they were, or what were their achieye- 
ments. The most gloriousmonument is that raised 
by the performance of great and good actions^ 
especially those which conduce to the benefit of 
mankind : such renown is often preserved fiom age 
to age, by the gratitude and esteem of succeeding 
generations.'' 
The cathedral was built in the form of a cross s 

ovei 
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9rer the centre is a handsome tower. On the south 
tide of the chancel are some Gothic arches, sap* 
|X)rted by pillars grotesquely adorned with super- 
Kitious designs, expressive of the religious opinions 
off bat age; amongst othen, the figure of an angel 
weighing souls. 

Besides the two principal churches, there are yet 
(aading five chapels, and several crosset dedicated 
D different saints. Still more ancient than these 
Rcred relics of monastic magnificence are the cairns 
rfthe Druids, supposed to be the t«mbs of great 
sen, of which there are several remains in the 
Mand. Having wandered amongst these moulder- 
ing monuments of antiquity, till their curiosity was 
fichansted, they prepared for another attempt to 
NBBch the isle of Stafiisi, observing, as they embark- 
ed, thai the shores produced the sea-bugloss; and 
beringo, esteemed for its efficacy in diseases of 
he lungs. Their voyage was successful^ but for 
he particulars the reader is referred to Arthur^s 
tccounty which commences the next chapter. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

I 

FingaTs Cccoe, Scotch Customs, Charles Stuart. GannetsJ 
Eagles. fFhirlpool of Coryvrekan. Argyk, Castle at 
Jnverary. Tunny Fish. \ 

ARTHUR TO CATHERINE * LOUISA. 

IslcofMuU. 
MT DEAR GIRLS, 

X HOUGH we have had maoj difficulties (o en*^ 
counter, I am delighted with exploring the High- 
lands, because both the face of the countrj! and the 
manners of the people are full of novelty. 

The grandest, the most sublime and extraordinary, 
object we have yet seen,, is Fingal's Caye,.in the isle 
of Stafia. It is a natural grotto of stupendous size^ 
formed by ranges of columns of dark grey stone^ 
and roofed by the bottoms of others that have beei^ 
broken off^ with the spaces between filled with d 
yellow matter, which gives it the appearance oi 
mosaic work. The sea reaches to the extremity o^ 
the caA^e, which is a hundred and forty feet long^l 
fifty-six feet high, and thirty- five feet wide at the 
entrance.* It is impossible to give you a just idea otf 
the solemnity and magnificence of this vast cavern^ 

which 
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ivhick the Datives pretend to have been the palace of 
Ossian's father : the agitation of the waves beating 
against the rocky bottom and sides^ and breaking in 
dl parts into foam; the light gleaming from with- 
mi to the further end, becoming gradaalij more 
obscure, but displaying a wonderful variety of 
colours — produced altogether the most surprising 
pSect you can imagine. On the right side of the 
^trance is a spacious amphitheatre of different 
^nges of columns, on the top of which we walked 
It first with tolerable ease: but as we advanced, 
this projecting gallery became so narrow and slip-^ 
^ry, that we were obliged to go bare-foot, and yrith 

Etat risk reached the further end, where the cave is 
mnded by a row of pillars resembling an orgao» 
ad we not seen Fingal's Cave, we might have ad« 
liired that of Corvorant, at the north side of the 
|iland ; but it is every way inferior to the one which 
|!^ so much delighted and astonished us. I believe 
|e whole island, which is only about two miles 
^nad, is a rock, composed of the same kind of 
fillars as this wonderful cavern ; for, on approach- 
ig it in our little boat, we were struck with awe at 
lie grand ranges of collonades one above another, 
Nne fifly feet high, that support the south-west 
M, and curve into spacious amphitheatres, accord* 
^ to the form of the bays and windings of the 
bore. Mr. Franklin supposes that the whole was 
brmed mAny ages ago by the eruption of o^olcano; 
• also the rocky idet of Boo-Sbala, at a saiaU 

distance 
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Abtaace from ibe gmod eavam^ jpost likelj ttnitedj 
to Siaffii beneath the waler^ tboii|^ they appear ia 
be separated by a nafrow cbanoeU It k entirelj^ 
chnpoaed of a number of banks ^f these baialticpil 
larsy placed in allmannet of diiections: in soi 
. parts thejr form arches; in other% they are pil 
one upon another like steps, by irhieh we claoabei 
to the top of the pointed hills, made, if I may 
«xpreiG» myself, of bundles of these pillars laid o\ 
liquely, and bare of mould or verdure^ the who] 
so entirely different from any thing I ever saw 
fore, that I am at a loss to describe it« 

We have visited 9everal of the Hebrides, 
Western Islands of Scotland, as you will kaow 
Mr. Franklin's letter to my mother ; some of tb 
have customs peculiar to themselves, but in genei 
the inhabitants are very much alike. The geotrj 
resemble the English in their behaviour, bat hav( 
a remarkably frank, open carriage, and nailitai] 
air, and take the greatest ddight in entertainioi 
strangers : the poor are kind-hearted, but ignorant 
and so superstitious, that they believe in the exist 
ance of fairies. Not many years ago, they were ao 
customed to put milk for Gveog^h, or the old Mai 
with a long Beard ; but who this venerable pel 
sonage was, who was so fond of milk, nobody w 
tdl. Browny, or Robin Good-felkiw, was aia 
another great iavouriie. But the deigy have takei 
great pains to convince the people of their Ibllj 
in making these offerings to oeatores of their ow 

fancj 
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rose. Fonnerl/ sacb Donsensical opinions were 
it confined to the Tulgar; for, at the castle of 
an- vegan, they showed us a flag, cdled the feiry 
g of the family^ which was said, several genera- 
ns ago, to baipe beea endovired by the queen of 
t fairies with extraordinaTy powers; but we could 
terve nothing in it bat an old tattered pieceof silk., 
e saw also preserved in the same pla^ a large 
Ihorn, tipped with silver, and fornaed intoadrink* 
; cap, which the heir to the estate was expected 
empty at a draught, as a proof of his manhood|. 
fore he was allowed to bear asms, 
noney seems to be . very scarce : a hundred 
Knds is thought a handsome fortune for any girl 
iieath the rank of a latrd^s daughter : but it is 
H more common, when a ybung woman marries^ 
^ her father to give the bridegroom a certain 
mber of oows. A girl seldom wants sweethearts 
to expects firom ten io forty cows, and many 
ink Uiemselvea very wdl off. who have only two. 
« ceremony of marriage is extremely simple. 
e were present at a wedding. The minister at- 
idcd the couple in the cottage where the bride 
^ : he instructed them in the dtrties of their new 
iKlition, and-asked whether they took each other 
"ingly ; then joined their hands, and offered up a 
iyer for their happiness. On the contrary, at 
^lalsthey make great entertainments, and used 
cieaay more ceiemonitus ^emnities than they 

do 



188 A FAHILT TOUR. | 

do at prcaent. We ^ere told, that wmc yea^ 
ago, at the burial of the laird of Col, the fd 
consisted of thirty cows and fifty sheep : we hearJ 
also of several hundreds of people atteading sottf 
great man to the grave. • -" /.^/xj^ _ j 
^ I dare say you long to know what digafitj alaii^ 
is, for in England we have no such title. TN 
laird is the original owner of the land belongiflg" 
a ceHain district, and, before the union of Scotland 
with England, they had far greater influence oYl 
their tenants and dependants than thej have i 
present. The laird was considered as the headf 
the whole clan, that is to say, of those who arc ol 
der him, who alt bear the sanoe surname: thegeA 
tlemen of the family arc distinguished by W 
names of the places where they live, by which IW 
are always called, and the commpn people b 
their Christian names. In former times the lait 
commanded his people in battle, and jadged tbd 
in time of peace. They depended on him for stt] 
port and protection, and they repaid these go< 
offices by the strongest fidelity and attachmem 
which greatly accounts for the preservation ( 
Charles Stuart, the pretender, who landed in Sc4 
land with design to lay claim to the crown of bo( 
kingdoms, but being defeated, was concealed] 
long time in this jvild part of the oouatry, bi<J \ 
caves and the meanest, cottages, whose ownd 
would not surrender him, though a large bribe ^ 
offered. I have not time to relate oaany latere^ 
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irg stories we have beard of his escapes^ the dis- 
vises be pot on, and tbe hardships he suffered; 
fA to give jou an idea of their fideliljf: to him, I 
lusi tell you bow he was protected tot some time 
f two common tbieirfs, named Kennedy, who 
(ver betrayed bimi, thctagh the reward offered for 
tvin^ bim 9p wasihir ty tbous^d pounds. They a 
ibbed for his support, wh^n they might have so 
l^tlj enriched ihemselves by betraying bim^ 
(donee, tp su prply.htm with dean linen, surprised 
K baggage horses of a British general officer, 
^eof the|)oor fellows was afterwards banned for 
^ling d cow Surdy be bad a great mind, 
pi)ghbo,w£|$atbief; and might have been a hero, 
l^l^e received a proper education. The will of 
M^ird-was^va Ifiw to his clan: they were either 
|edieQ(,or rebellious to their sovereign^ as he di- 
Nj ^ad his example in religion they followed 
^hout farther examination. But as soon as the 
fon was settled^ they were obliged to submit to 
flaws, like the rest of the British subjects^^ and 
t power of tbe lairds has declined; though the 
l^pleare still excessively attached to their chief, 
^e bad an opportunity of seeing in the befaa- 
furof numbers of them when we landed on one 
fheislands, accon^panied by a powerful laird. 
)bad no distinction of dress but a featiier in his 
Dnet; but wherever he appeared, they forsook 
if work and gathered round him : he took them 
^ially by tbe hand with expressions of regard, 

and 
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and both Me» seeiaed equally dcllghfted with tj 
meeting. Weie I a Scotch laiid, I shcwld i| 
myself a Uttle king, and ahoiild gloiy in the to 
of my subjects. 

The next ki conMiueiioe is the tacktt»B, wl 
tents a large domain of the laiid's estate, and i 
part of it again to under tenants, fet whom he 
answerable. There was a custxND, still »i«l« 
observed, that promoted the mutual regard of < 
chieftain and his dependants, «tted foiteiage; 
rich and powerful laird sent his chiH, whrthcr h 
or girl, to be fostered, or brought up^ hj one, 
his tacksmen, or tenants ; nay, it oocasiosallj h| 
pened, that this charge waa entrusted Is a dM 
ftiend, who depended upon another ehkf. Afl| 
tain number of cows is usually sent with the cMf 
to whichHhe fosterer adds the same namber; t 
lather appoints land for their mainteDSOce^ « 
when Hie child returns to his parents, the fcth 
cattle is also sent back, with hatf the yoang shj 
produced bythe whole herd, which he keeps ^ 
son or daughter, and when they settle thejarcg*^ 
to them as their own property* J 

Where the people live in so simple a "Dsdj 
there would be few customers to shops, or a vi 
of trades: the isle of Skye is supplied, with 
things the people cannot make for themselves^ 
pedlars, who visit it occasionally. la Col thr 
one shop, and two in Mull, which I suppose 
in all kinds of wares. 



Necessity oUigei people to be ingeoioas, and 
inovide for theaneWes many artidea that ire per» 
Aase from shops or manufactories. The cottagers 
nake their own candles : the irieks are small 
hreds of linen doth. Oil ibr lamps tbej extract 
bin the coddj) a fish not mnch bigger than a 
[tidgeoo, which supplies food as weQ as light, and 
^nns in soch numbers on the shores, that they are 
^ht by dipping a basket in the water. The 
li&fiuits tantheir own leather, and make tfaetr own 
^ueS) a kind of shoes, stitched with thongs so 
^7, that though they defend the iiset iiom (he 
Moess (^the atones, they do not keep out the weL 
^There are water-mills in %ye and Raasy, but 
^es they do not happen to be within reach, the 
knsei^ives^rind their oats with a band-mill, called 
V^^tt^ formed of two stones, one hollow and the 
m convex ; these stones are turned by a handle* 
^e iromen wind and stng at the same time. Every 
F^tioB is accompanied with a song : the tnne 
^ds with the motion of what they are doing. 
We is one song constantly used by the reapers, 
i often accompanied with the bagpipes; and 
Uher called tbet)ar song, used by the boatmen, 
'ling an exact cadence with the strokes upon 
^ water. 

''^beat ^Idom comes to perfection here : bear 
' oats are the grain commonly sown, and even 
*eare frequently spoiled before they are rit)e, by 
'immense quantity of rain that falls in this cli- 
ite, 

A sea* 
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A sea-plant called kelp abounds amongst (h< 
rocks, and brings some. money. and employment t< 
these poor people; for after being burned, the asbei 
are sent away in shipato distant places, for the us^ 
of glass-honses, because it is a principal ingredieo| 
in making glass. 

^ The poverty of these islanders obliges them tc 
milk their sheep and goats; but they neyer iisj 
sheep's milk till it is boiled. I 

They manure the land with sea-weed, and ofle^ 
sow the corn in such craggy places, that a pioug^ 
cannot be used ; instead of which they dig up (h| 
ground with a crooked spade. 

Coals they hare none, and trees are too scarce f(i 
firing; .therefore tbey.a^e obliged to burn peaj 
which is dug out of the marshes. | 

If they want some luxuries in Skye, they are frej 
from the whole race of rats and mice^ of whicl 
none are to be found in the island ; . but the wease 
is .uncommonly numerous, and infests the hov\aQ 
as rats. do with us. , 

It was pretty to see, near the shores of lona, mul 
titudes of ganaets fishing in the sea.; these bird 
darted down from a vast height, plunged on tbei 
prey at a considerable depth below the water, an 
then carried it up instantly into the airwith tbei 

Eagles frequent the high cliffs of the rocks 
these islands, and are very voracious. We met 
gentleman who had been ^sporting in the mow 
tains: when he returned from his diversion, 

mil 



missecf one of bigdogs^ and the next fliorning fimod 
two eetglts preying upeo bis cafcase. 

I long to know what you are doing, aad whether 
you pass your time agreeably. Pray tell Louisa I 
scud her a kiss ;. and wriiesocm to j/Kiurafltetionate 
brother, 

ARTHUA. 



' ArihurV letter was taken by a gentleman, who 
was going directly to Inveraiy^to be fbrwaided by 
[fte post. 

From the isle of Staffa, they retumed to Mull> 
fand taking a final leave of their hospitable friends 
ittiere, they again embarked ; and, in their passage 
Ito the healthy isle of Scabra, enjoyed many delight<- 
Ifal views of the mountains of Lochaber, and of 
'various isles scattered on the surface of the water. 
|Tbe tide that mns between these isles is rippled 
kith many eddies and whirlpobls, that rise and dis- 
appear at different times. They cast anchor be- 
neath the vast mountain of Scabra, with the inten- 
kion of taking a view of the dangerous whirlpool 
of Coryvrekan, named after a Danish prince, who 
jperished in this dreadfhl gulph. The water being 
rather rough, they had the pleasure of seeing it in 
perfection. As the tide advanced, the vortex, 
which is nearly a mile round, began (o foam and 
boil, till at length the numerous eddies were forced 
hip by the agitation of the water, into spouts 
K resembling 
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membling pyramids, rising high ioto the air,j 
which fell back again into the sea with a noise like 
ihonder, and covered the surface around with 
white foam. Its appearance was inexpressibly 
grand and terrific, and struck everj spectator with j 
awe. Having refreshed themselves and the boat- 
men, they pursued their voyage io the main land,] 
cheered by the songs of their mariners, and were 
put on shore at Oban, a small fishing (own, nearly 
opposite to the little isle of Kerrera, remarkable 
for the death of the Scottish king, Alexander the 
Second, whilst he lay there with a great fleet, in- 
tending to conquer the Hebrides, which at that 
time were in the possession of the Norwegians. 

They set out on horseback, and proceeded (o 
Inverary, through a bleak, barren tract, watered by 
innumerable streams that descend from the moun- 
tains. Night overtook them before they reached 
their place of destination. The wind was loud, the 
rain heavy, and a harsh chorus was formed by the^ 
whistling of the blast, (he pattering of the showerij 
and the rush of the cfttaracts, which made our tra- 
vellers unusually sensible of the comforts of good 
accommodation at the noble inn at Inverary. In 
the morning they repaired to the princely caslle 
belonging to the Duke of Argyle : it is a square 
building, of bluish stone, with a round tower at 
each corner, and a square one in the centre ; situ- 
ated on a gentle eminence, in the midst of an 
extensive plain, bounded on three sides by loily 

mountains. 
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moantains, but open in front to Loch Fjne, an arm 
of ilie sea, here spreading into a spacious baj^ 
ibout fourteen miles in circumference, crowned 
with moTing groups of little fishing vessels, which 
enrich the town with their spoil. In the back* 
ground rises, almost perpendicularly, to the height 
of eight hundred feef, the mountain Doniquaick : 
on its summit stands a lonely watch-tower, which 
has a picturesque effect. From the windows of 
this building the eye surveys a varied and en* 
chanting prospect of the castle, its gardens and 
extensive plantations ; a range of mist«covered 
mountains; and the wide bay, displaying a busy, 
active scene. From this elevated summit Mn 
Franklin led his companions to the castle, where 
tbey were admitted to view the inside, richly and 
elegantly adorned with every splendid decoration 
of art and taste. In the park they observed an ex- 
tensive building, contrived for the purpose of 
drying corn, when the rainy season does not permit 
its being harvested abroad. 

Tvro rivers, not far distant from the castle, dis- 
charge their waters into Loch Fyne, over each of 
which there is a handsome bridge. In this loch, 
bounded on both sides by a vast range of rugged 
tnountains, is found the tunny fish, of enormous 
size, sometimes weighing four or five hundred 
pounds : the loch also swarms with herrings, cod, 
haddocks, and whitings. 
Before they left Inverary,they devoted a morn- 
K 2 ing's 
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iffig'dride fai^mftking part of the circuit of Loch 
Awe, one of tke raofit beautiful hikes in Scotland. 
tt is long and narrow, and h adorned wHb manj 
fine Ittile islands, tufted with trees. On their return 
to the inn, they psssed a few bonr» amidst the! 
plantations and gardens belonging to the Dtike of 
Argyle^ and ordered their horses to be ready in the 
morning for pursuing their jonmey. | 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Loch Lomond. Grand Canal. Echo. Bothxvcll Castle. Ca- 
taracts. Picturesque Fillbge. Corra Linn, Rivers, /)tr» 
tinguished Characters. Hgppy Meeting, 

From JAveniy, Mr. FmnUia Md hiachmfSi 
ccmipa»kMif direeted their come dowmI itk^lMMMl 
of Loeh Fyne, titmogh the dinraiiQg vaUay 0( 
GleBktAgdiSi, suntHinded ly ^lagmfioaiit BMWr 
tains covered mrith vendwe^o Am>cbar^ f?hereitti^ 
goi some lefresbtient, and enjograd the pJotarw^M 
utaaUato »{ih^ ion, asaboflamad vi i»Qod8,and<Bl»- 
velcfied witfi jiigh lamuteiiis. Fsam tbanoe t9 
Tarbeit, An tbe ahaae ^ {iaob JUmoad. Tb^y 
'proceedad down 4he /waatern iiaflfk af tfak jGdi^ 
bcated lafae, foaatiog tiimr ejMB with Mb maiam 
beautias : opposite ta tbam, in .aivfiil auUiawAjc> 
rose the purply blue hills of the iUghbadsy 
overtopped by the majestic Ben Lomond, rearing 
bis venasable liaad mtoitbe clond^^ 

Tbe banks of 4be 'lake are slriited ^Mh "woods, 
embdiidied with severid fine seats, and its dear 
surface dotted with above thirty islands, of dif- 
ferent sizes aad shapes. Many pjf .them are inha- 
bited, and renden^ jUU d»ace mvmJBiik byjam^tkim 

ruins; 
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niias ; some rise into high, rocky clifis, and are the 
favourite abode of the osprey, or sea eagle : others, 
covered with fine woods of oak, fir, dnd jew trees, 
serve as deer-parks to the neighbouring gentry. 
The day was remarkably fine, the snn-beaois play- 
ed upon the water, and the strong light cast upon 
the fringed islands and surrounding mountains, re- 
flected their images in the lake, and added greatly 
to the scenery. The delight and admiratioa ex- 
pressed in their countenances, neither Arthur nor 
Edwin could find words to describe, though they 
were differently affected by what they saw, from 
the diversity of their dispositions. In order to in- 
dulge their curiosity, Mr. Franklin procured a 
boat, in wbieh they went from island to island, 
examining the principal ones with due attention. 
During the voyage of the lake, Mr. Franklin amus- 
ed them with some account of the distinguished 
characters whose early genius had probably been 
enriched by the sublime views they were then 
contemplating; and, that he might make a lasting 
impression on their memories, he repeated the fol- 
lowing lines : 

Thy banks are gracM with aamei of highest note; 

Immoral oamct, from age to age rever'd. 

Napier, of judgment deep, and thought profound^ 

Invention happy, and conception clear. 

His country's boast, for Newton pav'd the way: 

Buchanan, elegant and pure, shone forth. 

By Rom# adopted at her native soa ; 

Thougb 
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Though late appearing in degenerate times^ 

Master of all her elegance refin'd : 

And SiDolIet, full of humour, who could paint 

The living manners, as they rose to view. 

On sea or land, and make us smiling own 

The pictu re just. 'Twas near thy southern shore 

Their infant years were spent. Along thy banks^ 

In playful youth, unconscious of their powers^ 

They sportive rov'd." 

"The firs^ of these great men,'* continued he, 
^'was a profound mathematician: the second, 
Buchanan, is still celebrated as the most elegant 
writer in the Latin language of any of the moderns : 
the last, Dr. SmoUet, was a pleasing moralist, who 
conveyed his precepts in the disguise of several 
well-written novels: his fame is also established as 
the author of a history of England." 

Changing the subject : " It is remarkable,'* said 
he, "that, in the year 1755, when Lisbon, the 
capital of Portugal, was destroyed by an earth- 
quake, the waters of this lake were agitated in 
an extraordinary manner, rising and falling sud- 
denly to the height of many feet, in large waves, 
though the day was perfectly calm. 

Loch Lomond discharges its waters into the river 
Leven, beautifully described by Dr. SmoUet in the 
following terms : 

■ " Pure stream, in whose transparent wave 
My youthful limbs I wont to lave. 
No torrents stain thy limpid source. 
No rocks impede thy dimpling course. 

That 
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That sweetly warbles oVr its bed. 
With white, round, poHih'd pebbles spread; 
While lightly pois*d, the scaly brood. 
In myriads cleave thy crystal flood. 
The spTiDging trout, in speckled pride ; 
The salmon, monarch of the tide; 
The ruthless pike,, intent on war ; 
The siWer eel, and mottled par. 
Devolving from the parent lake, 
A charming maze thy waters make. 
By bowers of birch and groves of pine. 
And hedges flowVd with eglantine, 
Btill on thy banks, so |^i]y green, 
3tfay aum'rous herds aad flocks be seen; 
And iasses chanting o'er the pail. 
And she|>herd8 piping in the dale.'' 

Most unwillingly leaving the wooded banks of 
Mria enchanting lake, Ihey {lassed through a gre^^ 
Bumber of Ueaching-greens and printiDg-^grounds* 
Within two mileaof Dumbaiton their attention was 
attraotad by a ToscaB xroluisii, crowned by an uro, 
near the road, with a Latin inscription, which, at 
Mr. Franklin's request, Arthur copied, and wbil&t 
in their evening quarters,, be and his brother, witb 
aaoie fttistaBce^ tcanslated thus : 

Stop traveller ! 
If elegance of taste and wit, if fertility of genius, 

If a masted J jirt in delineating manners. 

Have ever been the objects df your admiration, 

Pause a little over^tbe memory of 

TCMMAS SMOLLET, M.D. 

With 
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'With those ▼ir(aes>wbiQb lathe ^laa iMidcitmn 
You may tboth praise aod imitate. 
He was eminently distii^uished. 
As a writer, he discovered an extensive 
Knowledge in literature, and 
A felicity in composition 
■Peculiar to himself : 
rHaviag-epent a life in these e)«;gftpt ^tudits, 
And secured the applause of posterity^ 
He was snatched from this world. 
By a severe distemper. 
In the 51st year of his age : 
How far, alas ! from his native country. 
Near Leghorn, in «ltaly, he ]t«s interi^d : 
In meoiocy ofthisinuny and diHiaguUbed virlues, 
This. column. 
Vain pledge, alas! of affectiop. 
Was erected on the banks of. the Leven, 
The place of his nativity. 
And subject of his latest poetry, ^by 
Jam£s Smollet, ov*Bonhill, 
His eousin-german, what)ught 
Katfaer to have received 
This last tribute 
lYom him. 

Dumbiffton is .a sntftU toivo, and beipg con- 
veniently situated fc^ leeeiiniQg kelp .from the 
westera coast, 'has two floufishiog -glass^bquses. 
The castle^staadSiOO'a^viiat rook,-witb twasummits 
of unequal height risiqg five hundred 'feet hlgb^ 
amidst ^a >plaiii,'uaconBec4ed ^ith either hill or 
mouatain for. the spaeeiofaniile. It isstill defend- 
ed by a garrison, and in anoieat limes ^vras thought 
K 5 impregnable. 
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impi^nable. The view fiom this castle is finely 
diversified by the windings of the Clyde, the tower- 
ing heights of Ben Lomond, and the towns of 
Greenock and Port Glasgow, with several elegant 
mansions on the banks of the river. 

The traces of the Roman wall, that anciently 
formed a barrier between the hostile nations of 
South and North Britain, are still visible from the 
Frith of Clyde to the Frith of Forth : almost in the 
same track with this wall runs the great Canal, 
which joins the Clyde and the Forth, and promotesj 
the friendly intercourse of commerce and naviga- 
tion, not only between England and Scotland, but 
also Ireland and the north of Europe, with all the 
ports of St. George^s Channel. This noble canal 
extends thirty-five miles : the vessels it conveys are 
raised or lowered, according to the surface of the 
country, by thirty-nine locks. In this space it 
passes over thirty-six rivers and. streams, of oitt^' 
rent magnitudes, besides two great roads, by means 
of thirty-eight aqueduct bridges, all elegantly buil^ 
of hewn stone. The beautiful and romantic situ- 
ation of the stupendous aqueduct bridge over the 
Kelvin, struck the lads with astonishment, andie- 
compenced them for their disappointment of no 
seeing the Duke of Bridgewater's canal, carried 
over the Mersey. This aqueduct is four hundred 
feet long, in which large vessels sail seventeen le^ 
^ above the bed of the river below, which flows sa* 
turally through a deep valley. 
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The large, busy, and populoas City of Glasgow 
pmented a variety of objects of a different kind 
from those amongst which they had lately been; 
whether they viewed its numerous streets, composed 
principally of elegant modern houses, or examined 
its prosperous manufactures of cotton goods, bottle 
and crystal glass, saddlery, and earthen-ware in 
imitation of Wedge wood's ; or the foundery where 
the types are cast for the printers, famed for the 
neatness of their execution. The college is a hand- 
some structure. The students are instructed in all . 
the useful branches of science : jind many eminent 
characters have been educated in this institution* 
Eleven churches add dignity to the appearance of 
the city ; three of them are contained in an ancient 
abbey, one of the most entire specimens of Gothic 
architecture in Scotland. v. 

From Glasgow they took a ride to Paisley, a 
large town, full of people busily employed in the 
light, elegant fabric of gauzes, of different sorts. 
The innocence, beauty, and industry of multitudes 
of very young girls, working in various branches 
of the manufacture, gave much pleasure to Mr. 
Franklin especially, who compared their present 
condition with what it might have been if exposed 
to idleness and vice. From thence they were led to 
a chapel belonging to the abbey, to hear a won- 
derful echo: whilst their attention was engaged in 
reading an inscription within it, the guide flapped 
the folding doors, and the sound reverberating like 

a peal 



aferidPthcmder, esoiled)l)yttae surprise, a mo* 
tDBHtaiy terror : as widdenly he struck "up a mdo- 
dimiB air, which produced strains themositsootMn^, 
and 80 iaarpressibly dbmtaing, as to ^efiectiiatllj 
OTeroome thefiertux'batioii occasioned bjihe former 
■oiinds. 

On therr<r0liirQ to Glasgow they fcnnd aWer 
from Mrs. Middleton, espressiiig a kind iDtention 
of meetiog them at Damiries. The impatience of 
Arthur and £dwin'tD enjoy the pleasure of seeing 
their mother and sisters^from -whom they had been 
so long sepamted,^ made them urge fRhr. Frwiklm 
to pursue their journeytbither without delay. They 
were ready to start at an eafly hour. The toad to 
BothweUCa^Ie was adorned with seyeral ^tic- 
men's seats, some of them neatly concealed by 
plantations. The ruins of this vast fiibric, srtoated 
on the north bank of the €lyde, interested their i 
curiosity, as having been the residence of Earl 
Botbwefl, who carried oflF Queen Mary, and after- 
wards married her. Some of the walls thait remain | 
show that it waaof prodigious strength, being fiixty 
feet in height, and fifteen in thickness. On the 
opposite side of the river they observed tbebeautifi^l I 
priory Of Blantyre, also in a state of decay. There 
was formerly a subterraneous <;ommunication be- 
tween these two edifices, carried beneath the bed of 
the liver. 

They soon after passed Bothwell Bridge, where 
the Scotch Covenanters were defeated, in 1679) 

by 
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by the English -avmy, under the command of *lbe 
Dake of Monmoutli. <Oq entering the wood of 
Stoneb^es, they perceived a distant <view 'Of 'the 
toirn and!6teeple of (Lanerk, and were Btruok with 
a hollow, murmuring noise, which increased to the 
loud Tearing ofatnajestic^cataract, called the Fall 
of*Stonebyres. It is composed of three cascades, 
enclosed by projecting irocks^ covered with wood; 
. but when the river is swoln by rains, it appears like 
one mighty sheet of water, falling almost perpen- 
dicularly to the depth of fifty-eight feet, filling the 
air with its spray, and jarring the surrounding 
mountains by its impetuosity. Having contem- 
plated this mftjestic object for some time, »they 
quickened .their pace, and passed over an elegant 
bridge of five arches, thrown across 'the Clyde, 
whose banks are adorned with woods and orchards, 
and enriched with many country seats and villas. 
At length they came to the small borough of 
Lanerk, situated on the brow of a hill, command- 
inga 'fine prospect' of the liver. 

Though in haflte to pioceed,'the lads were easily 
persuaded by Mr. Franklin to visit the other falhs 
of the Clyde; and in 'their way thither, at about a 
mile <from the town, ad^vanced to tke brink of a 
precipice, whence they descriedthe ^village df New 
Lanerk «ndthe cotton mills, enclosed by steap 
woods, in'tbe midst of a deep, hollow vale, far be- 
neath tfaeii^feet. This romantic village is composed 
oFel^adt stone hooses^-forming broad and regular 

streets. 
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streets. In the centre of ii stand the cottoni^mills, 
irfaicb give employment to foarteen hundred peo- 
ple; of wham five hundred are children, whose 
morals and healtb are guarded with great care* 
After examining the diflfercnt processes of the manu- 
facture, from tbe pod to the finishing of the work, 
Mr. Franklin recalled to his mind, the following 
description of these operations, by Dr. Darwin : 

" First with nice eye, emerging Naiads cull. 
From leathery poas, the vegetable wool : 
With wiery teeth revolving cards release 
The tangled knots, and smooth the ravell'd fleece. 
Next moves the iron hand ; with fingers fine. 
Combs the wide card, and forms the eternal line. 
Slow, with soft lips, the whirling can acquires 
The tender skeins, and wraps in rising spires. 
With quickened pace successive rollers move; 
And these retain, and those extend the rove. 
Then fly the spools, the rapid axles glow. 
And slowly circumvoltes the labouring wheel below." 

Proceeding along the banks of the river, they 
crossed a subterranean aqueduct, three huodrcd 
feet long, cut through the solid rock, for tbe pur- 
pose of supplying tbe mills with water; and in 
their way admired the small but beautifully roman- 
tic fall of Dundaff Linn. Here they were sur- 
prised by a vapour rising before them like a cloud 
of thick smoke, and attended by a hoarse, sullen 
noise resembling distant thunder.. As they went 
forward, they perceived tbe cloud illuminated with 

flashes 
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flashes of light, tinged with the varied hues of the 
lainbow. The sound became louder and louder, 
till thej came to a seat, placed directly in view of 
Gorra Linn, one of the most grand and sublime ca- 
taracts in Great Britain. The water is precipitated 
with inexpressible force, at least one hundred feet, 
between two vast rugged precipices. On a point- 
ed rock, overhanging (he foaming stream, stands a 
solitary tower, which adds to the sublime effect. 
The broken rocks, worn into large cavities by the 
continual violence of the water, interrupt its course 
I indifferent places, and cause numberless inferior 
cascades^ that fall without ceasing from one chasm 
to another. 

Being highly gratified with these sublime scenes, 
tbey regained the high road, and leaving the thick 
[ woods and orchards of blooming fruit that border 
' the Clyde, they entered an open, wild country, full 
of sheep-walks, that led them to the village of Lead- 
hills, supposed to be the highest inhabited spot in 
the island. Here they were amused with the em- 
ployments and simple manners of the miners, who 
are greatly excluded from the rest of the world, 
and have formed a private community, in which 
they are attentive not only to procure a subsistence, 
but also improveoient, having established a circu- 
lating library in the village. Among these moun- 
tains, and very near to each other, the Annan, the 
Clyde, and the Tweed, which are the principal 
rivers in the south of Scotland^ take their source. 

The 
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The banks of the Nith, flowing on (be westttn side 
fcf <he shire of Dumfries, which they were mow 
approaching, are celebrated as the birth'^laceof 
James Crigbtoh, kn04¥n by the appellation .of .the 
Admirable Crighton, on account of bis -ealtraor- 
dinary, and almost univi^rsdl attainments, though 
he died at an early age. 

After viewing the dreary prospect of (he western 
•Highlands from thetopof a high bill, where, for 
thirty miles round, neither tree nor sbrubwas to be 
seen, they arrived at Mofiat, a small town, situated 
near two mineral springs, 'wbich attract many 
yisitors for the sake of their medicinal qualities. 

From Mofikt to Dumfries, the barrenness of the 
land and the poverty of the inhabitants rendered 
the ride uYi pleasant. Thefarm-Jhouses are no belter 
than miserable huts; and the people poor, and very 
dirty, the old women wrapping themselves up in » 
long cloak that reaches to the ground, withthe hood i 
drawn over their heads, and their legs defended , 
only by buggers, or stockings without feet, which | 
give them a wretched appearance. 

Dumfries is a town df considerable size, and the 
church-yard is remarkable for'tbe handsome towbs 
•placed thereby the affection of the living to their 
deceased relations ; an expensive tomb'beinga ii»'k 
of respect of Which the Scotch are very fond. Yet 
the ashes of Burns the poet, that repose herc,*flve 
no other distinction than a plain stone, reoording 
his name, age, fee. though his genius surmounted 

the 
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the disadTantages of Ihe education at a mape pea* 
sftnt, and produoed works that will immortalize his 
name. 

Mr. Franklin observed that Saotland is lemark- 
able At men ofgeaius, asid can produce the names 
Gf many who have risen to distinction by the foite 
of their natural powers, unaided by dassical educa- 
tion : among these was Allan Ramsay, who wrote 
the '^ Gentle Sbepherd,"^ one of Ihe most admirable 
pagtorak in any language, as it preserves the just 
jnediam between low Tulgarity and Ihe romances of 
I the Golden Age; describing nature in its roost ua- 
I corrupted state, with the fidelity of nice disorimina* 
tion. James <Fetguson^ the ^philosophical lecturer, 
was a diq^^herd's boy, and made his first machines 
of horses' bones. Bruce also, who travelled to 
Abyssinia, to explore Ihesounoe of the Nile, was a 
native of Bcottaod, and after ^scaipifl^ the perils of 
10 long a jotiTney, died from a falH down stairs in 
ik own boose atKin^aivd. Park, his countryman, 
travelled 'into the intesior parts of Africa, and has 
instructed and annised the public hy a welU written 
account of his adventures. The iieal Jiero of your 
&vouritetale,(Robin8on'Grusoe, Arthur, was Alex- 
ander Selkirk, a Scotchman, who passed some years 
on a de^rt i^nd ; ihe aocidents that befei him in 
that forlorn dituation, f supplied materiails for that 
idmiiaUe story, nvUch has for so many jears de- 
lightedlfaeyoiMli of bath sexes. In tbehigher walks 
of ficienee, the names of ftobertson and Hume, as 

historians; 
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historians; Read, Beattie, Campbel, and Kaimes, 
as moral philosophers ; — will confer inimorlal ho- 
nour on their country." The entrance of Dumfries 
prevented further remarks. Arriving at theina 
some hours before Mrs. Middleton, gave them lei- 
sure to survey the town, which is large, and regu- 
larly built of a fine red free-stone. 

Arthur and Edwin watched every .carriage that 
entered the inn-yard, with the utmost impatience 
and disappointnient, till the evening was nearly 
<nosed ; when, at length, the rattling of wheels once 
more announced the approach of travellers. With 
fresh hopes they ran to the gateway, and had the 
inexpressible pleasure of seeing again a mother and 
sisters to whom they were so tenderly attached. 

Here we will leave them for the present, to enjoy 
the mutual delight of communicating to each other 
the minute occurrences that had befallen them dur- 
ing their separation. Each was eager to bear a part 
in this conversation, and more desirous of relating 
something to entertain, than to listen patiently to 
the narration of their companions. Catherine and 
Louisa could not produce so much variety or ad- 
venture as their brothers; they could only relate! 
the charming rambles they had enjoyed on thej 
banks of Windermere, or the excursions they had 
made on the lake: however, they enlivened theirl 
tale by a list of the plants they had gathered^ the 
mosses they had picked up, and the insects they 
bad found. Louisa was indeed very full of the 

history. 
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history of a little pet-Iamb, that she had restored 
by teoder nursing, after it had been apparently 
dead. Arthur was the hero of his own story; he 
dwelt with pleasure on the difficulties and dangers 
of his journey, the mountains they had climbed^ 
the rivers they had crossed, and their voyages 
amongst the Western Isles ; with their near escape^ 
when they took shelter on the isle of Icolmkill. 
Edwin described the softer scenes of the fine pro- 
spectSy picturesque ruins, ancient structures, mag- 
nificent palaces, and, above all, their hospitable 
reception amongst the islanders of Skye and Mull* 
Each one spoke in character, and charmed their 
fond mother, whose parental eye dwelt with plea- 
sure on the distinctions of each child; hoping that 
their dispositions, though dissimilar, might, under 
proper management, be all bent towards the path 
of virtue* 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Unexpected g€od News. A Voyage to Ireland proposed. 
Driven into the Isle of Man. Douglas, Canveivt. CalJ \ 
of Man, Historic Anecdote. Fairy Hill, Bishop Wilson. 

The day before that fixed for fheir departure 
brought Mt. Franklin a letter from Ireland : on 
reading the direction, he changed cotour, and ap- 
peared much agitated. It was the well-known 
hand-writing of a beloved brother, who went io 
Egypt in the late war, whose loss he had long since 
lamented with the tenderest grief, his name having i 
been inserted in the list of those carried off by the 
plague. On breaking the seal, his surprise and 
emotion increased : the letter contained an assur- 
ance from his brother that he was living, and at i 
that time in the city of Cork, where he had lately 
arrived ; that meeting with Captain Burcham there, 
at a public dinner given by the officers of his 
regiment, he bad toid him that Mr. Franklin was 
making the tour of Scotland with two young gen- 
tlemen, and that he would certainly pass through 
Dumfries, which induced him to direct a letter 
there; hoping to influence him to resign his charge, 
and come over to Dublin immediately, where he 

would 
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would ga for tb^ purpose of meeting him. He 
aecoQMted for the mistake eDQcerniog the feport of 
his dea)tb, by saying, that to the Mif prise of bis at* 
tendants he bad recoviercd from a long Minting fit, 
in wbicb be was supposed to be dedd by all around 
him; that since he bad regained his health, he had 
been detained in Egypt by many eross occurrences; 
but tfasrt bis curiosity for seeing foreign coimtries 
was not abated, and that he ivas detarmined soon 
to embark on board a Damsb East Indiaman, now 
Ijring in Cork harbour, being detained there for the 
purpoee of taking in provisions, irbich made him 
urge bis brother to hasten to him i^ithoat delay. 
Mr. Franklin read this affecting letter to Mrs. 
Hiddleton, who saw the propriety of bis yielding 
io tfae reasonable request of his brother; and aAeir 
thanking him for the care of her sons, relinquished 
aay fortfaer elaioft to bis attendance. 

The idea of separation was painfhl to both sides. 
Edwin was partioolarly loth to part with a hind 
inetrui^r, ever willitig, and qualified, to improve 
bis mind. Arthur^ fond of atlventore atid oagef 
for novelty, -intretekted bis mother to suffer them to 
accompany him to Ireland, and permit them, under 
his protection, to make the (our of that kingdom. 
The opportunity was inviting; and as Mr. Franklin 
joined in the request, she complied with the pro^ 
posal, and agreed sbe ffould meet (hem, at (he end 
of auttimn, at Bath. 

Mi*. Franklin was so fortunate as^to find a small 

vessel. 
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vessel at the quay, the master of which was willing 
to undertake the voyage. They were not long in 
adjusting their preparations; and the wind being 
fair, they set sail. They had not been maoy hours 
at sea, before the sailors remarked several sjmptoois 
of an approaching storm. The surface of the water 
boiled and foamed ; and the wind whistled with a 
hollow sound, changing from point to point, till at 
length it fixed directly opposite to their coarse, and 
blew with such violence, the sea also beating furi- 
ously over the sides of their small vessel, that Ibey 
were nearly overwhelmed. The captain exerted all 
bis skill to brave the danger and proceed on bis 
way ; but after using every effort, he declared (o 
Mr. Franklin that the only means of preserving | 
their lives was to reach, if possible, the harbour of 
Douglas, in the Isle of Man. In such a moment, 
there was no choice but to submit to necessitf* 
Mr. Franklin, though bitterly disappointed at the 
delay, yielded to the captain^s advice. With great 
difiiculty and much danger they gained the har- 
bour, and were put ashore, though not without a 
thorough drenching of salt water. • They went 
directly to the inn, changed their clothes, and tooi| 
proper refreshment. 

The wind continued high, and so exactly unfa' 
vourable to them, that Mr. Franklin determined to 
submit wilh composure to an evil he could not re- 
move ; and in order to take thq best advantage iii^ 
circumstances allowed, he hired horses, and set out 

witi! 
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irith Arthur and Edwin to make the tour of the 
island, which is situated about half way between 
England and Ireland^ hoping at his return to be 
able to pursue bis voyage. The town and bay of 
Douglas first demanded attention. The former is 
irregularly built, and has nothing very striking in 
it, though. it may be considered as the capital. The 
residence of the Duke of Athol is a handsome edifice. 
The bay is in the form of a crescent: the high lands 
that surround it make it a welcome asylum from 
the tempests of the north, south, and west ; but a 
strong east wind completely confines the vessels 
within it. It yields a variety offish, particularly 
cod and salmon, in great perfection. 

At about half a mile's distance, they took a view 
of the ruins of an ancient nunnery, romantically 
situated in a delightful solitude. It is said to have 
been founded by St. Bridget, in the sixth century. 
The prioress had formerly the dignity of baroness 
of the isle; her person was almost held sacred, and 
she was invested with power and riches. The 
fragments of tombs and broken walls, covered with 
ivy, and overrun with wild flowers, form the prin- 
cipal remains of the ancient magnificence of this 
religious structure. Near it is built a modern sear, 
eiobellisbed with gardens and plantations. A little 
further on, embosomed in a groiup of aged trees^ 
stands the venerable Kirk Braddon. The church- 
yard is the principal burning-place of Douglas, 
and on that account endeared to the inhabitants, 

who 
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ifho pay great respect to ihtir deceased rdationu 
Just as oor trarellers readied the spot, a fuDcral, 
attended by a great concourse of relations and 
friends, met them at the gate. The picturesque 
gloom of the place, and the solemn hymn sang bj 
the monmers before the corpse, had a powerful effect 
on their minds; they sympathised with those that 
wept ; and especially Arthur and Edwin, with a 
train of children who walked next to the coffis, andj 
were attending the remains of a beloved parent. 
After staying till the ceremony of intermest was 
over, Mr. Franklin withdrew his companions froml 
a scene too affecting for them to dwell upon» 

They proceeded to Balasalla, a neat, pleasan|i 
village, within a few miles of Castleton. On lhe| 
road, they met a number of country girls, in tieir, 
way to Douglas Market, mounted on small horses 
with panniers, one side filled with pebbles, tbeother, 
tvith the produce of the countrjr. At Balasalla thej. 
saw some cotton works, the only establishinent of 
the kind on the island. The venerable ruins of tbCj 
abbey of Rnshen, just by^ claimed examination. 
It was founded by Mac Manis, who, on accoontof, 
his wisdom and virtue, was chosen governor. \ 
very ancient bridge, belonging to the abbey, isM\ 
to be seen, most romantically situated. 

The Calf of Man is a small islet, separatee 
from the main island by a narrow, rocky channel 
through which the tide rushes furiously. They had 
too recently experienced the dangers of the ocean 

'1 



to dwirip io (Cross tbisrs^d owvea^^ Md cooteplted 
tbensM^vfiS witii av4iiMiMBt ^jeir 0f it^ .«ii.d tjbe 'Ik> 
oottDt gikvep bfv^be ^14^, iirbo t^ ttiem tfiiitU ip 
«Q¥Uon^ bj g^oomiy ^a^serw <wid stupendous fa»^ 
cipices, which, in the breeding-season, are teuaotad 
bf vHsitaMiUitMd«s>of^Da<-foiwl, ptiiAiovdlurtj j>i«C|n8, 
wtueh often Aestt^^and bciiigup^thieiif jrowg in Ae 
bol^of <be labbiti^ fv^bj^h fn^cdiiki^fld 1^ iboie 
unwelQomefiAraRgerfi: lfaA«MAiidsof th^fnure^tPjB^ 
aad picbled, aod sopplf tbie igbabilaiils «Ub 
matfif food* 

Tbe proiid towQf of GasUe JRosbw, rising io the 
centie cdT the rtovvn, sboived their appitoafih Ao C«<- 
tletQQ, ^hiqh b«s more ^paoiowfi cegiitei>hidyU; 
sUeetslliw JXw$g^y ^agli jt ha8iew<iad«>i»id 
consenwmofi* Xbisstotaly^ifiQe^nsthevosidoMe 
of the 09oi(»t(b«ng$,.Md wasbuitt by Gataed^ a 
Daaisb .pi«n^. I0 the owil ^Mor b«li9ieeii QbAclei 
the First wd CrMuwicAl, ibis /forlsess nffocd^ ^fia 
afijrlnoi 40 Ibe Cp«nii^as.of DechK^ Mid lier ohildraii 
ber biHbmd faaving einseidyf&lkn lajtheMiiifie 
of hi^ sovereign* She b^P^ ^^o :b9m iwniaiiMd 
hcffe ia md^y; bist the Ifeaeh^rjf .or CDvmtdioe.of 
the mmaiwitief of the irMps, doU vored 4be Ibitf eas f 
and tfais.W«oii»e i«to lihe faAods of the^nMiiijr. Her 
cftSgnMJfnity olAianed the respect of .b«r «0Bi|imw 
ofs: tber 1^ iras preserved; 4>ttt fihe afteitirands 
siifik a TMtki to povvoffty and gdef.- The govefoojr 
now resides hene, asd lives in eoasiderable Mate, as 
the rqwesentaiiveiof the kiag. 

L Near 
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Near the castle stands the House of Keys, cone* 
sponding, "vrhen the Isle of Man was an independent 
lordship, with our House of Parliament. At a little 
distance from the town ^s a fine quarry of black 
marble. - •^V, J^^- 

From Castletoh^they traversed a mountainoas 
tract of country, and visited the lead-mines of Fox- 
dale, which yield a rich produce to their owners. 
In their way they observed a mound, probablj 
raised by the Danes over the ashes of some T>f their 
military leaders: it is now called Fairy Hill^ and is 
believed by the common Manks people to be in* 
habited by those imaginary tiny beings, of whose 
existence the credulous Manks have a firm conl- 
dence; attributing kind offices to those whom they 
fiincy dwell by the maigin of brooks or the tops of 
mountains ; but foggy caves or marshy fens, their 
disordered imagination supposes to be haunted by 
malignant fairies, whose delight is to plague and 
embarrass mankind. Whence such superstitious 
notions have arisen, it is difficult to trace; but that 
they are produced by ignorance and a confused 
manner of thinking is certain, as only persons void 
of education can retain such idle fancies. Tynwald 
HiH, supposed also io have been the work of the 
Danes, was pointed out by Mr. Franklin to Arthur 
and Edwin's observation. The remains of two 
gales and a wall, which once fenced it round, are 
still visible : a flight of steps cut in its side lead to 
the top; below are three circular seats for the dif* 

fereat 



fetent orders of tbe people; and on the summit^ 
which does not exceed two yaids iu width, wa« 
formerly placed a chair. This mount stands near 
the centre of the bland; and in 1417, Sir John 
Staolej, then king and lord of Man, assembled the 
body of the people there^ and explained to them 
the system of the laws by which they were govern- 
ed. All public scleranities are still performed on 
this spot. 

The next town was Peel, fonnerly the residence 
of the lord of the island and the bishop, as is shown 
by tbe rains of the old mansion, the episcc^al pa- 
lace, and the cathediaL On a rock, inaocteible on 
all sides, except towards the town, stands a staldy 
castle, Borronnded by three walls of prodigions 
thickness, flanked by fonr watch-towers. The spa- 
cious apartments; the long winding galleries, re- 
sounding with echoes fiom diffident parts $ with 
the extensiTC yiew of tbe <>oean besprinkled with 
ehips, had a fine and inexpressible eVeet. Peel 
Bay, besides various other kinds of fish, prodocea 
the red <ced, which has a delicious flavour. It pro- 
bably gains its bright vermilion colour Iran the 
weeds and mosses of the same hue, that grow on 
the rocks amongst which it is mostly found. 

Having sufficiently admiled the antiquiti^ of 
Ped, they proceeded to the ^Ktensive village of 
Kirk Michael, near the sea. In this neighbourhood 
they saw several subterraneous caverns, probably 
Bsed as burial places: also some veiy noble pillars 
of white shining spar, placed in a circular form, 
L S supposed 
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stfppoied tb he tlw t ennBinB of a teMipie bdongti^ 
U the Drvidft^ In difihreitt {laitB of the idand the 
WiMg^oftbii aaoietft (cA'dert»f friflBtscnatf be^raoed. 
A few 4!ff tbebl lesoapcd the gaiwral tnlM6»Gre ta 4h€ 
Matd of AflflcMA, wkan ihey wfwt pen&catei by 
the Rotfnaas; aad ^ere so dfottintwte as 4o reach the 
Irie-of M ail) whMe they creeled -ktafAes and i^kaiied 
gtOTCB, for the f^urpote-of preMmiig4beir rdigioa 
in this remote corner of the world. The paimcxtf 
the bifhops of foodem times is near Kirk Michael 
Hare tbey heard irovn erety mouth the praisea of 
goad fiiahop WiisoB, who lies buried ia ibis 
abintoh-jnafd. The ilial a&otioa «of bis son erect* 
ad *k taoniiHMat te Ms memory, mUh a modest in* 
•orifiliOD^ 'ending Hfith Aeae words : 

. " Let this island speak the rest:** i 

titaling to the heairtB andi^mMhde ibf the inbabit- 
atatiy llci'do ample jastioe >to his fatber'v ebifeacter. 
ia Ihis ^avffidence he n^os not mrsiakeB ; (for, to this 
day^ he is-dften aieotioned trilh a Tfsing tear. 

Avi k)Id imaa who had f>ersonally knowti bim, 
observed the 4adB readtn^ the inscription cm his 
lomb, aad'gate Ihem aipaper, leantainiog ihe foh 
lowing character of ibkn i 

'^ This eminent prelate was venembte in his as- 
pect, meek in bis dcipoitment; bis lace iUaminated 
#ith%enignitf, and 'bis heart, glowing with piety: 
like his Divine Master, he wmt aboat ^oing good. 
Willk Ibe pnde and avarice of prelacy he was to-» 
tally unacqaaiaCed. iHss palaoe was a ^temple of 

charity. 
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ekafitjT. HaspitelUy stood at bia gate, and hiTitedl 
the stranger and beggar to a plenteoua Mpajit. The 
daj htt devoted to bciievolcii«e, and the aighl to 
pietj. Hi» revenue waa dedioaled ia the poor and 
needy; aad aot oonteated wilk rdiering the wanla, 
and mitigating the woes of mankind, he was solicit* 
ous, by pieeept and example, to eondn^t hia little 
lock to the kingdom of keaven. He died in the 
Bioety-seoond year of bis age, justlj revered and 
lamented bj the whoSe isfaiDd; wkile kis grave was 
watered with the teara of those whom bia bounty 
kad soppo^!^ hia benignity had gladdened, or hie 
doqueat piety had turned into the paths of righte* 
ousness. Admire the virtues of this ezcctknt man, 
and go iboo and do likewise^' 

The title of this bishopric ia that of Sedor and* 
Man: the origin of Seder is not known new witk 
any certainty. 

At Ramsay they saw little, except the fort and 
the harbour, worth notice; but they were delighted 
with the view of Ramsay Bay and the surrounding 
country, from the top of a neighbouring hill. 

The ancient fame of Kirk Maughold, though 
now a poor village, tempted them to stop there. 
The captain of a band of Irish robbers, repenting 
of his crimes, fled hither, and became as eminent 
for his piety, on which account he waa chosen bishop 
of the island. There still remains, near the eburok 
gate, a square pillar, inscribed with a testimony of 
his virtues and exploits. The church ia bailt on 

a lofty 
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a lottj promontoTj, ia the middle of ft very large 
burying-groiind. 

The island is divided by a ridge of mountains r 
the highest of these is Soaffield. They resolved to 
ascend its summit^ which cost them a great deal of 
fatigue; but the almost boundless view repaid their 
labour amply, extending to England^ Wales, Soot- 
land, and Ireland. Having descended from this vast 
height, they directed their course back to Douglas, 
which they reached towards sun-set. The evening 
being fine, induced them to walk to a promontory, 
south of the tdwn, which overlooked th(]bay and the 
distant ocean, where hundreds of fishing-boats, with 
their white sails, were scattered up and down. 

In this little excursion they had an opportunity 
of observing the manners of the inhabitants. They 
always found them civil and orderly, and extremely 
hospitable. The language of the lower ranks resem- 
bles the Erse, and is probably a dialect of the same 
stock. The cottages are miserable huts, and the 
food of the poor is chiefly thin barley cakes, her- 
^^S?y potatoes, and milk and water instead of beer. 
The men frequently wear a kind of sandal, made 
of untanned leather. People of property dress like 
the English, and have good, substantial stone 
houses, covered with slate. Whilst enjoying their 
walk home to their quarters, the conversation 
turned upon the history of the island. 

Mr. Franklin said, that it had submitted, like the 
other parts of the dominions of the Britons, to the 
yoke of the Romans^ Saxons, and Normans, and 

after 
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after Tarious reTolutions, it fell into the possessioir 
of the Scots. The Norwegians took it from them, 
as well as most of the Western Isles of Scotland, 
over which they placed a sovereign, whom thej 
called King of Uie Isles ; but in the jear 1866, the^ 
King of Norway ceded these islands to Alexander 
the Third, king of Scotland. It once more changed' 
its master, and became subject to Henry the Fourth 
of Fngland, who gave it to Sir John Stanley, as an 
independent possession, in which family it continued 
to the present reign, when it was purchased of the 
fiuke and Dutchess of Athol, and united under the 
same government as the rest of the empire. Before 
that time the lord of the island held the sovereignty, 
assisted by twenty-four keys, or counsellors, who 
were considered as the representatives of the people. 
Lawyers were scarcely known -.. every person, whe- 
ther man or woman, pleaded their own cause in 
person. Their trade is but small,, and chiefly de- 
pends upon the herring fishery. 

Many persons, who are iovolved in debt by mis- 
fortune or extravagance^ retire hither, as a secure 
retreat from the attacks of bailiffs and creditors. 

Mr. Franklin hastened to find the captain of the 
vessel,, who told him the wind was now fair, if he 
was ready to embark : there was nothing, therefore, 
to detain them. They went again on board with 
fresh spirits, encouraged by a favourable gale, and 
the prospect of reaching Ireland in a short tune. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Dublin B(Uf, Ught^hBuse. A lost Brother foufid. Dublin, 
Public Buildings, Dargks, Neighbouring Seats. Mr. La 
Tauche, H^etford, Boyle, Sterne. 

xHti tdnd &vbttted (Ivcir wishes, tthdiheyen* 
tet^ the majestic bay of Dublin at dajr-breftk ; 
MhUt the stiti, rising behind theifiy ilhnnifled the 
object that surronnded the bity with hi^ mp^. Tta 
the right lay the craggy mountain of Howth, trbich 
is a peninsula > on the left, the biae hills and modn** 
tsiins of WicI:low; in the centre, the citydfsplarycd 
a wide-tfpread range of buildings, which ternrinated 
the view. 

The Cassoon, a beautiful pharos, or Ught-botise, 
fbuf or five fniles from the city, seems to riseont of 
the sea, but it is connected with the shore by a broad 
Wall, or pier. On the north side of the wait is the 
harbodr, Where vessels lie at anehof in safety. On 
this pier they Were landed ; and being at too great 
a distance from the city to Walli and Carry their 
Ingg&ge, Mr. Franklin enquired fbr a carriage to 
take them to Oiiblin, but none could be proctired, 
except a car ; a very novel mode of travelling to 

the 



the boyfy ^ho at fir«t were delighted with the ad* 
veoture; hut Mpre they bad got twp milesy tif^ey 
were 8Q Bbakea with it^ rough metioD, thai they 
were half iocliued to get down and walk. A car 
b a very low carriage, resembling a sledge, that 
goes on tvfo wbeela» aod is drawn by one horse. 
They ate chiefly used for carryiag goods, but some- 
times the common people ride on them, sitting on 
a mat, or occasionally a feather-bed, to soften the 
jolts, with their l^s dangling almost to the ground. 

Completely tired of their yehicle, (bey rejoiced 
when they arrived at the hotel, where Mr. Franklin 
had the inexpressible pleasure of meeting bis brother. 
Their interview was interesting. Edwin was melted 
into tears, and Arthur's vivacity damped £oi a 
time. Breakfast was ordered. They entered into 
fionversatjoo, aod gradually disburdened their full 
kftrte, till ibeir composure was restored, and they 
igreed to remain together a week in Dublin ; after 
irhich Mm» FfankUfl, with bis young eharge, would 
fBceempmiy bis brother to Cork. 

Aa soon as they were in a ^aie of mind to atteud 
4o indifieveat objeets, they began to examine the 
fPtd)lic buiUiogs of this opuleivt city, which is 
Jiearly cincwlar, probably about the fourth part 
of dtt euEO of JUoadon, and supposed to oonlain 
j 178,000 iababitaiits^ Many of the stseete axe 
iianrowanddiriyiimd greatly infested with beggars; 

i * V^JiiUaw. 
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but there are some noble modern rtrecto, legnlarlj 

buUt, witb handsome hooses. The city n dinde^ 

into two parts by the river Liffey, over which fliert 

are five bridges; of these, Essex, Queen's, and 0|P 

lisle, are the principal, being built of stone; tbehrt 

having five, the two latter three arches each. I 

Their guide first conducted them to St. Slepheni 

Gieen, which is supposed to be the largest wjua^ 

in Europe. The outer walks are gravelled, an! 

planted with trees on each side; the middle « I 

spacious lawn, in the centre of which stands i 

brazen statue of George the Second o» honebacl 

Unfortunately, the building, that cnckwe this fin 

square are so irregular and disproportiwed to ow 

another, that they destroy theefiect, which w<""| 

be otherwise magnificent. j 

The parish churches, of whiph,there are eighte^ 

are mean, and few of them have steeples. The«M 
tecture of the two cathedrals is not remarkable: ^ 
that of St. Patrick deserves notice for contamiB^ 
the ashes of Dean Swift, a d»*»ng»"''.*'^" 
politician, and wit, who pronnoted the iateresw 
Ireland with patriotic zeal. He was a severe sa i 
rist ; but, from disappointment, became pctnW 
and, in his old age, sunk into a state of idio'"^ 
For many years he had a dread that this misfortij 
would befal him, and felt so much 8ymp»*y 
insane and childish persons, that he boiU an 
pital in Dublin for their reception. 
The university next drew their attention 
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ooiuisto of a single ooUq^, called Trinitj. Il is a 
beautiful edifice of white stone, four stories high^ 
with tweotj-tbree windows in front. The library 
is a grand apartment, embellished with the bnsts 
of many great men.. 
From the college they went to the parliament 
, house, now the national bank, which is an im- 
I mense, circtilar stone building, with fine columns 
I in the centre: the front is particularly grand, and 
, the apartments within spacious and elegant. 
I The Royal Exchange and Gustom-House are 
> noble buildings, with which they ended their first 
I day's excursion. After this ramble they accepted 
an inyitation to a late dinner, where they were 
I treated with true Irbh hospitality; and in the eyen- 
iogaparty was formed to go with them to the 
^ JBotundfi) a place of public diversion in imitation of 
I Ranelagb. The profits of this amusement are ap- 
^ plied to the support of the Lying-in Hospital, 
I which is a very^ handsome structure. 
^ The next day they visited the barracks, a build- 
\ ing of a large extent ;. from thence to the Phceoix 
»£ark,>wheie they weret)harmed with the pleasing 
I landscapes formed by the Liffey • Near the middle 
of it they observed the representation of a Phcsnix 
burning in hex nest, on a Corinthian column of 
I stone, placedihere by the celebrated Lord Chester*^- 
i£eld, while he was viceroy. , 

The city reservoir, when fiill^ is sufficient to sup- 
p)j[ the inhabitants with waterforspme weeks. ^ 
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Otie mOhiid^ waft o(ioopM id tteiting th« pirifl* 
dpAl publid eharides, aftd the Hott^ of loduBtry, 
wbfc^h id a kind of general workhouse, whereabout 
ietetit«eA hundred persons are supported, partly 
from their own labour, and partly at ib€ public 
ttpenoe. 

Tho Old Men's Hospital is a noble {oBtitution, 
affording a comfortable asjlum, for those irhom 
misfortune has reduced in the decline of life. 

The Foundling, for children deserted by their 
parents; and the Magdalen, or House of Peniteoce 
Ibf young women whose ill Conduct had deprived 
Ihett of the protection of their relations, owe (heir 
origin to the benevolence of Lady Arabella Denny, 
Who devoled the chief part of her time, with unwca* 
ried Assiduity, in promoting the happiness of the | 
friendless ; leaving a bright example of ttsefiil ex- 
ertion, to her iex in the upper ranks of lift* 

The city is nearly eneompassod by a fine tw^'j 
elegantly planted with trees on each side; by this 
they were conducted to the ^rand basin, which 
completes the junctfon of the panals with the oeein. 
TheGmnd Canal is a Wort ef vast magaitade, be- 
ginning in Dublin 5 beftig dug through extensive 
bog», Where the labourer* have been obliged todig 
•o the depth often or twelve feet, before they csbw 
to earth proper to make the sides and bottom ofthej 
canal, and is carried acrtfssthe pfovinoeof Leinste'') 
till it falls in with the Shannon, at Shannon Bridge^ 
forming a Gommunioalion by watet from tbeeestera 



to the western extremify of the island. On snrrey- 
ing the vessels that are rowed backwards and for- 
wards on this artificial river : — ^' What is there, 
not being absolately impossible/' said Mr. Frank- 
lio^ << that may not be effected by industry and 
peiBeveranoe? In one place," continued he, << we 
see a city bailt where there was only a barren 
desert ; in another^ rivers cot through hard rocks, 
or mossy bogs, still more difficult to subdue: aque^ 
dacta raised over low valleys, or conveyed over 
the tops of mountains ; marshes drained ; meadows 
watered ; groves planted ; and the treasures of mines 
dragged to the surface of the earth, and rendered 
subservient to the use of men. Another view pre- 
seats US with a proud navy, riding upon the ocean 
like a city raised upon the water ; fer the purpose 
either of conveying the produce of distant coun- 
tries to each other, or defending the coasts from the 
attack of an enemy, and transferring the hostile 
field of ivar fram the irm earth to the floating 
waves. All these things, and many more equally 
atdaoua, ai^ perfonned by the union «fid sagacity 
of man ; it ftebte animal, when aoiitary, ignorant, or 
indokfit. The same means when applied lo the 
mind iritt generally pretail; even a moderate 
capacity may attmi a vast compass of knowledge 
by umettritting industry; and a clever man may 
be femed of one who has been disgraced by the 
title of d«tiee." Arthur smiiod and looked very 
^rcMy^ thoogh he vras oonacioos he bad no claim 

to 
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to the appellation, whatever he might deserye os 
the score of inattention. 

Thus passed the morning, while they were in 
Dublin, in visiting public buildings and objects of 
curiosity; the rest of the day they mostly devoted 
to social pleasures, being overwhelmed with invi- 
tations to late dinners, where the table was bounti- 
fiiUy spread with good things of all kinds. When 
the cloth was removed^ the ladies withdrew^ taking 
Arthur and Edwin with them; whilst the gentle- 
men, circnlating the glass briskly, supported an 
animated conversation the rest of the evening, mi- 
kss they attended the theatre, or were invited to 
balIs.or drums, fiivourite diversions with the Irish,, 
who are very fond of dancing. Having explored 
the principal parts of the city, they turned their 
attentionrto the most inviting obj^ta in its neigb*- 
bourhood.. 

The park at Lord Plowerscourt's is adorned with 
a veiy beautiful cascade which falls from a circular 
range oflofty, wooded hills. The environs of this 
mansion, particularly the Glen of Dargles, is un^ 
commonly picturesque. It isa deep, narrow valley^, 
about a mile long, bounded by steep, woody, craggy 
hills, of various hues, and at the bottom rmifr a small 
serpentine river, murmuring over innumerable little 
breaksand falls ; several walks wind about the brows 
of the hills, where seats are placed, commanding a 
pleasing view of the scene beneath. Within a little 
distance is another valley, called ihe Glen .of the 

Mountains,, 
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Moantains, Vfhich is uncommoDly graod and roi- 
mantic. As a counterbalance to these delightful 
spots, they were told that tbej bordered on a tract 
of sixty square miles, composed of barren, uninha- 
bited bogs and mountains. The ruins of seven 
churches and a round tower, in the midst of these 
wilds, show that thej were not always so deseUed br 
uncultiyatedv They bear the name of Glendedaugb, 
and give the archbishop of Dublin one of his titles.. 

Near Bryanstown they e^^amined six stones placed 
upright, with one fourteen feet long^^ twelve broad, 
and from two to five thick, laid on the top of them :. 
tiiis ancient group of stones is called Comlech,and 
was erected for the convenience of passengers,, to. 
kneel upon aad pay. their dev<>tions. 

In Stillorgan Park, about three miles from the 
city, stands a square obelisk, having a winding 
staircase withinside,jaiore than a hundred feet high, 
which they ascended,, and were enraptured with 
overlooking the bay of Dublin,.the Irish Channel^ 
and the opposite hill ofHowth. 

At no great distance lies Cartown, a seat of* the 
Duke of Leinster's,. mor^ distinguished for the 
beauty and variety, of its parks and gardens, than 
£6r the grandeur of the mansion* 

They next visited Mr. ConoUy's, at Castletown, 
neap Colbridge, which is very magnificent : it con* - 
sists^ oC three stories, each containing a range of 
thirteen windows. The two wings are joined to the 
maia building by a colonnade,, supported by nine 

columns. 
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columns on each side; the grand staircase is richly 
ornamented with brass balustrades, and the rest of 
the decorations corresponding in elegance. This 
handsome stone edifice stands in the middle of an 
extensive lawn, environed with plantations deligiitp 
fullj arranged, and commands some fine views. 

Lord Charlemont's seat and park displayed great 
taste, and are beautifully situated in a most enchant* 
ing spot, though within t jro miles of the capital diy. 

Mr. Henry Franklin, fearing that he might lose 
his passage if he remained much longer absent, pro- 
posed leaving Dublin, and turning their face south- 
ward, towards the province of Munster. All parties 
being agreed, they set out on horsebadE, and tra- 
yelled over an uneven country, varied with moun- 
tains and valleys, till they reached BeUevue, the seat 
of Mr. La Touche, where^ they were entertained 
with elegant hospitality. In the cburch*yard there 
is a superb white marble monument, erected > in 
memoiy of the ancestor of the fiimily^ David X«a 
Touche, who was driven from Franca by the lepeal 
of the edict of Nantz, and setUed in Dnblin, frftece^ 
by honourable industry, he gained a princely for* 
tune as a banker. Prosperity did not comipt his 
heart, which was so benevolent, that in the decline 
of life he never went abroad unprovided with plenty 
of silver, to distribute to these he sasr lii want. 
Over the door of the ohuroh, which he boilft at kia 
own expence, is inscribed, 

" Of thy own, O my God, do I gtvt unto thee.** 

After 



After patf^km^ of » coM coDatidn* fnmitA far 
tbfdi, Hbey ppo^eeded, ovter barren noiwtaiiasy to 
Wieklow, ^itua^d neair the sea^shore^ bariog setsn 
Aofbiflg bet a wild, Bftfruitfal couotiy, except the 
! pIsiifalioDs af M^ont Kenned j, where is the largest 
ftrbtttm, or strawberrjr tre«, hi Ireland. They slept 
at RathdfHiii, wbere the people are employed in 
mainiiiaeturii^ ftarf&ets: in the neighbourhood is 
a valuable eopfyer mine ; asd abonl scTen miles 
distaal, at the foot of a steep woontain^ is a mine of 
I gold, (bat was dtscotered a few years ago, and open- 
ed sueft tenptations to the poor, that thoosands have 
been seen there examining the stream that wtefacs 
down the precions metal, in hopes of finding a trea* 
lore that would satisfy all their wants ; bot at length 
goyernment interfered, and" guards were appointed 
to preserve it from sncb depredators. 

Being gnided by the coast, they passed tbrongh 
Arkiow and Newborongh, charmed with the coon- 
try near the foimer, richly varied by woods, moan* 
i&tas, plains, and ralleys. The riyer Slaney being 
fordable, they tode through it ; and after trayelliog 
some miles arriyed at ^nniscorthy, a pretty large 
town, with some manufactures : here they halted 
only for rest and refreshments, and then went for* 
prard to Wexfon), a town consisting of one main 
kreet, near a large bay, which is almost dry when 
(he tide is ottt s a few small yessels belong to the 
harbour, but large ones cannot pass the bar at the 
ttottth of the rif er. They ta^d letters of recdm- 

meodation 
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mendatioii to Lord GoartowO) who has a fine seat 
near the sea, embosomed in woods of the most luxa- 
riant growth. In the neighbourhood of Wexford 
is a tract of land divided into baronies, said to have 
been peopled by Strongbow the Saxon. Their de- 
scendants are still a distinct people : their features 
and countenances have a peculiar character, which 
they have preserved by never mixing with the na- 
tive Irish ; their language is an odd jargon, more 
resembling the Flemish than modern English. 
Their manners and customs differ from their neigh- 
bours; and they are fiir neater in their houses and 
persons than the peasants in the surrounding dis* 
tricts : amongst other singularities, both men and 
women cover their heads with straw hats of the 
same form. 

£eaving Wexford, much of the land, they ob- 
served^ was overrun with furze, till they approached 
the banks of the Barrow, a vast river with bold 
winding shores, sometimes expanding, at others 
enclosed in the most sublime, picturesque manner, 
till they came to Ross, a town built oathe side of 
a hill to the edge of the water. Ferrying over the., 
Noire, they proceeded to Tramore, a favourite sea- 
bathing place; and then to Waterford, a city of 
great trade^ particularly with Newfoundland. It 
stands on the Suir, which is navigable to the sea, 
and has a noble quay, half a mile long and of great 
breadth, where the largest tniding vessels unload' 
and take in their cargoesit There ate several manu- 

fiau^tares^ 
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frctures carried on: and the herriag fiaheiy on the 
coast is almosjl; inexhaustible. The finest piece of 
architectore is the new church, which is far supe- 
rior to the cathedral. The noble mansion and 
plantations belonging to the Marquis of Waterford, 
occupied one daj veiy agreeably during their stay 
in this city. 

From Waterford they went to Ctonmel, the 
birth-place of the inimitable Sterne; thence to 
Dungarvon, a small town, situated on a bay of the 
sea. The pleasant town of Lismore, on the Black- 
water, next detained their attention by its ivy- 
coyered castle, in which was born the celebrated 
Robert Boyle, an eminent philosopher, and as re- 
markable for piety as genius. A superb arch has 
been erected by the Duke of Devonshire over the 
river. Under the bridge is an extraordinary echo, 
multiplied seven times, which diverted the boys 
very much, by repeating the same word of one 
syllable several minutes successively. Continuing 
their course through Rathcormuck, a pretty, small 
market town, near the river Bride, they at length 
reached Cork, where they took up their abode at 
an hotel, deciding to remain with Mr. Henry 
Franklin, till he should receive a summons from 
the captain to go on board the ship. 



^'" 
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A Parting. Cork. Manners of the Insh. Geographicd\ 
Division. Climaie. Danish Towers. 

In a few dajs the ship was readj, and the brotbew 
obliged to part. Arthur would gladly have gone 
with Mr. Henry Franklin to the Indies, bad he but 
had his mother^s consent : his taste for a sea-life in-| 
creased with his age, and fixed his detennlHation <J 
make it his choice, whenever a profession sbould 
be proposed to hrra. During their staj at Cork, | 
they visited the public buildings and princip" 
streets. It is a populous, large place, containing] 
eighty thousand inhabitants, and ranks in con- 
sequence next to Dublin : it stands on a ma^^y 
island, environed by the river Lee, whicb | 'j 
chaises its waters into the ocean about ten toM 
below. The city was intersected by many canaK 
which were crossed by smalt draw-bridges, hke 
towns in Holland, but they are now arched overs 
the buildings are close and dirty in some parts, an^ 
the great trade carried on here creates a deal o| 
bustle. It is supposed that there are seven hun- 
dred coopers, who are employed in making »>a , 
rels of beech or oak. Vast quantities of butter an 



tailed proyisions are eji(ported to 4ifierent parts of 
the world^ and maoj hundreds are busied ia the 
woollen and linen manufactures* There are two 
stone bridges over the Lee^aod on one of tbem was 
a statue of George the Second on horseback, which 
is removed to the head of the priacipal street. 

Besides a theatre and assembly-room, there is a 
fine mall, a miie long, planted with trees, which is 
toe favourite walk of the gentry. The environs of 
Cork are extremely beautiful, rising into geptl^ 
hills, studded with seats, gardens, and plantations; 
a scene that formed an agreeable contrast with the 
biryand noise of the city. Whilst remainii^ 
stationary here, Edwin dispatched the j&Uowiqg 
letter lie his sisters. 



EDffIN rto CATHERINE * %.OUI^A. 

'Cork. 
BRAR SISTE.RS, 

I ha;ve already sfien eaoij^b of IreUmdto afford 
De somelbiqg for your amusement, iwbicl) makes me 
xnbracetbe first .quiet h^iur for wiiting. Dublin is 
i grand 4)ity full of , people: the great live elegantly 
s fine bouses^ and «enjoy as many luxuries as the 
ime raftkido at London ; hut the poor are wretched 
ftdeed^ tb^y chiefly inhabit a part called the 
Abertiea, where mnch filth and mifiery are still to 
cseeo, notwitfafitaBdingfreat improvements have 

taken 
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taken place. The castle is the residencte of the 
Lord Lieutenant, and the court is almost as splen^^ 
did as the tinges in London. 

Many single^horse chaises used to ply about the 
streets, as hackney-coaches do at present; bat, 
by an act of parliament, the former are no longer 
allowed within the city, both of these are in the 
shabbiest condition imaginable. The chaises are 
called noddies, and ate driven by a man who sits 
in the front. Boiled eggs ate as common here for 
breakfast as in Scofland ; and claret is used at all 
tables. Potatoes are a standing dish with poor and 
rich: an Irishman woold hardly think he had had 
his dinner without them. 

Most of the cottages, or cabins as the Irish call 
them, are made of mud dried, generally without 
windows or chimney. A small piece of ground 
for potatoes belongs to almost every cabin, as a 
principal means of support to the family; for the 
poor seldom taste any thing but potatoes and milk. 
If the outside of these hovels is wretched, the in* 
side is not less disgusting. The family, whether^ 
fow or many, sleep together on straw, though some* 
times there are beds: and the cow, pig) dogi, cat) 
and chickens, repose in the same apartment witH 
their master and mistress.' The pig, which it 
always a favourite, sometimes eats out of the sanNS 
dish. By this account you will guess they are noi 
very cleanly. Poor creatures, they are to be pitieM 
their extreme poverty deprives them of almost everf. 

^joymeat 
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mjojmeiit but whisky, a strong spirilnous liquor, 
that iojures tbeir.health, and runs awaj with eveiy. 
j farthing they can spare from absolute necessaries. 
Their dress is of a piece with their habitations : they 
wear no shoes or stockings ; the women are often 
bare-headed, and are frequently seen abroad with 
little «lse than stays and petticoats; yet the cheer- 
folness of their dispositions lightens their sufferings, 
and makes them fond both of singing and dancing. 
Ail ranks are of a lively, sociable disposition, 
generous and open-hearted, extremely kind to 
strangers, warm totheir friends, and very grateful 
to their benefactors. 

I The ladies in Dublin seem diaritarbly disposed : 
jin the families we visited, wo often saw them em* 

(ployed in making a variety of things for sale, for 
the support of the orphan schools. A great oum^ 
ber of the children of the poor are instructed in 

(the charter-schools^ there are forty^four of them, 
established by government, for Protestants. The 
children are generally foundlings; and though 
sometimes descended from Catholic parents, more 
^frequently are not so. In some parts of the country 
most of the people are Catholics: and it frequently 
.happens that there are terrible battles between the 
fewer orders of different persuasions. Whole troops 
Itff t-faese ignorant but zealous people have often 
kssembled together at night, both on horseback and 
ion foot, with shirts over their clothes, that they 
Imight know each other in the dark, which has 
^givea them the title of White Boys; and with arms 

in 
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, lA their iumds hwe ioa«rad Ihe owntryyeii^ciallj 
Ibe footh-eastern part of die fctogdm, terrifyii« 
the iniiabitoDU dfeadfuUy, % iviiig4he barns and 
I1M6M, and ihoughing or killif^ tbe oatttle of UM»e 
who wete «o mfottUDate as to have ofeoded theok 
Sonetimes tbey have put peopkio death, or muad* 
ed them in a fihockiDgtnanner, and hiought ihem^ 
wAyts in the end to the gallows. | 

As I thought yon ^might. liiw to Jcnow hov m 
land 'became aubjeot to our English jsoiMP^ns, I 
asked Mr. Prankltn its history, fle satp^s, lli^ H 
islandfi weie distinct kin^ons till the re^ ^ 
Henry the Second, who ioYadcd Ifldand^ nod ^^^ 
though ibe did not finally subdue tke^oMflftry; ^^^ 
fcingS'of lEngiamd from that time seeeiixed the tiU^ 
0f' lords of Ireland^ till (he days of Queen Wm^ 
beth, wlioifiaished the conquest ihatiHeiirif bigA^j 
i^or many years rthey inrere obtiged toAubmit ^ 
the inconi^nienoes of a.coDqiiered nation, aad ^i^ 
boand -by the la«v8 :made by ihe ^padiamoat o| 
Great Britain : ,bnt, in ^782, they ob^ned gre^ 
privileges, and it was declared Idiat bothkiagdo^ 
tfhould^e govevned by the^ame moiukfcb, h^M 
the laws for eaofa eountry shoold be made by '\\ 
own parliament, only ihose ofirelAad were oblig«| 
to have our king's signature. A jnaterial aUefatioj 
has taken plaoe since that time : in the year i80(| 
a union of both kingdoms was fovnaed : there is 8 
Ipnger any Ivish pafliament, bat the law» madel^ 
the imperial (parliament in London, have equi 

ctoii 
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claim to the obedieoce of the Scotch and Irish, as 
of the English. This measure, Mr. Franklin says, 
is expected to promote the general happiness of the 
whole, and should destroy all national distinctions, 
and unite the members of the British empire into 
one vast brotherhood, endeared by the most friendly 
offices and the mutual ties of interest. 

Do not thank me for this grave history : you owe 
it all to my kind friend, who has told me what to 
write. 

The native Irish have always considered them- 
selves as a distinct people, and have disdained to 
submit to the yoke of their conquerors. The de- 
scendants of their ancient kings, though often in 
mean circumstances, receive a sort of homage from 
Ibeir countrymen. We saw one of these royal per- 
sonages, who kept a small public-house in a mere 
village, that would not suffer any of his family to 
be seated in his presence. The language of the 
natives resembles the Erse, spoken in the High- 
lands of Scotland, and is quite unintelligible to an 
I Englishman. 

L Ireland is divided into four provinces: Ulster to 

the north, Con naught to the west, Leinster to the 

least, and Munsler to the south; these are again 

divided into thirty-two counties: for their names I 

refer you to your books of geography. 

^ The climate is extremely moist : it generally rains 

far some hours, four or five dajs in a week. These 

frequent showers, and the temperature of the air, 

M are 
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ftve thoaght to occasion tbat beautifal Tcrdure, for 
which the plains and meadows are remarkable. 

There are a great manj bogs, or what we should 
call morasses; that is, damp, soft ground, that 
shakes under one's feet. These bogs sometimes ex* 
^t^d many miles, and at first sight appear nseless; 
but as there aie not many coal*mines, they supply 
the inhabitants with quantities of peat for firing. 
Some of these bogs are very deep : trunks of trees, 
and other things, are often found a great way be* 
neath the surfece, which, it is supposed, have lain 
there for ages. The huge horns of the moose*deer 
are also frequently dug up, though there is now no 
such animal in this country. 

WoWes were formerly numerous here, but have 
been exterminated almost a century. The great 
wolf-dogs, a breed peculiar to Ireland, are now 
very scarce : we saw two that were highly valued 
by their owner, a nobleman of the first rank. Their 
form is something like a greyhound, but they are 
stronger and taller than a mastiff. 

It seems an unaccountable peculiarity that there 
are no venomous creatures: snakes have been 
brought from other c<hintries, but they soon die. 
Frogs are plentiful ; but there are neither toads, 
moles, mole-crickets, nor nightingales. 

The country is hilly, in some parts mountainous, 
but more often otherwise : it has been compared to 
a basket of eggs, or the codlins in a pie, which, 
though uneven, no part rises much above another. 

Besides 
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Beiides the gold-mine in thecounty of Wicklow, 
tliere are some Iead>-aiine6, with a great alloy of 
silver. In a slate-quarry near Dubiin, many of 
the pieces are encrusted with a species of marcasites 
that are called Irish diamonds: they are very 
pretty, and sometiiaes used for chioMiey -pieces and 
other ornaaieiital works. 

There are several round Cowers in different parts 
of the country, very much like those we saw in 
Sootlfwd: a description of one we visited, within 
afewDiilesof Dublin, will serve for them all, as 
there ia scarcely any diflerencc between them but 
size. This tower is eighty feel high, and built 
with square stones ; the doOT is fifteen feet from the 
ground, without steps, or any other means of reach- 
ing it : towards the top are four small, oblong 
holes, to admit the light. It is generally supposed 
that tbese edifices were built by the Danes, but 
nobody is certain either of their origin or use. It 
is allowed they are of great antiquity, and probably 
were applied to some religious purpose, as they 
are always situated near a church. It often bap- 
pens, that in these church-yards are stone crosses, 
some of them embellished with bas-relieft of saints 
and angels. 

St. Patrick is the tutelar saint of Ireland, and is 
the favourite patron of the low Catholics, under 
whose protection they think themselves very secure. 
St. Patrick's day is celebrated as a great holiday. 
A number of absurd stories are told and believed of 
m2 the 



344 A FAMILT TOUR. 

the wonderful power of thU saint; but they are 
too ridiculous for any but the most ignorant and 
superstitious. 

Almost all the old Irish surnames have 0, or 
Mac, put before them; as, O^Brien, Mac Bride, 
&c. It signifies the son of such a one. Mac is b 
Scotch appellative. O, is peculiar to the eldest 
son : younger brothers have no claim to it. 

Being strangers, with money in our pockets, wc 
procured leathern bridles and cruppers for our 
horses; but the peasants have seldom anythiog 
more than a wisp of straw for these purposes. 

Passing through a little village, wc were much 
surprised to see a dozen boys, bare legged and 
shabbily dressed, sitting by the side of the road, 
scrawling on scraps of paper placed on their knees. 
on enquiring what they were about, we fooud they 
belonged to a school, where the smoke was so in- 
tolerable, that they had got leave to write their 
copies out of doors. This is a common practice, 
as. we have since found; and these schools a^^® 
called hedge-schools. . 

Smoking tobacco is almost universal amongst tw 
lower orders, especially with the women, who na 
generally a short pipe in their mouths. 

The Catholics follow the dead with mournful la- 
mentations, which they call the howl. When they 
reach the church-yard, the mourners separate, an 
each one howls over the grave of her last-bun 
relation. This funeral dirge is expressed in I"sn> 
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SO that we could not understand the words; but we 
were very much affected by the sorrowful gestures 
and tones of an aged woman, who flung herself 
across the grave of her daughter, who had been her 
principal support and comfort in her declining 
years. 

Arthur is gone on board the ship with Mr. Henry 
Franklin, who had some business with the captain : 
it is expected they will sail in a few hours. Give 
my duty to my mother, and tell her I long for the 
time when we shall be all settled again together. 

Believe me your affectionate brother, 

EDWIN. 



The vessel having taken the provisions she 
wanted, there was no further delay : orders were 
given for sailing. Mr. Franklin took an affec- 
tionate leave of his brother, waiting on the shore 
till the vessel was out of sight; he then returned to 
the hotel with his young companions, and made 
preparation for immediately pursuing their journey 
towards the Lake of Killarney. 
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Excursion to the Lake ofKiUamey, Irish Cabin. Romantic 
ViUage* Limerick. Religious Ceremony^ 

Mr. franklin and the boys left Cork early 
in the morning, hoping to reach Killarney that 
night. Their road led them over the wildest and 
most dreary mountains that can be imagined, whose 
craggy tops are broken into the most grotesque 
forms. From their sides project huge locks^ OFer 
which rush down, precipitately, roaring torrents, ia 
different parts; whilst here and there a cabin, or a 
patch of cultivated ground, amongst these desolate 
wilds, reminded our travellers that they were still 
in an inhabited country. About midway, they 
were overtaken with a heavy rain : the wind whistled 
through the chasms of the mountains, the clouds 
gathered from all sides, and it grew very dark ; 
whilst the blue mist hung upon the hills, and partly 
concealed their forms. For some time they braved 
the storm without murmuring, but every mile they 
went, the sky bore a more threatening aspect^ and 
they were now wet to the skin ; besides, continually 
clambering up or down the steep hills was hard 

work 
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work to 4he poor borses, who began to hanker as 
much after a warm stable, as their nasters did for 
refreshment and shelter ftom the rain. Compassion 
for the beasts, and their wet and miserable condition, 
made them determine to seek a night's lodging in a 
mud cabin, stahding undw the brow of a hill. Tba 
inhabitants of this wretched dwelling were willing 
to give them the best entertainment their hut afford* 
ed, which was only a few eggs, potatoes, and butter* 
milk ; beds they could not offer, becanse they had 
none. The mother of the BEimily spread straw upon 
the ground ; but when they saw the whole oompany 
for whom it was prepared, (mother, three ragged, 
dirtj children, two pigs, and three or ibur chickens,) 
they preferred ^tting on low stools, and resting 
against the wall* Thus seated, they got a little 
sleep ; but they felt very great fatigue wken tho 
pigs began to grunt and the chickens to crow, as 
soon as it was peep of day. Mr. Franklin asked 
this hospitable woman where her husband'was; she 
replied, that he was gone to do penance at Mucruss 
Abbey. <^ And how is that done ?" said Arthur, 
^ By walking as often as the priest has directed 
him," replied the woman, ^^ round the abbey, and 
saying his prayers all the while." " And will this 
wipe away his sins ?*' said Mr. Franklin. ^^ Cer« 
tainly," said the woman. They repaid their kind 
hostess for her hospitality, smiled at her supersfti* "" 
tion^ and pushed forward to a more convenient 
asylum^ with all the speed their horses could make. 

A beautiful 
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A beautiful morning succeeded the rain. Thej 
reached the summit of a mountain, whence, casting 
their eyes on the surrounding view, behind them 
lay the river Kenmare, bounded by themost savage 
and dreadful mountains; before them the Lake of 
Killarney spread its waters, dotted with woody 
islands, and enclosed by rich plantations. ^' What 
a contrast !" said Edwin ; <^ this is worth all the 
pains we have ta^en : neither the rain, nor the vex- 
ations of the night, should have hindered me from 
exploring the haunts of this charming lake.'* <^ I 
mind no difficulties,*' rejoined Arthur, ^^ provided 
I attain my object.'^ 

They presently came to the town, which is a neat, 
prosperous place, encouraged by the patronage of 
hox^ Kenmare, and the numerous visitants of the 
lake. His lordship's house is close to the town, and 
the beautiful gardens spread within a mile of the 
lake. 

« Arthur, enraptured with the delightful scenes 
and amusements of Killarney, could not restrain his 
pen : he seized the first opportunity of writing as 
follows to Catherine and Louisa. 



ARTHUR TO CATHERINE * LOUISA. 

KiUarney. 
'dbar sistbbs, 

I N£V£R wished so much to have you with us 

as at this place; you would be so charmed with the 

lake, and the innumerable beautiful views of its 

woody 
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\roody and mountainous sides, diversified with 
lights and shjadows cast on them by the mists and 
passing clouds. In our first excursion we took 
boat at Ross Island, the banks of which are ren- 
dered more picturesque by an old castle, the station 
of a garrison. Here is a copper-mine, that em- 
ploys five hundred miners. Two men, with French- 
horns and small pieces of cannon, attended us, for 
the purpose of heightening our pleasure by the re- 
verberation of the echoes, as we rowed across the 
lake, which is divided into two parts, by a narrow 
pass between the two mountains of Glenna and 
Turc. Here the mixture of beautiful and sublinle 
objects is beyond description : the rugged, steep 
base of Turc is contrasted with the richly-wooded 
sides of Glenna, whose romantic groves reach to 
the edge of the water ; whilst on the other side lie 
a confused mass of rock piled on rock, covered with 
\vy and numerous shrubs, either in flower or bear- 
ing fruit, which shoot up between their crevices. 
How would you, Catherine, who arc so fond of fine 
trees, be charmed with the vast variety that abounds 
Itere; particularly the arbutus, whose bright green 
leaves, at this season, are set off with its snowy white 
blogsoms, and scarlet fruit resembling strawberries. 
Whilst we were admiring, with a degree of awe, 
Ibe towering summit of the Eagle Rock, the haunt 
of birds of prey, our musicians unexpectedly let off 
the cannon. But- how shall I describe the effects ! 
The explosion, multiplied by the chasms of its 
lagged cliffs, seemed to roll majestically round the 
M 5 hills, 
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bilb^ till, after many repetitions^ the sound grada- 
allj sank into gentle mimnurs at a distance. We 
thought it over ; hot again it struck onr ears, and 
grew loader and loader, then at last sonk to nothing. 
Jnst at that moment of stillness blew the bugle horn : 
oh, what innumerable melodious sounds issued from 
the grots and deep recesses of the mountain ! The 
romantic views on all sides, the music, the glassy 
surface of the lake, reflecting the rich foliage that 
adorns its shores, and the islands that are scattered 
upon it, formed altogether a scene more like en- 
chantment than reality. 

At length we entered the upper lake, wholly en- 
vironed by mountains of a fearful height, fringed 
with forests, composed of the arbutus, box, yew, 
holly, and service trees. Having indulged onr« 
selves here awhile, we went back, through the same 
narrow passage that led us hither, to the lower lake, 
and landing where we took water, returned to our 
inn, not a little ^tigued. 

We did not, however, quit these charming ob- 
jects before the sun declined below the horizon, and 
were so fortunate as to be spectators of an efiect 
produced by his latter rays, that is only seen occa- 
sionally, in some particular states of the atmosphere. 
The mountains on which they reflect assume a kind 
of transparent appearance, sufiused with a lively 
purple hue: all the objects upon them, rocks, 
woods, and even houses, become more dbtinctly 
visible than at noon-day; though at the same time 

they 
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they appear as light as air^ so that one might almost 
be tempted to fancj one might pass through them 
witlnout resistance. This extraordinary phauiome- 
non continues only about ten minutes, and is there- 
fore only noticed by those who happen to linger in 
those delightful haunts till the critical moment 
arrives. 

The next morning we were invited by some 
neighbouring gentlemen to join in a hunting party ' 
on the borders of the lake. The deer, roused 
from the deep woods by a number of hunters on 
foot, endeatoured to reach an open lawn, but he 
was too hotly pursued to gain this opportunity of 
escape. The hallooing and shouts of the men, and 
the noise of the dogs, echoed and re^^choed amongst 
the mountains in such a surprising manner, that 
the poor animal, terrified and stunned, sought a 
place of safety up the side of a steep hill ; but his 
branching antlers, entangled amongst the thickets^ 
forced him towards the edge of the water, where 
many boats filled with men awaited his coming. 
Haying no other resource, be plunged into the 
lake, where, in a few minutes, he was surrounded by 
the boats, and dragged into one of them with ropes^ 
amidst the noisj exultation of his conquerors. Poor 
fellow! though I was highly amused, I was sorry 
for him: the big tears rolling down his cheeks gave 
me a pain at my heart. Both Edwin and I were 
glad to change the scene, for the romantic, luxuriant 
gardens of Mr. Herbert, at Mucruss, on the margin 

of 
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of the lake, varied by the contrast of rugged rocks, 
shady valleys, and verdant lawns. From the cre- 
vices of vast rocks grow arbutus, oak, holly, service, 
ash, sycamore, laurustinus, and other trees and 
shrubs, intermingled with vines that hang fantas- 
tically on their branches. Near the middle of these 
gardens, in a grove of ash trees, stand the ruina of 
a venerable abbey, almost covered by the branches 
of a yew tree of uncommon size, growing in the 
centre of a square, surrounded by cloisters. The 
country people believe it sacred, and come here to 
pay their devotions to their iavourile saint. In 
this spot they deposit Ihe remains of their dearest 
friends: it is so full, that in digging graves, the 
fragments of those who hkve.been interred there are 
thrown up, and the ground is strewed with bones; 
besides which, there is a vast pile of skulls, which 
is not an uncommon circumstance near the abbeys 
in this country, and may be owing to their stand- 
ing, generally, on rocks : so that there is not suf- 
ficient depth of mould over the remains of those 
interred in the ground that surrounds them. 

Some years ago, a well-looking stranger, rather in 
years, took up his abode in one of the chambers of 
this abbey : he made a bed for himself with some of 
the boards of a coffin. This hermit was soon es- 
teemed by the peasants as a saint; they supplied 
him with provisions; and the neighbouring gentry 
invited him to their tables, where he behaved like a 
person of education. When he was asked the 

reason 
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reason of lijFiflg in this extraordinary manner, he 
replied, that he could never do enough to make 
amends for the sins he had committed. But what 
his offences were, nobody could discover; for, after 
having remained here two years, he took bis leave 
suddenly, and it was never heard what became of 
bim. 

In order to feast our eyes with one entire prospect 
of these lakes and the surrounding country, we 
climbed up the steep sides of Mangedon, which rise 
two thousand six hundred feet above the level of the 
sea, from whence we enjoyed a roost extensive view 
over the ocean, the estuary formed by the river Ken- 
mare, and the Skelig Islands. In one of our ram- 
bles we explored part of the Purple Mountains, so 
named from a beautiful species of heath which 
covers them with perpetual bloom : London-pride 
also grows in plenty amongst them. These rocks 
I abound with many sublime objects : from one 
point we counted nine cascades rushing down 
from different cliffs^ 

This mountainous tract contains mines of copper 
and lead ; and different kinds of pebbles are some* 
times found in this county, which, from that cir« 
cumstance, take the name of Kerry-stones. The 
poor live most wretchedly, seemingly in want of 
every comfort, and are extremely superstitious; yet 
some of them, though they cannot read English, 
are said to have learned Latin. 

When one of the family dies, they invite their 
relations and neighbours to keep what they call a 

wake. 
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wake. They meet in the dead man's chamber, and 
crjr over the body, tearing their hair and embracing 
the corpse. When the first set of mournert is tired, 
some others of the company take their places ; in the 
mean time, whisky and refreshments are briskly 
handed amongst the company. 

Most of the people of this part of the country are 
Catholics, and extremely attached to their priests, 
who have such influence over them, that they will 
undertake any thing they command, however diffi- 
cult it may be to accomplish. - | 

We are just setting off for Limerick ; the horses 

arc saddled, and Edwin says Mr. Franklin is 

wailing. Adieu, adieu. 

^ ARTHUR. 

With regret they left the mountains and forests of 
Killarney, and pursued their way to Tralee, a pretty 
little town of some trade. The sea-coast, from this | 
place to Limerick, was formerly the chief residence 
of the Danes, who have left many of those round 
towers already mentioned, in this country. In 
Tralee Bay, near the mouth of the river, there arc 
four of them, not more than two hundred paces 
distant from each other. 

At Ardfert, they viewed the ruins of the cathedral, 

' as well as those of a Franciscan abbey, a little way 

from the town. Just by there is a fountain, believed 

by the common people to be a sovereign remedy for 

all disorders: our travellers saw several decent 

persons 
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persons paying tfaeic devotions there. They walk- 
ed barefoot seven or eight tiroes round it, praying 
as they went; then knelt before a piece of black 
stoDe, which they nibbed with their hands, and 
afterwards applied to the diseased part; washed 
their legs in the stream, drank a glass of the water, 
and returned to their homes, many miles distant, 
firmly convinced that they had received a perfect 
core. Such are the silly effects of ignorance, and 
the early impressions of error. 

Joarneying on through Listowel, they came to 
Tarbat, admiring the bold, rocky coast, full of ca- 
verns, that bounds the mouth of the Shannon, a 
' noble river, that rises from a spring among the 
' monntains near Swadlinbar, and expanding in 
I many places into deep and spacious lakes, is diver- 
sified with islands; one of these, called Holy Land, 
contains the ruins of a church and Danish tower. 
The Shannon continues its course to Limerick, na- 
vigable sixty-three miles from the sea, and is seven 
or eight miles wide near its mouth. 

The romantic village of Adare had too many at- 
tractions to be passed without particular notice. 
Enclosed by surrounding groves, it appears seclud- 
ed from the world, and impresses a stranger with 
reverence, from the mutilated remains of its castle 
and three venerable abbeys, whose fragments are 
bound together by thick clusters of clasping ivy. 
It was formerly a walled town : some of the walls 
are still standing. Having wandered amongst the 

mouldering 
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mouldering cloisters of these s^red edifices, till the 
reflection of the rising moon, glancing through a 
window, warned them to depart, they re-entered 
the village, rendered still more picturesque by the 
dress of some neighbouring farmers, who live upon 
the estates of Lords Southwell and Adare, and are 
descended from a German colony that settled here 
about a hundred years ago. They still retain their 
own customs, dress, and language: the women wear 
lai;ge straw hats and short petticoats; and their 
cottages are far neater and better provided than 
those of the Irish. 

The moon shining uncommonly bright, induced 
them, though late, to proceed to Limerick, along a 
road bordered with cider orchards, corn fields, and 
pasture lands. 

The old town of Ljmerick is dirty and disagree- 
able; it is joined to the new town by a bridgethrown 
across the Shannon, which here divides and fornas 
an island, where stands ^he new part of the city, 
handsomely built, with noble, spacious quays, for 
the convenience of loading and unloading the ships 
that crowd this port, and bring wealth and industry 
to the inhabitants. The trade of this city is very ex- 
tensive : its exchange is a plain building, supported, 
by seven Tuscan columns. The cathedral is ve- 
nerable for its antiquity, but heavy and gloomy. 
This place is famous for its loyalty to James the 
Second, and the long siege it sustained in his favour, 
against the troops of William the Third. 

Beyond 
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Beyond Limerick, the Shannon ceases to be na- 
vigable: its course is interrupted by rocks and shal- 
low cascades; but at Castle Connel it forms a tor- 
rent, in the midst of which rise rugged crags. The 
beauty of the place, and the company who come 
hither to drink the waters of a mineral spring, de- 
tained Mr. Franklin and the lads a few hours. 

Coasting the river they came to Killaloe, where 
they saw the superb palace belonging to the bishop. 
Here also is a large cascade, just at the entrance of 
Lough Derg, a lake which extends to the length of 
thirty miles, and is in some parts twelve or fifteen 
broad. The stone bridge at this town has eighteen 
arches; and at a little distance stands a small square 
jbuilding, called O'Bryan's Palace. 
I The country improved as they advanced towards 
the confines of the two provinces of Munstcr and 
Connaught. 

I It happened that they passed the ruins of an an- 
cient abbey, at a village called Abbey, on a holiday. 
A great number of people were assembled in the 
church-yard, where (he priests were hearing the 
confession of their sins; after this ceremony, they 
repair to a sacred fount just by, to wash away their 
defects by walking bare-legged through the water. 
After both these sacred rites are performed, they 
return home satisfied; not considering that repent- 
ance and amendment are the only means of attain* 
iDg peace of mind. 

CHAP, 
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Gahoay. Owen fVynne, Lake of Eame, BaUyshannon. 
Salman Leap, Linen Market. Londonderry. Giairfs 
Caiaexvay, County of Armagh. Mr, Foster. Watcfford, 

Our travellers now entered tbe proTince of Con- , 
naught, and winding their course by the borders of ' 
a charming little lake, called Lough Rea, with a 
pretty town built on its banks, of the same name, 
they reached Galway, a place well-situated, on a 
fine bay, for foreign trade. The herring and sal- 
mon fisheries, and the manufacture of kelp, employ 
a number of hands, though the poor in this neigh- 
bourhood are extremely wretched. The town is 
built in a particular manner, having the gable 
ends of the bouses next the street. 

Mr. Franklin found the inhabitants very sociable 
and lively : they meet often at clubs, assemblies, and 
drums, and appear to live in great harmony. 

The country near Galway is remarkably barren 
and rocky; but many fine prospects are to be seen 
in the vicinity of Lough Carrib, which falls into 
the sea just by. It is a large lake, extending 
many miles, beautified with islands. 

It 



C0NNAU6HT. 25& 

It was Mr. Franklin's design to bave coasted 
round the western side of Connaaght; bat a gen- 
tleman whom he saw at Gal waj dissuaded him from 
it, telling him that the country was in general so 
wild and desolate, fuli of bogs and bare moantaine^ 
and the accommodations for travelling so indiffe- 
rent, that he would repent the undertaking. <^ The 
districts of Connemara and Ejre Connaught," con- 
tinued he, ^^ are separated from the other parts of 
the province bj two great lakes, Lough Carrib and 
Lough Mask, and are the asylum of deserters and 
smn^lers. The profession of the latter," added he^ 
'Ms &voured by the numerous bays and inlets of the 
sea that open into tBis coast, and might be converted 
to the purposes of commerce, were the country more 
fertile, and the people civilized." 

From Galway, therefore, they went to Tuam^ 
the seat of an archbishop. 

Thence to Castlebar, a pretty little town. To 
the north-^west of it lies a barren tract, called Enis, 
composed of mountains and bogs, and totally 
without trees; so that the peasants are obliged to 
search in the bogs, for timber that has lain there 
for centuries, to build their cabins. 

Finding nothing very interesting in this part of 
the country, they hastened on eastward to Bally- 
moat, a barren tract, where the Honourable Mr. 
Fitzmaurice most laudably endeavoured to establish 
a linen manufacture, devoting to this object, with 
true patriotism, his time and attention. But his 

success 
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success did not equal his expectations. Thence io 
Sligo, an ancient tonrn, irregularly and ill built. 
It is a sea-port, and has some trade. 

Near this town is Nazlewood, the seat of Owen 
Wynne, Esq. one of the most beautiful spots in the 
kingdom, and kept in the most exact order. With 
this place they were delighted; but its beauties 
yielded an inferior pleasure to that felt on obserying 
the good effects of the personal exertions of the 
noble-minded proprietor, who devotes his time, his 
fortune, and his unwearied endeavours, to promote 
the true interests of his native country, by intro- 
ducing the best breeds of stock, trying the most 
approved systems of agriculture, and exhibiting 
the results of his experiments to all who are desicous 
of emulating so beneficial an example. This gen- 
tleman is a constant resident, a just and active 
magistrate; employing an immense number of la- 
bourers, and encouraging the meritorious. In 
him the county of Sligo may boast of a country 
gentleman, who reflects hpnour on the British em- 
pire, by the promotion of every object likely to be 
useful to Ireland. 

Passing through a tolerably fine country, they 
came to Ennisktllen, a pretty little town, built on an 
island in the great lake of £arne, where it becomes 
narrow, and forms a river rather rapid. Here they 
were attracted to Lord Belmore's, a superb villa, 
with a grand colonnade ia front. The inside is 
decorated wiih marble statuary and stucco work 
from Italy; but as the beauties of nature are superior 

^ to 
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\6 Ihose of art, the ornaments of this fine house were 
willingly left for the charming views of Lough 
Earne. It is divided into two parts, nearly equal, 
called the Upper and the Lower Lake; the upper 
is twenty miles long, and nearly half as wide, con- 
taining, as well as the lower division, many beauti*' 
fal islands, well planted with trees, and some of 
them inhabited. The shores rise in gradu&l slopes, 
and are environed by woody mountains, the ver- 
dare of which is inexpressibly fine. The woods 
abound with game, and innumerable flocks of 
water-fowl sport on the surface of the lake; whilst 
the waters are filled with various kinds of fish, 
perch especially, of which there are such nambers, 
that if a line is put in, success is certain. 

Leaving Enniskillen, they went by water to 
Caldwell Castle, situated on the western edge of the 
lake; then passed the romantic waterfalls of Bec- 
lick, about five miles from Ballyshannon, a small 
town near the sea, celebrated for its salmon fishery. 
It has a bridge of fourteen arches, over the river that 
runs out of Lough £arne, which, a little below, 
falls down a ridge of rocks, and forms a cascade, 
tlfough inferior in beauty to those of Beclick. 
Arthur and Edwin were extremely diverted with 
watching the salmon, as they came up from the 
sea, exerting their utmost efforts to overcome the 
opposition of the current, and then taking a flying 
leap, (for they rise to a considerable height above 
the water,) up the fall, into the river, where they 

deposit 
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deposit their spawn on the sandjr shallows, whilst 
seals and porpoises were sporting amMg the waves. 

Mr. Franklin could not indulge them with re- 
maining long in this situation : he urged them to 
tttonnt their horses, and ride towards Ihe pretty 
town of Donegal. In the way, they met numbers 
of penitents, who were going.to do penance at St. 
Patrick's Purgatory, a cavern in an island belong- 
ing to a smalt lake, called Lough Derg, 

Beyond Donegal they traversed bogs that shook 
under the horses' feet, varied only by rough, bar- 
ren mountains; then passing through the town of | 
Rapboe, reached Londonderry. The banks of the 
river, or rather arm of the sea, (called Lough Foy le,) 
on which it stands, are like a garden, and bordered 
with gentlemen's seats. The town chiefly consists 
of two streets that intersect each other, with a hand- 
some exchange imilt in the centre. It was formerly 
fortified : the ramparts still form an agreeable walk 
for the inhabitants, who are supposed to amount to 
11,000. At the time of the Revolution, London- 
derry was closely besieged by king James, and suf- 
fered the extremity of famine; but was relieved by 
the intrepidity and good management of the cap- 
tain of a frigate, who contrived to pass the bar, 
and supply the place with provisions. 

Linen cloth is the great manufacture of the 
northern part of Ireland : it was first established by 
the Protestants who were driven out of France by 
the bigotry of Lewis the Fourteenth, and is now the 

chief 
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chief source of wealth and prosperity to tbis conntr j. 
This tyraonic prince did not foresee that, by this 
stretch of power, he was supplying his rival with 
the means of opulence and strength^ and at the 
same time impoyerishing his own country. 

A market for the sale of linens is held at London- 
derry, and afforded a curious spectacle to our tra- 
vellers. The weavers, who are scattered about the 
country, bring the pieces of cloth when finished to 
the nearest market. The bleachers, who are people 
of property, are mounted on a kind of scaffold, and 
examine those pieces that are brought to them with 
a glance of their eye, then name their price; and if 
the weaver agrees to it, they mark it on the cloth, 
and the bargain is made. A bleacher will some* 
times purchase several hundred pounds^ worth in a 
I day. These goods are afterwards bleached, and 
then sent over to the factors in England, who supply 
the merchants trading to all parts of the world. 

Londonderry is a very rich bishopric : the bishop 
has a noble palace, built on a spot that was almost 
a desert. It is richly adorned with paintings by 
Italian masters, which delighted Mr* Franklin, 
wlto was a man of taste, and a connoisseur in the 
fine arts. 

Lieaviog Longli Foyle, which is a large inlet of 
the sea, to the left, they proceeded to Colerain, a 
small, neat town, on the river Ban, over which is 
a bridge, and near it a cairn, or artificial mount, 
like those called barrows in England; both sup- 
posed 
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posed to have been the sepulchral moDumenls of 
the Danes. 

in their way to the celebrated Giants' CauBcway 
they saw the remains of Dunlasc Castle, belongiog 
to the Marquis of Antrim, standing on a precipice 
jutting over the sea. Had they not seen Fingars 
Cave, they would have been struck with admira- 
tion at the Giants' Causeway, which is formed in a 
very similar manner. It is composed of a vast num- 
ber of upright columns, chiefly of five or six sides, 
though some of them differ in number. At low 
water the Causeway extends nearly six hundred feet 
in length, against which the waves dash with grea^ 
fury. Every pillar is formed with joints, orseparatq 
pieces, which fix into each other; one piece beingj 
convex, the other hollow. This kind of embank- 
ment continues for about two miles : the moststn - 
ing range of columns is called the Organs, from «s 
resemblance to the form of that instrument. 

Having explored the most curious objects of tbis 
singular shore, which is bold and romantic, w^^ 
high promontories at difierent points, "OO^ I 
Giant^s Causeway to Colerain, they turned their 
course inland, and passing Ballimouy reache 
trim, which, though the capital of the county, is a] 
poor place. At some distance from it ^^^ ^ 
of those round towers so often mentioned. ^ 
half a mile from the toWn they approached Loog^j 
Neagh, a vast sheet of water, between thirty ^ j 
forty miles long, and fifteen or twenty i^*^^' ' 
shores are flat and open, and froji the b'®*'^*'*^ 



the waves ii weamAlw nn ikiland ocean. Ram 
Idandy adof rved witi a round fowep, is Ae oviy 
oae mt tbe tek^. 

The cMKilirjr betwoeii Antrim and BeMiit w monh* 
tainoai^ but the peasanti^ w» indnfltrioiiff, and pr in- 
cipallf employeA in the linen* iwaiiek: there is 
icaroei J a; cetta|<e mUlvaiit a loom. The town is 
well built^ and has a She bvidfe of ^enty-ene 
aidies, moA %r bamifioote Uaen-halli^ where the mar- 
ket fop cloth is beld. Tbenee to Liibum., a neai^ 
plaeej pleasantly situated. Thk part of the conn^ 
Iryistbegreatseatof thetiiien maonftcture ; the 
Ueacli*gieen8, ooveied wkhclotb as white assnowi 
have a sn^ajiip effeet. 

HilMiorati]^h, an elegwat Tillage', built on an emik' 
Moce comieanding an extenailne view, has a fine 
I chqrijh, efodted at ttie private expenee of the first 
HarquiB of Do wnshite, whose fe«4ly mansion standtr 
in the to^ff: within the gardens belonging to it is a 
bttrjing-plaee far (he Roman C/atholics, which, in 
oppositioirto'every precaution^, they continneto use, 
tbeugh in this pait of the province of Ulster the 
pieyaiihig religion is Presbyterianism^ a great part 
of the inhabitants being of Scotch extraction. 

The county of Armagh may be compared to 
a highly-caUivated garden^ ifitersected by hilfe^ 
plains, andfpict^fesqne takes. The town that bears 
thesamename has* been greatly improved by Arch^ 
bishof^llobinson, who built an hospital and several 
other pabKe edifieea; partieufarly an observatory, 
wfaicb fce has endowed wit* three hundred a year. 
N Armagh 
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Arinagh is one of the four Irish archbishoprics; 
the three others are those of Dublin, Cashel, and 
Tuam. The Archbishop of Armagh, as first in 
rank, assumes the title of Primate of Ireland. 

Their nest stage was Newrj, a town situated 
between high mouataini, a few miles from the sea; 
but it is accessible to ships, having a communica- 
tion with Carlingford Bay. 

Renewing their journey, they passed through Dun* 
dalk, <a pretty little town, standing in a charming 
plainon the bank of the ^ea, at the foot of the Newry 
mountains,) in their way to Drogheda, a place of 
considerable trade, and watered by the Boyne, a 
river celebrated by a decisive victory gained by 
King William on its shores, over the unfortunate 
and desponding James, who fled b^Nre the battle 
was lost. A very high obelisk stands near the spot 
where King William crossed the river, covered with 
inscriptions relative to this memorable event. 

Winding along the fertile valleys of the Boyne, 
they reached Slane. The antique remains of a temple 
of the Druids, near a neighbouring village called 
NewGrang^, induced Mr. Franklin to wander there 
with bis pupils. The grotto, as it is now termed, is 
made in the form of a cross : in the centre is a dome, 
formed by enormous masses of stone piled over each 
other, without any mortar: in some parts, the stones 
are inscribed with characters which cannot be under- 
stood. Having examined this ancient monument, 
they turned towards Slane Castle, a modern edifice 
of great elegance, embellished with fiourisbing 

, plantations. 
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pbmtatioDSy oa the banks of the Bojne, which led 
them io convefse on the different kinds of archi- 
tecture used by the inhabitants of dbtant nations. 

They proceeded through a rich, cheerful country^ 
in which the fields are mostly enclosed with loose 
piles of stones, instead of hedges. The cabins are 
bnik with day, and surrounded by a potatoe- 
ground, the great article of subsistence to the poor. 
The small town of Summer Hill they passed in the 
way to Kilcock.; thence across partof the Bogof 
Allen, an immense tract dT turf-bog, or peat-moss: 
the road over it is made by cutting a drain on each 
ttde, and covering it with gravel. Crossed Che 
Grand Canal, and advanced over mountains, waste, 
and bog, to Mount Mellick. Here they rested, and 
were amused with seeing the processes of the wool- 
combing, malting, and tanning tmdes, besides the 
eotton manufacture and bleaching-grounds. 

Reaching the river Barrow, they coasted along 
ite shores, which wind through a beautiful valley, 
in their way (o Ballynakill. 

Here they were invited out of the road, to visit the 
seat of the Right Hon. John Foster, at Co|lon. His 
demesne displays one of the greatest collections of 
forest-trees and exotics in the world. Botanical 
pursuits, on a very extensive scale, serve to relax the 
mind of this great man from business and politics, 
which seem to absorb him ; but their visit to Collon 
convinced them that affairs of state may be blended 
with the promotion of agriculture and manufac- 
tares : that of cotton is established here. Without 
K 2 pretending 
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prattndiiig to j«dg6 oS Us pcMfei^ hw chasncter 
deMrves the lugke^i MtoMi, f»r Ub unboiinded 
hcMpilalit3s, and atteaiiaA to the wanls of Ihe poor. 
AsabuMHoid atad a aa^ittmte he ilaDda.Ugh; 
and his name will be reoBenbered with gvatitade, 
whenlhe Bquabbles of paitiea are- fcigoMen. 

The roads fiboul CSolloii, for aia^jr miles in evevy 
diiectioa, are exeettent. The demfsne of Mr. 
Lambert at Seeo Park, and LovdCoayaglMMB's oa 
the opposite side of the riTes, acid to each other's 
beautjp, aad appear to the eye of a stranger ^a oae 
prapeKj. 

Near BallynahiU is another fipe seat, embosom* 
^ in woods, belonging to Lord de Yasay. 

Fr^m this place they directed their course through 
a fertile tract to Kilk^nay, a welUbirilt towii, en* 
liYened by the manttfeoturea of coarae woollen 
cloths, fine blankets, and starch. The- neighbour-^ 
ifig qaarriea supply a beautiful species of nuif Ue, 
which is* cut and polished, for chimnejt^pieoesand 
other purposes^ by water maehinery. 

From Kilkenny they went forward to Rosa, de- 
lighted with the fine niews as they approachod the 
town, which is built o^i the side of a hill, extesding 
to the shore of the Barrow. 

From Ross, they hasteaed to Waterford, where, 
Inlying finished the tour of Ireland, they easiiy 
found a vessel ready to sail for Bristol, and with* 
out further ddby embarked ihr that port. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XSLIV. 

Chgtacier of }the /ri$k Greut Mtn. Eminent Wbmcn. 
The Travellers driven on the Coast of GomwalL Face of 
the Countrtf* Logan, Druidical Remains, Mount St, 
Michael, Lady Catherine Gordon. Tin-work, tforthies 
oJTrwro, Staple Commodities. Mines, Pilchard ^slysry. 
Hurling, 

1 HE ^rst part of the yoj9Lg^ they were so much 
becaloied^ that (hey made a very slow progress, and 
I time af^eared tedious. Mr. JFranklin^ who never 
wanted resources for amusement, turned the con- 
versation on the character of the Irish, and the 
persons amongst them most eminent for genius and 
learning. 

'^ The kind reception we have met with," said 
be^ ^^ from the cottager to the gentleman, proves 
tbe Irish to be of a hospitable disposition. The 
easy, polite manners of the higher ranks resemble 
those of the French ; whilst the cheerfulness of the 
poor, amidst their wretchedness, marks their viva- 
city. For courage they are famed, and a quickness 
of temper that sometimes leads them into inconve- 
niences, and is the cause of the frequency of duelling 
amongst thorn; but there is united with it anopen- 

bearted 
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hearted, generous nature, that is both noble and 
engaging, and is the characteristic of true irortb. 
Amongst the low Catholics,'* continued he, *^ we 
have observed many foolish superstitions; but they 
are encouraged, from motives of policy, by their 
priests, and are the effects of want of instruction 
rather than of good sense. 

*< Let us now enumerate some of the literary cha- 
rdders who have done honour to the Irish nation. 
Besides Boyle, Swift, and Sterne, whom I have 
already mentioned to you, Ireland has to boast of 
having produced Burke, a sublime genius; Den- 
ham, Parnel, and Groldsmith, poets of a fine imagi- 
nation ; Farquhar, Kelly, Murphy, and MacUin, 
dramatic writers of great reputation ; the last of 
whom was also a celebrated actor: Sir George 
Staunton, who wrote an account of the embassy to 
China ; and both the Sheridans, distinguished for 
their elegant taste and acquirements* 

<< The dramatic talents of Mrs. Clive; the learnmg 
of Mrs, Grierson ; the poetic vein of Mrs. Barber, 
Mrs. Pilkington, and the Honourable Mrs. Monk; 
with the eminent virtues of the unfortunate Stella, 
the most intimate friend of Dean Swift^ reflect great 
honour on the female sex, and on the Irish ladies 
in particular, who are scarcely excelled, for active 
benevolence and engaging manners, by those of i 
any nation. 

" Amongst persons of genius who are still living, 
honourable mention may be made of Mrs. Tighe, | 

who 



who wrote 4he poem of Cupid and Pisyclie ; and 
Miss £dgewortb, an Irish woman by descent, 
though not by birth, whose works, distinguished 
by excellent sense and the most useful tendency to 
improve the manners of all classes, are the best 
monument to her praise/'' 

Before- these remarks were finished, a brisk wind 
arose from the north-east, which increased to a ter- 
rible hurricane; the sea ran like mountains, and 
the gnlphs between the waves seemed ready to 
swallow up the vessel. The ship was soon driven 
out of ber course, and obliged to yield to the fury 
of the wind, which forced her far below the mouth 
of Bristol Channel. At length the agitation of the 
wind and waves became so violent, that they were 
under the necessity of cutting away their masts; and 
to complete.the danger of their situation, the ship 
sprang a leak, and let the water into the hold. As 
the only chance of preserving their lives, every body 
on board was called to assist at the pumps. Even 
Arthur and Edwin worked in turn with all their 
might; but the water gained upon their utmost 
efforts, and they were almost ready to despair, 
though the storm had abated, when they perceived 
a fishing-boat at some distance : the captain imme- 
diately fired a gun as a signal of distress, which 
brought her to them. The owner of this little boat, 
who was a fisherman belonging to a village on the 
coast of Cornwall, humanely received the crew on 
board ; and in less than twenty minutes the vessel 

they 
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tiiej bad left; went down, within siglit, to tti^ bd- 
torn. Shocked at tbe danger the^ had so Darrowly 
fficaped, thej thought of nothing but preservalioB, 
and were glad to be landed on the Cornish coast, 
in the small towii o{ St. Ives, situated in a rocky 
bajr, and chiefly supported by the pilchard fishery. 
These fish frequent this coast, in iminenae shoals, 
during the seasons of sumoier and autiuao, and 
form a yery profitable article of commerce to the 
inhabitants, who cure them, and export them prin- 
cipally to the ports in the Mediterranean, 

Mr. Franklin's first care, after securing a com- 
fortable lodging, was to inform Mrs. Middktoa of 
their accident and his intention, since unavoidable 
circumstances had driven them so far from their 
place of destination, of visiting the principal plaoea 
and curiosities in Cornwall, before they proceeded 
to Bath. 

A day or two of repose seemed necessary to 
recruit their agitated spirits, and refresh them after 
the fatigue of such a boisterous passage. Aa soon 
as they found themselves capaUe of travelling, 
they set out to explore the coast round the Land's 
End, tbe most westerly point of Great Britain. 
Tins promontory consists of a vast range of graiute 
stone, irregularly piled, presenting a wild appear- 
ance of grotesque, barren rocks, washed by the aea, 
with the adjacent country entirely devoid of trees; 
but not of corn and grass, both of which, in some 
pUiC€9 in this neighbourhood, flourish luxuriantly. 

The 



The level of the country berenbootd is nearly three 
hundred feet above that of the sea, as is also the 
general height of the cliffs. The Approach to (he 
Last Rock, as it is emphatically termed, is a narrow 
path, hene and there admitting only one person to 
walk at a time, the sea roll ing beneath, on either side, 
at the depth t>f nearly three hundred feet. Having, 
however, though not without trepidation, arrived 
at the rock, they were amply compensated by an 
nninterrupted view of the ocean, dashing agahist 
the shores and rocks below. The sound thi§ occa- 
sioned, with the plaintive cries of the numerous s^a« 
fowl, on the wing, or resting upon the rocks, seek*^ 
ing their prey, raised sensations of an agreeable 
kind, that tempted them to too long a tarriance» 
I Theday being fine and clear, they plainly perceived< 
the Scilly Islands, a group of numerous rocks and 
islets, of which five or six only are inhabited. St. 
Mary's is the chief of these, nnd is said to contain 
several hundred people, who gain their subsistence 
by fishing, burning kelp, and officiating as pilots. 
Their manners are simple, and they require but few 
aecommodations but what they obtain amongst 
themselves. They breed cattle, and raise corn, 
which they grind with hand*niills; and they nevef 
want a vupply of fisb. The sea poppy, (a bcautifal 
yellow flower,) the sea holly, the raauocolus, and 
aoeraone, grow wild, and, amongst ottier spontaoe*- 
OQs flowers, adorn tfreit shores. The uninhabited 
idetf ate mere xocks^ so steep and baanmi^ thai they 
K& affi^rdi 
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afford shelter aad food lo scarcely any thing bat I 
birds. 

Numbers of vessels, entering the Channel, have | 
been wrecked upon the Scillj rocks, whilst in ad- 
verse winds they have been a place of refuge to 
others. In 1707, Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovel, 
with three men of war, perished here with all their 
crews. In memory of this melancholy event, a 
monument is erected in Westminster Abbey. 

Whilst traversing this rocky shore, the guide 
did not fail to conduct them to a precipice of three 
pinnacles, called Castle Treryn. On the middle 
summit lies a logan, or moving stone, of prodigious 
size, poised in such an extraordinary manner, that 
a man might rock it, and yet so securely is it fixed, 
that it would be difficult to displace it, even by the 
assistance of powerful machines : its weight is com- 
puted at about eighty tons. 

Many large stones are found in the county of 
Cornwall, having hollows or basins oh their upper 
surfaces, with communicating channels. These are 
by some considered to have been formed artificially, 
and are attributed to the Druids; but for what pur- 
poses they were used, is now utterly unknown. The 
Druicis, or other ancient inhabitants, have left other 
monuments of their religion, as they are supposed 
to be, as well as of their mechanical skill in raisiag 
considerable masses of stone, in different parts of this 
county : one of these, near the Land's End, our 
traveUeis surveyed, as a relic c^ the greatest anti- 
quity. 
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qoity. It consists of nineteen huge stones, placed 
in a circle, with one of much larger size in the 
middle. *< This, probably, was a (emple," said 
Mr. Franklin, '^ devoted to the worship of some of 
their deities. Religious service,'' continued he, 
^^ offered to a superior power, seems natural to the 
heart of man ; and, under different forms, though 
often debased by the grossest errors, I believe is 
universal. The modes of worship, and the edifices 
appropriated by nations differing in faith, have 
varied according to the notions the worshippers 
entertain of what is acceptable to the Deity. The 
Roman Catholics decorate their churches wit(^ all 
the embellishments of architecture, sculpture, and 
painting. The Protestants, resting less in cere* 
monies, and believing that the heart is the seat of 
true devotion, are contented with a plainer edifice, 
and fewer decorations. The Greeks, Romans, and 
Egyptians, exhausted all the stores of art to render 
their temples acceptable to the idolatrous objects of 
their veneration . The Druids formed a circle of vast ^ 
stones, as the monument before us, and many others < 
in different places testify, as a consecrated place 
for the performance of their religious rites. And 
the Persians assembled in the open air for the same^ 
sacred purpose; believing it impious to suppose- 
that the Supreme Being could be confined in a 
house made by men. Let us remember," said he, 
with an impressive tone, ^<that the devout in heart 
only, will be accepted, under whatever form he 

worships;, 
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worships; but that we, who are blessed with the 
light of the gospel, have no excuse fiir error or 
tuperstitiofi." 

Arthur wss remarkably fond of birds, and always 
paid attention to those he had never seen before. 
Amongst these rocks he noticed a particular species 
of crow, called the Cornish chough, with red legs 
and beak ; but these are now extremely scarce. 

Directing their course eastward they came to 
Penzance, a populous town, situated in Mount's 
Bay, and supported by (he busy employments of 
the shipping trade. 

Xbts bay is about fifteen miles across from point 
to point, and is esteemed the most beautiful of any 
on the English coast, second only in beauty to the 
favoured bay of Naples. 

The greatest curiosity in this neighbonritood is 
Mount St. Michael, a lofty rock, that at high tide 
is an island, but at other times is joined to the main 
land by a low beach of sand and pebbles. In fonner 
times a monastery stood on its summit, which now, 
with some additional buildings, forms one of the 
residences of Sir John St, Aubyn ; but in its ancient 
stale served as a sanctuary to Lady Catherine Gror^ 
dk>n, who married Perkin Warbeck, a youth who 
was executed in the retgn of Henry the Seventh^ oa 
the accusation of having personated the Duke of 
York, who was supposed to have been murdered is 
the Tower; but some historians doubt whether he 
was Aot the real duke, who h^d escaped from hia 

assassins. 
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assassins. However that may be, the nnfortonate 
lady was soon diseovered and carried to the king, 
who treated her with great generosity. 

Quitting Peneance, they passed throagb Hel- 
stoae, a town built in the form of a cross, with a 
tolerable .harbour, in their way to Falmouth, a 
flourishing town of great traffic, situated on the 
shore of a noUe, extensive harbour, communicating 
with a number of navigable creeks. This place 
being convenient for getting clear of the Channel, 
is appointed as a station for Spanish, Portuguese, 
West Indian, and North American packets, which 
has greatly increased its trade and consequence. 

Finding nothing very interesting in Falmouth or 
its neighbourhood, except the castles of Pendennis 
and St. Mawes, which stand on each side of the en- 
trance to the harbour, and command it, they pro- 
ceeded towards Truro, situated on a branch of the 
sea running up from Falmouth Harbour. Having 
heard much of a singular tin-work near the road, 
they alighted to view it, and were amply rewarded 
for their trouble. The purest and best tin is pro« 
cared from somH pebbles, from the size of the point 
of a pin to that of a man's fist; and this kind 
of tia is generally procured in two places, as in 
valleys, or ravines i>etween hills. It was not without 
astoniahment that they beheld, at this place, (which 
is called CSavnon Stream Work, and is situated on 
a branch of Falmouth harbour, enclosed by hills,) 
men procuring these grains in large quantities, fifty 
feet below the bed of the water. In order to obtain 

this 
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this treasare, it appeared that the tide had been 
dammed out, at a great expence of money and 
labour, and that afterwards the mud, almost fifty 
feet in depth and nearly a mile in length, had been 
removed within a few feet, and in some places a few 
inches, of the solid rock at the bottom, id which 
they saw a layer of the pebbles before described, 
from ten inches to ten feet in thickness. They ob» 
served some of the workmen busily employed in 
washing these pebbles, and were surprised on being 
presented with some grains of gold picked out from 
among them. They counted upwards of a hundred 
men engaged in this work, and were informed (hat 
the owners had gained a clear sum of more than 
forty thousand pounds, the reward of their perse- 
vering industry. 

Truro is a neat, clean town, and is considered tbe- 
genteelest in the county. Some of the bu ildings are 
handsome ; and it has a Gothic church, venerable 
for its antiquity. Its chief business is in shipping tin 
and copper ore, with which the neighbouring hills- 
abound. Mr. Franklin fortunately met with an 
acquaintance in the market, who pressingly invited 
him and bis pupils to dinner. The table was 
spread with plenty and variety. Turbot and soals, 
just taken out of the sea, formed two fine dishes of 
fish : tbe dessert consisted of preserved fruits, and 
clotted cream, which is procured by placing milk- 
over a slow fire, and is generally used in this county 
and Devonshire. After the cloth was removed, tbe 
conversation turned on tbe illustrious characters 

who 
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who Were natives of Corowall^ and historical events 
(hat had occurred at Truro. ^' The renowned king 
Arthur," observed (he gentleman, ^^ is said to have 
been a Cornish man : the small village of Bossiney 
claims the honour of his birth." ^^ Length of (ime," 
replied Mr* Franklin, <^ has thrown a veil over his 
exploits, (hongh there is no doubt that he was a 
hero. There are also several of the modems re- 
markable for their talents, who are your country- 
men: amongst others I recollect Prideaux, who 
wrote the Connexion between Sacred and Profane 
History ; Rorlase, the antiquary ; Naye, the famous 
a(torney-general in the reign of Charles (he First, 
who, at different periods of his life, was the vigo** 
roQs 8uppor(er of each of the contending parties; 
and Foo(e, (he actor and dramatic wrifer, whose 
powers of mimicry were perhaps never equalled.'^ 
^^ For the honour of my own town," replied the 
gentleman, '' I must add Dr. Haweis, an eminen^ 
preacher amongst the Calvinistical Methodists; 
also Sir Bevil Greenfield, an estimable character, 
and brave defender of Charles the First; and 
lastly, Walter Moyle, a learned, polite writer, and 
(rue lover of his country. It was in this place," 
continued he, ^^ that the forces of Charles (he First, 
under Lord Hopetown, surrendered to GreneraL 
Fairfax, who, with great military skill, had driven 
thCTd (after the batde of Naseby) from Exeter into 
this remote part, and foiled all (heir a(temp(s (o 
pass him." 

The conYer8a(ion next turned on the immediafe 

staple 
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Staple cocnmodities of the county, copper und 
pilchards, respecting which their intelligent host 
gave them a short but entertaining account. He 
observed, that the principal mining part of the ' 
county lies to the west of Truro, the town of Redruth 
being esteemed the centre: the ore of copper is 
found in veins, or, as they are technically called, 
lodes, situated neatly in a vertical position, and 
running almost in the direction 4>f due east and 
west, from three inches to thirty feet in width, of a 
length unknown, and of a depth, which the most 
powerful steam-engines, erected for the purpose of 
extracting the water which abounds in them, have 
not enabled the miner to go deep enough to disco- 
ver ; although, in some instances, they have sunk 
down nearly two hundred fathoms, or twelve hun- 
dred feet. These veins are sometimes traced on the 
surface by loose pebbles, which form the top or 
broil of the lode, mingled with an ochreoos sub- 
stance resembling the rust of iron. " The first pro- 
cess," continued he, ^^ is to sink a shaft, bearing the 
appearance of a well, about six feet. Passages and 
shafts are then sunk underground, as circumstances 
require, and engines are erected to draw the water, 
which soon becomes troublesome, for raising (he 
ore, if there be any ; for the industry and research 
of the miner, are not always croWned with success. 
The ore is generally found at about forty and ifty 
fathoms under the surface, and is of various kinds, 
and of different degrees of value. In working some 
of the miiies,'' he observed, " very considerable 

sums 
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MDM^ money have been expended io vain; wbile 
ia others, in tbeir immediate Deigbbourboed, the 
adventurers, as they are properly termed, have been 
compeosatod by rich.returiis of profit: several of 
the Gopper-miaes withio twelve miles of Truro, 
having cleared a profit of an handred thoasand 
pounds. In some of ihem, from five to sevea hua« 
dred men, women, and even children from the ag« 
of siK and upwards, are employed in raising, wash* 
iog, and sorting the ore. Having undei^one these 
preoesaes, it is thrown to the pile for sale, which 
generally takes place once in two months. At those 
times, samples are carefully taken from these piles, 
or heaps, by flieoiiners, who afterwards^ivide and 
subdivide them into very small quantities, not ex- 
ceeding a. pound in weight: these small quantttiea 
are theo assayed, and are bid for at a public sate. 
Oo these occasions a dinner is given : for in this 
hospitable county no pnblic business is transacted 
without a good dinner. Tickets are given by a 
person who presides, or by the agents to the various 
copper companies, as they are termed; and the 
highest bidder is declared the purchaser. The ore 
is then conveyed on mules to the sea-side, and after- 
wards shipped to Wales, for the purpose of having 
the copper extracted from it, there being plenty of 
coals in Wales, and none in Cornwall. The miners 
generally work about eight hours in the twenty-four. 
They are a hardy, healthy race of people, and, in 
the main, well»informed, industrious, and ingenious. 

Strangers 
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Strangers have enleftained an erroneons idea of 
their living undergronnd ; but I can assure you it 
is not the £Eict»" 

Finding his guests well entertained with his de-- 
scription of the mines, be informed them (bat the 
sea afforded another source* of wealth and employ- 
ment to his countrymen, in the vast shoals- of 
pilchards that visit their coast, about the middle of 
August; and as it was likely that the operations of 
that fishery were equally novel to them with those of 
the mines, he should not suffer them to depart till 
be had told them some particulars of it. *^ Tbia 
article of commerce,^ said he, ^^ is esteemed of great 
importance to particular districts of the county, 
especially to St. Ives and its neighbourh€K>d, which 
are situated on the north-west coast, as well as to 
many places on the southern coast. The approach 
of the shoals is easily described from the shore by a 
man placed on an eminence for the purpose: he is 
called the Hj/er^ and makes signs to the fishermen 
in boats, directing their motions by those of the 
shoals of fish, which are of a blood-red colour. 
From these boats they throw out a net of mighty 
size and value, some of them extending the length 
of half or three quarters of a mile, and having cost 
no less than fifteen hundred pounds. With this 
huge net they surround the fish, which cannot 
escape, because the top of the net is kept floating 
en the water, by large pieces of cork fastened to it 
at regular distances; and the bottom of it is forced 

to 
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to tbe ground by coDBiderable weights fixed io it. - 
When the whole is well secured, which can onlj be 
done in calm weather, the boats proceed within the 
circle enclosing the fish, and let down a smaller net. 
Fbur boats then approach each other, forming a 
square, and draw up the small net, brim full of fish, 
nearly to the surface of the water : two or three pair 
of men are then seated astride tbe edge of each boat 
towards the net, having one leg in the boat, and 
tbe other among the fish in the net. Each pair of 
these men sit iace to fisice, taking hold of the handles 
of a basKet, shaped something like a clothes flasket, 
which they dip into the water about five times in a 
minute, returning it full of fish, which they empty 
into the boat. A man is stationed in the boat with 
a wooden shovel, whose office it is to remove the 
fish to the opposite side of the boat to that on which 
the basket-dippers sit, to keep it level in the water. 
In rather less than an hour, these boats, which may 
properly be called barges, are completely filled, and 
are moved ofi*, when others immediately succeed. 
In this manner a net is often emptied in the space 
of a few hours, containing perhaps a thousand 
hogsheads offish : each hogshead may be computed 
to hold four thousand fish." 

^^ What a wonderful destruction of animal life is 
here!" exclaimed Mr. Franklin; ^^but I will not 
interrupt you : pray proceed." 

^^ The fish," resumed the gentleman, ^^are now 
laid in the store-cellar with great regularity, in a 

pile, 
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pile, OR «n inelined planc^ ^ith salt between each 
layer: ia about three -weeks the oil has drained 
completely from them, and the fish are cured for - 
exportation. They are sent to the shores of the 
Mediterraoeau ; and, of late, great quantities to the 
West ladaesv The oil forms a distiaci article ef 
cooinerce/' 

The horses being brought to the door, they took 
leave of their hospitable friend, and proceeded 
(through a country which fora» an exception to 
the general aspec^t of the county, being for the most 
part well wooded, and in many places highly pic- 
turesque) to Fowey, a town that stands on a river 
of the same aamci which is one of the largest in the 
county. In one of the villages they passed through 
there was a fair: a number of country people were 
assembled together; the chief amusements of the 
pien, they observed, were either wrestling, or hurl- 
^^Si ^ gsxne that requires a great deal of activity, 
almost peculiar io this part of the world. It is a 
trial of skill between two parties, who each endea- 
vour to catch a wooden ball hurled up4ttto the air : 
hie who succeeds runs off with the prize, ip spite of 
all opposition; and this often occasions whimsical 
contentions. Arthur looked on for some time, and 
thought it so easy a matter, that he entered the lists, 
confident of victory : but be soon found that habit 
was requisite to perfection in the simplest arts; and 
that neither his lightness, address, nor agility, were 
<»f avail where that was wanting. 

St. Austle 



St. Attstte ia a pteasftfvt Kitle towo, on Ae west 
side af a bill, With talefftble iMitteKiigs atid streets* 
Abottt two miles fVom tlii^ place is the UrgQ tin* 
mine, Wetgooih. Tbis mine i» r^mariiabk tor its 
extent, and tbe richnoss of its ores, as well as tbe 
iiausiiat direction ef tbe crose veins, wbicb run 
RQifb and soeth, prodiieing tin, as w^t as those 
that run east and wtisi, wbich is not th# case with 
any .other mine in tbe county.^ On H are foirr 
ferge 8team*efigine»k Tbey were in^H^ed, that 
the eicpences of the mine were about eigb^tj pounds^ 
per day. 

Here our travei'lefs tbmad a fond of entertain- 
ment, in examining the worb» eropk^yed to raise 
(be kin fVom tbe mine, and prepare it for the 
smeher. * 

In exploring these subterraneous cavities, they 
observed that great art and iagenuity are exerted in 
propping- tbe pits; and tbe men who work in tbemt 
are relieyed every six boors. 

Frona the rained they went to the smeking-house, 
where they saw tbe grain tin extracted from the 
purest ore, which is chiefly collected from the sur- 
face of the ground, or among the sand, by steams- 
works. In this process, tbe strongest charcoal beat: 
is used, but comacKm coal is sufficient for the other 
operations. When melted, it is laded into stone 
troughs, containing about three hundred poiinds 
weight of metal, which the workmen call skbs, or- 
blocks. These bkicks are obliged to be conveyed 

to 
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toone of tbe five towns appointed for stamping the 
tiO) as they cannot be sold before tbej are weighed, 
stamped, and the duty upon them paid to the Duke 
of Cornwall. The coinage towns are Letkeard, 
Lestwithiel, Truro, Helston, and Penranoe. 

The mineral productions of this county are 
chiefly copper, tin, lead, zinc, iron, antimony, 
silver, tungstan, and uranium; aflbrding, now and 
then, a rich harvest of the two first to the miner, 
and fine specimens of most of them for the cabinets 
of the mineralogist. One. remarkable thing de- 
serves to be noticed, which is, that limestone is not 
to be found throughout tbe county, or even lime in 
any shape, except in very small quantities. 

The road to Lestwithiel was hilly. The town is 
but newly built. There are the remains of an an* 
cient castle, formerly belonging to tbe Dukes of 
Cornwall, now serving for a prison. From this 
place they advanced to West and East Loo, two 
towns built on the opposite shores of a river of the 
same name, and communicating with each other 
by a bridge of fifteen arches. Near tbe mouth of 
the river is a small island, chiefly inhabited by va- 
rious kinds of jsea^fowl, which resort to it as a 
place of security for their young. 

From the time of their landing on the Cornish 
coast the weather had generally been wet, or the 
atmosphere loaded with fogs, and the wind high 
and variable, which they were told was commonly 
the case on this peninsula^ exposed to the sea aN 

most 
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roost on all sides; this, with the desolate appear* 
ance of the country, nearly devoid of trees or 
hedges, the climate t)eiDg nnfavonrable ,to theit 
growth, diminished the pleasure of this part of 
their jonmey. 

The next town, of any size, was Leskeard, seated 
amongst rocky hills. It has a handsome parish 
church, with a broad steeple; and an admirable 
conduit, which supplies the streets about the mar* 
ket- place with plenty of water. 

Having seen the tin-mines, some of the antiqui- 
ties, and -several of the principal towns in Corn- 
wall, Mr. Franklin felt no inclination to remain 
longer in this county, but determined to pursue 
4he direct course towards Plymouth. 



CHAP. 



9ia 



PlymtnUh Dock. Mamt Sdf€€mdk. gid^W€ lighthmMuti 
lady Dum^*A GQr(kn. King ffillwnL Kxct^f Blamifac* 
tures. Climate. Manners. Mr,JohnStrang;€^ Great Men* 

In lii«ir way ttom Leftkeard to PlTfiiottth, tkey 
CPOflied the riirer Taoiar, whtcfa forms tfte boundaiy 
behreen CornwaH and Devonshire: below Saltash 
it beeomes an arm of the sea, ending in Plymouth 
Sound. Arthur^ taste for a sea-life, and employ- 
ments belonging to shipping, was highly gratified 
at Plymouth, it being the most considerable har- 
bour of England for men of war, especially whea 
we are contending with a foreign enemy; as it is a 
convenient rendezvous for the Channel fleet, and 
the principal magazine of sea stores; having docks, 
arsenals, and eveiy convenience for building and 
fitting out ships of the largest size. 

The Dock forms a separate town, filled with ar- 
tificers and workmen of difierent kinds. It was, 
begun in the reign of king William, finished under | 
Queen Ann, and is now brought to the highest per- { 
fection : the fort was modernized from an ancient 
castle, by Charles the Second. Men of war, witU 
the stores and guns on board, can sail from the 

Dock 
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Oftok; an ^AmaHge which PlymottA 
from tbe defklh of water, above all tiie other ^dock- 
yards. 

The fllieeto of the old town are nanow and dis* 
agieeaUe, bat there are two^ndaome chaiohct. 
Itftaftda b^ween two bkto of tbe aea, which Soon 
a doaUe harbour : that at the meiith of the Tamar 
18 called the Hamoaxe; and the other, which tt- 
oeives the Plyo, Catwater, and is chiefly appro** 
priated to tiading Tcssels. Sir John and Sir Aichaid 
Hawkins, father and son, both eminefit naval oom* 
naoders, were natives of this town ; the elder was 
one of ibe fiist Eng|lishmen who engaged in the in- 
fittoos toMh to the coast of Guinea for n^roes. 

Bfbiint £(%ec»nib^ the noble scat of the earl 
who derives his title ftom it, dn theoppomte side^ 
flaoMQEC^ had more charms for Edwin than the 
bBBlk and.hnrrjritf tbe populous town of nymonth. 
A gradual aecent up a lawn bronght them to the 
mansion, im ancient Gothic structuie^ with thiee 
GMtB ; Uiat of the east dtiectly overlooking tbe 
^uad. The apartments are sumptuous and ^ 
pint, coiveBpondnig with the rank and fbiiune of 
the pOBseasor, and resemble what th^ had seen in 
other places. But the pleasuro'^gvoundB and plant* 
atioRs, embellished with the finest sea views, and 
enlivened with the shipping, presented a soene at 
OBce beaoliful and novel. They followed their 
•guide along a terrace, commanding a fine prospect 
ef the haiboor) and many other capital objects; 
o amongst 
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eaioi^t Che rest, £ord Borringdon^s charming 
resideoce at Saltram, embosomed in woods, and 
backed by the De?oo hills. 
' South-east, in the Soaiid, at a small distance 
flrom the shore, rises a high crag, called Mewstone, 
to which, some years ago, a poor fellow was tran- 
sported for seven years, and submiited quietly to 
his confinement till the time was expired. 

Losing sight of the water, they were led through 
the foliage of thick shades till they came to the 
large terrace beyond the park, when the wide ocean 
burst on their yiew in all its majesty; and with 
a glass tliey plainly discerned the Eddystone Light- 
house, four leagues dbtant, built upon a lock, 
.which is concealed at high water, and would 
prove the destruction of a number of vessels, were 
it not for the warning (^ the light-house, wliere, in 
dark nights, great fires are kept for that purpose. 
The ingenious Mr. Winstanley, the arcfattbct who 
built the 'first light-house, perished here in 170S, 
•with several other persons, from a terrible^ hurri- 
cane, which overthrew thelHiilding,and all within 
it, into the- sea. It has sincie been destroyed by 
fire, and lias beeil rebuilt by. Mr. Smeaton, an 
engineer of the first abilities. 

From this terrace they dn'scended, through ser- 
pentine bowers of evergreens, to what is called 
Lady Damer\s Garden ; then remdunting- the hill 
by similar zig-zags to. the opposite terrace, enjoyed 
a fine view of Cawsand Bay and the adjacent 

country. 
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countryk . £nteriiig the deer park, on tie samnait 
of the bill^ thej saw a lofty parish churc^, from 
the tower of which signals are hoisted^ as it com- 
mands a widely-extended circular prospect. De- 
scending towards the house, they reached the white 
alcove^ so situated as to afford a change of. charm- 
ing prospects ; then crossing the grounds in front 
of the mansion^ they came to a battery of twenty- 
two guns, for the purpose of salutes^ Arooqgst 
various buildings erects in these striking g^ronndi^ 
the orangery is one of the most striking^ '^'V 
filled with trees, whose blossoms and rich fruit aie 
matored almost (q the perfection of warmer climistea. 

It required some resolution to tak/s leare of this 
delightful vicinity; but the hour wasfix^, and 
Mr. Franklin seldom changed his plan without 
mateipial reason. , Preferring the sea-cqiist to the 
wide, barren tract of Dartmoor, t|iey bent their 
course towards the east. The first stage was 
Totness, a very ancient town, built on the side of 
a high, rocky hill, with a fine stone bridge over 
the Dart, n river that empties itself into Dartmouth 
harbour, a spacious basin, capable of containing 
several hundred sail. A busy trade is carried on 
here with the southern parts of Europe and New- 
foundland ; besides the pilchard fishery, which is 
one of the largest in the west of England. 

Keeping along the coast, where so mild is the 

climate that the myrtle grows unsheltered, they 

cameto Torbay, a large harbour, celebrated as the 

o 2 landing-place 
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landing-place of the Prince of Orange, aften^rds 
King William the Third, in 1«88, on his glorious 
expedition of rescuing this nation from the tyran^ 
nical attempts of James the Second, his father-in- 
law, to ^ubreft our rdigion and laws. Near this 
plabe, the bo js were highly amused by seeing the 
sloops, kept at Brixfaam for the pbrpose of trawl*- 
ing, unload their cargoes of turbot, soals, plaice, 
wfaiiiing, pip^r, gurnet, and other Bsh, which are 
sent by tand-carriage to London, Bath, Bristol, 
Exeter, and dllBbrent markets. Hence the tide to 
fiketer was rendered agreeable by the rich orchard 
of ripe fruit, espedaKy apples, that line the toad- 
isidet cider being not only the heverage of the 
cottnflry, biit gr^at t^uantities of it, and of the best 
kind, are sent to all parts of the kingdom, l^be 
pieopSe are subject to a dreadfhl cholic, Wbf ch tome 
littribute to the liarsh, sour qualf^ of the cider 
commonly drank; whilst others* think that it arises 
JTrom the leaden vessels used in making it« 

Exeter, the capital of the codnty, and the prin*- 
cipaLl city for size and consequence in ihe west of 
£bgland, is very ancient, and has undergone many 
revolutions. It is supposed to have existed in the 
time of the Britons, and to have been greatly en- 
larged and improved under the Romans. It stands 
on a gradual descent on the east side of the river 
Ex, which was JTormefly navigable to the city, but 
is now so choked up with sand, that large vessels 
are obliged to unload at Topsham, a considerable 



towa a &w miles difltaot^ serving at a port i^, 
Exeter. 

On the soniflut of the bill oo which the city is 
boilty stttod the reoiaiiis of Rougenoat Castle, so 
named firona the redness of the soil : it was built be* 
fere the cooqoest^ and held out some time against 
the Norman invader. . Frooi the terraoe and walls^ 
our tcaveUersenjpyed a delightful prospect of the 
citj and surroondiog country. 

The cathedral is a large, magnificent structure; 
it was originally a monastery, and is richly deco* 
rated within. The Devon and £i;eter Hospital is 
a building of more modern date^ foaoded by Deaa 
Glark^ for the purposes of utility and benevolence* 
There is. a handsome stone bridge across the £sk, 
and a grand conduit for the supply of water* 

Exeter being the reaideace of many genteel 
families,, and the seat of an extensive foreign and 
domestic commerce, Mr. Franklin had powerful 
ioducemenls to continue there some days. Great 
quantities of coarse woollen goods, manofiictured 
in Devon, Cornwall,, and pari of Soroeisttshire, 
are sold to the merchants in Exeter, as they come 
from the loom, who have them completed for ex- 
portation to Italy,, Spain, Germany, HqUand, and 
Portugal. The necessary opemtionsfor this work- 
employ a great many hands, land coyer the bank 
of the river with dye^bousef and dxying-fri^es* 

Finding tbat.the north-weatevn side of the ^uniy 
had but few alluremeots, Mr. Fmnklin determined 

to 
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to proceed to Honiion, for the sake of seeing the 
manufiu^ure of the broadest laces in England. To 
so great perfection is the art of lace-making brought 
in this place, that point-lace is made equal to 
the foreign ibr beauty and strength. The toirn is 
large, and situated in a fertile, pleasant country, 
enriched with corn-fields, pasture-lands, and apple 
orchards. The principal street has a clear stream 
running through it, with a square dipping-place 
lo each door. 

They next visited Axminster, a clean, healthy 
place, where the different branches of the woollen 
manufacture, which is the occupation of nsost of the 
towns in this county, are carried on ; besides that of 
carpets, for which it is particularly celebrated. 

From this place Edwin sent a letter to his sisters, 
mentioning several particulars of the western coun- 
ties omitted in the namtive, which therefore claims 
insertion. ' 



EDWIN TO CATHERINE * LOUISA. 

AxminsUr. 
JiT UEAB GIBLS, 

Tub fiiee of the country differs very much, 
from the Land's End to this place, which is situated 
in the eastern corner of Devonshire. A ridge of 
bare, rugged bills, intermixed with black moors, 
runs through the midst of Cornwall: the low 
grounds between the hilk arc rendered tolerably 

fertile. 



fertile 9 by wAvmre formed of sear^and and weedii 
Ibat grow on the beach ; but, from beiog exposed 
to the sea on both stde^, the air is so loaded with 
salt particles, and the winds are so violent, that 
trees |md hedges are seldom to be seen. 

YoQ woald like very well to pass your winters 
here: the weather is generally so mild that tbe.frosts ' 
are short,, and snow seldom lies above a day or two 
upon the ground ; ami myrtles and other tender 
plants live abroad all the year. That part of De- 
vonshire that lies between Cornwall and £xeter is a 
wide, roshy, naked morass, called Dartmoor, which 
is good for little, but feeding sheep; and the same 
l^ind of country extends towards the north, which 
ioduced us to give up visiting that part of the 
county. Tbe mineral treasures of Cornwall are its 
chief riches: besides the tin-mines^ which ancient 
history informs us drew the Phenicians to traffic 
with the inhabitants, there are very valuable mines 
of copper. The hills likewise abound with lead, 
lapis calaminaris, soap-rock, porcelain clay, and 
fine rock crystal. 

The inhabitants of this remote county formerly 
spoke a distinct language, reselnbling the Welsh : 
it is now almost, forgotten, except in the names of 
places, which are strikingly different from those in 
other parts of England. 

Devonsbire was likewise famed for tin-mines, 
though now they are fallen into neglect. Crockera 
Toor, a high bill in Dartmoor Forest, was the place 

where 



wbere Cbe mioeiv uted to Msemble IMr oMit^ for 
fixing ike price el Ibe metal and settling' disrates. 
Tbk was a desolate spot for the tvanaactfon of 
bosiness, wif hoirt shelter, refreshment, or any other 
resting-plaoe than a moor-stone. 

Instead of eonvejing the produce of the oonntrjr 
in waggons and carts, the people in Devonshire use 
panniers and crooks; the first you have often seen 
on the backs of asses near London, but the latter 
seeni to be peculiar to the west: they are fi>niied 
with only four bent, heavy sticks, in the shape of a 
pannier, but the ends project over the rider's head. 
Large loads of bay and garden vegetables we have 
often seen carried in this awkward vehicle; and a 
very droll appearance they make, I assure you. 
They have another strange practice of riding in a 
prodigious laige boot of wood and leather, hung, 
instead of a stirrup, to the horse's side: these they 
call gambades. 

I think you will be pleased with some anecdotes 
we have heard of Mr. John Strange, a merchant, 
who is buried at Biddeford. In bis youth he was 
preserved in an extraordinary manner from several 
dangerous acddents, as if spared to be of use to bis 
townsmen in the awful calamity of a plague, which 
afterwards befel tbem. The mayor of the town 
abandoned his trust from fear. Mr. Strange un- 
dertook his dangerous office, and, regardless of 
his own safety, visited the sick, and saw them 
properly attended. He preserved the houses of . 

the 
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tbe deeea»ed fironr pli^ider, aod hud tjie bodies of 
the dead rcmaved immI decently inlerrad. Hia ^x* 
ertipBfi) at kagtb^ bad nearly put a stop to the 
plague ; i^ nrjiea the danger seemed abuost over* 
past, as if tkis good man bad finished the task 
assigned hinif be siqkened the last in the place and 
died. 

We had a pleasant excursion, yesterday after-, 
noon, to see Ford Abbey, now the seat of a private 
gentlenwan, Ihougb anciently a monastery : it makes 
a beautiful. appearance, as it is in perfect repair. 
Ail the wails have baUIeioeots on the top; and ii| 
the middle there is a gate-bouse, which rises like a 
tower : the wings on eacb side are sqi^are build* 
ings^and the parts between them are adorned with 
fine Gothic windows, wbicb make it look very 
venemble.. 

Devonshire has prodiioed a great aumbev of emi* 
sent men r a few of Ihe most distinguished I will 
mentMn. Six ThoiBBa Bodky, who founded the 
fiodbeian Library we so much admired at Oxford, 
aad wan aeteral timesaAbassador to foreign princes 
from Qneeo EliMlwtb, was bora at £xeter : as was 
also Peter King, who, oa account of his great merit, 
becaose lard ebiuicellor,.from being the son of a 
gioeer and diy *saltier in tkat city. Richard Hooker, 
the aulfaor of a celebrated book on Ecclesiastical 
Polity ; and Eustace Budget, an elegant writer, the 
friend of Addison, and an assistant in writing the 
Spectator, were both natives of the same neighbour- 
hood. John Davis was one of our early navigators, 
o5 and 
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and attempted to discoyer a north-west passage to 
India: he failed in that enterprise, but discovered 
Greenland, and gtkYe his name to those straits in 
North America which are called Davis* Straits. Sir 
Walter Raleigh was also a nativeof Devonshire : he 
discovered and planted the colony of Virgniia in 
North America^ introduced the use of tobacco into 
England, and performed many other memorable 
actions, but was executed on a false accusation of 
treason. His countryman, Geneml Monk, after- 
wards Duke of Albemarle, restored Charles the 
Second to the throne* Gray the poet, who wrote the 
charming fables we all admire, and other works that 
have gained him a repatation, was bom in Devrni- 
shire; and likewise the great Duke of Marlborough, 
who received Blenheim as a token of the public 
gratitude for his military achievemeats, which 
humbled the power of France, and seeuied the 
honour and consequence of Great Britain. It if 
said, that he never fought a battle which lie* did 
not gain, or besieged a town which he did not; lake. 
By this thne, I suppose, you are tired ot thia long 
list of worthies, or I could produce a great many 
more, all natives of this county. 

Though my letter is not quite so long as some I 
have written, I feel tired ; so must leave off, and 
divert myself with a walk. Adieu: most tenderly 
yours, 

EDWIN. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Ifoolktt Alaniifactttres, Duke of Monmouth^ Glastonbury 
Abbey. Miraculoiis Hawthorn, CathedraL Miss Kidder, 
Okeyffole. Mendip Hills. Batfu 

Quitting Azmioster, theytrayelled tbroogh 
a fertile ccmntry, enriched bj the laxuriant or* 
cfaaids of delieioas ripe fruit, that aurrounded 
almost every eottage and farm-house they passed, 
till they came to Taunton, a large and opulent 
town, situated in the midst of a vale,, remarkable 
for its abundant produce, called Taunton Dean, 
and watered by the river Tone, which is navigable 
from hence to the Parret, and so to Bridgewater. 
The market-place is neat and spacious. One of 
the two parish churches is adorned with a beauti* 
fal Gfotbic tower, a relic of ancient architectuiv 
¥ery common in the west. 

The woollen manufacture i» the great source of 
employment in Ihecounty of Somerset; and Taunton 
has been the centre of the trade, though now rather 
on thedteciiae. The wool used in this manafocture 
is chiefly English, and the goods are exported to 
Holland, Germany, and the south of Europe. 

The castle was once of great strength^ and was 

aa 
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an object of much contention during the civil wars, 
the townsmen taking- a very active part in favour 
of the Parliament. Charlea the Second, after he 
was restored to the throne, punished their disaffec- 
tion to his father, by demolishing the castle, and 
depriving (hem, for some years, of the charter of 
incorporation. 

After the fight of Scdgmoor, in this neighbour- 
hood, where a number of deluded people bad ap- 
peared in arms, to support the attempt of the Duke 
of MoamouUi against James the Second, Taunton 
became the scene of many bloody aad meiciless 
ejieciitioi»s^ by command of the inh.tioiaB Kirk and 
JeSeries, aggravated by circumftaaces of pecidiar 
berbafity.. 

Oa leaving TaoRtoa, it was debated wlietber they 
shouU turn towards llcheater, (the birth-place of 
Roger Ba^oB, a fi iar, whose learning and disaove- 
ries io scieace were so greal, that his coontrymen, 
oiverw helmed ia the ignorance of the thirteenth 
century, believed he was inAueoced fay the powet 
of magic,) or take the opposite diteotion lewards 
Bridgewater : they chose the latter. Bat a curi- 
osity^ naluial to young minds, led them to make a 
circuit to the conflucaee of tte. rivers Thone and 
Parret, for the sake of viewing the small isle of 
Alhelney, where the renowned Alfrad coacealed 
himiaelf, amidst its iitaccessiialie momsses, after be- 
ing defeated by the Danes. 
Followiiig the oaurse of the Parcet, the;^ advanced 

io 



to Bfid^esFtter, a pop«loiM) iMiftj ptsoe^ sUoaledi 
on ita bMkfi) at tome distaaee from the sea; but^ 
tr^ neaas of the high tidet^eojojriog the advwitage 
oft povl for yesaels of a moderate ske, whicll aoablea 
the inbabitantt to carry. o«. a Gonaidemble coaBting: 
trade to Brktoly Walei^ and GofawalL Here the 
boys taw naoy haadt employed in making bricka 
and tiiea; arid whikt Ihey were viewii^ the remark-^ 
aUy high steeple of the cbureh, were tol^ by the 
deigynton, (who^ having juat finished readings 
praycrsv was coming out of the ehaveh,) that 
Admtml Blake was bofn in this town; a man wha^ 
untied the rare quaUlies of the true patriot and the^ 
heroy and was the chief ornament of the EngUsk 
navy under OltTer CromweU. . ,/ 

Framthit place they entered a flat eonntry ; them 
traverBtng the verdant plaint ofSed^mocH*, formerly, 
the tceae of many contests between the Britont aad^ 
the Saxons^ aild atceadtiig some hills that com-*- 
manded an extensive pr^pect^ reached; the to wn^ 
and lains ef the venerable abbey of Glastonbury^ 
overhang by the vast Torr, a very high hill, crown** 
ed by an aadeat tower, that serves for a mark to 
ships at sea. This abbey, in the days of the West 
Saaoaa, was celebrated for its richeaand grandear;. 
but taoae and varions changes have- reduced it 
nearly to a heap of ruins, Ihottgh the remains are 
sufficient le show that it waa a very extensive^ 
building. The okarcb was a prodigious pile: 
great part of the walb of the chour is stiH standiog^^ 

interlaced 
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tnteriaced with creeping ivy. The only apartment 
ef this magnificent «tnictiire that is entire is the 
abbot's kitchen, an octagon stone building, with 
its roof terminating in a point. This abbey is re- 
puted to have been the bufying^place of King Af 
thur, besides many of the West Saxon monarchs. 
Ancient historians relate^ that the revenues of tbe 
monastery were very large, and the abbot lived in 
great splendour, having several hundred domestics^^ 
many of whom were noblemen's sons. Richard 
Whiting, the last of these abbots, was hanged^ by 
order of that tyrant^ Henry the Bigfath, for his hav« 
ing dared to express his feelings when the king's 
ooromissioners arrived to seize his revenues. 

In the dark ages of snperatitiou there was a haw- 
thorn tree, that the pilgrims who visited the abbey 
regarded as holy, and believed that it budded, 
blossomed, and faded, miraculously, on Christmas 
day : an opinion that arose from its being of a spe- 
cies that is scarce in Ei^land, which iowers twice 
a year ; and, in mild seasons, puts fortbits blossom 
so late as November and December. Three of 
these frees are still standing amongst the ruins, and 
invite tbe attention of the curious. 

The resort of travellers to -Glastonbury, for the 
purpose of visiting these celebrated ruins, and the 
knitting of worsffed stockings, have long been the 
chief support of the town ; but the mistaken ava* 
rice of the inhabitants, who have at times carried 
away the stone, and converted the leaden coffins to 

other 



other pnrpofies, will probably pat an end to the 
first, by destroying altogether the wrecks of this 
memorable edifice. 

Henry Fielding^ admired for his excellent noreby 
in which he displayed great knowledge of haman 
natare, was born in ibis neighboiirhood. 

It was bat sis miles to the city of Wells, sitnat- 
ed at the foot of the Mendip Hills, in a stony soil, 
full of spYings, whence it takes il« name. The 
bishoprics of Bath and Wells were distinct, till the 
reign of King Steplien, who united them, as a 
means of settling a dispute l)etween the two cities,, 
about the choice and residence of their bishops;* 
though, before that time, Wells was the episcopal 
seat, as may be seen from its magnificent cathedral 
and palace: the latter, with its walls and moat, re- 
sembles a castle. The church was at first a mo^ 
nastery, built by Ina, king of the West Saxons^ 
The front of the cathedral is grand and striking,, 
and is admired for its imageiy and carved work in 
stone, being one vast pile of statues; and it is 
adorned with a curious painted window. On one 
side of the altar stands a monument of Bishop StiR,. 
in his episcopal robes ; and on the other, the figure- 
of a young lad j looking tenderly at two urns, whose' 
affecting story made a deep impressibn on both the 
young Middletons, but especially on the affection- 
ate mind of Edwin. She was the daughter of 
Bishop Kidder, who, with his lady, was killed^ in , 
the beginning of the last century, by the falling of 

a chimney. 
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a cbimoej. Mim Kidder wa» thea bttt sixt^a ; 
jet she ivas aa mvcb a&cled by tbe m^lancboly 
end of her parents, that she lost ber aeases^nd «ooq 
after died in a state of distroclion. 

Whilst at W^Us, tbej made an excorsioii to 
Okey Hole, a cnriott eavera in tbe Meodip Hills* 
An old woman^wbo lived in a cottage at the foot of 
tiie bill, offered to conduct them into the recesses of 
tiie cavern. Having accepted ber for a gttide,^he 
equipped herself for tbe eaterpriao, with a lantern 
in <iae hand, and a bundle of casMlleg in tbe other,, 
and then led them to the summit o( ahigh crag,, by 
a narrow,, winding. path, to the entrance of the 
cave.. Heie they were desired to leave their hats 
and cover their heada wMh tbeir handkerchiefs^ 
eaob one taking^a lighted taper. 

On entering the cave, they perceived a vast 
nanrtmr of large stones, confusedly scalteifd about. 
Tbe cavern widened as they advanced} till they 
came to a flight of stops cii4 in tbe rock, leading to 
a narrow paangei where they wece shown as in- 
crusted, misshapen piece of rock, eidled the tomb 
of. the Old Witch Okey, whom the traditixNi of 
superstitious times relates to have resided kx this 
glooay abode. Arthur, div<Hrted at the idea of a 
wfitch, jua^)ed upon the prekaded grave, saying, 
he had no fear of beings that never eiaated. Tbe 
old woman wondered at his b(Mness, and gladly 
drew them away to another lAvem^ called the 
Kitoben ; then into one of immense size, dignified 

with 



wkb tbfl titte of the Chuich, ^bere tbej walked 
with dUbEMltyy fton tbe irregalaritj of Ae soal*^ 
teied flragmmits of rock on one aide, and tbe wind* 
iug of the mer Asoon the other: the sides sparkled 
with pendant spais^ infemuLed with mees^ rejecting 
various coloms from tbe light of the tapers. Tbeji 
ptoeeeded through a succession of caverns, in wbieb 
they saw many incrustations of whimsical forms,, 
named according to their fancied resemblances^ 
till tbey reached the largest area, of a ctroufau 
shape, called tbe QwtA Halt, with a roof perfectly 
smooth and even, which produces a distinct aad 
awflit echo^ thai completed the solemnify of the* 
scene. Having remained some time in tbe damp,, 
uowiudesome mv of this subterranean cavity, they 
willingly returned to tbe freshness of the open a^ 
mospbere, and deseendiog the same hill by which 
tbey reached the entrance, weieeutertained by the 
operations of a paper*miU at its base, turned by 
the water of tbe Axe, 

Whm they got back to Wells they took some 
refreshment j before they again set forward ou theic 
journey, designing to reach Bath that night Theit 
course ley across tbe- Mendip Hills, from the 
heights of which tbey descried a variety of lovely 
prospects. The surface of tbe bills, covered with 
fern and heath, and dotted with sheep and cattle,, 
formed n fine contrast with tbe distant view of the 
bishly-euUltated lands of Somerset. The soil of: 
these hHto is generalijr burvsoi but the ainerab h^ 

i^eajth^ 
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tieath it amplj ooai^it8ate that defidency. The 
lead foQBd here it said to be of the hardest kind^ 
and is generally ofcd for shot and balicts. Lapis 
calaroioaris is also abundant in some parts of them^ 
and, urben united with copper^ nmkes the mixed 
metal called brass.. Besides ooal in vast quaoUties/ 
they likewise yield copper, manganese^ bole^ and 
red ochre. 

Froiu the elevated part of one of these htlls, our 
tcarellers perceived the little town of Cbedder, on 
the borders of the Axe, &mottJB for its delicious 
cheese* Numerqoa flocks.of geese wei e feeding oa 
the heatbS) the feathers of which ace valued far their 
softness for beds ; and thdy observed maily horses 
laden with coals, for the supply of the city they 
were approaching.. 

Descending into the tevet country, they came to 
Comb Down, where they visited, the freeniioae 
quarry near Prior Park, a villa remarkaUe for its 
picturesque situation, and fine pleasure-grounds,, 
formerly belonging to Mr. Allen, oekbrnted for his 
benevolence and taste. The cavern whence the 
stone is taken is abnost three hundred jrards long, 
and ia dug out into several spacious and lufly 
apartments, supported by long pillim of atoae, 
left for that purpose. 

Ascending to an eroiaeace^ the city of Batb, with 
the beautiful adjoining country, burst upcm ibeir 
view, and excited their admiration from the in- 
comparable elegance ofila appearaope, being bailt 

entirely 
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entirdy of wbite free-sione, and rising, ^ne range 
of houses above another, to nearly the summit of 
the lofty till, on the declivity of which part of it 
stands. They entered the city, delighted with the 
regularity of the streets and the magnificence of the 
Iwuses, many of which are built in a very superior 
stjle. They found their way'without difficulty to 
the upper crescent, where Mrs. Middleton had taken 
a ready-furnished house for the winter ; their mother 
and sisters, with affectionate attention, watched 
their approach, and welcomed them at the door. 
The pleasure of being again united in the same 
happy home, warmed every bosom; cheerfulness 
and good^huniour enlivened the evening^ and pre- 
pared them for tranquil repose. 

The next morning, Mrs. Middleton and her fit* 
mily sallied forth to examine the public buildings 
of the city. The first objects that caught their at- 
tention were the splendid crescents, one below an- 
other, commanding an extensive and charming 
view of the city and distant countiy. Descending 
to the Circus, which 19 constructed with great 
symmetry and elegance, they proceeded to the 
square and principal streets, all formed with noble 
stone edifices Gneat part of tbe city stands in a 
valley, on the north bank of the Avon, and is en- 
circled by bitb, feirmiAg an amphitheatre. It is 
sorrounded by wiills, which, though slight and 
almost entire, -»«iitti4buted to the Romans, which 
led Mr. I^^Mnkltn to tell hi* craipaAioiis, that Bath 

waa 
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waa cdebrmted fi>r the medicinal vurtaes of it» na^ 
luial hoi-baths, when that people gowriied the 
Britons; and that a temple was erected to MineKva,. 
as the tutelar goddess of these springs, on the spot 
where the cathedral now stands* Al length they 
eame to the Pump Room, where the oompanj as* 
semble to bathe and drink the waters. 

There are five hot batbs^ distinguished by diffe- 
rent names. The King's Bath is sixty fi^et square,, 
and supplied by many hot springs that rise in the 
middle of it. It is adorned with the figure of aa 
ancient British king, called Bleyden the Sooth- 
sayer, having an inscription that dedatea be di8-»> 
covered the properties of these waters^ three hun- 
dred years before the birth of Christ* The Queen's 
Bath is supplied fi*om the same springs, and is 
separated from the King's only by a walk One of 
the other three is appropriated to the use of the 
poor, who come here from all parts of the king- 
dom, for relief in many afflicting disordeis. There 
is a rnjMe Infirmary, erected for their accommoda- 
tion, which is supported by the benevolent cootri-^ 
butions of the affluent.. 

From the baths they went to the Ball-Room, 
which is of a ms|;aificeDt sisee,. richly decorated 
with brilliant lustres and a stucco ceiling. Thence 
to the new assemhly-roons, the aetagon caid- 
rooms^ and tea-room^, all adevaed with taste and 
elegance, adapted to ibt festive purfiose for which 
they. Pie desired.. Momios aftec ns^ng was 

agreeably 
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agreeaiblj devoted to visiting the public buildings 
«&d {niitcqpal paits ^ Ae^ity, without 4tmiiHsii- 
ing their admiration of its beautj and splendour. 

The vast assemblage of company, of all ages and 
ranks, many of wliom come only to enjoy the con- 
stant round of diversions that this place affords, 
\vith the pleasant rides in the neighbourhood, and 
the plentiful supply of excellent provisions, con- 
f raied Mrs. Middleten in faer choice of this situa- 
tion for a few months; both as agreeable to herself 
and OBcful to her children, whom she designed to 
iDdolge with occasional excursions during her 
residence in this charming city. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Bristol, Cfudterton, Conmerce, Mamtfactuixs, Hotff^elL 
Mtndip SchooU, Mrs. Rowe, Arrangements for the 
Winter. Cheshire SaU-mines. Chester. Well <^ St. Wini- 
fred. Cotton MiHs. Lead Mines. Pamant. 

X HE city of Bristol^ from its magniinde and 
impoitance, invited the notice of Mrs. Middletoa 
and her family, as the object of their first distant 
ride. The whole dty stands on ao oneven vale, 
partly in Somerset and partly in Gloucestenhir^ 
though erected into a county of itself in the retga 
of Edward the Third. The naTigable river Avon 
runs through it, and forms the harbour; the quay 
is half a mile long, and very coromodioas. The 
houses in the old part of the town are mostly ill- 
built, of. wood and plaster, with the upper stories 
projecting till they approach each other at the top, 
the streets being generally narrow ; but there are 
several handsome parades and squares, and many 
modern improvements and new buildings of con* 
siderable elegance. The Exchange and Custom* 
House are fine structures, adapted to a commercial 
city; but so powerful is the influence of custom, 
that the merchants seldom use the former, but 
tntnsact their business in the open stieets. 

This 
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This city is sappdsed to have aoqnh-ed nearlj 
eight thousand houses since the commencement of 
the eighteenth centurj ; there are many entire streets 
elegantly built of brick and stone^ other buildings 
being prohibited by act orparliaoient; and some 
of the old isftrefets have been lately much fridened, 
particularly the avenues to the bridges. The whole 
is well lighted and paved^ and supplied with excel* 
lent water bpth fron) pumps and conduits* 

A caoal has been dug, which encloses the pa- 
risiies of St. Mary Redcliffe, St. Thomas, and Tem- 
ple, nearly in a triangle; over il there are two iron 
bridges, one of which fell down in January, 1806, 
when nearly finished, through the inattention of the 
workmen. The object of this canal is to keep a 
regular supply of water, by the assistance of dams, 
that the veasels «»ay remain afloat at low water. 

There are eighteen churches, with numerous 
pablic edifices and charitable institutions. The 
cathedral was founded in the time of King Stephen, 
And is iidorned with the statues of several of the 
kings of England. The church of St. Maiy Red- 
cliffe IB a magaificent Gothic pile. Some years 
ago^a young roan named Ohatterton pretended to 
have fouod.the manuscripts of an ancient poet, in 
an eld chest in the tower of this church, and pub- 
lished them as the works of Rowley : accident dia» 
covered the deception. The poems were admired 
as uncommon efforts of genius. Chatterton was 
the author^ bfit did not live to enjoy the laurels ho 
deserved. Extreme poverty drove this unhappy 

youth 
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>f ottth to ditsptAtf and he tborteBed Us days by 
|)oifoo. 

The merohantB Mipply eveiy artaole ef dothtng 
and maintenanoe, beBidei nunterials for buildings, to 
the inhabitatfte of the Weat ladies; and insport 
from thence sogar, nim, ootlan, and other produce. 
They likewise carry on a comnerae with every 
pwti of Europe ; and from Spain, in particnlar, Tast 
quantities of wool are imported, for the use of the 
clothiers in the netghboaring coonties. Ships 
from distant eountries crowd the port, and their 
masts along the qnay may be compared to a forest 
of trees. 

The manofactares established here^ are also veiy 
tinmeroas, which, added to the foreign commerce, 
occasion a great deid of traffic and business. The 
goods are generally conveyed on sle^gei^ fnstead 
of carts, a vehicle that is at onoe awkwmd and 
inconvenient 

Mrs. Middleton visited, at leiamie^ the glass- 
houses of crown, flinty and bottle-^ass. The bottles, 
slie found, were exported to Ireland and America,! 
jBHed with beer, cider, perry, and Bristsl water;' 
most of which, she observed to her children, had I 
employed another set of hands to prepare from the 
natural produce of the country. The copper and 
tmiss nmnufactures were next examined ; then those 
"of hard white soap, hats, saddleiy, aAtoeB^ ^^^ 
lead, gunpowder, earthen-ware, the iroo^fouodriesi 
lead works, rolling and slitting milhi^ and tin^ 
works. 

An 



Hating gained cbndderftble iiifiproveo^eiit from 
Beehtg t&e various proceiis(es ini these different arts, 
ale indafged ber finofily in irtaying a day or two iti 
the elegant vitlag^ oFCHfton, vliere ready-fhrnished 
bouses ate provided, fbr (hd'abcoinibodation of com* 
pa^ Who come to dHnk the wafers of a spring, 
dfled tM HM M^II, very efficacious in con^Sumptive 
disorders, that issnes from the steep sidie of St, Vin:« 
cM's Rock, fbrnklng'tbie north shote of the Avon. 
The y6ling people diverted tbcmselves with search- 
ing for a sott of crystal, cafled Bristol' stones, that 
are plentifiiki aniongsi these rocks, and are so clear 
and brftli^nt tfatit they res^niUe diamonds. Cathie* 
rine picked np a lar^ ptece, of nncommoh beauty,' 
whrdi' sbe reseiSred fot her cabinet; atid Ai'thur 
found a stond, Wiltf a figure upon it reseihbKng a 
snake coiled up,' thkt* h^ gave her to add to her 
collection^ 

Hearing, accidisntally, from a* lady in the puilip* 

room, thiit the auuual festiVal of the Mendip Sdhbols 

was to be held in a few days, and not being con* 

fin^d for time, Mrs. MSddleton determined to ex* 

tendber excursion a little farther, that she might be 

aspeciittdr of an institution that refiedfs far greater 

honour on the praise^wbrthj^exertiofas of Miss Han- 

njCH Mdtej (who, with unwearied diligence and 

grert ability, has civilized a large district of people, 

sunk, till tUcfu, iti a deplorable stiate of ignorance 

and immorality,) than the higb rdputatibn sJie has 

attained by her literary compositions. After procur- 

p ing 
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ing a proper iutroduction, they proceeded to the 
neighbourhood of Chedder,aad aisembled t^e next 
morning to breakfast, ^ith the rest of the guests^ 
at Miss More's house at Cowslip Green. 

The 8chool«bouse, to which they . removed, had 
been decorated by the children with wreaths and 
cbaplets of natural flowers^ Here they were met 
by a vast number of peopk.of different classes, many 
of whom were only spectators: the rest w^ie com* 
posed of the children, with their school-^mistresses; 
young womeui who received wedding presents as a 
token of good conduct; the lady patronesses; and 
the clergyman, who led the processiqn to church, 
where they were instructed by a practical discourse 
on the duties of life. It would be difficult to say, 
whether the benevolence and solicitous care of the 
patronesses, or the gratitude and orderly behaviour 
of the poor, was the most delightfol object ; both 
warmed the heart of Mrs. Middleton : she contri- 
buted a handsome sum to the institution, and took 
her leave. 

Making a circuit to Wrington, the birth-place of 
the great'Locke, one of the most profound philoso- 
phers and most excellent of men, they afterwards 
took the nearest course to Bath; and, as they were 
riding along, Mrs« Middleton related some anec- 
dotes of Mrs. Rowe, a. native of Somersetshire, 
greatly admired in the last century, for her writings, 
exemplary piety, and fine ta&te in music, painting, 
and poetry. 

The 
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The season now began to grow wioterlj, and some 
Miusertertt was necessary to divert the tedioosness 
of long evenings: Mrs. Middfeton, therefore, con- 
trived to assemble thecWIdren round the fireside, as 
soon as candles were brought in, and read to them,, 
occasionally, part of a joumaj, that she had assisted 
Catherine la drawing up,of the occnrrences of their 
jourhey from Windermere Lake to Bath. As she 
was opening the manuscript, « I miist inform you, 
by way of intrddiictioh," said she to Mr. FranHin 
and the boys, « that, during our stay at Winder- 
iftere, we formed an acquaintance with aSwiss gen- 
tleman, named Rbugemont, who bad fled with his 
only child, a lovely girl of fourteen, from the tyranny 
of the French invaders of his country, and retired 
Jo an obscure cottage on the side of a monntain, at 
a little distance from our dwelling. Struck with 
the modest deportment and simplicity of Amelia, 
as we met her in our walks, we became interested 
in hep favour; and finding she was a stranger, 
driven from her native land, pity induced me to 
show her some friendly attentions, which led to a 
familiar intercourse between the two families. The 
conversation of Mr. Rougemont, who, besides haf - 
ing travelled over most parts of Europe, had stored < 
bis mind by the study of the best authors, was a 
great acquisition in our retired sitoalion. But the . 
virtues of Amelia were ndt fully kiiown, (ill her 
father was selced wiUi a dangeisona fever, when Ihe 
tenderness of her disposition, and her filial piety as ! 
*• well 
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w»U a» fiir^tude i«eie ci|}led inta.aolion* She^neyer 
kft bb bfidtatdf) valeoB lor tfae Teffeshment of a Itttk 
diiep, oa a bed she had. made u|iou ibe floor,^in one 
por^ier. of bit chamber* She did not wait for his 
qrdersfor medioioosor nonoahment^ but watcheA 
tb? diieotion of h\$. ejfies^ faijr, nUohi sh^ gxmsfA 
wjbat ho waotod* Wheo, the ft«» caine to. the 
helgbty. bqt little expecfation. waa enteitained of hiq 
rpeoyerj; yet she never sufitDed a tear (0 escape ia 
his. preseocey leafc she should; agitato him by. her 
Qoeasiness. This, goqd daoghter was^ howeyor^ 
rswarded.bj the restoration of her beloved parent, 
to health, to which happy eyent her tendericaie 
had greatljr contribatod. Nor. did her. atleiition 
cease with .her anxiety : she is at all times a pattern 
of ready, obedience to the wishesiof her fiither. Well 
pleiised that my girls should coUiyato siiiirtiniacy 
with so bright aa example, I willingly agreed to 
the proposal of making the tone of Wales together, 
09. Mr* Rougemont had a particulajr iodination to 
explore the wild beauties of that roasantic coniiiry, 
in his way to Bath, where he intends to stay tilUbe 
sfMring. 

^ MVe directed our coarse through Lancashire, 
upon which I shall not make any remarkis, as you 
haye seen a considerable part of that county ; but 
it may he usefiil to point out a few of. the jbosI 
distinguished characters it has produced. 

^^Lelaiid, aa onineut defender df Ghriatiaoity^ 
Pr. Johf Taylor, aa admirable Scriptnifi: critic; 

stnd 
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Mdfiootli, a cebbrkled tragdoKtti/were aU natives 
of Laatdnfciee. 

<< As ^ diwciiptibA «f ivhat yoa Imve seen wotAA 
be uniDtemitilvg^ ovr jouraal sbali cimaiheQce at 
Drokwildk, ia Cbeshire, irhere ire halted for tbe 
fHsrposeof 0eeiagl4ielai^ pi«s of rocfk-sffit that ai^ 
foiisdilheie^lo a ^nsat depth beneath the surface of 
the e«rt)h. BiAng provided with a kind of frock^ 
we were ail let dowti, one bj oae, except Lovisii, 
whoae fears w«ve aot to he overconie, in a bafiJEet, 
to the bottom. Where the caritj Made by digging; 
out the salt may be osmpaied to the inside of a 
patace: the loof is cf arched crystal, and the 
tranaparent ptliars^ of the stiitie material, glitter 
wftii the ireflectioa of the hiinierous lights which 
the iviboardn itsquive to carrf on their work. Pari 
if tb« immense i^ahtities of salt proeoted frota 
this mine h exported in its erode, or native state; 
hot the rest is pHertoady {nepared far use, t>y dis- 
saWiog and bailing several times, tiH it is properly 
pntified. It may be well to remark, that natural 
salt-aprings are foaod in several other parts of Dik 
oaunty, partieularly it M »Mlewich and NjMiit)t- 
wicli, where the brine is pnttoped up Aom sfrin^^ 
whsob coofaiti the salt dissolved ih th« bti^ls of IM 
eartb^ and which is ^rocnrbd fl^om th^ brine agatai 
by hddUfig. 

Groisiag the hi^alby iMct ef D^atni^M Fonest^ 
we teaebed t^e i^noiettt city of Chesttsr, iarinerly « 
RoiniMi statiofi) iha same etebitig, hnt Im kte td 

see 
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tee any part of it that night. The construciion of 
the four principal streets is verj remaHkable; the 
houses are generally/ large, and built with tiodber; 
before them there is a kind of ooTered portico, call- 
ed rows by thfe inhabitants, even with the second 
story, in which passengers may walk from one part 
of the town to the other, without being exposed to 
the weatlier ; and at proper distances there'ace flights 
of steps to descend into the streets below. The 
cathedral and chapter-house are curious Gothic 
structures ; and the promenade on the walls of the 
city, terminating on the castle, commands many 
rich, picturesque Wews of the adjoining country. 

<< We learnt, that two fairs for the sale of Irish 
\inens are annually held here, in a public hall erect- 
ed for that purpose^ where the amount of the goods 
sold is very considerable. A number of genteel 
families reside in this city, and render the society 
agreeable. We were negated with most excellent 
cheese, an article for which this county is famous. 
Sir John Yanbrugh, a native of Cheshire, was dis- 
tinguished as a dramatic poet and an architect. 

" Rising by day-break the following morning, we 
left Chester by a long bridge thrown over the Dee, 
(which is broken into a sort of casdKle, by a ledge 
of rocks that lie across the bed of the river,) and 
presently entered the principality of Wales^ di- 
recting our course to Wrexham, the most populous 
town of Denbighshire, delightfully situated in a 
fruitful country. After admiring the church and 

its 
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its fine tower, acloraed with a profusion of orna- 
ments in the Gothic style, we went toseeajarge 
foundery, for cannon and other articles, in the neigh« 
boorbood ; but as you saw the same operations on 
a roach larger scale, in Scotland, I shall omit 
Catherine's description of thera. 

" We now approached the confines of Flint- 
shire, a small county, displaying great variety of 
soil, but the mountainous and marshy prevaiL 
The assizes are held in the neat little town of 
Mold, which lies in a hollow, surrounded by some 
rude hills. 

^' Flint, a poor place, has no attraction but the 
castle, where the unhappy King Richard the Se«- 
cond was betrayed into the hands of his rival, the 
usurper Bolingbroke. 

" Thence (o Holywell, a large town, celebrated 
on account of the Well of St. Winifred, which, in 
the days of superstition, was held sacred, and many 
miraculous cures were attributed to its virtues. 
The Countess of Richmond, mother of Henry the 
Seventh, erected the beautiful Gothic shrine that 
covers the well, and over that the chapel, now used 
as a public school. 

- '^ This extraordinary spring throws out twenty 
tuns in a minute, and descends into a deep, hollow 
vale, below the town, with such rapidity, that it 
turns a great number of cotton, brass, and copper 
mills. These manu&ctures, and its easy access ta 
the sea by means of the river Dee, which is here 

formed 
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formed into a broad estoarj, occasions a brisk 
tnide, and makes it the gmnd mart of this part of 
the country. 

<^ The cotton^mills are a most ourioos inveiituHi. 
We saw between twenty and ^nty thousand wheels 
and spindles moving with the greatest swiftness, 
and performing the operations of spinning and 
twisting the cotton, for more regularly thaa could 
be done by the human hand, without any apparent 
erase; for the wheels that set them to work are 
Without, turned by the stream. 

^^ The difficulty of clambering through the shafts 
of the lead>mine deterred us females from attempt- 
ing to examine it; but Mr. Rougemont gave os the 
following account, which I transcribed for your 
amusement. 

^^ Havi«g first put on a miner^s dress^ he seated 
himself in a boat, which conveyed him up a kiad 
of funnel, cut out of the rock : at the end of eleven 
hundred yards he came to a large natural cavern ; 
from one side of this hollow he passed ottder aa 
elegant Gothic arch, hewn through a vast bed of 
quartz (p)^ variegated with the tinges of sulpfaor 
and other minerals, which reflected the colours of 
the rainbow from the light of the workmen's torches. 
Here he was surprised by the discharge of a blasi^ 
caused by a quantity of gunpowder plugged into 
a hole bored in the rock, which being fired, teaia, 
with irresistible violence, large masses of stone from 
the mountain, and forms an opening where it is 

wanted, 
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wanted^ which no other means could effect : the 

sound was tremendous, and, being unexpected, 

terrified him extremely. In order to see the vein 

\ of lead, he was obliged to climb up several pits, 

called shafts, almost perpendicular, with only the 

I assistance of pieces of wood fixed to the sides of 

the rock. In this dismal recess, far removed firom 

the li^ht of day, and exposed to the poisonous ex* 

halations of the lead, he saw several men employed 

in procuring the ore; but they appeared insensible 

to the odseries of their eondftiiMi. Ha^yvug (ajHs- 

fied Us curtontj, lie returned by the sftam path as 

becauMk 

'^ ThB afkcsmoon of the samo d<^ we piass^ in 9 
ride to tbe pceAly ruial mansioa imUed Downivg^ 
the hahtHa^bn of tbe late Mr. Penna«t, a qmia 
Whose many vistues, extensive fcnowleclf^in milurftl 
histoyy^ and fine taste, wUl lonig be nmmb^^ 
with the public esteem. 

^^ Returning to Holywell, we slept t^^pe. T^ 
Bexi day being Sunday, we were suvpri^ 94 being 
snmiBoacd to ohnicib by a mma wiitti ^ larj^e bell, 
hung round his aeok by a leathern s^iiipii l^fi^ M^'^ 
ing upon a cudiiqn .buckted to his kne?. 

<«Here, if you plense," said Mrs. Mi44^twr 
^^ we will rest^ till a liitiire opportunity." 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

VjBit qf Clydd, Denbigh. Penmanrasi. Bridge. Conway 
Castle* hie of Anglcsca, Baron Hill, Tarys Mountain. 
' ITelsh Castles, Snowdon, Beautiful Valley, 

An the request of Arthur and Edwin, Mrs. Mid- 
dleton was not long before she obliged them with a 
continuation of Catherine's journal. ^^ As soon as 
church was over," said she, " at Holywell, we vi- 
sited the venerable remains of Baiingwerk Monas- 
tery, formerly enriched by the resort of pilgrims to 
the holy well. They are finely situated on an emi* 
nence, commanding a long perspective view of the 
Chester Channel, bordered by a fertile country and 
shady groves. 

** Thence we descended into the rich vale of 
Clydd, which excels most, places of the same size 
^.for beauty, fertility, and the number of pretty vil- 
lages that are scattered about it. It is an oval valley, 
twenty*8ix miles long, bounded by a chaip of hills, 
except towards the sea, and divided by the river 
Clydd, the banks of which are charmingly varied, 
and present many picturesque views. 

" Ruthin, a neat, well-inhabited town, formerly 
defended by a castle, of which some fragments are 

stiU 
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still to be seen, is pleasantly situated on rising 
ground, sloping to the Clydd, near the high range 
of hills that separate this vale from that of Llan** 
gollen. 

^^ The town of Denbigh makes a grand appear* , 
ance at a distance: it stands upon the declivity of a 
roeky hill, crowned by the ruins of a strong castle, 
founded in the reign of Edward the First: the 
principal gateway is a large and beautiful Gothic 
arch, over which is a statue of Henry Lacey, earl 
of Lincoln. 

^< Grossing the £lwy we reached St. Asaph, which 
ranks as a city, though it is really little more than 
a village.^ Its Gothic cathedral, however, is fine, 
and has lately been repaired. The bishop's palace 
18 a modern building, and has the advantage of 
pleasant prospects. 

" We liext passed Abergely. Near it stands 
Ahyddlan Castle, where Edward the First enacted 
the famous statute by which he regulated the go^ 
vernloent of his newly-acquired terk*itory, after he 
had subjected the Welsh. 

<^ The road now lay principally over the hills, with 
a fine sea prospect, till we wound round the moun- 
tain of Penmanross, when we caught the first view 
of the magnificent tuin of Conway Castle, backed 
by the vast mountains of Carnarvonshire. Instead 
of proceeding immediately across the ferry to Con- 
way, we made a circuit towards the south, and 
enjoyed one of the most beautiful rides that can be ' 

imagine^y 
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imagviedi towards the upper end of tlM vak, l$h^tCf 
deUghtfiill/ aitafttcd, Itf the little lowd of Ljtnrwst, 
adiai|€d for its fiae bridge : the Gentral aroh u» gb:ty 
feet wide. The builder was Inigo Jones, a fiiiBoat. 
architect^ a native 6f Wales^ At s^fne dfelAfice 
from tl)i« taWB we visited a eataraci of the river 
Weaoe^ br^eH iato »ady parte, eadi of wlueh 
larded oi pleastire }b^ ftome peculiar beautj; but 
the whole together forras a landscape at once 
phainiing and roitxitttie^ 

^^ Turniog from the banging woods and impetid* 
irig tockk'oftbe ^teritll, into the tlimpUie t^tdf 
we tfoQfn oamef to Conway, a small, confinci^ ill- 
built town, tbemgh it bail a pictureiB^ae appearance 
from a dietaAoe: It is entirely enclosed by a l%fc 
tiirreted wall^ ortiamented by twenty^siM round 
lowers, which, with three large gateways, fbrm a 
nOble appendage to the adjoining dfevstle, a fnost 
maje^tie tain, bililt by Edward th^ Fil-sA, rising 
proudly from the shelving sides of a rock, and 
washed fay the high tides of the rivei". Not con- 
tented with viewing the outside of this aneient 
sttuettfre, Ve exafmni^ the apartaotents witfaiB,otfe 
of which, called tibe Or«it Hall^ is of amazing tiftCj 
and wds, iliost likely, the scene of many festi^en* 
t^rtairfnle&b. My mother^ desirdus of giving it a 
fall efifett, dtddred a harper to attefHd tis then^, and 
to ftccommodAt^ his straiitfi tb the place: ho played 
several ttopulalr tabes, aiid brooght to her ifetneai- 
brai^eethe foltcming lines^ eirprt»s»iVe of anetent 
mhaaers: 

*' Illumioing 
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' '' lUumbioflr the vaulted roof« 
A thousand torches flam*d aloof: 
From many cups, with golden gleam. 
Sparkled the red metheglin's stream. 
To grace the gorgeoiw festital, 
Along^the lofty window'd half, 
Th« f toried tapestry was kiing ; 
With minsUelsy therafters rung. 
Of harps, that with reflected light. 
From the proud gallery glitler'd bright ; 
While gifted bards, a rival throng. 
From distant Mona, nurse of song. 
To crown the banquet's solemn close. 
Themes of British glory cliose." 

*' Between Conwaj and Bangor we passed along 
the side of the vast mountain of Penraanmawr. I 
shudder at the recolleotton. It rises nearly fourteen 
hundred feet perpendicularlj from the sea, and 
from its sides project large masses of rock, of vari** 
ous shapes, fragments of which often roll down into 
the abyss below; yet a road is cut on a shelf of this 
precipice, guarded by walls, whicb is passed in 
safety, though the rocks above, and the tremendous 
abyss below, seem to threaten instant destruction* 

^^ We next reached the little town of Bangor, 
which has an exceedingly neat appearance, and is 
pleasantly situated in a yale, sheltered by the moun- 
tains* It is a bishopric, and has a cathedral, rather 
plain than grand : the palace and deanery accord 
with it. As t!]c Welsh speak a language peculiar la 
themselves, the service is performed alternately in 
Welsh and English. 

«At 
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^^ At about (wo miles' distance, we crossed a wide 
ferry over the Menai Strait, which separates the 
isle of Anglesey from the main land. The borders 
of the Menai are finely wooded, as were other parts 
of the country when it was inhabited by the Druids, 
the terrific rites of whose religion were performed in 
the gloom of the thickest groves. Rude mounds 
and heaps of stones, supposed to b# the remains of 
their temples, are to be seen in several parts of An- 
glesey. Mason has finely described the places of 
religious worship and the functions of the Druids, 
with a scenery so well adapted to Wales, in the 
following lines, that I cannot resist the pleasure 
of inserting them : 

" Behold yon oak, 
How stern he frowns, and with his broad brown arm. 
Chills the pale plain beneath him: mark yon altar, 
The dark stream brawling round its rugged base; 
These cliffs; these yawning caverns; this wide circus. 
Skirted with unhewn stone. 
These mighty piles of magic-planted rotk. 
Thus rangM in mystic order, mark the place 
Where but at times of holiest festival 
The Druid leads his train. There dwells the seer. 
In yonder craggy cave, on which the morn 
Now sheds a side-long gleam. His brotherhood 

Possess the neighbouring cliffs 

Mine eye descries a distant range of caves, 
DeJvM in the ridges of a craggy steep; 
And this way still another. On the left, 
Reside the sages skillM in Nature's lore. 
The changeful universe, its numbers, powers, 

Studious 
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StodioosUiey measure, save when.mcilitation • 
Gives place to holy rites; then in the grove 
Each hath his rank and function. Yonder grots 
Are tenanted by bards, who nightly thence, 
Rob'd in their flowing vests of innocent while. 
Descend with harps that glitter to the moon, 
, Hymning immortal strains/* 

"As we advanced,, the country grew more open, 
till it became naked, without either trees or hedges ; 
it is, however, varied with small hills, watered by 
rivulets, and is fertile both in grass and corn. 

" BeaiiiQaris, the princip£^l town, stands on the 
Menai Frith : i( has a good port, and was formerly 
defended by a strong castle, built by Edward the 
First, still in tolerable preservation. It is surround- 
ed with a wall, guarded by round towers, at regu- 
lar distances. We were ail delighted with Baron 
Hill, the seat of Lord Bulkley, and chief ornament 
of this neighbourhood : it rises from a swelling; 
laivn, in the midst of a thick grove, and commands, 
the whole range of the Carnarvonshire mountains.^ 
The principal approach to the mansion is through^ 
pari of the ruins of the castle, which adds to the^ 
effect of the rude grandeur of the surrounding. 
prospects. 

** Proceeding to the extremity of the isle, we 
observed that the face of the country was generally^ 
rugged and ill-cultivated, that there were but few 
rillages, and that the peasants had an air of great^ 

« The 
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<^ The harbour at Hcrijrhead, which » but a poor 
town, is well sheltered by the vast preciptoe above 
the sea, hollowed by caverns, and fVeqnented bj 
falcons and sea-foivL This is tlie station for the 
packets to Ireland. We saw one of them entering 
the port, just as we set off fipf the ffimotts copper- 
mine on Parys Mountain, supposed to be one of 
ike largest beds of ore of thai ouftal in the world. 
It is not wrought in the common manner of sub- 
terraneous mines, but bpen, like a stone qua^y, 
which afforded us aa opportunity of seeii^ the 
different operations, without the disagveeable cere* 
mony of being let down ia a tmdtet. The quantity 
of ore that it yields is prodigious, and the treasure 
to the proprietors almost inexhaustible. The mine 
is a mile in circumference, and employs about thir* 
teen hundred men in digging, smelting, and refin- 
ing the copper. The numberless caverns perforated 
in the side of the mountain, the various occupations 
of the labourers, the ascent and descent of ianu* 
merable baskets filled with the ore, and the repealed 
echo of the blasts of gunpowder to force it from the 
rock, afforded a scene at once so new and striking, 
as to leave a deep impression upon omr miods. 
Besides Copper, this mountain yields a lead ore rich 
in silver; and the vitriolic water changes the colour 
of steel or iron, if dipped in it, to that of copper. 

*' We were so long- detained at the mine, that we 
were obliged (o sleep at Newborough, a poor place, 
chiefly supported by a manufacture of mats and 

ropes, 



fopet^ m«(dis o^lbe 9ea*weed gctws which binds 
together tbe iwsidjr bills on the coast. Here we 
could g9l n^Uii^g for eopper hot pickled piiffiiHi, « 
bird th^ firsqueats (be ooasty ftod ofteo bieeds ia 
the rabbit bllfrQW^• 

^' The next vMinKiag weivare again fenied over 
the Menai Strait to Caroarvoo, a feasant, wall* 
built town, that carries on a consideEable trade b/ 
sea, with Irohodasid the principal English porta. 
We waliied apoii.the beoad tem^ee that accxnapa** 
nies the walls, commanding delightful prospects; 
and as the acconprnodattons ibr sea-bathing are ex* 
cellont, enjayfid a dip in the sea befet e we visited the 
reiaitfkably grand castle erectedhere by JSdward the 
First : it is of the fioest Grothic asdiMecture, and is 
faced with a bright, d arable stone. In one of the 
towen, the goide showed as a chamber, in which| 
he said, that Edward.the Second, the first Prince 
of Wales, was born« j 

«' The many stalely castles, erected ia Wales by 
£dwaid the First, show that he was determitted to 
preserve by ibtoe what he had attained by injostice. 
He made war npoo the Welsh, on the frivoloas pne*> 
tenoe of their monarch's, Lewellyn, lefusing to do 
hooiage; and. in the coarse of a few years entirely 
conqaered ihe.oo«intry, and annexed the principalis 
to bis own dottiplons. 

" The weather proving stoi^ny and wet, deter^- 
mined the female part of our company to remain at 
Carnarvon; whilst Mr* Roogemont, on a little 

Welsh 
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Welsh poney, made an excursion to the extreme 
point of the county, that forms one horn of the 
great Bay of Cardigan. On his return, he told^us 
that we had not missed a great deal, except some 
fine views, as the tract of country is generally bar- 
ren, and ill inhabited : the surface is mostly flat, 
but studded with small rocky hills. 

• '* Polwhelli, a poor town, has a tolerable port 
and some trade. The shores abound with fish, par- 
4icularly lobsters, on which he regaled more than 
once. 

• "Our next enterprise was to explore some of the 
'wooders of Snowdon, one of the most lofty moun- 
lains of Wales ; but we were much interrupted in 
our design by a succession of storms, that occur fre- 
quently in this climate. Twice we attempted to 
reach the Lake Llanberis, but in vain. We there- 
fore went through the pass of Bethkelert, and enter- 
ing the great defile of the mountains, soon came in 
sight of a cataract, called Ys-Gwyrfa. We then 
passed a range of stupendous mountains, with bar* 
barous names, with a mixture of awe afid astonish- 
ment, presenting us with a variety of sublime ob- 
jects, till our eye reached a valleyj which afforded] 
an opening that discovered the lofty peak of Saow- 
lion, towering high above the rest. As we ad- 
vanced to the grand passof Pont Aberglassyn, the 
wild aspect and majestic appearance of the country 
increased. 

^^ The Vast ridges of mountaiiui terminating at 

this 
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this place in a perpendicular range of rocks, im- 
pend over a deep hollow, througli which the tor- 
rent thai dividj» the counties of Carnarvon and 
Merioneth, tumbles with savage impetuosity. The 
rapidity of the stfeam is augmented by the contri- 
bution of incessant cataracts, that issue from th^ 
fissures in the mountains, and add to the sublimity 
of the whole, by the roaring of their waters as they 
dash against the rocks. A few straggling sheep and 
goats are the only inhabitants of this wild district. 
We felt as if we were cut off from the whole world, 
till the beautiful little valley of Festiniog opened 
upon our view, and we enjoyed the hospitality of 
the good innkeeper. and his wife^ at the small inn of 
Tan y Bwlcb, charmingly situated in the midst of 
it, with double relish, fromthe savage dreariness of 
the country we had just passed. The river Drwydd 
winds through this enchanting vale; and high ion 
a terrace, shaded by a profusion of spreading 
groves, stands a handsome mansion, that would be 
a delightful residence, were it not secluded from 
all society. 

^^ We could not leave this neighbourhood without 
a visit to the.Rhaidr Du, or Black Cataract. This 
torrent precipitates itself from the recess of a nar- 
row glen, dashing over a high precipice of dark 
rocks^ shaded with a thick wood. We saw several 
other remarkable oitaracts within a small distance, 
each beautiful and grand, though differing, in situ- 
ation and aurioonding scenery, from each other* 

« The 
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<<Tlie approaeh to Harfeeb, 4he cbief town of 
Mierioat ttaabfie, » bj a nrciy «tec|» road : «ii triegv* 
lar itreei of mtaerabk cottages eoaposBi the town : 
bot theeoBqueror ofche Wekh has left faereanother 
caflUe, thut was (ormeAy a place ef great stiengtb : 
tfieotttward ease is stiU alnast enliffe, and forms a 
nery {^«MBq«ie object, beiag seated oa an OBceed- 
ingly high rock, prcgcoliog over the Irish sea, with 
a oasoade tamUtng iraai the sassnut Frooi one of 
the rouad towers which gaard the cornera of the 
s^Mre castle, we had a suUine prospeet of a 
Tiolent seastorm, without being ^Xfiosed to dagger. 
The wind blew a hurricane, the lain fell in tmrients, 
and the sea raged teno^pestooaslj. The sceae was 
inexpressibly grand, and affected oar minds with 
a detep. sense of the p<^wer of that mighij^ Beings 
irho^ with equal ease, raises the storm or allajfs its 
fury. 

^* A calm momtag presented us with a very dif- 
ferent view of the same objects* The sim rose bril- 
liaotly; and the bosons of the wide oceaa was 
scarcely ruffled. We renewed our journey to. 
wards the noUe cascade of DoUyiaylly h, whene the 
Gamlan, rushing dowa a rapid slope, ihHs, in a 
perpendicular cataract, over the shelving side of aa 
immense rock, foaming in a brokeo, impetuous 
torrent, along the valley beneath. 

>^ Proceeding, through a motmtMfleiis tract, we 
reached Dolgelly, a osean towh, sil«ated at the 
base of the mighty iCader Idri^ amomitaia tafcrior 

to 
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to none in Wales but Snowdon. The inhabitants 
of the neighbouring villages manu&cture Welsh 
flannels, which are sold at the fairs of this little 
town* 

<^ The ascent tathe mouMainwas too difficult 
for us; but Mr. Rougiemont, accustomed to the 
steep precipices of Swisserland, was not so easily 
deterred from attempting it/' ^^ His account of 
the expedition,^' said Mrs. Middleton, ^< must be 
deferred till our next reading." 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

i/r . Rotigetnonfs Ascent of Coder Idrit. SeorbaiftU^ Places, 
hiliabitants. Shrewsbury. Hawkestaru^ Colebrook Dale. 
Fine Seats. ' Lady Uttletoh. 'Ma7ii{factures. Great Men. 
Comus. ThefTye, 

" Mr. ROUGEMONT procured a guide, an^ 
being accuslomed to the precipices and declivities 
of his own country, surmounted difficulties, with 
tolerable ease, that would have been thought veiy 
serious by an Englishman. 

^^ Leaving the usual path, he and the guiJe came 
to a torrent that rushes down the southern side of 
the mountain, and forms in its course a succession 
of beautiful cascades. Clambering up steep rocks, 
they reached the vale whence it springs : here they 
began tobeenclosed bj the lofly precipices of Cader 
Idris, a wild solitude, interrupted chiefly by the 
skipping of goats from one crag to another, which 
can be caught only by cur dogs, who worry them 
till they are so fatigued they can go no further. 
The guide, who was fond of hunting the mouu- 
tciin foxes, pointed out their rocky coverts, and 
described the manner of pursuing them on foot, 
with horns and dogs, which, with the hallooing of 

the 



the sportsmen, letouodiog from the ecboev ^mo^gsl. 
the pcecipices^ must resemble the stag-hunt lyei^r the 
lake of Killarnr)r^ that Arthur mentioned in one 
of bis letters. 

^< following (lie, guide, Mr» Rougement came 
next to a deep, hollow valley, enclosed by hug€ 
Tocksof porphyry and. steep black precipices, con- 
taining an extensive lake of unfathomable depth, 
filled with large trout. After passing a vast crag, 
that seemed detached from the rock, he began to 
climb the western summit, a height of six hundred 
feet, so steep and slippery, that he was in continual . 
danger of falling, which was increased by casting 
his eyes below on craggy rocks, perpendicular pre- 
cipices, and an unfathomable lake* Fortunately, 
the weather continued clear, and rewarded him for 
his toil, by displaying a most unbounded prospect. 
To the north-west he beheld Ireland, which re- 
lembled amistoftheocean: a little to the right, 
the heights of Snowdon, and the other mountains 
>f Carnarvonshire : further on he saw the Isle of 
Han, part of Cheshire, Wrexham, and the borders . 
>f Shropshire, with the sharp peak of the Wrekin, 
ind the winding ridge of the Clee Hills : to the 
ioutb, the district of South Wales; and to the 
westward, the vast prospect of the Bristol Chan* 
tel, enriched with a number of vessels. Here he 
sated himself, reviewing the vast extent of sea and 
ind on all sides, and partaking with the guide 
>iiie refreshment they had carried in a knapsack, 

till 



tm the dedkie^of ilie gM wurtied Uin of t&cf iM6^ 
•My ttf retttmmg, lAhrfiig cho^jr a dHltcttt j^Cb, 
that hemi^ nerd fully gnSff bb cttrioHity. 

<^ Before be descended, be examined th^ highest 
peak oPfhe mounfaift, called' FeUto' y Cadin', aed 
passed the saddle of the giant IdrU, tixM Whom the 
mountain receives it!d name. Theboiflomofthishol* 
lewis filled With a beatitffbl lak^. Her^begafiiered 
alpine gtassrs, and p}ck<^ up b^ufifnl pieeeSr of 
spai<, ^hich we htive pireserved witli c^tl^. The 
cold at this spot was piercing. After sie6ing= seve-* 
ral other lakes, the deseeat was reildlcired' vi^ry in* 
cenyenient by a number of ya^t loose stbtt^^, and 
fragments of rock, of diffetent sites and shapes. 
Fatigned with his laborious excnr&ifon, he was glad 
to see the inn, and spent the remahideir of the 
. evening in answering our questiomi^ and rdlatfug 
the occnrrehoes of the day. 

"it wotdd'haTe been wasting our time to have 
staid within doors whilst Mr. Rbugefment wa^ ab- 
sent, therefore we took a ride to Barmouth, a sea* 
bathing place, situated under a pnodigibus rock, the 
houses standing bn terraces, on^ abdve another, as 
high as they can go. There happened tbat day to 
be a public breakfast and a little dantde, accom- 
panted with the barp : wejoined the company, who 
were collected fr6m distant parts, and returned to 
D^gelly in time to meet onr friend. 

"The neit day w6 again set ibkrward, and pacing 
Mochynlleth, where Owen Olenfdbwer assembled a 

parliament^ 
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pariiAideDt, soon reached ibebeautiiiil baaksoCthe 
navigable Dory^ Where we were much eDtertaiiied 
bj the singular boats, called corades, used here by 
the fiaheniiea. They were eotBoioa in very anoiertC 
tinaes, when the wkker-worfc, of which they hte 
madey Iras covered with the skins of animtiky sa^p* 
plied OQW by coarse canvas. These little botails 
are made to hold only one person, and are so light, 
that tiie 9itneff carrti^ them home upon his baek. 
It is G!itTio«s t0 tee. how deveriy the fisb^nen^ 
who im aooHBtemed to them, asanage the f>addle 
with their right hand^ the net witb the left^. and 
hold the line bdongihg to tt at the same time wiUi 
theis teethw 

^' We oontioiied oar jouro^y, skiitiag the base 
of the oughty Plynliniflson, towards MontgOHiery ; 
the hiBy tracts are chiefly sheep-walks ; the shep- 
herds drite the iBocks to the lowlands in winter^ 
wliere ih^y dtetter them from the iacleaency of 
the wealben The poor people are chiefly em^ 
ployed ID ntanufiictttring their wool into flannels, 
which form the principal part of the woroen^s 
dress. They all wear a petticoat iteade of striped 
bloe and white flannel ; and a bed-gown with loose, 
sleeves^ of the same material, but of a brown co- 
lour ; a broad handkerchief, or a long blue cloak, 
if the weather is cold, covers the neck and shoul- 
ders ; and the head is dressed in a neat mob cap, 
and a black beaver hat, like those worn by the 
men, which becomes the pretty Welsh girls, who 

Q have 
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have sparkling, dark eyes, white teeth, and ruddy 
complexions. They are generally well made, and 
are remarkable for well-lurned bands and arms. 
The met! wear a jacket, waistcoat, ^and -breeches 
of flannel, open at the knees, which showaflam^ 
ing scarlet garter. The poor females seldom are 
indulged with shoes and stockings, except on holi- 
days. 

^^ The town of Montgomery has the adrantage of 
a very picturesque situation, jrith its ruined castle 
towering above it on an exceedingly high rock. 

*^ We coasted along the river Severn, which rises 
in the huge mountain of Plynlimmbn,and winding 
across the southern side of Montgomery^htte, con- 
ducted us to Shrewsbury, the great frontier town of 
England, standingon a beautiful peninsula, formed 
by the river, which abounds with a variety offish^ 
particularly salmon. It is large and well built, and 
has several churches. There are two noble hospi- 
tals, and a handsome modern town*balL The work* 
house deserves to be particularly mentioned, as 
having the best regulations of any in England, it 
was, indeed, pleasing to observe the cheerfulness 
and comfort of the old people, as well as the neatness 
aad industry of the young, who are early taught 
to support themselves by their 6wn hands. 

*' There was, some years ago, an old Welsh 
bridge, adorned with the statue of Llewellyn^ the 
last prince of North Wales, but it is now rebuilt 
in a much more elegant style. We were charmed 

with 
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ivilh (he Quarry Walk, which is oftea fall of 
genteel compaay, Sbrewsburj being the wjoter re- 
sidence of the gentry from a considerable distance* 
The castle has been repaired and modernised : the 
prospect from its mount is rich and varied. This 
is the chief mart for the Welsh woollens, which 
are brought here and exported to America and 
Flanders. Amongst a variety of good things, the 
brawa is excellent, and sent to many distant parts. 
Though English is generally spoken in this town, 
there is a g«eat mixture of Welsh, on a market 
day, amongst the lower classes. Or. Burneyj oeie* 
bmted for his History of Music, was a native of this 
town. We took a walk to Battlefield, about three 
miles distant, as being memorable for the defeat of 
Henry Percy, sumamed Hotspur, by Hepry the 
Fourth. 

^' We spent several hours very agreeably in a visit 
to Hawkestone, the delightful seat of Six Richard 
Hill. It appears more beautiful from the wildness 
of the waste in which it stands : rich lawns, inter- 
mixed with high hills, clothed to the sunnnit with 
tbefoliage of different trees, through which appear 
masses of red rock, form a delightful contrast. On 
one of these are seen the fragments of a castle : in 
ascending another we were led through a dark, sub- 
terraneous passage^ into a spacious cavern, highly 
arched, and adorned with painted glass, forming a 
most beautiful grotto. Louisa was so charmed, 
that we could hardly draw her from this retreat, 

Q s tin 
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till the opening of the folding doors presented us 
with new objects, displaying a most eochnnling 
jind mried landscape, it is endless to describe all 
the particular beauties of these pleasure-grounds; 
I shall, therefore, only add, that the park, embel- 
lidied with a fine sheet of water, renders the whole 
•complete. 

'^ LeaTing the neighbourhood of Shrewsbury, we 
were next amused with the vast inm-works carried 
on in Colebrook Dale, which of itsrif is a romantic 
situation, being a winding glen watered by the Se*- 
vero, enclosed between two immense hills, which 
break into various forms, being all thickly toveired, 
and composing most beautifal sheets of banging 
woods. I cannot attempt to describe the noise of 
the forges, the rattling of the mills, the strokes of 
the hammers, and the rest of the vast niachioery* 
A bridge, entirely made of cast iron, is thrown over 
the riTSff, and accords with the gloomy add romantic 
appearance of furnaces and kilns issuing out flames 
and smoke. In this place we were likewise shown 
» a spring of fossil tar; besides which, they have 
erected a work for obtaining a substance possessing 
the same qualities, from the condensed smoke of 
pit-coal. 

** From hence we went to Wenlock, remarkable 
for its quarries of iime<>Btone. In the time of the 
Saxons there was a nunnery in (his town, which fell 
to decay, and an abbey was erected in its stead : 
this also is now in ruins, but its remains show that 
it was a spacious, beautiful buildings 

"Near 
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^Near BridgenoHli stand Boscobel Hoiue and 
Grovey where Cbarieo the Second waft concealed,, 
after his defeat at Worcester. The king eluded 
the search of a troop of horse, bj hiding himself in 
an oak tree, which, in memorj^ of this event, has- 
been enclosed with a wall. 

^^Jtfr. Roogemont being desirous of seeing the 
Leasowes and Hagley, two fine seats at no very great 
distance, we directed our course first to the Lea« 
sowes, which was the fayourite retreat of William 
Shenstone, a pastoral poet, who was equally suc" 
cessfttl in describing and improving the beauties of 
nature. 

^We entered at the priory gate, which, by a 
narrow path, conducted us along a stream, formed 
by a cascade from the side of a hill, to the Root 
House, formed in a rustic manner, and afibrding a 
view €t the waterfall thai has a fine efibet. As we 
proceeded along a corn-field, on the brow of a hill, 
we were charmed with a lovely prospect, which, 
as we ascended to the top, presented us with a view 
of Hagley, the Wrekin, and a riohly variegated 
country. 

" The Lovers' Walk is enclosed with wood, and 
leads to a piece of water, succeeded by a long 
avenue that forms the entrance to the Temple of 
Pan. After a small descent, we rested on a seat 
inscribed to Lord Ly ttleton, overlooking a pleasing 
prospect, FroA thence we descended into a glen, 
where stands Vii^iFs obelisk, surrounded with 
trees, and watered by a transparent stream, which 

runs 
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rani rapidly beheatb, mnrmuring as it flows. At 
a small distance is another monnmentj^ erected to 
the memory of Thomson. Some of the inscriptions- 
on the ornamental baildings in these plantations 
are very pretty, and harmonisee with theembeliish- 
ments and rural scenery of the place. 

<^Our next visit was to the mansion of Lord Lyt- 
telton, called Hagley . It is spacious, and fitted up 
with the greatest taste. The apartments are deco- 
rated with a fine collection of pictures^ many ofthem 
portraits of great men*. The library is filled with 
the choicest books, and ornamented with the busts 
and pictures of several celebrated poets. The 
church, though the nearest building to the house, 
is entirely concealed from it by the shades of a thick 
wood. We beheld with veneration and esteem the 
monuments of the good Jjord Lyftelton and of his 
beloved Lucy, whose character he dVew in the fol- 
lowing beautiful lines : 

" Made to engage all hearts, and charm all eyes : 
Tho* meek, magnanimous; tho' witty, wise; 
Polite, as all her life in courts had been. 
Yet good, as she the world bad never seen ; 
The noble fire of an exalted mind. 
With gentlest female tenderness combined. 
Her speech was the melodious vgice of lover 
Her song the warbling of the vernal grove; . 
Her eloquence was sweeter than her song, , 
Soft as her heart, and as her reason strong ; 
Her form each beauty of her mind expressed, 
11^ nlind was virtue, by the Graces drcss'd." 

« Having 
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^\ H^'ving seen, the chorcb, we examfDed tb« 
f roundS) which are laid out with great t^ste, and'> 
embellished with temples^ obelisks^.&c. The sCilL 
and shady retreat, inscribed to Quiet and the Muses^. 
is well adapted to tranquillize the mindand spirits^, 
and has an effect more easilj^ felt than described. 

^< Mr.. Rougemont still urging my mother to 
proceed as far as Worcester, before we turned 
back towards South Wales,, whither she had pro* 
mised to accompany. him,,she consented.. It is an 
ancient, venerable city, and wa& renowned both in 
the days of the Romans and Saxons; and here 
Cfomwell, in 1651, obtained what he called his 
crowning victory over the Scotch army, which had 
marched into £ngland for the purpose of placing 
Charles the Second on the throne. Some of the 
streets are wide and well built, and there are many 
noble edifices, particularly the cathedral, which is 
in the Gothic style. It contains the ashes of King 
John, whose ill conduct afforded the qieans of 
obtaining some of the dearest privileges of English- 
men. 

^< Having seen the principal parts of the town, 
we examined the manufactures: that of porcelain 
is extremely entertaining, as so many different 
processes are required in forming the stony mate- 
rials into vases, cups, bowls,, and a hundred other 
things : the painting on some of them is very beau- 
tiful, and the forms elegant. The weaving of car- 
pets, is also ingenious: to us the looms seemed all 

perplexity,. 
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perplexity, bnt the workmen managed the tliveadsy 
that appeared to m entangled, with great ease, and 
produce a variet/ of handsome patterns. A great 
man J hands are likewise employed in making wool- 
len stufis and gloves. The great Lord Somers, one 
of the most learned lawyers, one of the greatest 
statesmen and most disinterested patriots England 
has to boast, was born in this city. Bishop Bonner, 
who was as distinguished for h is bigotry and cruelty, 
in burning the Protestants, in the reign of Qoeea 
Mary, was a native of Worcestershire : as was But- 
ler, author of Hndibras; Derham, a pious philo- 
sopher; and Baskerville, whose fine types and im- 
provements in printing are generally admired. 

^Having examined the principal curiosities in 
this city, we bent our course to Ludlow, on the bor- 
ders of Herefordshire^ for the sake of seeing the ruins 
of its magnificent castle, where Arthur, Prince of 
Wales, eldest son of Henry the Seventh, held his 
court. It has since been celebrated as the scene of 
the masque of Comus, a charming drama, written 
by Milton, who composed it for the family of the 
Earl of Bridgewater ; and some of bis children per- 
formed it in this castle. . It seems to have been a 
favourite haunt of genius; for it is said that Butler 
likewise wrote a considerable part of bis humorems 
poem, called Hudibras, here. 

•* Having gratified our curiosity at Ludlow, we 
entered Radnorshire, and passing Presteign, a neat, 
wdl-inhabited town, in the midst of a rich valley, 

we 
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we came to the fall of the Wje, near the village 
of Rhaidikr-Growj. So many catamcte have al- 
roadj been desoribed, that it is difficult to find ex- 
pressiona anitaUe to the subject, without repeating 
the same words. It is a di&reot thing to see them : 
they are varied by a thousand peculiarities, that give 
to each its own beauty. That of the Wye is charm- 
ing, forming in its course whirlpools, eddies, and 
small cascades, as it flows over its rocky bottom. 
The winding course of the river, (he green meadows 
that form its border, enlivened by the neat white- 
washed cottages of Rhaiddar, and the dark moun- 
tains that surround it, formed a landscape highly 
pleasing and uncommon. The north-western corner 
of Radnorshire is an almost impassable desert ; but 
it is remarkable for having been the retreat of the 
British king, Yortigern, after he had felt the fatal 
consequences of his imprudence, in calling the 
Saxons to his assistance. 

^ Following the course of the Wye, which mean- 
ders through a pleasant country, we reached the 
small, neat town of Builth, and, as it was late, took 
the best accommodation the place afforded. 

<^The next day we renewed our route through 
a delightful country, varied with bill and dale, 
woods and oorn^fielda, to the banks of the Tiwy, 
a rii^ei which runs in a broad, clear stream, be- 
tween the sloping hills fringed with trees. The 
romantic rnina of Lilgarran Caatle^ standing on a 
lofty, barren rock, is a striking object by the way. 
Q 5 A handsome 
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A handsome stone bridge over the river, led us to 
Cardigan, a tolerable town, favourably situated 
upon a gentle eminence. The tin«works in this 
neighbourhood afforded us much entertainment; 
the bustle, noise, and activity of the workmen, 
fbrming a contrast with the tranquillity of the rural 
scenes we had lately enjoyed. 

^^ We had not much teroptation to stay at either 
Newport or Fisguard, the accommodations being 
very indifferent ; but we examined the sepulchres, 
-or altars, for I do not know wbicit> to call them, 
belonging to the Druids, near Newport. 

^ The coast to St. David's is mountainons, with 
steep perpendicular cliffs. The road moiltly winds 
near the shore, and, in many parts, the Irish hills are 
visible. St. David's is a city and bishopric, but 
notwithstanding is a very mean place. The palace 
was built in the reign of Edward the Third, and, 
judging from the ruins, it must have been of im- 
mense size. The walls of the mpartroents are still 
remaining, and some of them of vast magnitude. 
The decorations of the cathedral are in a majestic 
style: several ancient monuments 'are to beseea 
amongst the ruined chapels ; the tomb of Edmund, 
earl of Richmond, father of Henry the Seventh, is 
one of them; and near it is the tomb of Owen 
Tudor. Whilst we were walking in the church- 
yard, we bbterved a young woman mourn fully 
employed in deeorating the grave of her lover 

vritk 
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with garlands of flowers and evergreens, a castom 
verjr general amongst the Welsh. 

^ From St. David's we coasted round St. Bride'a 
Bay to Haverfordwest, where we remained a few 
days. 

^^ The Bay of St. Bride i» a spacions basin, filled 
with crystal water, and begirt on every side, except 
where it opens to the main ocean, with rocks, pro- 
montories, and mountains; the coves and bays that 
are formed by these projections give a charming 
variety to the scene; The vessels seemed to glide 
on the smooth' surfhce of the water; some with 
Ifaeir tall masts entering the port, whilst others, 
peeping at a distance behind the lofty rocks^, 
stretched their white sails to distant countries. ^ 
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CHAP. XXX. 

HaxKrfbrdwest. ffeUh ff^omen. Towns. Merlin. Abbey. 
PoniyPridd. Duke Robert. Caerlem. King Arthur. 

" Haverfordwest is one of the most sin. 

gular and pretty pluces I ever saw. The houses 
are so white, that it na; be conpared to a town 
byilt with cards oa the side of a hill ; for the verj 
roofs are white, and not a cbimiiej discoloored 
with smoke, which is owing to the nature of the 
coals they burn. The declivity of the hill on which 
it stands is so steep, that the back windows of the 
ground floors in one street, frequently overlook the 
roofs of the houses in another. The situation is 
charming, and it has a number of pleasant walks in 
the neighbourhood : that called the Parade, winds 
over the brow of a high hill, and commands a 
view of the most venerable ruins of a priory, stand- 
ing in the valley beneath. 

" We went to see the remains of a Druid^s town, 
at a few miles' distance, supposed to have been the 
general resort of the Irish Druids, who paid an an- 
nual visit to the island of Great Britain, for the 
purpose of celebrating some religious solemnity. 



<< The market at Ha?eifordw«st is large^ asd the 
supply of pvoviflbns, fine fifih especially) abamlant. 
The couirtrywoiiiea always dome to market on 
horseback : nearly two bandred women, in Mae 
cloth jackets and petticoats, with bladL beaver bats, 
on horseback, (and that frequently happens on a 
intrket-day,) is a droll sight. Most of the cails are 
drawn by oxen, and sometimes oxen and horses ate 
used together in the sai«ie team. The cottagers in 
Wales seem cbeerful and comfortable : beggars are 
seldom to be seen. Most of the cottages are milk 
while, which, intermixed with green trees, has a 
very lively appearance. 

^^ During oor stay at Haverfordwest, we made an 
excursion to Milford Haven, which is said to be ca* 
pable of coiftaiaiog the whole British navy, secure 
from every wind. The coasts are broken by several 
harbours and creeks; they are rather flat, and void 
of those ragged rocks we have so ranch admired in 
other places. The shores abound with sheiis and 
marine plants; and the bay yields great quantities 
of oysters. Here landed the Earl of Richmond^ 
afterwards H^nry the Seventh, on his enterprise 
againsit Richard the Third. 

<« We next visited Pembroke, situated on a creek 
of thh bay. Tbs town stands on the ridge of ai long^ 
narmw toek ^ and on its highest point is the castle, 
at the briik of the precipice. The principal tower 
of tbia fortress is uncommonly high and perfect; in 
fofoaeV days it wai conridertd as a place of great 

strength^ 
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the fiite of the Wekb, and reduced the country to 
an English proviaoe. 

*^ On setting out again^ we crossed the drear; 
mountain of Bettus, and in our way examined the 
cataract of Cledaugh, near the forges of Melincourt. 
At the extremity of a wide, gloomy chasm, a black 
perpendicular rock, about a hundred and fifty feet 
high, forms part of a large circle ; through the 
midst of this arch rushes down the Cledaugh in one 
mighty sheet, without a single break, into the basin 
below. Here it rolls amongst the irregular crags, 
and rages down a deep descent, till it falls into the 
gentle Neath. The deep shade of large trees that 
spread their branches over it, add greatly to the 
beauty of this fell. 

" The vale of Neath is full of natural wonders, of 
which the Bwa-Maen is one of the most extraordi- 
nary. It is a huge mass of rock,* projecting itself 
from the parent mountain, ninety or a hundred feet 
high, and about seventy broad, in the form of an 
arch, with a fiat surface, beautifully ornamented 
with a wonderful variety of trees ^nd shrubs — oaks^ 
ashes, elms, hollies, hawthorns, ivy, and nKMses, 
forming a secure abode for a great number of 
ravens, jackdaws, and hawks. * 

*< The town of Neath stands on the banks of a 
river of the same name, in an extensive valley, and, 
like most of the Welsh towns, was formerly defend- 
ed by a castle. We saw the fragments of the nh^ 
bey about a mile below the town, consisting of 

several 
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several arches, a long vaolted roooi) and a line of 
pillars. This part of Glamorganshire abounds 
in vast copper- works, iron-forges, tin-works, and 
coal-mines ; and the vallejs are rich in corn and 
pasture-lands. Most of the houses, walls, and 
cottages, are white-washed, which looks neat and 
prettj. 

^^ After passing the Neath, and riding a few miles 
along the beach, we were ferried over the Towy 
to Swansea. It makes a handsome appearance, 
from the^advantage of standing on a semicircular 
rising bank above the river. The streets are wide^ 
and it is full of people, having aa extensive trade in 
coals, pottery, and copper. The view of the bay is 
beautiful, and the shore so commodious for bathing, 
that a number of visitors resort here in the summer. 

^^ The noble abbey of Margam, belonging to the 
Talbot family, was the next object of attention after 
leaving Swansea. The chapter-house is an elegant 
Gothic building, sheltered by a high hill covered 
with wood : its vaulted stone roof is supported by a 
single pillar in the centre. The orangery is much 
admired for its large trees, richly laden with golden 
fruit, as well as the elegance of the building. 

^* Leaving the town of Bridgea^ to the right, we 
passed through a country abounding in romantic 
situations and picturesque views, thickly studded 
with ancient castles, to Caerphilly, a place situated 
in a broad valley, bounded by dark, barren moun«- 
tains. The castle displays a stupendous heap of 
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TuioSy extendtngi as the guide told us, a mile and 3» 
quarter in circuroference. We could not look at 
the hanging tower without fear of its ialling npon 
us; it is a huge round building, apparently torn 
from its foundation by some vast military engine, 
and remains immovably fixed, though leaning for- 
ward as'if it were falling. 

^^ We made an excursioo to see a stone bridge, 
called Pont y Pridd, thrown over the river Taafe, 
consisting of a single arch, thought to be the widest 
in the world. This extraordinary arch was con- 
trived and built by an untaught genius, a common! 
mason in Glamorganshire. 

<^ We now mounted a tedious ascent to the sum- 
mit of a mountain, where we tooh alast look of Caer- j 
philly, and proceeded, without observing any strik- 
ing object, to CardiiF, a neat, handsome town, at the 
mouth of the Taafe. It was formerly surrounded 
by a wall, flanked with towers; and a castle, where 
Robert, the deposed D.iike of Normandy^ was 
twenty -six years cruelly confined by his brother, 
Henry the First, after he bad deprived him of hia 
inheritance. We saw, with horror, the wretched 
dungeon, in tiie tower where he ended his days. 

^^ Crossing the Rumney we entered Monmouth- 
shire, formerly reckoned amongst the Welsh coun- 
ties, though now belonging to England; and passing 
a town of some trade, called Newport, at the mouth 
of the river Usk, which divides the county into 
two parts, we came to Caerleon^^ a place of great 

antiquity. 
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antiquity. We entered the town by a wooden bridge 
ovei the Uak, made of loose boards pegged at (be 
endi^ enabling it to rise with the tide, which some- 
times reaches to an astonishing height. Caerleon 
is supposed to have been a Roman station, before 
the days of King Arthur, who held his court here, 
and established the famous order of Knights of the 
Round Table. The japanning business is carried 
on here as well as at Pontypool. 

<^ Quitting Caerleon, we admired the picturesque 
shores of the Usk, running through a beautiful vale, 
till we came to the town of the same uame, contain- 
ing a few neat streets, a plain bridge, and the re- 
mains of an ancient castle. Thence following an 
ascent we reached Raglaod, a mere village, enno- 
bled by the remains of a splendid castle, the former 
abode of the princes of this country. 

^^ Between Ragland and Monmouth we passed 
over the high ridge of Devandon, which afforded 
us a delightful survey of the surrounding country. 

<^ Descending from this eminence, we soon came 
to Monmouth : it is a populous, handsome place, 
and the country around it particularly beautiful. 
The market-place is large, and there are some re- 
mains of the castle, where the warlike monarch, 
Henry the Fifth, called Henry of Monmouth, was 
born. 

^^ For the sake of variety, Mr. Rougemont per- 
suaded my mother to permit him to hire a covered 
boat, well stored with provisions, to convey us to 

Chepstow. 
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Chepstow. A voyage without danger was an 
agreeable novelty to Amelia, Louisa, and myself; 
and the romantic beauties of the winding shores of 
the Wye, flowing in a deep bed, between lofty rocks 
clothed with hanging woods, and here and there 
crowned with ruined castles, varied the scene with a 
mixture of the most pleasing and sublime prospects 
in nature." 

Here the journal was interrupted, by an acciden- 
tal occurrence, till the next evening; the continua- 
tion commences the following chaj^ter. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

Ttntem Abbey, Mr, Morris. Forest of Dean, Eveshanu 
Cotsxvold. Gloucester, Whispering Gallery, Cheltenham. 
Antiquities ai CirencGster, Great Men, 

We had just entered the boat at MoniDoutb," 
said Mrs. Middleton, ^^ and were enjojing the de«> 
lightful objec4s that adorn the shores of the Wy^ 
vihen we laid down our papers. Tintern Abbej 
is ose of the most celebrated of these objects : we 
will therefore begin with sonie account of it."-^ 
^' Few of the remains of antiquity can vie with this 
elegant pife, for beauty and lightness of at chitectuTe^ 
The fine large arches which supported the tower^ 
and the slone frame- work of the great window, are 
entire. The mantling ivy and clustered rooas de» 
corate the fragments, and form a charming contrast 
with the light hue of the stone with which it is 
built. The evening being gloomy, and threatenijig 
a storm, my mother preferred sleeping at (he inii% 
liooking through our chamber window as we were 
retiring to rest, with an intention of observing the 
black gathering clouds, we were struck with the 
sight of a large iron-forge directly opposite. The 

wide 
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uride folding doon were thrown open, and the in^ 
side of the bnilding, with the huge machinery em- 
ployed in the operations of melting the ^re and 
(forming it into bar iron, was fully displayed. The 
^orge resembled the cave of Vulcan (q); and the 
men, besmeared with smoke and filth, busied 
amongst the furnaces, might be compared to the 
Cyclops (r). 

^^ The passage from Tintern to Chepstow is the 
most beautiful and romantic that can be conceived, 
varied by rocks, sometimes perpendicular and na« 
ked, and sometimes covered with wood to the very 
' brink of the stream. The charming gardens of 
Piercefield farm one of the most lovely ornaments 
pf the river. The park and grounds cover a con- 
siderable eminence, and display several distinct 
lawns between open groves : in the centre of one 
of these stands the new house, an elegant mansion, 
commanding an extensive prospect over the Brbtol 
Channel, to the distant biHs of Somersetshire, and 
a Tariety of nearer views, of unrivalled beauty and 
grandeur. Accident introduced us to an old gen- 
tleman residing in the neighbourhood, who was 
the intimate friend of Valentine Morris, Esq. the 
person whose fine taste added the embellishments 
of art to the beauties of nature lavishly bestowed 
on this delightful spot^ and, from an unnoticed 
forest, converted it into a highly^cuUivated plea- 
sure-ground. I relate his history nearly in the 
words be gave it to us. 

" * My 
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*** * My friend, Mr. Morris,' said he, * was phi- 
lanthropic, hospitable, and magnificent: his house 
was promiscuously open to the numerous visitoro 
whom curiosity led to his improvements; but, alasl 
by his splendid liberality, his unbounded benevo^ 
lence, and unforeseen contingencies, his fortune be*, 
came involved ; he was obliged to part with his 
estate, and take refuge in the West Indies. Before 
he left his country, he took a farewel view of Pierce- 
field, and, with manlyrrsignation, parted with that 
idol of his fancy. * The industrious poor around, 
whose happiness he had promoted by his exertions 
and bounty, crowded towards him, and on their 
knees ii^plored the interposition of Providence for 
the preservation of their benefactor. Tears and 
prayers were all they had to ofier : nor could they 
be suspected of insincerity ; for in lamenting their 
protector's misfortunes, they but mourned their own. 
In this trial he saw unmoved, at least in appear- 
ance, the widow's and orphan's anguish, though he 
was used to melt at the txire mention of their sor* 
rows. His firmness did not forsake him in quitting 
this afifecting group, as his chaise drove off towards 
London ; but having crossed Chepstow Bridge, the 
bells muffled, as is usual on occasions of great pub-* 
lie calamity, rang a mournful peal. Unprepared, 
for this mark of affection and respect, he could no 
longer control his feelings, and burst into tears. 

^' ^ In leaving England, misfortune still pursued 
bino. Being appointed governor of St. Vincent's^ 
heexpended the residue of his fortune in advancing 

the 



tbe colttTaiion of the colcmy, and raiting works 
£>r ili defence, wheo the island fell into the hands 
of the French. Government neglecting to reim- 
bone bis expenoBs during his life, upon his return 
to England he was thrown into the King's Bench 
prison by bis creditors* Here he experienced all (he 
rigour of penury and imprisonment for seven years. 
Of tbe numerous sharers of his prosperity, bis ami- 
able wife and a single friend only devoted them- 
aelves to participate his misery and alleviate his 
distress. Even the clotbes and trinkets of bis lady 
were sold to purchase bread; and, that the cup of 
bis bitterness might be complete, the faithful part- 
ner of bis cares, unable to bear up against contiau- 
•ed and accumulating misery, became insane. At 
length be recovered his liberty and an abatement 
of bis misfortunes, when death put an end to his 
cheokerad career, in 1789* The neighbourhood 
still sound the pmises of this worthy character : 
old men delight to recount his good actions and 
uameriled misfortunes; and little children sigh 
when they liap the sufferings of good Mr. Morris/' 
^ His affecting narrative damped our cheerful- 
ness: we took leave of Piercefieid with a tender re- 
gret, and passing part of the Forest of Dean, arrived 
at tbe banks of the Severn, whence we were ferried 
to the other side; then getting again into the car- 
riage, rode to Berkley, where curiosity led us to the 
castle, which is neither grand nor beautiful; but it 
was the scene of the tragical death of Edward tbe 

Second, i 



<9COtrC8BTSR6VIRE. 36i 

Second. Tbe (disposed monardh yn» first confined 
in Kendwofib Caistle, in whidi he led a^mdaiiehofjr 
life. 

'^ Thfe queeif, wba hfltd got tBepowet i«to tet 
knids, wa^deatf «D lis eoiiipl»iti(s ; bvt at length 
renetedl hini to this pliicis, wheie, id a littte tiine^ 
assaesina wefe'seull todispatch him in (he nn^sC erud 
manner. 

^ GloMestersM^e may be divided^ inte three 
districts :- the Fofest ef Dean, once iieokoned' the 
chief anpport of the Eagli^b nairy ; the Valc' of 
Ereaham, aboiiodirtg iti^ fet^tile pastni^es and aipple 
oi»cbards ; the flust supplying an abatidanee of fine 
ebeeaej the Itttter exoeltenl! cid^r: a»d Coted^eld) a 
long tract of high' gfound^ rffthw barren, btttyield- 
ing> pasture to-maU^itiides of sheep, ^hicli supply 
tfte woot ibr tile manuiaetures of clotb^ Ifaatf ave 
spread over ihh connti^. Between Berklley and 
Gtoacesler, we crossed the navigable oanal oat 
from the' Severn tc the Thafmes. 

<^61oaoesteriS'a7 large, populous oity, cjo^nsiating 
of feut spacious streets, meeting in the^entre; Tbeie 
are aervejmlf finechurohes and pabKcf buildings; b«it 
lbs moat^veiMra&leia the Oothio eathedral, mneh 
admiMd ft>r tberibhtress of itsornam^nts* It^bas a 
fine Cower of gt^eat beigbt, and a whispering ga^ 
fery (sr)^ whieK peF|ilmed Louisa very ittoch^ as she 
could not guess where the person was Whosis toioe 
die* beasrdi in tihwidays ofiUie Itomlm^ this city was 
a mfliitary) station^ and gotemed \jfz prdoousall 
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The pin manaradure eoiploys a great namber of 
hand»y many of them women and diildren. It is 
surprising to see what a Yarietj of processes are re- 
quired, from obtaining the ore, and making it into 
wire, before a pin is completed. Our ancestors were 
.contented with skewers; but the dress of the present 
i times would make but an awkward appearance 
without this elegant improvement. 

<< Frott Gloucester we took a ride to Cheltenham, 
a fashionable resort of invalids, who are led thither 
by a mineral spring of great efficacy. We were 
invited to protract our stay a day or two' at this 
agreeable place, by elegant accommodations and the 
^society of genteel company; amongst whom was 
Dr. Jenner, a native of this county, whose exertions 
in bringing to light the inestimable blessing of the 
new method of inoculation with the cow-pox, de- 
serves the gratitude of succeeding ages, and ^ill 
probably destroy the baneful effects of the small- 
pox in the most distant nations. Cheltenham has 
been a favourite retreat of the royal family, in the 
summer season; and the waters are supposed to 
have materially contributed to the recovery of our 
beloved sovereign. It has recently received great 
improvement, from the public spirit of Mr. Thomp- 
son, who has formed commodious walks and a 
circular ride for the company, which are much 
frequented. 

<^ Finding that the principal attraictidki at Tewkes- 
bury is the church, which is said to be one of the 

largeat 
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largest parish churches in England, mj motber de- 
clined extending oar journey tbitber: it may, how- 
ever, be remarked, that in this celebrated church are 
buried those ^ho fell at the battle of Tewkesbury, 
and amongst the resf, Prince Edward, son of Henry 
the Sixtl}, who was butchered in cold btqod after 
the engagement. This battle was fought in 1471, 
and proved the total overthrow of the Lancastrians, 
who were never afterwards able to make head 
against Edward the Fourth. 

" We next set out to visit Sudeley Castle, a ve- 
nerable structure near Winchcomb. Queen Cathe- 
rine Parr, the last wife of Henry the Eighth, was 
buried there. Winding our course amongst the 
Coleswold hills, we were pleased with the scenery 
of this romantic tract; the ground, in many places 
enamelled with (he variegated colours of the wild 
anemone; the valleys, or bottoms, as the country 
people call them, are filled with the cottages of 
weavers, employed iu the manu&cture of fine 
broad-cloths. 

<* In our way to Cirencester we stopped at Fair- 
ford, to examine the church, which is richly deco- 
rated with a long range of painted windows, of great 
beau^, representing different parts of sacred history. 
They were the work of Albert Durer, a celebrated 
painter of Hungarian extraction. A ship belongiog 
to Mr. John Jane, a native of the town, took this 
valuable prize, in its way to Rome, and presenting 
it to the place of his birth, bi\ilt the church to re- 
B 2 ceivc 
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cdve it, where his ashes are interred. Our road lay 
through the noble woods of Oaklj, belonging to 
Ekrl fiathurst: the woodis, park, and pleasure- 
grounds, are yeiy extensive, and charmingly varied 
with walks and vistas. 

** The town of Cirencester is of great antiquity. 
When the Romans were settled i& this island, they 
established a colony at this place, and fortified it 
with strong walk and a castle, the ruins of which 
still remain. Coins, chequered pavements, inscrip* 
tions, and other antiquitiesj^ show its former conse- 
quence. It is now very populous, and has been a 
vast market for wool, though its trade in that article 
is rather on the decline. That great lawyer, and 
eminently pious man. Sir Matthew Hale, was a 
native of this county; the confines of* which we 
presently passed, and entering Wiltshire, dined at 
Malmsbury, celebrated in ancient times for iUr 
Abbey, which is now converted into the parish 
church. Hobbes, a writer of great feme, was the son 
of a clergyman in this town. From hence we took 
the direct road through Chippenham to Bath, 
passing a part of the country principally occupied 
in the making of fine broad-cloths. The woot iff 
mostly imported fl-om Spain; and the goodly wheil 
finished, sent by land carrilage to London. Meeting 
with but few interesting objects in this ride, my 
mother amused us with anecdotes of some of the 
great men born in this county; amongst whom she 
mentioned Addtson ; Lord Clarendon ; Sir Chris- 
topher 
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topber Wren, a celebrated architect, who built 
St. Paul's and several other of our finest public 
boUduigs; and the great Earl ^Chatham, father 
of the late Mr. Pitt. 

*^ We arrived at Bath in good time in the even- 
ing, and took possession of this house. It was 
painful to separate from Amelia and her father; 
but as they fixed at no great distance from us, we 
have the pleasure of seeing each other often*" 

Thus closed the journal. During the depth of 
the winter Mrs. Middleton remained stationary at 
Bath, but as soon as the weather began to clear, aid 
the days to lengthen, she put her family again in 
motion; intending to take a circuitous direction, 
through Dorsetshire and Hampshire, to Salisbury, 
where she had a relation, with whom she had pro- 
mised to spend a week or two. Having let her 
own house for a twelvemonth, she was in no haste 
to return home ; but had formed a design of com- 
pleting her sons' tour of Great Britain, by a visit 
to the counties on the south and eastern shores of 
^our island. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

Journey renewed. Duke of Monmouth. Swans. Weymouth. 
file qf Portland. Amphitheatre. Isle of Pur beck. Corfe 
Castle. Poole. Lady Salisbury's Monument, New Forest, 
Feeding Deer. 

X HE travelliDg party being all equipped, ooce 
more set out in quest of amusement and instruction ; 
and reached Bradford to a late breakfast, a town 
standing on the lower Avon, and employed in mak- 
ing superfine cloths. Passing a pleasant country, 
they came to the Cricklade Hills, whose heathy 
sides feed multitudes of sheep. Descending into the 
plain, open country, they entered Dorsetshire, and 
stopped at Shaftesbury, a town standing on a high 
hill, from which the view extends into Wiltshire 
and Somersetshire. It was built under the patronage 
of King Alfred, and had formerly ten churches, 
though now there are but three. Here water is so 
scarce, that the inhabitants are obliged to dig pits 
before their houses to receive the rain water, and 
many of the poor are employed in fetching it from 
a distance. In this place died Canute the Danish 
king. Proceeding along the western side of the 
county, they came to Sherborne, where they saw a 

silk-mill 
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silk-mill (bat provides employment for a great many 
people. Thence to Lyme Regis, where, haying no 
natural barboor, the inhabitants, with vast cost and 
labour, have formed a massy pile of building to 
answer the purpose, composed of large rocks washed 
up from the sea. The principal mound extends into 
the main s^, and is so wide as to admit of various 
buildings and warehouses, with a street for car- 
riage!^ opposite to this is a simple pile, which, 
crossing the end of the first, forms a commodious 
basin for ships, where they lie in as much security 
as in a wet-dock : this curious work is called a cobb, 
aod is firm enough to carry any number of guns. It 
was here that the unsucpessful Duke of Monmouth, 
landed, in 1685. So much was he the favourite of the 
•people, that the imprudence of his attempt was not 
considered. Numbers of deluded adherents flocked. 
to his standard ; but on Sedge Moor, near Bridge* 
water, all his hopes were blasted. His troops, after, 
a gallant combat of three hours, were fi>rced to flee; 
and soon after he lost his head on the scafibld.. 

They next visited the pleasant village of Ghar-l 
mouth ; and Catherine added to her collection, by 
purchasing several curious fossils. As they were 
walking on the beach, Mr. Franklin observed thatl 
this had been the scene of two engagements, in^ 
which the piratical Danes beat the English. Tbey 
found the road towards Bridport hilly ; but were 
repaid by the beauty of the landscapes. Flax, 
bonp, and apples, are the chief produce of this 

tract : 
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tmot : ibe t W9 fiNrmer wftpfifjr tb^ m(46riak for a large 
maottfaotur^of aail^olotb) mc\mgy oables, ropes, 
fbbing^aeifl, (pacticularly fttr takiog avackarel^) and 
ood^ines for tbe NewfMAdland fi^hepy, carried oa 
al Bridport, a fieat to^fpiy wtnated 4mi a ereek « l»ut 
its harbour m aa choked with eand, that iU shippiog 
ia iooeosideraUe. 

The carriage being readjr, they pimued ibeir 
joorney, through a pkasiag oouutiy » to Abbotsbivrj, 
where they observed a AUiuber ot swans, ^portiog 
on the sidt- water inkt ranniog up to tbe towa. Vast 
nambers of macksvelaffeeaugfat hese ia the sximisier 
seiison, and a large qaaatHy of them is conveyed in 
carts to Bath and LoodoB. Towaids tbe decline of 
the day they reached Melcombe Begis^ united to 
W^^mauth by a wooden bridge of n^any arches, 
over the river Wey. The one finrms a contrast to 
the other: Melconsbe is neither large nor elegant, 
whilst Weymouth has all the embellisbmeots of 
modem iinildlngs apd ^eious streets. The bay 
forms a beautiful semicircle of two miles, protected 
from winds and tempests by the surrounding hills. 
It is a farourite sea-bathing place in summer, and 
has of late been the frequent lesort of the royal 
Ihmily; but at this time wstf wtihoiit company, 
Jfcereibfe Mrs. Middleton remained there only two 
days* The weadier being fine, they however enjoy- 
ed several walks on the beach, collecting pebbles 
and sheik, and observing the marine plants that 
adorn the uhwe : amongst othei?, the sea holly or 
eriogo, with its thorny leaves of a bluish hue. 

Whibt 
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Wbikt at Weymouth tbey made an escufnioii 

^ to the isle of Portland, a peniosula, joined to%e 

main land bj a prodigioas number of pebbles^fllon^ 

which rans a narrow creek. The stones that compose 

this natural mound, at the edge of the water, are 

about the size of a walnut, and, as they rise higlKv, 

gradually dimiabh to common gravel. There ate 

two castles, named Portland and Sandsfoot, built in 

the reign of Henry the £ightb, as a protection to 

the opposite shores. Tlie isle is about nine miles 

round, and owns several villages. Mr. Franklin 

and the lads mounted the vast hill, on horseback, 

called Fortune's Well, from the top of which tbey 

took a survey of the entire extent of the islands The 

prospect was rather dreary than agreeable or sub^ 

lime, the enclosures being bounded by stone walls, 

with scarcely a tree or a hedge to be seen. Vasl 

quarries of freestone are opened on all sides, which 

seems to form the principal material of the whole 

promontory. Its whiteness, solidity, and durability, 

as well as the quality of easily working, render it 

one of the most valuable freestones known . It has 

greatly added to the magnificence of many public 

and private edifices in London : Whitehall, St. 

Paul's Church, the piers of Westminster Bridge^ 

and the whole of Blackfriars' Bridge, are built with 

it The agitation of the water,caHed PortlaiKl Race,v 

so dangerous to ships, even in calm weather, is caused 

by the conflict of two currents, running in opposite 

directions. The cliffs on this sidp have an antul ap« 
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pearance, and seem as if they had been rent by some 
violent conyulston of nature. Amongst the marine 
productions offered to them by the inhabitants for 
sale, was the isis hair, a sea-weed not unlike coral. 
' Leaving Weymouth early next morning, they 
enjoyed the freshness of the air as they ascended 
Ridgeway Hill, whence they had a charming 
prospect of the adjacent country, skirted by the 
wide ocean. They stopped at the village of Morick- 
ton, to lake breakfast and survey an ancient for- 
tress called Maiden Castle, said never io have been 
lost or won. As they advanced towards Dorchester, 
they rode over open downs, almost whitened with 
sheep. It is supposed that the graziers within eight 
miles of the city, keep near a hundred and seventy 
thousand sheep and lambs. Numerous tombs, or 
barrows, of great antiquity, are scattered amongst 
these downs. Dorchester is a fine old town, and hav- 
ing been nearly consumed by fire, in the early part 
of the last century, has been rebuilt with great re- 
gularity : it is surrounded by pleasant walks, that 
overlook an open, champaign country. Amongst 
the public buildings, a handsome new gaol, built 
on the benevolent plan of Howard, is a striking 
object. Dorchester is celebrated for brewing ex- 
cellent ale, which is sent to most parts of the king- 
dom. Whikt al Dorchester, our travellers took a 
walk to see the very ancient and curious remains 
of a Roman amphitheatre, built for the purpose of 
exhibiting the public shows, and the combats of ^ 

the 
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the gladiators, to the people: it is called Maum- 
bury. The enclosure is of an oval forai, and con* 
tains about an acre. It is a broad parapet, that is 
used by the inhabitants as a walk. There have 
been rows of seats, one above another, and it is sup* 
posed to have accommodated above twelve thou- 
sand spectators. The town is washed by the Frome, 
which passes Wareham, and discharges itself into 
the Bay, forming Pool harbour. The mildness of 
the air, and the fertility of the soil, have invited 
many persons of fortune to build seats in this 
neighbourhood; a few of the principal they visited, 
but they were too numerous for general attention. 
Directed by the Frome, they passed Wareham, 
yielding great quantities of garlic in its environs; 
besides tobacco-pipe clay, which is dug out of a 
hill near the town. The isle of Purbeck, washed by 
the sea on one side, and divided from the main 
land by rivers on the other, has a rough, heathy 
surface, that covers valuable quarries of stone, of 
considerable variety : some of them bear a polish, 
and may very properly be ranked amongst the noar* 
bles. The finest kinds are of a dark colour, and 
often abound with shells; perhaps deposited in these 
beds of stone when the isle was in a fluid state. Fine- 
tobacco-pipe clay is also found here, which is sent 
to Staffordshire for the use of the potteries. In the 
centre of the isle, they visited the ruins of Corfe 
Castle, the scene of the treacherous murder of King 
Edward the Martyr^ who was stabbed by order of 

Elfrida, 
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Elfridai bis frtber's wife, at he was dfinking her 
health at the gate. << This iafamout act," said Mr. 
Franklin, <' was cominitted with an intention of 
placing her own aen oo the throne; an end she 
^Seoted : but she baa bleated her name as hmg m 
ii shall be remenibered, and, from the shortness of 
life, could eajoy the fruit of her wickedness but a 
rery few years." 

From Parbeck, they changed the scene to the 
busy town of Poole, standing on a peninsula that 
projects into a spactoua bay, brsnching into many 
irrq^ar creeks, and formiag several islands. Mrs. 
Middletoa aecustonied her sons to set down the 
chiefartidesof ipanufocture or oommeroe carried 
on in the trading towns through which tbef passed. 
Poole, they found, sends out a large number of 
ships, laden with provisions and cosimodities, to. 
Newfouodhuid, and brings back, in return, ndted 
ood for the south dHQurope. The bay was full of 
shipping, and rendered at this time extremely lively 
by the white saik of the oyster somcfcs, which carry 
away vaet quantiti^ of those 6sb from a bank at the 
muutb of the harbour, to be fii^tened in the Essex 
and Thamfs ereeka for the London markets. On 
hearing this infiMrmatioo^ Mrs. Middleton observed, 
that the cc^ndition Qf all animals is improved by 
domestication) an^ that even an oyster, a creature 
appanently ao far beneath our guidance, may be 
directed to those spota for a regale, whither he pro- 
bably never would have reached by the infiueace 
of instiact alone; 

On 
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On Bcadboiy Ooim, about two miles ftom 
Wimboni, Mr. Franklin pointed out a bill to his 
oompanioits, now crowned with firs, wheire once 
stood a castle, said to have been a seat of the West 
Saxon kings. Knitting worsted stockings seems 
to be the general employment of the women and 
girls in this part of the countrj. In Wimborn 
church they saw several very ancient raonumeots 
of distinguished persons, particularly Ethelred the 
Saxon. Lord Shaftesbury, well known for his 
powers as a writer and a statesman, was born here. 
On quitting the town, Mrs. Middletoiv remarked^ 
that Dr. Sydenham, that most eminent physician; 
and his nephew, Sir James Thomhill, a distinguish* 
ed painter, were both natives of IWsetsbi^e. 

Thehills gradually descending as they approach* 
ed the borders of Hampshire, Ihey cante into a per- 
fect jQat of deep sands before they reached Christ* 
church, a populous plaee, standing at the mouth of 
the Axon and the Stonr. The poor are employed in 
an ingenious manufacture of silk stockii^ and 
gloves. . The venerable ruins of an ancient castle 
attracted the notice of our party, by the lofty, iivt- 
peodoos appearance of ita structure: the inside 
showed the marks of decay, and the destructive ra- 
vages of Cf omwell. Tlie empty niches still remain, 
wh^e formerly stood large images of silver; and 
the beautiful monument erected to the memory of 
the Countess of Salisbury, has been plundered of its 
most precious ornaments* From the vpper part of 

the 
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the town they had a delightful prospect of the Me 
of Wight, fenced at the western end by the Needle 
CliS^ immense rocks of chalk, embrowned with 
samphire and other marine plants. 

The young people being desirous of seeing the 
New Forest, of w h ich they had often read in history, 
Mrs. MiddletoR consented to make a circuit in their 
way to Lymington. It is an extensive woody tract, 
abounding with deer, divided into nine walks, or 
districts, to each of which u a keeper : there are also 
two rangers and a lord warden. This forest was 
preserved as a hunting-ground by William the 
Conqueror, who very tyrannically dispossessed the 
natives of their lands and habitations, to make room 
for the animals of the chase: an oppression that the 
superstition of that age believed to have been pu- 
iHshed by the death of. his two sons, Richard and 
William Rufus, and his grandson Henry, within 
its boundary. The first is said to have beea killed 
by a stag, or a pestilential blast ; the last was caught, 
like Absalom, in the boughs, by the hair, and 
perished with hunger : William Rufus was acci- 
dentally shot through the heart, by Walter Tyrrd, 
a French gentleman who was hunting with him. 
• At Lyndhurst, a small town near the heart of 
the Forest, surrounded by villas, they stopped one 
night, and were admitted to see those bebnging to 
the Duke of Gloucester, Lord Warden of the Forest, 
andLady Jennings. The afternoon being fine, af- 
forded them an opportunity of seeing one of the 

foresters 
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foresters browsing the deer. The young people 
could hardly express their delight at the sight of 
some hundreds of these beautiful animals bounding 
towards their feeder^ at his well-known signal, and 
following him for a share of the tender branches he 
bad cut for their repast. 

The manor of Beanlieu, in the New Forest, be- 
longing to the Duke of Montague, is a district of 
fourteen miles' extent, privileged from arrests for 
debt, unless supported by the noble owner; of 
course, it is the retreat of many unfortunate persons. 

After a charming ride through long avenues of 
noble oaks, the materials of future navies, they came 
again into a flat, open country, and soon after ar- 
rived at Lymington, a small place, but commodious 
and inviting by its pleasant walks and rides, to those 
who resort to the sea for the purpose of bathing* 
Hurst Castle, at no great distance, standing on a 
spit of land, invited their attention, as having been 
the place of confinement of Charles the First, pre- 
viously to his execution. 

Here they embarked for the Isle of Wight, and 
the weather being unusually mild and favourable 
for the season, had a very agreeable voyage to Yar- 
mouth, a small sea-port, where we shall leave them 
till the next chapter. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

An Excursion to the Isk of Wight, 

Haying landed Mrs. Middleton and her fa* 
m\\j on the Isle of Wight, it maj be useful to 
my joung readers to be informed^ that this fine 
island is divided from the coast of Hampshire by a 
channel from two to seven miles across, and that it 
is about thirteen miles long and twenty-one broad. 
The river Medina cuts it into nearly two equal 
parts, from north to south ; and a . ridge of hills 
runs across from east to west, forming a tract of 
downs that rear multitudes of sheep. It is cele- 
brated for fertility, and for abouudiog with views 
distinguished for beauty and sublimity ; allurements 
that tempted Mrs. Middleton to allow ample time 
for the indulgence of curiosity. The little town of 
Yarmouth consists of white buildings of stone oc 
plaster : the castle is below notice. Between this 
place and Lymington a passage-boat passes daily^ 
which is a great convenience to those who have 
business on the island. Whilst at Yarmouth, the 
table was served with soals, and other flat-fish, in the 
greatest perfection, being just taken fresh out of the 
sea. The shores abound also with a vast variety of 

shells. 
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skellsy of wUcb th9 okHdten gathered manj speci- 
mens. 

Tbe afiern^m being fair, incited tbem to reacb 
Fresbwaler Gale^ their ride occasioQall/ eali?eoed 
hy piotttiesqiie objects, and passing several small 
villages, came within sight of the majestic cliff of 
that name. Ascending Afton Down, they bad an 
open prospectof tbe sea, displaying a calm snr&ce, 
unruffled with a breeze. They presently reached 
their night quarters, which were a solitary, commo- 
dioas cottage, open to the reception of travellere. 
la the mormog^ they observed St. Catherine's, the 
southern boundary of the island, rising with its 
challty cliffii, like some ancient castle, from a plat- 
form of green, about halfway up its sides. 

Descending to the cave of Freshwater, they be- 
bdd, with surprise, the depredations of the raging 
billows. These clifis are nearly six hundred feet 
high ; and at the bdiom they found two natural 
arches, tlutt can only be entered at low water. The 
inside of the cavity is overgrown with moss and 
weeds; and some pieces of rock, that have fallen 
from above, choke up the passage as the tide rises. 
Several hours they passed amongst these rocks, col- 
lecting a variety of fossils and spars, amongst which 
they picked up several copperas stones, and pieces 
of iron ore. They perceived veins of rock run into 
the sea, that look like water-pipes, and seem to be 
covered with an incrustation of iron. The day was 
too far spent to advance : they passed another even- 
ing at their humble inn. 

Their 
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Their next expedition was toAIIum Bay, fonned 
by moontainous clifis of terrific height. These 
rocks are composed of a regular gradation of strala, 
or layers ofdiflferent sabstances, from a watery clay 
to a perfectstone. Fragments of earth are fieqnently 
haried, in rough weather^ upon the strand ; and 
these,^ by degrees, are hardened into solid masses, 
by a coat of shells, fossils, and flints. Having 
clambered more than a hundred feet above the level 
of the beach, they were amused by the operations of 
a number of workmen, digging a peculiar kind of 
fine white sand, said (obethebestadaptedof any in 
these kingdoms for the purposes of making white 
glass, or (he finer sorts of porcelain . Near the same 
spot they also saw specimens of the fine tobacco- 
pipe clay that is found in some parts of (bis island. 

In winter, and after heavy rains, the torrents from 
the heights carry all before them, leaving a rich 
slime on the surface of the earth. Large masses on 
the points appeared of a greenish hue, which Mr. 
Franklin attributed to the quantity of copperas that 
1 ies on the rocks. Pieces of iron ore that are scatter- 
ed on the beach, and the steely taste of a spring that 
issues from their sides, show that these clifis are by 
no means destitute of iron. 

Wandering along the beach, still nearer to the 
white borders of the Needles, their admiration was 
excited by new and extraordinary objects. Two 
stupendous ascents, one of a beautiful pink tint, 
the other of a bright ochre, with its base clo(hed 

with I 
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with the green sediment of copperas, reminded the 
younger part of the company of Fairy-Iand, or the 
description of the Arabian Nights. 

The point that extends to the Needles, (a rock so 
called from its form, which consists of four high 
points like pyramids, one of them making an arch, 
and all rising out of the sea,) is about the length of 
a quarter of a mile : numberless small streams, im- 
pregnated with iron, flow from its sides, and from 
the top they were several times assailed bjp a rattling 
shower of small stones, thrown down by ^eep crop- 
ping the herbs on the precipices. 

The heights of this dreadful proraooiory are ' 
inhabited by gulls and puffins. Their eggs, though 
scarcely worth taking, were they in a more accessi* 
ble situation, are eagerly sought after by the 
country people, at the risk of their lives. They fix 
an iron bar firmly into the ground at the top of the 
cliffy, from which they lower themselves in a basket 
fastened to it by a rope. As soon as the men are 
suspended at a proper height, they shout, and the 
terrified birds leave their nests a defenceless prey. 
These birds haunt the shores for the sake of the 
fish, which they take with great ease and agility, as 
they skim along the surface of the sea. The puffin 
is a species of the sea-gull, distinguished chiefly 
by brown spots on tlie head and wings. 

The pebbles and flints of these shores are worn 
perfectly smooth by the constant beating of the 
waves^ and rubbing against each other in stormy 

weather, 
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vmlbcr, 80 that tliey reaemble a multitude of mar- 
bles of a laigesiase. 

Delse and tangle (of the fucus genus) grow 
abundantly on these rocks, which are also richly 
tinted whh a bright yellow moss. 

The sublime impressions they had enjoyed in 
viewing the tremendous grandeur of this place, 
made them quit it unwillingly ; but the day closing 
in apace, they were obliged once more to take shel- 
ter ii^thlkinn. 

VarioutMbjects presented themselves as they ad- 
vanced : sometimes they saw fertile valkys, enclosed 
beCweeiiJiills, the summits of which had a barren 
aspect ; but the most sterile amongst them yield a 
sweet and wholesome nourishment to sheep. The 
nearer they bordered the sea, the oftener they came 
to breaks, or chasms in the clifis, probably fbtmed 
by the inroads of the ocean, which the inhabitants 
call chines. Passing several of these, they came to 
the village of M ottiston, charmingly environed with 
fine marine views, Brixton is likewise very plea- 
santly situated, and has the humane provision of a 
boet*house, with small vessels always ready to assist 
any unfortunate mariners that may be wrecked on 
this dangerous coast. 

After a succession of scenes of rural beauty, they 
were the more forcibly struck with the gloomy hor- 
ror of Barn's Hole, a vast chasm in the earth, front- 
ing the sea, which extends a considerable way to- 
wards Brixton. It isof prodigious height, and of a 

dismal 
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dismal black colour, unenlivened by eyes a creep- 
ing sbrub. Contiouing tbeir course towards Ather- 
field Point, they opened upon a rich, cultivated 
valley, extending as far as Chale. From Atherfield 
Point, the Cliffs of St. Catherine and Fi^sbimler 
appeared witjh peculiar majesty. 

Black-Gang-Chine raised many ebjecCfr ofhorrof 
in the minds of theyoung people, from hearing that 
it had been the hiding-place of a desperate gang of 
pirates, who had watched on these shelvi^ rocks 
for the midnight shipwreck. j^jlh% 

<^ Is it the character of these islanderifjiPJjpir Ed- 
win, ^<to be cruel and unjust, that they seized the in« 
stant of danger and despair to effect their diestractiye 
purposes ?** " By no means, my young friend,'* re- 
plied Mr. Franklin; "en the contrary, they are 
kind, cheerful, industrious, and generonsta stran- 
gers : and if a few of the most abandoned have en- 
riched themselves by such detestable plunder, tlieio 
are many instances of others who have served those 
who were perishing, at the risk of their own lives.'' 

After hafting at Chale, they mtyunted Si. Cathe- 
rine's Hill, a precipice of vast height, crowned by ft 
[ight-house and a beacon. There are afeothe re^ 
oaains of an oetagon chapel, saitt to have' been the 
tiabitation of a hermit, who from this tremendom 
leight, might probably look over the widie e]dent, 
tnd exclaim, in the words of the poet: 

' Ye gllUeriBg towns, with wealth and splehdour cxown'd; 
iTe fields, whose summer spreads perfection round ; 
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Ye lakes, whose vends calch the busy galea ; 
Ye bending swains, that dress the flowery vales ; 
• For me your tributary stores combine : 
Creation's tenant ; all the world is mine." 

PassiDg several small villages, they came to Under- 
cliffy another immense pile of rocks, extending for 
many miles, at once noble, picturesque, and grand. 
, The road to St. Lawrence lay through an intricate 
maze of rocks; a clump of trees, or a lonely farm, 
were the principal marks of the hand of man 
amonggtfj^e rugged cliffs, which were thegrand- 
est tiliejfi|^H yet seen. Having received a polite 
invilationTrom the owner to visit a tasteful villa, 
erected in a simple style, called Sleep Hill Cottage, 
they were highly gratified by the fine views and 
ekgmit simplicity that appear in all its parts. 
. This is a dangerous, rocky shore, supplying an 
abode to a number of ravens, and the (rue sporting 
flilcon. Most of the inhabitants are fishermen, who 
gain a livelihood by catching crabs and lobsters. 
Some of them will lay more than a hundred baits 
ofdog's flesh, or any other garbage, in a night, de- 
f!Osited in wicker pots or baskets, which they sink 
bepeatb the surface of the sea. 

Our travellers were much pleased by an hospitable 
reception at the cottage of St. Boniface, a retreat 
so secluded and romantic, that a hermit, or the roan 
of taste, might equally choose it for his residence. 

Whilst they were enjoying a ramble amongst the 
cliffs, the boys, wandering away from the rest, met 

with 
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with asight that diverted themcxcc^ingly; which, 
tbongh vcrj siogular to them, is not uncommon 
amongst these steeps. It was a shepherd's boy, 
seated on the bones of a dead horse's head, gliding 
from top to bottom down an almost perpendicular 
part, with perfect unconcern and apparent safety. 
Nothing but the positive prohibition of his mother, 
would have deterred Arthur from offering the boy 
six -pence for a ride on bis horse. 

The romantic beauties of Shankling C hlo^ with 
its curious break, overgrown with fa^|MHrub8, 
was distinguished in a succession ^HflVvery 
similar to those already described, var^f^ccasion- 
alij with a few villages and gentlemen's seats, which 
continue till they reached Sandowa Fort. It is a 
low, squa:Te building, flanked by four bastions, and 
encompassed with a ditch. The bottoni of the bay 
is composed of a fine Lard sand, well adapted to 
bathing. The fishermen frequently take a fish call- 
ed a sand-eel in this bay : it is not longer than three 
or four inches, and its taste and colour a little like 
a smelt. It is caught by a fork with three prongs, 
with which they turn up the sand, and out leap the 
little fish in numbers. The sand-hopper resembles 
a shrimp in. colour and shape : they abound on the 
shore^ and are often greedily devoured by hogs at 
low water. 

Leaving Sandown they passed through Yaver* 
land, a. village situated at the foot of BradingDo wns, 
coasting in their way the cliffs of Culver, the fa- 
vourite * 
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Touriteabodeof a nmneroiis raceof pfgeoBS. Pro- 
ceeding onward, tbey reached the Foreland, the 
fliost easterly point of the island, and saw nofting 
striking till (hey came to Bimbridge Pbiht, where 
heginn the entrance of Brading Haven. This ironld 
be one of the finest and best situated harbours in 
the channel, were it not so mucb choked up with 
sand as to be rendered useless. The town of the 
same name, though one of the largest in the idand, 
had j^Uurements to detain them from proceeding 
to •^(^^Hb where outward-bound ships stop to 
take n^HjjJPpart of their live sea-stock, and water 
of the purest quality; Of poultry there isttn abun- 
dant supply, owing, perhaps, partly to arlaw prohi- 
biting any wild beast from remaining on* the island : 
they have neither foxes, badgers^ nor polecat* 

Proceeding through a pfeasan^ wri^wooded 
country towards Ride, they observed a fine^ seat 
to the right, commanding charming views over 
land and sea. 

The town of Upper Ride attracts a great deal of 
company as a bathing-place, from the good^ roads 
and pleasant rides in the neighbourhood. Mrs. 
Middleton conducted her party to see the remains 
of Quarr's Abbey, founded in the time ofi Henry 
the First. Little more than fragments of this ancient 
edifice are now standing, and some of them are 
converted into barns and pig-sties. The noble 
woods that surround it are well adapted' to eatcite 
reflections of a solemn kind, which are not nnpleas- 

ingly 
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inglj.encouniged by t^eplaintive.cooing of wood- 
pji^eoRB, vast numbers.of wbicb breed amongst the 
trees. This side of the island is much more clothed 
.irith woi>ds and plantations than that they ,had 
^een ; but it is kss broken with the rpnxantic ya» 
riety of rockis aqd cliffs. After a succession of 
pie3sing;sccne% our travellers reached Cowes, di- 
vided into East and West by the river Medina. 
The town, on the western shore, is divided by^a 
castle, which is a anaall stone fort, wiU^^scmicir- 
cular battei:y. It has, in most oyH^^Bcts also, 
greatly the advantage of its oppHH|ffghbour ; 
pofisessif^ an. excellent harbour, where ships are 
not onl^ sheltered from storms, but -can clear away 
with any wind, which promotes a considerable 
. tfade in the . provision line, especially in time 
of Van 

The i\oad to Newport was excellent. As they 
advanced, King's Forest opened in a very pictu- 
resque manaer; and their eyes ranged over a 
bold chain of hills, overioipped by St. Catherine's. 
Near Newport^ thoy -observed tbe^ general hospital 
of the island,^ well siiu^ted both £br health and con- 
venieaoe. 

Newport is i9;pleai^nt torwjn, with neat buildings 
and regular streets. It has tvifo assembly -rooms, a 
theatre, and a large grammar-school. The macket 
is well sup^ied withgrain and {>rovisiou$, both, for 
the iise of the inhabitants, and for the sl^fipping. 
The cf maskable n^atoass^nd pleasing maaners of 
8 the 



386 A FAMILY T6ua. 

the fanners* daughters that attend the market, 
strock Mrs. Middleton with admiration, as being 
far superior to the generality of their rank. 

The young people wishing to see Appledar- 
combe, the seat of Sir Richard Worsleji tbej pro- 
ceeded through a country richly furnished with 
fine views, particularly near Ashey Sea-mark, 
formed of a triangular pyramid of stone, about 
twenty feet high, erected as a guide to ships sail- 
ing frqijri^jlclen's to Spitbead, where the pro-' 
spects ^ll^^BI ^"d extensive. ' At length they ap- 
proacbcoVIKbject of their curiosity, and per- 
ceived it to be a stately mansion, with four stone 
fronts of the Corinthian order, standing in a charm- 
ing vale, but deficient in the grandeur of rocks and 
mountains. The inside of the house is richly de- 
corated with pictures, and other works ofarf. The 
great hall is superbly adorned with eight beautiful 
Ionic pillars of porphyry, that support the roof; 
and the rest of the apartments, which are very nu- 
merous, correspond with it in elegance. Changing 
the scene from this pleasurable habitation, furnished 
with all the conveniences and luxuries of life, they 
went to Carisbrook Castle, the melancholy prison 
of the unfortunate and amiable Charles the First, 
who was confined here more than a year, after he 
fell under the power of the parliament. It vras 
once a strong fortress, surrounded by a ditch of 
great width. Antiquaries suppose that it has been 
used as a place of defence by the Romans, Saxons, 

and 
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and Norman). The well is nearly three hundred feet 
deep; and the water is raised by an ass, which 
turns a large wheel in the manner of a turnspit dog : 
one of the asses thus employed, lived forty years 
within the castle walls. The citadel, or keep, is 
built on higher ground than the other parts of the 
structure, and from the top commands a very ex* 
tensive range of view. Departing from Carisbrook 
they returned to Cowe8,with the design of leaving 
the island the next day. 
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Bidding adieu to the Isle of Wight, they had 
a pleasant sail, in the passage-boat, to Portsmouth, 
the most considerable haven for men of war in the 
kingdom. It is situated at the mouth of a gulph, 
that runs within the land, and, at high tide, sur- 
rounds a small tract of land called Portsea Island. 
This place has scarcely a rival for tlie extent, 
strength, and magnificence of the land fortifications, 
as well as for those nobler bulwarks, the navy, and 
its proper accompaniments. The fortifications were 
begun by Edward the Fourth, improved by Henry 
the Seventh and Eighth, and brought to great per- 
fection bj Queen Elizabeth ; but the completion of 
its strength and greatness was reserved for the reigu 
of Chatles the Second, who furnished it with wet 
and dry docks, store-houses, rope-yards, and every 
thio^ necessary for building, rigging, armings and 
victualling ships of war of all rates. 

The 



The different occupatiqns of the bu8^ artisan^ 
afforded ample amusement to our joung travellers. 
Their fir^t.walk was toat^and^o^ne, populous ad^i. 
tion to„ the. tqwB, called Portsea, where tliej^ in- 
spected ^|ie Gun-jai;d,, a place of steaf, cyriositjr, 
well stored, with gr^at guns, bullets, bonjl^s, n^or* 
tars, an (J grenadoes of yaripos sort^ and sizes, piled 
lip vj:ith Ih^ nicest regularity. They next visited 
the docl^-yard, which cqiitaios within ils walls a 
va4 i^uipber of st^re-h^ousesi coi^modious/lwellings 
for tjie prinpijp^l officers, a marine academy, ^nd a 
neat modern chapel. The Anchor-forge and the 
Hope-hQUs^succeededJotl^e Dock-yard : thplattei; 
h^s thi;^ stories qf igaqaens^ \engi)i^ where hug^ 
c»ble§ are t wished hj ai^ huijidred m.en; yet the 
la)i)pur is sqsev,ere tb^t they c£^n suppai;t it only fou^ 
houi^&a daj^ From, this ipl<|ce they {proceeded to th^e 
beach, where they beb,eld, with a sort of hQi^est^ 
pride, ous fleet riding proudly before them. Mr. 
Franklin rei^arked, th^at they were probably stanc^-^, 
ingpn the very ^pot where the Empress Mauc^ 
landed, ^hen sh/e can;^ to dis^pute the right of 
Kii^g Stephen to (he crown of England. 

Having h,ired ^ boatg^ they passe^over to Gpsport, 
a large place, situated on the opposite point of the 
harbour, forming a sort of appen,d9ge to Pojqts- 
mouth, though, divided from it by the water. 'It 
is very populoi^s, ^nd chiefly inhabited by sailors 
ani4 Pfiificers. Its prin9if>al pn^ameht is a noble 

hospital, 
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hospital) for the relief of sick or wounded seamen 
and marines. 

Being again seated in tbe carriage, our travellers 
directed their course through a country rich in 
prospects, diversified with distant views of the isle 
of Wight and the ocean, and embellished with 
numerous seats, towards Southampton. They halt* 
ed within two or three miles of the town, to see the 
ancient relics of Netley Abbey : they stand on the 
eastern banks of Southampton Water; and the 
mouldering walls are overgrown with ivy, and so 
embowered with trees, as to produce a kind of me- 
lancholy veneration on the mind of the beholder. 
They entered the Abbey by a large square court, 
enclosed by high walls : turning towards the right, 
they passed through the grand hall leading to the 
chapel, whose sides are still nearly surrounded by a 
flight of steps : it is built in the form of a cross, and 
has several recesses communicating with the Abbey. 
On the side next the river, this sacred edifice was 
formerly defended by a castle, the ruins of which 
are hastening to decay. The whole sarronnding 
scenery accords with the solemnity of these relics 
of ancient magnificence, and are beautifully pic- 
turesque., 

Having indulged themselves here as long as their 
time would allow, they walked to Southampton, a 
town of considerable antiquity, that has undergone 
many hostile attacks from different nations. It was 
once destroyed by the Danes, and, in the reigo of 

Edward 
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Edward the Third, very severely injured by the 
French. It was likewise the scene of that memo- 
rable reproof of Canute to his^ sycophant court iers, 
who told hiro, that the elements were at his disposal. 
In order to expose their folly and impiety , he ordered 
a chair to be placed on the beach, where, having 
seated himself, he forbade the tide to approach fur- 
ther. When the water reached his chair, " See," 
said he to his followers, ^'how well the sea obeys 
me : the only SovereigTt of Natare is the King of 
Heaven, and to him alone belongs universal re- 
verence and adoration/' From this time, he is said 
to have laid aside his crown. 

But to return to Southampton. — Its present con- 
sequence arises from foreign trade, and the resort of 
the best company in the bathing season. Its build- 
ings are numerous and elegant ; and its situation 
extremely pleasant, environed by many gentlemen's 
seats. The High-street is of a noble breadth, and 
very long, ending in a fine quay. 

From Southampton they proceeded along the 
banks of the Tees, till they were diverted from the 
high road by the appearance of Broadlaqd, a seat 
of Lord Palmerston's. Many of the apartments are 
decorated by the works of eminent masters; but 
an elegant simplicity is conspicuous in the orna- 
ments and furniture. The grounds extend nearly 
to the ancient town of Rurasey, the inhabitants of 
which are employed in a manufacture of shalloons, 
called rattinets. It has a fine old Gothic church, 

where 
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where MV. Franklin pointed dut to bis popifo the 
monument of Sir William Petty, a person of great 
capacity and ingenuity, who flourished in the early 
part of the seventeenth century. When a boy, he 
laid the foundation of bis future attainments, by a 
close observation of whatever fell under his notice, 
and passed much of his time allotted to play, in the 
workshops of mechanics and artificers. 

Inhere being nothing to detain Mrs. Middleton 
here, she hastened to her friend's house at Salisbury, 
where she remained a week. The mornings were 
chiefly devoted to the inspection of whatever was 
curious in the place aiid its neighbourhoods The 
£rst object that drew attention was the cathedral, 
celebrated for having the loftiest spire in the king- 
dom. It is a magnificent Grothic pile, and was 
erected in the reign of Henry the Third, when the 
style of Gothic arcliitecture became more tight and 
elegant. It is preserved in high order, and has re- 
ceived many improvements from the skill of mod)ern 
artists, which has rendered it a beautiful edifice. 
Tlie chapter-house is an octagon of large extent, 
curiously supported by a single pillar of slender 
dimensions : Its valuable library, and a noble organ^ 
complete its etnbellishments. It stands in a targe, 
welNplanted close, surrounded by handsome stone 
buildings, chiefly inhabited by the canons And pre- 
bendaries. 

Salisbury is a large, regular, and beautiful city, 
ilituated in a valley, and almost surrounded by the 

Avon 



AyoB aod its ooniributary rivers. The inftTV^f- 
pl9ce isa spaciQUs square, if ell siipplifd lyitb pf^r 
visioos. A small sir^m, conyeje^ i^ a o^R^l 
formeii of bri^k^ runs (hrougb every sfr^t, aad 
CQntribntes gi^tly to the h^altii ^( t|ie iabal^if^nt^ 
aad tbe cleanlinfisf of (lie p^pe. 

Tboir second ejLcuri^ion was to tl^eipanuf^c^ures, 
wbiph CiBiDSist of flanpels i^pd linsej^; ^nd tl^e dif- 
f^r^nt biaiicbes of putlery of tbe bigiiest polUb, pa^- 
ticalarly scissprs, of wbich the ladies furnishedl 
thfwisdlyes eftrt wjtb a pair. 

Old SfiruiQ, at abput a mil^ dislanti i^li^nce 
Salisbury took its name and origip^ dr^W their np^^t 
atti^ftlipp* It cpntinpes tq sei^d two m^ipbers iq par- 
liament, tbpagh now reduced to a solitary farm- 
boose. Of its ancient cQfisequefii^e, they ^ere tpLcp 
that it was a Roman station, that piainl^ined its 
inoportanioe for a Ipng sijiccession of 9ges ; b^t a 
quarrel arising, in the reign of King Stephen, |j.e- 
tween the clergy and the garrison, the form/sr C9n* 
trived, under Henry the Third, to foi^nd a p^v ca- 
tb^edml, in the present Salisbury^ and rei^ovethe 
e/Qel^sias(iqal dignitaries thither; fron| which period 
tbe old town gradually decayed. The hill on which 
it stpod is circular, and in the cc^tjre ro$e a i9f^y 
castle, of great strength and magnitude. 

Whatever pleasMre M)r. Franklin might t^cidiwfi 

franoi CQAtecpplatipg \}ig scile^.qf Old Sarum, the 

y-oupgef pairt of the company wcfe far more ag^^ 

ably entertained by an excursion to Wilton, where, 

8 5 having 
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having seen the fine manufacture of carpets, for 
which it 18 famed, tbej proceeded fo the seal of the 
Earl of Pembroke, coDtainrng one of the most va- 
luable collections of antique busts, statues, and mo- 
numents, in Europe. It is likewise richly adorned 
with paintings, exquisite in their kind. Before the 
grand front of the house stands a column of white 
Egyptian marble : the shaft is of one piece, of pro- 
digious size. It is crowned by a statue of Yenus^ 
highly admired for its beauty. The vestibule is 
adorned with the busts of several of the lioman 
emperors, and two columns of peacock marble, 
with cavities in the capitals, which anciently served 
for urnjs. Every apartment, the staircases, halls, 
and "entrances, are ricltly embellished with statues^ 
busts, or pictures : the subjects of many of them, 
Arthur and Edwin explained to their sisters, in a 
manner that gave Mr. Franklin much satisfaction, 
as it convinced him they had properly attended to 
his historical lessons. 

Wearied with a multiplicity of objects, they 
gladly changed the scene to the pleasant park and 
grounds of Longford, an elegant seat of Lord 
Radnor's. 

Wherever they visited, they heard the praises of 
Sir James Harris, father of the present Earl of 
Malmesbury, late a resident of Salisbury ; whose 
fine taste in literature is immortalized in his works, 
and whose elegant manners gave a turn to the cha- 
racter 
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racter of those with whom he associated, whilst the 
excetience of his moral cprtductfotmcd a model for 
all who knew him. ^/ /j^ '- '■ 

The time fixed for Mrs.' Middleton's stay at 
Salisbury being elapsed, she took a grateful leave 
of her friend, for her hospitable reception, and pro- 
ceeded to Stonebeoge, supposed to be a Druidical 
monument, standipg'on an extensive plain. 
, Their ride from Salisbury had no other bound 
than wide, open downs and heaths, stretching out 
beyond the reach of sight, into that vast champaign, 
called by the general name of Salisbury Plain, 
where wander innumerable flocks of sheep, with 
theirsolitary shepherds; the sole inhabitantsof these 
wilds, except the bustard and the wheatear, and a 
few other animals that love to exclude themselves 
from the abode of man. Besides the principal ob- 
ject of their attention, many ruinsof Roman, Saxon, 
and Danish monuments, are scattered about these 
districts; some of them, that appear to have been 
sepulchral, are ranged almost in a line. Passing 
these tombs, they approached the circular range of 
huge stones that form Stonehedge : some of them 
joined at top by a piece laid across. The most 
skilful antiquaries differ widely as to the purposes 
for which this monument was erected, and the peo- 
ple by whom it was constructed : points concealed 
by the obscurity of the veil of the long lapse of time. 
The poet thus strikingly describes it ; 

Such 
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• Such thespacicms plain 



Of Sarum^ spread like Ocean's boundless roand. 
Where solitary Stonehenge, grey with moes. 
Rain of ages^ nods. ■ ■ 

oyer's fleecb. 

The soil of this uncultivated waste produces 
wildburnet, and fine grasses for sbeep; and the 
borders, fertilized by folding the flocks upon the 
ploughed land, yield plentiful crops of rye, barley, 
and wheat. 

They slept at Amesbury, where the treacherous 
Elfrida converted a monastery of monks into a nun- 
nery, in order to appease the tormenting reproaches 
of a guilty conscience, for the murder of her son- 
in-law, Edward the Martyr. The town is beau- 
tifully situated on the banks of the Avon. Oar tra- 
vellers were charmed with the Duke of Queens- 
berry 's seat near it, built by Inigo Jon^. '• Here,'* 
Mrs. Middleton remarked, " was born that excel- 
lent man and elegant writer, Joseph Addison. The 
Spectator alone, of which the best papers were the 
productions of his pen, will immortalize bis name, 
as long as English literature shall be remembered.'' 
' A fair morning invited our travellers to start 
carl^, in order to reach the city of Winchester by 
dinner-time. It is seated on the western declivity 
of a hill, the base of which is watered by the Itch- 
ing and its branches. Its renown in ancient story 
is great, having been the metropolis of the British 
Belgae ; and, after the decline of the Roman power 

in 



HAifPsatitE. 397 

in Britain, the chief residence of tte West Saxoa 
kings, as well as that of the English monarchs 
-when the heptarchy was dissolved. During his 
troubles, King John retired thither; and Charles 
the Second bad a design of fixing his court here, 
as appears by the shdl of a fine palace he began^ 
but did not live to finish. The plan was noble, 
and an extensive park was marked out as a suitable 
appendage to this royal habitation : but the execu- 
tion of this grand project has been laid aside, and 
the unfinished apartments have been devoted to the 
use of French prisoners. Near the west gate o«r 
travellers visited the remains of a strong castle, said 
to have been built by King Arthur. The chapel 
is of great length, and still entire: at one end of it 
is shown King Arthur's round table, where, tradi^ 
tion relates, he was accnstoiAed tp feast with bis 
knights. The cathedral is of great antiquity, 
having been founded by one of the first of the kings 
of the West Saxons, and is famed as the burying* 
place of that race of monarchs. Having been re* 
paired at difierent periods, the architecture within 
is of various kinds; amongst which is a beautiful 
stone screen, of the composite order, designed by 
Inigo Jones. The altar is very rich and handsome, 
and has lately been decorated by a fine picture, 
of Christ raising Lazarus from the dead, from th^ 
pencil of West. The remains of William Rufus, 
who was killed in the New Forest, were interred 
under a plain tomb of grey stone, in the area lead- 
ing 
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ing to the high altar; and in the aisles are several 
curious and superb raonumenls. Amongst the 
illustrious personages whose ashes repose in this 
cathedral, is William of Wickham, bishop of this 
diocese, a noble patron of learning, and the 
founder of a college, liberally endowed and well 
conducted, that stands without the city wall. The 
hall where the scholars dine and sup is a large 
apartment in the Golhic style; and the chapel is 
finely decorated with screens, stalls, and an altar- 
piece, richly carved. The cloisters surround a 
large square: in the centre stands a library, erected 
in the reign of Edward the Sixth. The school- 
room is large and handsome, and opens into the 
college-meadow, which led them to St. Catherine's 
Hill, where the boys enjoy their sports on holidays : 
being a festival, it was now covered with a numerous 
train of happy countenances, who, freed from re- 
straint, were amusing themselves with various kinds 
of manly exercises. Our young travellers sympa- 
thised with the cheerfulness of the scene; and Ed- 
win, who had an excellent memory, repeated the 
following lines from Gray : . 

" Ah, happy hills ! ah, pleasing shade J 

Ah, fields beloy'd in vain! 
Where once my careless childhood stray*d, 
A stranger yet to pain.** 

r ^ 

« Many eminent pcjrsons," said Mr. Franklin, 
" have been educated herej and the episcopal chair 

of 
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of Ibis bUhopric, which is one of the richest in 
.Euiope, has been often filled by prelates distin- 
guished for their learning and virtue. From this 
lively group they walked to the venerable structure 
of the Hospital of the Holy Cross, where they were 
spectators of a ceremony that was still more pleasing 
to the benevolent heart of Catherine. This build- 
ing is appropriated to the charitable purpose of 
accommodating thirty decayed gentlemen with 
board and lodging. By the will of the founder, 
every traveller that knocks at the door is refreshed 
with a manchet of white bread and a cup of beer. 
At the moment of their arrival, a pedlar, with his 
family, seated in panniers on the back of an as9, 
had just sounded the knocker, and the hungry chil« 
dren were partaking of the accustomed bounty. 

Bidditig adieu to Winchester, they approached 
the confines of Sussex. '^ Before we leave Hamp- 
shire, let us remark," said Mr. Franklin, ^^ that, 
among other great characters, it has produced the 
truly amiable and pious Dr. Watts, who conde- 
scended, in the most happy manner, to employ his 
pen for the instruction of children of the tenderest 
age, though qualified by his fine talents to enlighten 
mankind, both as a poet and a philosopher. Lily, 
the grammarian, who was the first master of St. 
Paul's school, was a native of this county; as was 
also Dr. Young, the author of the celebrated Night 
Thoughts, and other poetical works." 

Turning 
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Turning louihwardt, (hey caiae to Chichester, a 
city of remote antiquity. It is still eneompassed 
with a stone wall. The market-house is handsome; 
and there is a stately cross in the middle o^f the 
market-place. The eaihedral, though small, is h 
fine structure, and has a spire of curious work- 
manship. Vast quantities of malt are made here; 
but the principal manufacture is that of needles, 
which afforded mueb entertainment to our young 
travellers. 

Hating refreshed themsclyes with cockles brought 
from Selsey, they renewed their journey to Arundel, 
a town pleasantly situated on the side of a hill, near 
the mouth of the river Aran, a stream that yields 
mullets of excellent flavour. On the summit of the 
hill stands a castle, Che ancient seats of the dokes of 
Norfolk. The town bad formerly a good harbour ; 
bpt it is now so much choked up with sand as to 
admit only small vessels, in which are exported 
great quantities of timber for the dock -yards. 

Want of horses obliged Af rs. Middleton to re- 
main h^e all night, where we shall leave her till 
the next diapter. 
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lingJUhelmsimie, tVlk&aiears. BaiteL Jhbe^^ Cinq^fPartt. 
Great Men. Dover Cliff. Mrs, Carter. Canterlmry, 
Thomas d Becket, Mrs. Elstob, Oysters, ^Tunbridge 
H^dls. Graxesend, 

X HE whole partj being assemUedT bj the mora- 
ing' summons, set out again, and passing New 
Shorebaro, a town that has a considerable trade io 
shtp-buiWing, came to Brighthelmatone, one of the 
most ikshionable bathing«places in the kingdonr. 
Here is every accommodation for the votaries of 
pleasure, as wefl as invftlidisr assemblj-rooras, 
pubiie libraries, and a theatre. The Sfetne is a 
fine lawn, that serves the purpose of a public walk. 
The Prinoe of Wales passes much time here, and 
has built an elegant pavilion for his residence, 
fitted up withinside in the Chinese style, with 
correspondftig furniture; which gives it a light, 
rather than a magnificent appearance. 

The sea encroaches upon this coast : its waves 
make continual inroads on the cliffs of Bright- 
helmstone. A number of boats are employed in 
catching mackaret and herrings; and it is easy io 
procure a paissage to France, when the two nations 
are at peace. 

As 
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As Mn. MiddletoD was stepping into the car- 
riage to proceed on her journey, wheatears, a deli- 
cate bird, rather larger than a lark, which abound 
on the downs, were offered her for sale. 

Lewes was the next place they visited. It is a 
well-built, populous town, seated on the river Ouse, 
which is navigable for barges. It is finely situated 
on the declivity of a hill, crowned by the remains of 
an ancient castle. From this point our travellers 
surveyed a beautiful view of a richly- varied coun- 
try, amongst which the extensive downs, spread 
like a green carpet of velvet, and dotted with sheep, 
makf a predominant feature. In the baron's wars, 
in 1863, was fought near this town a bloody battle, 
in which King Henry the Third was defeated and 
taken prisoner. 

Traversing the downs, they had an agreeable 
ride to Battel, famed for its manufacture of fine 
gunpowder, and the venerable remains of its abbey, 
erected by William the Norman, on the spot where 
the body of Harold, his antagonist, was found, 
after the decisive battle of Hastings, fought in 1060, 
by which he gained the crown of England and the , 
appellation of Conqueror. i 

Hence to Hastings, the first in rank of the 
Cinque ports : though it has an indifferent har- 
bour, and but little trade except the fishery, it has j 
of late become a place of great resort for bathing. 
A country richly varied and covered with woods, 
led them to Winchelsea, another of the Cinque | 

Ports : I 



8U88BX. . 40S 

Ports: it was built ia the reign of Edward the 
First, io supply the place of a (own of the same 
name, that had been swallowed up by the sea in a 
terrible hurricane. The town now presents an 
object of decay, with its grass-grown streets bend- 
ing over a rocky cliff, and its haven choked up 
with sand. 

Having no inclination to remain here, they passed 
on to Rye, where they took up their abode for the 
night. It is a handsome, well-built place, and an 
appendage to the Cinque Ports. Its harbour is 
choked up with sand io so great a degree, that it 
exports corn, malt, bops, and the other products of 
the country, in small vessels only. A wet afternoon 
confining Ihem to the inn, the young people en- 
treated Mr. Franklin to entertain them with some 
account of the Sussex worthies. 

^^ Bishop Juxon," said he, '^ was born at Chi- 
chester: he was a great and good man, and raised, 
in the troublesome reign of Charles the First, to the 
office of Lord High Treasurer, which, being a cler- 
gyman, exposed him to many difficulties. His 
amiable character, however, continued him in his 
bishopric: he was suffered to attend that unfortu- 
nate monarch on the scaffold, and was promoted, 
on the restoration bf Charles the Second, to the 
archbishopric of Canterbury. 

<* John May, born in a village called^ay field, 
was an eminent poet and historian. / , / * 

^^ Jqhn Seldon also drew his first breath in this 

county; 
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oottntj; a maD remarluible for his st^etvuoui de- 
fence ol constiiationQl Uberty, aiijA hi$ great skill 
M ani antiquary, as ia e?iiH)ed by scveraj learned 
pvblkalioiips on tfie sufcgect. 

<* Ot^?ay, tha dpamatic poet^ wb.ose wprJcs stJU 
ejiarm the reader of taste, w.as ^ i^^tivQ of Si^sej^ ; 
and notwithstanding his merit as a writer, is^id to 
iMive perished of bimger from extreme poiferty, 

^^ in more recent tjaies, the na)tne&,of Collins aad 
Hay tey, both famoriteB of the mi|SQs,.refleQt hoaour 
on this county. 

'^•As our road,'* continued be, ^^ has chiefly lain 
aloog the aea-ooast, it may not b^ useless to inSmxi 
you, that the northern part of Susse;;; is a fiat, woody 
tract, bayijDg but few towns of eminence in iL It 
was formerly entirety covered with forests, which 
have been greatly thinned by the consuqiptipo ot 
tkaber, made kilo chaseoal for the use. oC the. iron- 
works, hv which iktafi parts were ooce faine^*" 

^ TcHmorrow," said Mrs. Middletoii, ^^ we s|iall 
enter the county of Kent, r&oh in a long list of great 
persons, amongst whom may be DReotioAed Qiieen 
Elizabeth; her secretary, Wal^n^b«^9ft^ William 
Caxlen, who introduced the art of printing into 
JSngland; Lardner, qdehvated for his ^bledefei^ce 
of Christianity; the biave General Wolf^a ai^ 
Wollett, the engraver." 

These remarks were interrupted by the appear- 
ance of supper; and ia the morning they renewed 
their journey, pasaing through the great Rocpney 

Marsb, 
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Mar»h, i^maricabk fbt tiie riclmessof lis sot], »&(} 
the imriQj^ of cattle of .prodigiaus ai^e. Tb^ woimd 
Alotig'the coast to Folksloife, a fisbtn^toim ihat 
gave birth to Harvey, whose name is itsiBoHalbed 
by the discovery of the cifcubtion of the btood. 

Here the scetie changed from « lofir, flat, fdnsy 
coaatry, to bold, hiigh obalk^difli, whose white 
sides, visible at a great xUstdnee, gave the name of 
Albion to our island. This bind of 'shore conti- 
nues to Dover, where the cli& rise (aasublitae 
height: they yield plenty of sainpliire, which is 
pickled and sent to di£6erent parts of Eogland. The 
toiii^n is romantically situated in a vall<!y bordering 
on the sea, and overlooked by its venerable castle, 
a strttctuir« of remote ai^tiq^ity. Hither «ur tra- 
vellers ascended with some iatigiae, bat were well 
recottfp^rtsed by the extensive view it cetttfmand^, 
and the curious remains of walls, ditches, battle- 
ments, moUttts, and other warlike ^)oivtrivanGe6 to 
render itifmpi-egnable; netwftbstandiag, it has often 
changed Masters, as, from its great tmpoiftadce, it 
has been assidotnidy besieged by seireralcandidates 
-for the crown, with different success. The mobie 
pier that forms the harbour, was the kingly work^f 
H0iiry the Eighth,- and cost a vast sam t)f' money, 
tboi^h (he porpoise is defeated, <as theJiarboartcao 
only admit vessels of stnall burden.; its fol>mer coo- 
seqm^ndeihavnig dlrindled tto beitg the pmoipal 
slalffm for shekels to^i^'rance amd FlMders. But it 
remahis' tor^ be «be of the ohtef df those aooieat port 

towns 
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towos on this coast, called the Cinque Ports, still 
distingaished by various privileges; though the 
alteration in trade, and perhaps in the coast itself, 
has reduced them to a state of insignificancy, com- 
pared to what they formerly were. 

The children passed an hour with peculiar plea- 
sure, on the broad beach at the mouth of the great 
valley, in gathering beautiful marine plants, and 
mosses; and in picking up curious shells and fossils, 
which are plentiful on the shore. 

The great Chancellor York, earl of Hardwicke, 
distinguished for his integrity and ability, was a 
native of this town ; as well as Kennet, a learned 
writer and eminent prelate. 

Proceeded by the South Foreland through Deal, 
the residence of the venerable Mrs. Elizabeth Car- 
ter, celebrated for her great learning and poetical 
talents. Deal, chiefly the resort of sea*faring 
people, to Sandwich, a town seated on the Stour, 
principally built with wood. Its harbour is so 
much choked up with sand, that its trade is re- 
duced to exporting, in small vessels^ corn, fruit, 
and garden seeds, the produce of the neighbour- 
hood. 

The shore along this coast is flat and sandy ; most 
of the towns are inhabited by fishermen, pihits, and 
others whose employments belong to the sea. 

Between the North and South Forelands lie the 
Downs, a road greatly frequented by shipping. 
Off at sea are the dangerous Goodwin Sands, aup- 

pOSCHj 
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posed once to have formed part of the Kentish 
shore. 

Grossing the Stoor, thej made an excursion 
through the Isle of Thanet^ divided from the main 
land by that river, and rich in corn-fields and 
madder; the farmers being famed for their excel- 
lent husbandry. 

At Ramsgate, a neat sea-port, they were detained 
only whilst they saw (he pier, built of white Pur-* 
beck stone, and esteemed one of the finest in Eng- 
land. 

Margate, so much frequented by lovers of sea- 
bathing, stands on the north side of the isle, in a 
small bay, with a fine strand for the bathing ma- 
chines, which resemble a tilted cart, with a curtain 
behind, stretched out with hoops, that lets down and 
conceals the bathers from view : they are driven into 
the sea by guides, who are accustomed to the busi- 
ness. Having an hour's leisure before dinner, they 
walked to Draper's Alms-houses, which are a com- 
fortable and pleasant asylum for ten aged men and 
women. Kingsgate, a seat belonging to Lord Hol- 
land, built in the Italian mode, attracted their no- 
tice: it is situated near the North Foreland. . 

From this point they directed their course to 
Canterbury, the capital of the county, and the me- 
Iropolitan see of all England. It stands in the 
midst of very extensive bop-grounds, which supply 
an important article of commerce. The buildings 
are generally old, and rather mean ; but there is a 
* grand 
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gvand-^coodiiit, erected hy. Archbishop Abbot ; and 
a venerable cathedral, where lie entombed the re- 
loains of manyof our kings, jirincei, and other il- 
lustrious persons, pariicula?^ JHenrj the Fooith 
and Edward the Black Prince. .Before thedajs of 
reformation, it had thirty-seven altaif, at one of 
which was murdered that turbulent, ambitious 
priest, Thomas a Becket, archbishop of this see. 
Superstition consecrated his memory; and the im- 
pressions of the knees^ of those who caoie from all 
parts to pay their devotions at his shrine, are still 
visible in tlie coarse, hard, marble pavement. So 
rich were the offerings, that his chapel is said to 
have glittered with jewels of inestimable value; 
and there appeared throughout the whole church a 
profusion of more than rqyal splendour. Ujider 
the cathedral is the church of a Walloon congre- 
gation. The Walloons were refugees from France, 
who^ttlcd .herein the rejgn of Edward the Sixth, 
and established a silk mannfaclory, which is still 
carried on. Brawn is a commodity made here 
. also in great perfection. 

The city is of remote antiquity, ^and •many re- 
lics, both'Rooiaii and belooging to the^ewiy 4iges 
of Christianity, are to be found hese ; jparticutarly 
the iniins.of A monastery built. l^y St. .A^gjistine, 
wJio was one of the earliest preachers of Cbrisli- 
anity in this part of the island. Bertbi^ queen of 
Ethelbert, united with St. Augustine ia oonvertiftg 
the Jiin^^ ;and making lu'oseij'tes. The. very. aa- 

♦ cient 
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Miak cfamdi of St Blaitia mm set apart fwt this 
piom qveea, and is now an object of great curi- 
osity. The Tirtttes of Bertha are celebrai^ in a 
homilj on the birth'-daj of St. Gregory) traofilated 
from ihe Saxon by Mrs. Ehtob, a lady whose ta* 
lents and learning doiionour to her sex. She was 
not only mistress of the Saxon and Latin, but seven 
tyther languages; and had a mind well stored with 
knowledge in general, which she displayed in va- 
Yions pnbKcations. 

The great Earl of Cork^ an able statesraao, was 
the descendant of an honourable family in tibis city. 
The celebrated Mrs. Behn was born at Canterbury; 
a poetess of great wit, united with so much judg*^ 
meat, that Charles the Second employed her very 
sattsfectorily in several foreign negociations. 

Whiht at Canterbury they made an excutaiou 
to Fevershani) a flourishing sea-port, where James 
the Second was stopped as he was attemptiag to 
embark for France, after the success of the Prince 
of Orange. 

The neighbouring country is exceedingly fertile^ 
and well planted with cherry orobardsj which sup* 
ply the London markets. Many of the inhabitants 
follow the profession of an oyster dredger; there 
being vast beds of the beat kinds of oysters on the 
shore. Several gunpowder mills in the vicinity 
give employment to others. 

'Returning to Canterbury, they took a westeriy 
direction to Maid^tone^ enjoying a pleasant ride 

T through 
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through fruit-orchards and hop-grounds, varied 
irith hill and dale, ploughed lands and verdant 
meadows. 

Maidstone is the county town, and stands on the 
Tiver Medway, by which it is enabled to export the 
produce of the surrounding countryi particularly 
bops. Birch twigs for brooms form a considerable 
article of exportation to London. The waters of 
the Medway turn several paper*mills; and the 
poor women and girls enjoy the benefit of a mana* 
fiicture of thread. 

Leaving Maidstone, they proceeded to Tunbridge 
Wells, within a few miles of which was born the 
gallant, generous, accomplished, and heroic Sir 
Philip Sydney, the admiration of his own and suc- 
ceeding ages. He flourished in the days of Queen 
Elizabeth, and was the patron of the poet Spenser. 
This village is famed for its romantic beauties, and 
elegant assemblage of company, who are attracted 
thither by its chalybeate waters. It is composed 
of three hills, called Mount Sinai, Mount Epbraim, 
and Mount Pleasant, on which are agreeably in- 
terspersed good houses, orchards, and gardens. 

Catherine and Louisa scarcely knew which most 
to admire, the picturesque wildness of the high 
rocks, feathered with woods, or the covered walk, 
called the Pantiles, lined with shops, where the 
richest and naost elegant toys, particularly in tur- 
nery ware of beautiful veined wood, are displayed 
with the greatest taste and variety. At the hour of 

departure 



departure they caitered the carriage with regret, and 
were presently coavejed to the town of Tunbridge, 
an iH-built place, remarkable chiefly for havingfivc 
stone bridges 6trer the Medway and its branches* 
Here is a large fihee-school, founded by a native of 
the town, who, from a deserted cbild^ rose to the 
dignity of Lord Mayor of London. 

Leaving Sevenoaks to the right, where the reb^l 
Gade defeated a party of the royal farces in the reign 
of Henry the Sixth, they came to Westerham, the 
birth-place of Bishop Hoadiej, and the Residence 
of the late Mr. Day; a man of a philosophic mind 
and independent spirit, to whom my young readers 
are indebted for that admirable tale, Sandford and 
Merton. The town is pleasantly situated on the 
river Durant, which rises from nine springs at no 
great distance. 

Mrs. Middleton wishing to pass over to the 
county of Essex, determined to direct their course 
to Gravesend, leaving the western nook of the 
county to some future opportunity, as the vicinity 
of the metropolis formed no part of her present 
plan. Gravesend is populous and full of bustle, 
from being the station of outward-bound ships till 
inspected by the custom-house officers. The town 
is dirt J and disagreeable. Vast quantities of gar- 
den vegetables are raised in the neighbourhood ; 
and near it are large chalk-pits, that yield great 
quantities of lime. 

t2 At 
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At a IMOe diitenoe tli^ ybited Ute ySlagt of 
SwsneiKxiiDbe^ said to be tke spot where the Kentish 
awB^vbdlerBdl mider the boughs of traes^ like m 
Moving wood, net WilHam tbeOonqoennr, «nfl 
demattded, as the prim oF their iabminmn) a etm- 
iit&alioa of their rigbta and privfleges, Somo 
customs peculiar to this oeunty, partioularly timt 
df gavel*kfaid, whieh divides Ibe ioflidad {noperty 
a^aally amongst all dw sons <tf the -saim faHwr, 
fills cokmr to this tmdition ; though it is probable 
thM ^ Ihot is not ittelod wiiJi wact&ess. 
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spacious Caverns. Lord Petrels. Chelmsford OaoL Layer 
Mamey Ruins. Heronry. Colchester, River Orwett, 
LtOhner^s Tower. Ipswich, ff^olsey. GaoL Esmak 
Worthies. St. EdmmuP* Tomtu Kind NeighbowfS^ 

AmAVING prepared tbemselve^ with a good 
ImakfMt. 9ki Gravesen^, Mrs. Mkldleton and l^er 
fmUy were feiried <^yer the Thames to TUbiirj 
fm^f nes^rl^ <>pf>o8Ue, ^here Queen fSizabeth. re« 
immed the anoy she had assembled ta appose the 
ftiBoiw Spanish Amada, in ]588. 

Javited by the report of ^papious caverns near 
JBaat Tilbnry, they went t^ take a Tie^ of them; 
bat fottad only plai:ea hoUewed ou\ of a chalk cliffy 
aad lined vUb stone» of sncb rem^ antiqiuty, t^ 
the w» of them eannot be aK^ertftined. 

Remountipg the carrii^ej^ they pawed tbronglii 
the YJItag^ of llovndon q« the Hill, vhence they 
^joyed a «nQ|t ^t^nsi?e prospect of a ri^h vale^ 
QO?md with yerdwre, interspersed with WQQd% 
tbretagh which winds tb^ Thames^, full of ships» 
backed by the bills of Kent. Thence to the noUe 
maaaion of J^oid Petre, ooastetiiig of a centre and 
^^^tS wbioh terttinat^ a lang^ of colonnades. Tbf 
Aapsl is adapted to tba Roiwn Catbolio woisbip^ 

to 
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to which the family are attached. The late Lord 
bore a rerj amiable character, and was the beloved 
patroQ of Dr. Geddes, who, though a Catholic 
priest, was the intrepid enquirer after truth, and, 
with most commendable zeal, endeavoured to purify 
the Scriptures from the accidental mistakes of a 
numerous succession of translators. 

Leaving the woody tract of Epping Forest at some 
distance to the westward, they proceeded through 
Billericay and Ingatestone, neither of them present* 
ing any thing remarkable, to Chelmsford ; the latter 
part of the road bordered with bop-grounds, and 
the tall spire of Danbury church, which serves as a 
sea-mark, risible for miles. It is a neat, well-built 
town, where the assizes are held^ in a very hand- 
some town-house. There is also a large new gaol^ 
built according to the humane regulations of the 
benevolent Howard, and a pretty stone bridge over 
the Chelmer. It is a fine thoroughfare, not only 
for 'travellers, but droves of cattle, provisions, and 
manufactures, from Norfolk, Sufiblk, and the in- 
terior parts of the county, to London. 

Turning eastward, they pas^ through the ele- 
gant village of Baddow, and crossing Gaily Hill 
Common came to Maiden, said to be the deat of 
the first Roman colony in England. It is' seated on 
an eminence, near the Confluence of the Chelmer 
with the Black water : by means of the latter, which 
is shi arm of the sea, it has a considerable shipping- 
trade in cbrn, coal, See,* Here is a jBohool-he^se, 

which 
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which wfiis form«rtjr a church, that' possesses an 
extensive librarj for the use of the neighbouring 
clergy. 

, Black water Bay is famous for excellent oysters; 
as are several other places on the Essex coast, par* 
ticularly Burn ham and Colchester. 

Mrs. Middleton had but little inclination to ad- 
vance into the Hundreds, a rich, marshy district, 
bordering on the sea, chiefly occupied by opulent 
farmers, who hold extensive tracts of land, and rear 
vast numbers of the finest cattle on the luxuriant 
pastures, which are generally divided by deep, 
broad ditches, instead of hedges. Agues are very 
prevalent in these parts, which is a sad allay to the 
pleasure of the inhabitants, who might otherwise 
enjoy their situation ^ as the soil yields abundance 
itf corn, the.shores plenty of fish, and in the winter 
multitudes of wild-fowl are taken in the decoy- 
ponds. 

She was, however, persuaded by the young 
people to make an excursion a few miles put of the 
road to Layer Marney, for the purpose of seeing 
the remains of a grand palace belonging to the 
Marney family, called Layer Tower. Little more 
thAn the gateway is standing; but that affords aa 
ample testimony of its ancient magnificence. 

In a fenny situation, at a little distance, the young 
people were much -amused with a heronry ; these 
birds having fi:>rmed such a number of nests, thal| 
ii might be compared to a rookery. 

They 
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T Wjr M-cnteMd Ibe great load at KdMd«i^ m 
town rematkabte for the aeatiMi of ita iMildiafiw 

Lezden Heath preaentlj succeeded, where aie 
aooe sDcieiil fortificatioDa, tnppMed to have be^^ 
longed to the Roinans. The yiUage oi the sasie 
name is pleasantly siluated, and is chieflj com- 
posed of elegaat villas* 

They next reached Colchester, the krgest and 
ttost popnlois town in the county. It stands on the 
river Coln^^nd haa twd ve churches. It is a place of 
considerable fane in the ancient records of history, 
haying been a station of the Romans, and in the time 
of the civil wars suffered severriy by a siege, tiaces 
of which are still visible in the battered walls and 
rained oburches* The castle is very aacient, and 
stands near the centre of the town. The Hytbe is a 
long street towards the river, and nay not unaptly 
be eaHed tile Wapfiing of Colchester. It has a large 
trade, though now not so flourishing as formerly, in 
die making of baize, for which the spinning of wool 
employs the peasants* wives for many miles round ; 
as the same manufacture is diffused through most of 
the towns in this part of the country. Colchester 
oysters are in high repute; and the roots of the 
eringo, which grow plentifnlly near Harwich, are 
candied^ and form an article of tele, being thought 
beneficial in diseasesof the lungs. Saffiron is another 
vegetable production of use in medicine, particn- 
lariy cultivated in the northern part of £ssez, neat 
Saffron Walden, a town that taheaits name fimn 
this eircumstance. Mr. Franklin remarked, <* that 
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9919? liiptoH^iif p^Ut^ that tfa« motlMir ^ Coiitaii- 
tia^ was bom i^t Cplche^ter, Amongit tba pbania* 
tfiiB of later twas," said he, ^ iUy* the ^lebiat^J 
naturalist, may be pointed gut (q yw woU^ 
tJQil, as a natir^ of £ssei(.*' 

They ne^X proceeded to Harwichy a seafpoity 
situated oo a tongue pf lapd opposite to the uuioii 
of the Stour and OrweUs ii^hose waton fprui a kige 
bgr, which a^rds ap pcpasioaal shelter to the 
poaating fleets tbiit pftsn aad repass these shoies. 
The chief supppit of the town aro tho pac|:tts, 
which, in tiiw of peace, are ppnstaatly sailing be* 
twpoo this plaos and {lelvo^tslpys* Here our 
tr^^vellers visited both the hot and eold salt-water 
baths 3 the buildings arp el^aut, a»d th^ dressings 
lOPfns and ather ap<^ipoiodatip04 Pi^celleat. 

Wishing to see a stwng fortification eallfd 
Liiudguftrd Fort, tbpy took a boat, and crossed tho 
harbour for that purpose, as it stands on the $pf* 
Iblk side pf the water-. It wa$ built in the re^p of 
king Japies the First, and was ft^werly far stronger 
than it is at present* 

. Mrs. l^iddletea took the passagP^bpat to Ips?' 
wiph, from a desire of enjoying tho beautiful yipwi 
on the shores pf tb« OrweU, a river that winds with 
H sprpeotinp ponr^P tbrpv«h picturesqup ispod9» 
that cover the sides of gentle eminences, sloping tp 
tbo wptar I tbp openings are prob^llished with an 
antiqup ruin caUpd 3isbop l.ati«ei*s Tower; ami 
fipp se«fts> amongst which tho mo^t s^rihing ^e Sir 
Itpbfrt Harland's^ and Wolyerston Hall. 

t5 As 
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As thej drew near to th^ town, thej observed 
several mills of diffinrent kinds, and docks for baild- 
ing ships. The river is no longer navigable tor any 
thing btit small craft, being crossed by a bridge. 

Ipswich is a place of considerable size, having 
twelve churches, with many handsome houses and 
some good streets, the principal of which are well 
paved and lighted. It boasts of great antiquity, 
having been twice pillaged by the Danes^ though at 
that time fortified by a castle, rampart, and <litch. 
The market-place is large : in the centre stands a 
handsome cross, bnilt at the expence of Cardinal 
Wolsey: near it is a modern octagon building, 
called the Rotunda, erected for shops and the ac- 
commodation of the market pe<q[>Ie. The town*faall 
stands on one side of the corn-market, and is a very 
ancient building. There is a convenient quay for 
landing goods, and a considerable trade to Green- 
land. Several charitable establishments do honour 
to the benevolence of the inhabitants, particularly 
schools jfbr the education of the poor, and an ex- 
tensive lying-in charity, supported by the ladies. 
Cardinal Wolsey was the son of a butcher in this 
town. By his eminent abilities, and the favour of 
his sovereign, Henry the Eighth, he rose to the 
highest dignities of church and state, the popedom 
excepted ) an honour to which his ambition aspired, 
but his hopes were disappointed. Soaring beyond 
the condition of a subject, he lost the royal fitvour ; 
and in his adversity displayed a most striking ex- 
ample 
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ample of the instability of all human prosperity. 
Attached to his. native town, he founded a college, 
that be. intended should serve as a preparatory 
school for his larger endowment at Oxford : but 
his misf<Hrtunes prevented him from finishing his 
design. A gate, built of brick, worked into niches, 
wreathed pinnacles, and other decorations, accord- 
ing to the fashion of his times, is the only trace 
remaining of this edifice. 

The new gaol, provided with every comfort and 
advantage that the circumstances of its unhappy 
inhabitants will admit, being built on an healthy 
spot, purified by fresh air, and regulated with 
the naost exact cleanliness and humanity, drew the 
particular attention of Mr. Franklin, who observed 
to his pupils, *^ that though it was the duty of 
government to punish criminals for the benefit of 
the community at large, it was unjust to inflict the 
miseries of filth and disease, which fiir exceed the 
penalties of the law, on those wr^ched miscreants 
whose crimes have deprived them of the enjoyment 
of freedom. To the glorious philanthropy of 
Howard^" said he, "and the wise policy of oaf 
magistrates, who in many districts have listened to 
his humane Buggesfions, do we owe the modem 
improvement of our gaols; a benefit that affects a 
multitude of human beings, many of whom may 
be Nclaimed and restored to society." 

Having explored the town and its principal 
public buildings, Mrs. Middleton walked with her 

fiimily 
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finnily to the goMdl but beauttfol pttrk belongkif to 
Chrtttcbiiicli, tbe seat of Mn Fonneieaiiy sitoalcd 
at tbe Tery edge of it Tbe manstoa is in a sljle 
of former dtys, and wee ooee a priory^ witb wbick 
Ibe bandflOflie adjobing cburcb of St. liargant 
ooAnaoicated. The park is stocked witb deei 
lenarkable for tbeir beauty, and commaads pic* 
toresqae views of tbe town peeping between ibe 
trees^ and tbe river covered witb sbippiog* 

Making a .circuit from the Fark they came to 
tbe New Barracks^ which are a handsome range of 
bniUiogs for the accommodation of cavalry. There 
aie^ likewieei veiy extensive barracks for iaftntiy^ 
bnilt on a bill tkat leads to the Woodbrtdge road ; 
fto thai in time of war this place bears tbe aspect of 
a garrisoned town. 

Tbe environs are delightfolly varied whb bill 
and dale^ enlivened with pleasant villages, and 
clothed with loMttriant woods; the view of tbe river^ 
which at high tide spreads its wateis like a litlle 
sea^ often nacKpeotedly barsls npon tbe sight, aad 
lenders tbe ptmptdL enchanting. ^* It has> given 
bwtb to some djfltiognished chajracters,'' reaiarked 
Mia. MtddMaa.to her daagh^em, ^amoogst whom 
may be mentioned Mrs. Clara ifeeve, tbe ingantooa 
antbor of the Old Eoglidi Baron and other works; 
afnd Mrs. Trimmer, yfham u$eM wrttings, and ww 
wearied persevdaooe ia mtrwetmg mnllitndes of 
ike lower classes in the knowledge of iheir- doty, 
ohiim greirt esteem,'* 

Having 



Hvring tikfia a itoevell of Ipswicti^ tbeif course 
waa directed to Burj St. Edmund's; passing in 
their way threugh Needbam, where the poor have 
some emploTflMiit in makiog Suffolk blues and 
cloChsy and maoy of the womea and giris weave 
boae*iAoe. 

The spring being now admnced* the banks aloii|» 
the ioad»stde were gaiijr enamelled with primroses» 
violets, and blue-bells ; and the holly hedges, which 
glow with universal loxoriance in this part of the 
oouotry, were in full beauty t the birds^ busy in 
choosing partners, sang melodiously: and tbedili* 
geat ploughmen wepe furrowing the ground with 
sorrel horses, a breed peculiar to Suffolk^ and re- 
surkable for strength and beauty. 

'they halted at a large^ ban^me town, eidled 
Stowe Market, seated between the branches of the 
GrippUigandtbeOrwellyof which the trade consists 
in the osanofactare pf woollen ^uft. The boys 
vere charmed with the cherry-orchaids in bloom, 
and regretted that it was too early for the ft ait, as 
the cherries near this towa are esteemed superior 
to (host of most other plaoes. 

Gonltnuing their journey they reached the ve- 
nerable and handsDaoe towa of Bary, often called 
Bury St. Edmuttd^e, on aocoant of a rich abbey, 
jbimded hem in honour of Si. JSdmund, who euf- 
feied martycdom. It is well situated for health and 
pieaaure, being sheltered by a fineendosed country 
towarda the eowtfa, and having ddightfol cham* 

paiga 
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paign fields towards the noTt6. The abbey, tto 
chief ornament in ancient times, was built in a 
very remote age, and enriched, by the superstition 
of that period, with valuable donations. The tomb 
of St. Edmund, in particular, was hung with mag- 
nificent oblations: a noble gatehouse, belonging to 
this leligious structure, remains nearly entire; and 
the ruined walls show that its limits were very ex* 
tensile. 

Besides the abbey, there was an hospital at every 
gateof the town: in one of these, Humphrey, the 
good Duke of Gloucester, is supposed to have died 
by poison, at the instigation of the monks. 

The town is built with great regularity, many of 
the streets crossing each other at right angles : an 
advantage it owes to a terrible fire that destroyed 
most of the former buildings. 

At present there are only two churches, both 
handsome edifices: in (hat of jSt. Mary is the tomb 
of Mary Queen of France, daughter of Henry the 
Seventh, afterwards married to the Duke of Suffolk. 
There are many other public buildings that attract- 
ed the notice of our party; particularly the fine 
cross in the market*place, and the grammar free- 
school founded by King Edward the Sixth. 

It gave birth to Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, 
who rose from an obscure station, in the sixteenth 
century, to be Lord High Chancellor. Great ta- 
lents, and a happy concurrence of circumstances, 
produced this extraordinary promotion. He paid 

too 
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too servile an obedience to the wishes of Henry the 
Eighth, and under Queen Mary was a rigid per- 
secutor of the Protestants; a conduct that gave him 
bitter remorse at the approach of death. 

This town yi the favourite residence of the neigh- 
bouring gentry, and is environed by noble seats. 
Before Mrs. Middleton left it, she indulged the 
young people with an e&cursion to the principal of 
these. Their ride to Eusfon, belonging to the Duke 
of Grafton, was over a wild heath, covered with 
-breaks, whins, and bushes, that intermingle their 
branches in the greatest profusion. The approach 
-^to- the house is rery grand ; and the park and 
plantations are extensive, and tastefully disposed.^ 

Livermere and'Ampton, the seals of two private 
gentlemen, next drew their attention, and not only 
delighted the eye by the beauty of the grounds, but 
afforded an uncommon instance of good neighbour^^ 
hood. The two parks join ; and the owners have 
formed, from a small stream, a noble serpentine 
rtver that waters both,over which they have erected 
a handsome bridge, at tlieir joint expence. 
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Newmarket Bac€9. Ken. Nanmck. WeolFec^. Yarmouth 
Carts, HMham. Rainham. Houghton. Narfori, 
EaphatVs Wart. Great Men. Lynn. 

Aj& it was the time of the spring meeting ni New- 
mnrket, Mrs. Middletan was willing to gratify the 
jQOng people ipith a sight of the diTenion ; the 
races of that phice being the nest oelebmted of any 
in JBngUnd. The gaiety of the companj, the 
beauty and fleetoess of the bonscsy with the party- 
coloured dresses of the riden/afi>ided a lirely spec* 
taole, apid gave charms to a place otherwise possess- 
log few attractions^ as it consists iperely of one prin^ 
cipal street ; many of the houses belonging to sofale* 
men or gentleoien who are fond of the sport. 
Charles the Second bqilt a pslaoe here for bis own 
accommodation^ where he encouraged the diyersion 
by his presence* 

When the race was over, Mr. Franklin and the 
lads visited the numerous stables where the horses 
are trained and prepared for this exercise. The ex- 
treme neatness and order in which they are kept, 
and the perfection to which they are brought, led 
Mr. Franklin to remark, ^ that horse-racing was a 

national 



National benefit,, as fiur as relates to the improve* 
meat of that noble animal; but that it fteqoentlj 
is the ruin of its votaries^ bjr introducing them into 
the society of gamblers and sharpers/' 

Hastening her joung fiimily from this> scene of 
dissipation, Mrs. Middleton directed her course 
eastward, along a wide, solitary, naked heath» 
The dreariness of their ride was sometimes enK* 
vened by the flight of the Royston Crow, a species 
peculiar to the whole eastern coast,, and its neigh* 
bonrhood : it is a bird of passage, the colour grey, 
with a black head. Once the rare sight of a flock 
of wild bustards (t) gratified the curiosity of the 
party. These birds are almost as large as a turkey,, 
and are now become very scarce in England. 

They passed through MUdenball, a large, popu- 
lous town, having a noble church, with a very 
high tower, in their way to Tbetford, an ancient 
place, that was formerly a bishopric, and still re« 
tains monuments of past grandeur, it stands on 
the little Ouse, which is navigable to Lynn, and 
coaveys the com, which forms a principal article 
of the commerce of Tbetford* 

Thence to Attleborough, now little more than a 
pleasant village, though it boasts of having been a 
city. 

Next succeeded Win^am, an iU«i>uill town, 
with a fine old churdi, situated on the edge of an 
extenaive comuKm^ the haunt of multitudes of rab- 
bits. The iahahitaats aie employed in knitting 

stockings, 
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stockings, and turning wooden spoons, trencher^^ 
and spindles. Kelt, the tanner, was an inhabitant 
dfthis town, who in the reign of £dward the 
Sixth, drew an immense multitude together, some 
say 160,000, and took the city of Norwich. Being 
defeated on Mousehold Heath, by the Earl of War- 
wick, he was taken and banged to the steeple of 
Windham church. 

After passing a heathy tract for some mites, the 
quiet succession of neat villages, adorned with 
well-built houses, announced their approach to 
Norwich, the capital of the county. The tall 
spire of the cathedral, and the intermixture of 
houses and green trees, like a city in the midst of 
gardens, gave them a prepossessing idea of the 
place, at a distance, which, on nearer inspection, 
was rather damped by the irregular, narrow streets, 
formed of well-built habitations and mean cottages 
huddled confoscdly together. 
' Norwich has undergone many revolutions, hav- 
ing been plundered by the Danes, restored to a 
prosperous condition under Edward the Confessor, 
besieged by William the Conqueror, and finally 
rendered an opulent manufacturing city by the set- 
tlement of some einigrants from Flanders, who in- 
troduced the art of weaving crapes, bombazeens, 
and stufl^ of various kinds, with such success as to 
sU'pply not only the demand ^of home consumption, 
but also Holland, Germany, and the ports of the 
MediferraAean. The preparatory operations of 

spinniogi 
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^pinDing, carding, Sec. affords employmeat to the 
female poor in most of the small towns and vil- 
lages io the county. It is said that the twisting of 
worsted yarn was invented in the small town of 
that name. After visiting the looms of the mana- 
faciurers, they proceeded to examine the public 
buildings, amongst which the cathedral is first in 
conteqaence for magnitude and workmanship, the 
roof and cloisters being curiously carved: it has a 
beautiful painted window, the ingenious perform- 
ance of Mrs. Lloyd, the lady of one of the deans. 
The churches are very numerous; and the stately 
caslk, standing on a hill, commands a fine view 
of the city : it is now converted into a shire-houae 
and county gaol. The Bridewell is an ancient 
building, as appears from its being made of flints^ 
beautifully cut into regular little squares, and art- 
fully joined together without any visible cement. 
A noble infirmary, extending its benefit to the 
country as well as the city, bears testimony to the 
humanity of modern times. 

The neat arrangement and ample supply of pro^ 
visions,. particularly the most delicate poultry, in 
the very spacious market-place, charmed Mrsh 
Middleton. It is adorned with a handsome town-^ 
bouse, and a lofty ckoss, boiU with free-stoBiS. 
The river Yare cons through the city, and is cover* 
ed with several bridgea. The water ha&amuddy 
bue^ being frequently diacolottred by the dyers^ 
who chiefl/ reside Jieae il» 

Norwich 
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Norwich ha« inodaMd many kaincd chanicten 
at difimnt periodB, dbtiBgittBhed Itj thek writings ; 
but nose more coiiaeiil for pieiy, taleati^ and an 
independtnt miiid^ than Dr. Saamel Clarke. 

Mrs. Middkton fband a Tvry pleasanl society, 
haTiRg letters of inlroduction to several peraoos of 
a literary turn of mind, whocoadiieled bet to tbe 
public library^ and formed parties that iadaeed 
her to prolong her stay. la one ot these the young 
people were much entertained by a descrtpiliQa of 
the wool-combers' fisasl, held ooce in twenty 
years. On this occasion a pfocesaioa^ ferased by 
the representation of Bishop Blaise (u), drawn ia 
a car, and other pageants, fcdloved . by a vast 
number of young persons aad children dressed in 
while, and faacifttUy adorned with wool of Farioiis 
oolouTB, parade round the market^plac^ attended 
by music, &c. and form one of the moat beautiful 
public shows in England. 

Amongst such a pleasing dicle of acquaiataaoc^ 
there ivas no difficulty in selecting some who were 
wilting to join them in an excorsieo to Yarmouth, 
and a few of the principal seats in the Dorthem 
part of the county. 

Fdlowing the course of the Yare, they came im^ 
mediately to Yarmouth^ one of our principal aca* 
ports. The streets are built paiattel to each other, 
eommunieating by narrow r«w% which obligo the 
inhabitants to use sasall cars, of a peculiar con«- 
struetion, with the wheds beneath, both as a cav- 

riage 
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Mgt to ride upon, asd for the con^ejance of 
ioadg. It ins an ezcdleot mar ket-place, and a 
verf estennve and beauUfiil qoaj, which is a 
groat advantage, as the inyiort and ^port tmdt 
of Nerwioh9and many other plaoes, are carried on 
here. Besides (be e^^portation ef manufactiKed 
fwidfii, and vast quantities of corn and malt, the 
lowar classes are basilj employed in the spriqg 
hy the mackarel fishery, and in the autumn by that 
of herrings, and dryiqg and curing the fish ; which 
are afterwards, under the name of red-herrings, 
either consumed at Jiome or sent to Spain and Italy. 

Leaving Yarmouth, they proceeded through 
North Walsham, a pleasant village, to Cromer, a 
&htng-towa reaorted to by sea-bathers, standing on 
a high diff, gradually undermined by the sea. 
The fishepoMu belonging to this place catch mul- 
titudes of lobstevs, which are sent either to Nor* 
wich or XiOndon. 

Theace tluough Holt, an insignificant place, 
«uvirooed with woods, to Holkham, originally the 
&ie seat of 4he fiarl of Leicester, but now in the 
possession of Mr. Coke. 

Passing under atriumpbal arch, they came to an 
obdisk, orscted on a hill covered with plantations, 
affording a sbeUer to a numerous race of pheasants, 
^hose glowing plumage delighted the eye of little 
LonisayAS they Jew amongst the branches or walk- 
ed u|K>u the lawn. Amidst these groves open 
%ht vistas to the south front^ which is light and 
^ elegant. 
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elegant. The inside of the housfe presents eir^ry 
convenience and luxury that can be enjoyed, united 
with magnificence in the state apartments. The 
Egyptian hall is supported by eighteen marble pil- 
lars, and is greatly admired for the beauty of its 
architecture. The saloon is hung with crimson, 
relieved by elegant pier glasses. Amongst other 
rich ornaments of the drawing-room, Catherine 
distinguished the beautiful tables of agate with pe- 
culiar pleasure. The state bed-chamber i^ hung 
with Freuch tapestry, and has a remarkably fine 
chimney-piece. The statue-gallery is of great 
length, terminating at each end by an octagon ; (he 
one furnished with books, the other with statues.' 
The chapel is lined with Derbyshire marble, and is 
suitably fitted up with a fine altar and decorations, 
consistent with the sacred purpose to which it is ap- 
propriated. The domain which environs this e]<&- 
- gant mansion is adorned with a fine park, a beau-^ 
tiful lake, and noble plantations, rising like an 
amphitheatre one above another^ but its most dis* 
tinguisbed and delightful ornaments, to a reflecting 
mind, are the admirable arrangements of Mr. 
Coke*s experimental farm, the advantages of his 
tenants, and the happy peasants who inhabit hi& 
cottages, and by their cheerful countefiantes and 
superior comforts, bear a willing testimony to the 
benevolent and wise policy of their worthy patron. 
Bidding adieu to Holkham, they cam6 to Wal- 
singhara, and took a view of the venerable rilin^s of' 

Bingham 
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Bingham Priory, of which there is still staiidinga 
large structure,, having a beautiful Tront of Gothic 
vorkpianship, that gives it Ihe appearance of a 
churchy 

Thence to Uainham, belonging to the Marquis 
Townshend, pleasantly situated in a h^hly-culti* 
rated country. This house contains, among other 
pictures, one of Belisarius, when blind and forsaken, 
by Salvator Rosa, «o highly esteemed, as of itself tp 
attract a number of visitors. 

Passing through Fakenham, where there were 
formerly salt-pits, they advanced to Houghton- 
Hall, the birth-place of the famous Sir Robert 
Walpole, who retained the place of prime minister 
a great many years, in spite of the opposition of 
contending factions. The defects of a flat situation 
are concealed by ihe artful disposition of surround- 
ing woods and plantations. This villa was once the 
boast of the county, on account of its picture-gal- 
lery, which was prized as one of the choicest col*, 
lections in England. Tbe late Lord Orford dis- 
posed of this valuable treasure to Catherine, late 
Empress of Russia; by which he stripped his 
family mansion of its chief ornament, and reduced 
the objects of attention within it to mere spacious, 
well-proportioned apartments, fitted up with mag- 
nificent furniture. 

Lamenting this national loss, they left Houghton^ 
and proceeded to Swaffham; where, after refreshing, 
themselves with a hasty meal, they took the oppor- 
tunity 
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tatMj of ifiewing Nftrfefd, a seat bailt bj Sit 
Andfew Foontaiiii aboot foar miles from the town» 
The hoaie is len to be admfied tbaa .the valaaMe 
collection of pictures, printfty and other citriesitieB 
it contains. One cabinet is licMylvrnisbed with 
antique vases, urns, bowls, lamps^ and ether vessels, 
of a cream-coloured kind of fine ^rlfien ware^ 
painted after the designs of RapfaaeL Whilst the 
company were admiring this britUe treasure^ in flew 
a white pigeon, through a window left caielesslj 
open: this circumstance threw the servant into 
great agitation; but by Arthar's dexterity the 
pigeon was caught, and Raphaers ware rescued 
from the threatened destruction. 

Here Mrs. Middleton parted with heir friends^ 
with many promises of renewing the acquaintance^ 
They returned home, and she, with her family, 
pursued the road to Lynn. 

As they were approaching the confines of the 
connty, Mr. Franklin, as usual, enumerated some 
of the distinguished characters it has produced : 
amongst others he named Spelman, the antiquary ; 
Shadwdl, poet-laureat to King William and Qaeen 
Mary ; Bishop T^arson, celebrated for his £xpo« 
sition of the Creed ; Archbishop Herring, remarks- 
able as a divine and a loyalist at the time of the 
Scotch rebellion ; and the great Sir Edward Coke, 
an oracle of the law^ and most strenuous defender 
of the privileges of the House of Coilimons and'the 
rights the people. 

They 
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They foand Lynn a rich, populous place. It is, 
by way of distinction firom several villages bearing 
the same name, called King's Lynn; Jiaviiig re- 
ceived oaany privileges in the reign of King John, 
for adhering to him in his war with the barons. It 
was anciently a fortified town, as appears by the 
remains of a wall and trench. It is adorned with 
two handsome parish churches, and has fifteen 
bridges, over four small rivers that run through it. 
The narket-place is handsome, and eml^llished 
with a statue of William the Third on horseback, 
and a cross covered with a dome, encompassed with 
a gallery, and supported by pillars. It being the 
time of the fair, the town was full of company, 
which drew Mrs. Middleton to the theatre, the 
assembly, and ball-room ; the latter of which is 
modern, and elegantly ornamented with lustres and 
other suitable decorations. 

By the communication of the Ouse, and the 
rivers that unite with ir, Lynn supplies the mid- 
land counties with coals, timber, and wine ; and, 
in return, exports corn and malt in very great 
quantities. 



CHAP. 



434 



€HAP. XXXVIH. 

Crowland Abbey. Fens. Goskerd. H^ater:f<m>L Hertrmry. 
Mckkhaeki. EeroeBand 'Bx^. lineotn. Lord Burleigh 
mnd^kergretdMem. Queen CiUkarme'9'M<^mmmni. mid 
Cat. tf^ortkies. StiUan Cheese. JsUqfBkf. 

JDEFORE they left Lynn, a debate was held 
whether tbey should make a circuit bj Ely ; but 
as Mr. Franklia assured Mrs. Middletoa that there 
, was nothing but the cathedral in that city worth 
observation^ aod as they had already seen so many 
fine Gothic structures, she decided for proceeding 
to Wisbeacb, a town composed of good buildings^ 
having a considerable trade in oil, pressed from \ 
seeds at mnlls in its neighbourhood; and in the 
exportation of corn, conveyed in barges, the river \ 
not admitting larger vessels for some miles near the 
place. 

Hence they went to Crowland, an ancient town, 
situated in the midst of a shaking fen. The three 
principal streets are raised on piles, divided by 
water-courses bordered with willows: a triangular 
bridge unites them in the centre, that rises so high 
above the fen, that both horsemen and carriages are 
bilged to pass under it. As they were viewing 

the 
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the imnains of Us ooce s^^ndid . abbey, Mr. 
FfafikliB .reoiarfeed, tbat the religious edifices of 
tbese fenny tmcts are generaily st^ly, band* 
some stone buildings, which show the r^igions 
vM of the times, as the molerials for them nmst 
have been coUeoti^ isilh great labour, ttiere not 
being a stone-quarry for many miles. The chief 
HieanB of livriibood to the inhabitants ariae from 
the fieh Ihat abound in the riyeia, and (he innnme- 
fable multitudes of wild-ducks that are taken in 
the decoys. Many are the ingenious contriTances 
used by the decoy^nien to tempt the ducks into 
their nets; and tbe art of the dogs and dueks 
trerined to the aervioe is vealiy surprising. 

Pasising through a marshy frn to Spaldiag, Ihe 
observati^BS of the children on the ihce of the 
country, led Mr. Fmnklin to tell Ifaen, ihat Lin- 
colnshire is divided into three districts : ^^ That of 
liindsey, to the north," said he, ^' is Ae highest 
land, though without any eminence that deserves 
the name of a hill ; the Woulds, which form part 
of it, are large heaths, that rear numerous flocks of 
sheep. Tbe district of Kesteven, lying on the west- 
ern side of the county, has^ also extensive heaths, 
but they are intermixed with some fertile tracts of 
land. The third district, called Holland, resembles 
tbe country after which it wan named, as you may 
observe, being one continued succession of fens 
and marshes, some of them drained by canals and 
crossed by raised causeways.*' ^^ It must be a dis- 
V 2 agreeabl 



430 A FAMILY TOCfi. 

agreeabiecouDtry for a residence," said Catherine, 
'*<as I suppose it is unwholesome, and swarms in 
aanmer ynih gnats and other insects.'' ^^Your 
conjecture, is true/' replied Mr. Franklin; ^^yet 
the fens, e?en in their native state, aie not nsdess, 
and aflfoid many curions objects to the obsenring 
eye of the nftturalist. The fpo& of the cottages are 
thatched with the reeds that grow amongst Ibe wa- 
ten, and are annoally harvested for that purpose. 
T^e support of a great number of the inhabitants | 
arises from the prodigious flocks of geese that are I 
bred among the undrained fens; their quills and I 
feathers bringing great profits, as well as the bird \ 
itself, which is driven in vast numbers to the Lon- 
don markets. Those geese which are kept far the 
sake of the feathers, are plucked and shorn twice a 
year. <^That seems cruel," said Louisa, <<to i 
pluck their feathers whilst they are alive." '< It , 
doubtless gives them some pain," replied Mrs. 
Middlefon, '^ but not so much as might bo sup- 
posed, as the old ones are said to submit quietly to | 
the operation. The vast variety of water-fowl," 
continued she, ^Mhat resort to these watery tracts, 
differing from each other in habits and plumage, ' 
would afibrd you a rich source of amusement, had 
you opportunity tpncquaint yourself with their pe-J 
culiarities. Wild-geese, grebes, godwits, whiro- 
brels, coots, wild-ducks, teal, widgeon, aad a ^reat 
many others that I do not at present Tecollect,i 
Abound here. The London markets," continued 
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she, ^^arerapplied with wild-fowl cbieflj from the 
Lincolnshire decoys, which excel all others in size 
and DiuBber." 

Observing a gosherd tending his flock, they 
enqaired the way to Cressy Hall, where the great 
heronry is situated, near Spalding. He directed 
them to it ; and after viewing this vast assemblage 
of these birds and their nests, they entered the 
town, which, from its neatness, and the canals in 
the streets, so much resembles a Dutch town, that 
they could have fancied themselves in Holland. 
Here they were told, that at Bourn, a town a few 
miles distant, was born the great Lord Burleigh, 
secretary to Queen Elizabeth ; and that a village 
named Woolstrope, not far from Bourn, gave birth 
to Sir Isaac Newton, the greatest philosopher of 
any age or nation. 

Proceeding along the banks of the Welland, (a 
river in which, once in seven or eight years, im- 
niense shoals of stickle-backs are observed ascend- 
ing the stream, in a column composed of such mul- 
titudes as to be sold for a halfpenny a bushel, and 
to be used as manure for land,) they passed by 
Fosdike Wash, an inlet of that great arm of the 
sea, called the Wash, or Washes, which is passable 
at low water, but from the shifting quicksands, not 
tvilhout danger, as was fatally experienced by King 
John, who, in the barons' wars, here lost all his 
carriages and camp equipage, with many men. 

The course of the Witham conducted them 

through 
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througb a fenny country, where lliey observed 
numbers of rufis and reeves, and other aquatic 
birds, till they reached Boston, surrounded by lux- 
uriant pastures, covered with sheep and oxen re- 
markable for their size and beauty. This is a 
considerable town, well built, and adorned with 
a very fine church, that has a lofty, elegant tower- 
steeple, which is seen at many miles* distance, and 
serves as a land-mark to ships at sea. From this port 
vast quantities of oats are exported to London. 

At Tattersall they changed horses, and staid just 
long enough to view the very curious ancient brick 
tower for which it is celebrated. 

From this place they went to Lincoln. On the 
road, Edwin enquired what were its manufactures? 
"It has none," replied Mr. Franklin; «its chief 
trade consists in exporting the natural produce 
of the county, oats, wool, &c, and in importing 
coals, brought by the Trent and Fosdike; which 
latter is a canal, opened by Henry the First, and 
forms a communication from Lincoln to Trent." 
This city is ancient, ill-built, and of much less 
extent than formerly. It lies partly on a plain^ 
and partly on a steep hill, crowned with the cathe- 
dral and the ruins of a castle. The cathedral is a vast 
Gothic pile, richly decorated within, lofty, light, 
and grand. Some of the windows, though very 
antique, are extremely fine. The prospect from 
this structure extends over a vast dead flat, scarcely 
varied by any other object than watery fens and 

wide 
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wide moors. Tired with its uniformity and dreary 
appearance, they hastened to the inn, where, 
amongst other delicacies peculiar to the country, 
were knots and dottrel!. In the afternoon they 
walked to Swan Pool, a large body of water formed 
by the Witham, where they saw a multitude of 
stately swans sporting on its surface. 

Being salijsfied, without extending their journey 
farther northward, in this paradise of graziers, 
decoymen, and gosberds, they turned their course 
towards Newark, which stands near the Trent, the 
principal river of Nottinghamshire. It is a neat, 
handsome market-town, remarkable in history for 
ttie death of the inglorious King John, who here 
sunk a prey to the misfortunes excited by hisrown 
baseness and folly. Here, too, the equally unfor-^ 
tonate, though better-intentioned monarch, Chariea 
the First, after his defeat at Naseby, put himsdf 
into the power of the Scotch army,, at that time 
besieging this town, by whom he was afterwards 
given up to his worst enemies. 

Ke«entering the county of Lincoln,, they came 
to Grantham, a place of considerable size, with a 
handsome church, having one of the highest stone 
spires in England. 

They next reached Stamford, a large, old town, 
that anciently had a university, seated on the Wel-^ 
land, and surrounded on all sides by fine seats ; one 
of the most distinguished amongst them belongs to 
the descendants of Cecil, Lord Burleigh : it is a 

grand 
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grand mansion, decorated richlj, according to the 
taste of past ages. Reviewing the apartnoents re- 
called many anecdotes of that great man^ and led 
to the enquiry of what other eminent characters 
were natives of this county. Mrs. Middleton pre- 
sently recollected the following : Sutton, the found- 
er of the Charter-House; Mrs. Centlivre, a dra- 
matic writer ; Dr. Dodd, a popular preacher, who 
suffered for forgery ; Dr. Busby, master of West- 
minster School ; and Mr. John Wesley, a man of 
extraordinary talents, and head of the Methodist 
church. 

A ftmali part of Stamford lies in Northampton- 
shire, a corner of nhich our travellers now crossed ; 
halting at Peterborough, an ancient city, though 
not very large, as may be supposed from its having 
but one church, except the cathedral, which is a 
rich specimen of Gothic architecture, decorated 
with carving and fine painted windows. The guide 
pointed out to their notice the monument of Queen 
Catherine, who was divorced from Henry the 
Eighth ; and the unhappy Mar^, Queen of Scots, 
who was beheaded by the malice of her rival. 
Queen Elizabeth, at Fotberingbaj Castle; to which 
they next repaired, that they might view the scene 
of her last sufferings, which she bore with extra- 
ordinary fortitude and resignation. 
, As they were not likely to proceed further into 
Northamptonshire, Mr. Franklin, with his usual 
attention, gave them some general information con- 
cerning 
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oemifig it. He said, .^^that it was in most parts 
fertile and agreeable, being thickly studded with 
the seats of nobles and gentry. To the south/' 
continued he, ^^ there are still the remains of its old 
forests : that of Wbittlebury is remarkable for being 
the bannt of the wild cat, the fiercest of the British 
animals of prey. Its principal river," added he, 
^* is the Nine, or Nen, and its chief town, North- 
ampton, distinguished by a handsome, spacious 
market-place. Hervey, who wrote the Meditations 
among the Tombs ; and Dryden, a truly poetic ge- 
nius; besides many other men of learning and ta- 
lents, were natives of this county." " In history," 
remarked Mrs. Middleton, ^^ it is rendered famous 
bj the decisive battle that was fought, in 1645, at 
Naseby, near the borders of Leicestershire, be- 
tween Charles the First, and the Parliament army 
commanded by Fairfax, which terminated in the 
total defeat and ruin of that unfortunate monarch." 

They crossed a fenny country, intersected by 
some shallow lakes, the largest of which is called 
Whittlesea Meer, in their way to Ramsay, a town ^ 
nearly encompassed with fens. It is joined to the 
main land by a causeway two miles long, enclosed 
with alders, bull-rushes, and reeds, which now 
made a beautiful appearance. 

After partaking of a rich^ delicate cheese, made 
at Stilton, a village at a few miles' distance, cele- 
brated for that article, they followed a conductor 
to the magnificent remains of a Benedictine abbey ; 
u 5 which^ 
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WMeby like fba! of Crowland^ was probably erected 
in tbe nridst of a bog, for the sake of seoority from 
the annoj^ance of an enemy ; as well as with a view 
to a plentiTttl supply of provisions, froin the wild- 
fowl and f\9h that inhabfC these watery regions. 

Fram hence to Hnntingdon, a neatly buitt town, 
of no great magnitade. It received its name from 
the district in which it stands, having formerly been 
one entire forest, devoted to the pleasures of the 
chase. It is now environed by beautifol meadows, 
watered by the Ouse, and covered with innumerable 
herds of cattle and flocks of sheep. It is most re- 
markable as the birth-place of that very famous 
and extraordinary usurper, Oliver Cromwell. 

The large village of Godmanchester is only 
parted from Huntingdon by a bridge. It is famed 
for the wealth of its farmers, who have a custom, 
when any king of England passes that way, of 
attending him with ploughs drawn by fine teams, 
and addrned with rustic trophies, composed of 
implements of husbandry, &c. 

Being desirous of spending as much time as pos- 
sible at Cambridge, they did not go to Kimbolton 
Castle, which lies in an opposite direction ; though 
it was the peaceful retreat of Catherine of Arragon^ 
after she was divorced from Henry the Eighth. 

Entering the county of Cambridge, and advanc- 
ing directly to the University, they avoided an ex- 
tensive fenny tract, to the northward of the Ouse, 
called the Isle 6f Ely. This vast marsh is in- 
terrupted 
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terropted by a few elevated spots; on the principal 
of these stands the city of £ly. The low grounds 
are naturally a bog, formed by the stagnation of 
the water from the overflowing rivers wtth which 
it abounds ; but the patriotic exertions of two earls 
of Bedford, who, with Infinite labour and expence, 
drained, by innumerable cuts and canals, this ex- 
tensive level, have converted a considerable part of 
it into either rich pastures that rear multitudes of 
cattle, or arable land that produces some of the 
finest oats in the kingdom. The principal of thei^ 
drains, called, in honour of the noble projectors, 
the Bedford Old and New Rivers, run navigable, 
in a straight line, upwards of twenty miles across 
the county, from the Great to the Little Ouse. 
<^ How much more deserving of a statue," exclaim- 
ed £dwin, when he heard this account, ^^we.re 
these bene&ctors of their country, than a destructive 
warrior, or the founder of an abbey for idle monks 
and nuns." 
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Cambritlgc, Colleges. Stowe, Straw-^vork. Antiquities 
at St. AlhanCs. Safe Arrival at Home, 

Cambridge, independently of the colleges 
and public edifices connected with theno; being an 
irregular, ill-built place, did not make such a 
striking iknpresston, at first sight, as Ihej felt at 
the entrance of Oxford. 

Mr. Franklin having been educated here, un- 
dertook to be their guide. He first directed their 
attention to the senate-house, a beautiful stone 
building, of the Corinthian order, destined to the 
use of the senate, ivhen they meet to confer degrees 
or transact other business. Within, it presents a 
magnificent room as to size, and exquisite in the 
proportion of its dimensions. The ceiling is en- 
riched urith stucco urork ; and the sides adorned 
i?ith columns and galleries. At the east end is a 
gallery, supported by pillars, supposed to be large 
enough to hold eleven hundred persons. They 
oext visited the public library, to vhich they 
ascended by a geometrical stone stair-case, and 
entered a suite of rooms furnished with a vast 

collection 
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collection of books, many of which are particularly 
valuable, either for their antiquity or rarity. Be- 
neath these apartments are schools for divinity, 
philosophy, law, and physic. From the library 
they proceeded to the colleges. That of St. Peter 
is one of the noblest : it has a good hall, a large 
garden, and^a cold bath. The chapel is adorned 
with an organ, and a fine painted window, repre- 
senting the crucifixion. There is no difference 
between halls and colleges at Cambridge ; there- 
fore Clare-Hall may be considered as a college. 
Its buildings are extensive and magnificent, and its 
pleasure-grounds so well disposed and delightfully 
situated amidst groves, water, and corn-fields, that 
they form the favourite parade of the inhabitants 
on a summer's evening. It has an elegant chapel^ 
with which is connected an octagon anti-chapel, 
lighted by a beautiful dome. Pembroke-Hall is 
more distinguished for having fostered the eminent 
talents 'of Spenser, Gray, Mason, and Mr. Pitt, 
(late Chancellor of the Exchequer,) than by any 
peculiarities in its structure or decorations. The 
library at Benet's College is rich in a treasure of 
ecclesiastical manuscripts; but they are guarded 
with such jealoua care, that it is difficult to get 
access to them. Trinity College was founded by 
Henry the Eighth, and contains two spacious 
squares. The chapel is a very fine structure: it 
is adorned with elegant stalls, a noble organ gal- 
lery, and an altar-piece by West. The hall is 

spacious 
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tpacious, and adorned with namerons portraits of 
great men educated in this college; amongst others, 
Mr* Franklin pointed out to their notice, Lords 
Bacon and Rusael, Cowlej, Dryden, Coke, and 
Spebnan. The library not only contains a precious 
collection of books and manuscripts, but also a 
great number of curiosities, paintings, busts, and 
statues, which afforded the young people a fund of 
amusement. Amongst other elegant decorations is 
a magnificent painted window. The piazza under- 
neath the library led them into charming walks, 
formed by lofty limes and chesnut trees. Caius 
College received its name from a physician, who 
added a new court to it, with large endowments. 
He left an admirable lesson to the students, by the 
erection of three remarkable gates ; the first is placed 
at the entrance of the college, and is denominated 
the Gate of Humility, to show that that quality is 
the beginning of all excellence: the architecture of 
the second gate, which is placed in the middle, 
and is called the Gate of Virtue, is very beautiful: 
a third, which is the Gate of Honour, stands near 
the school, and is enriched with decorations of the 
Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian orders. The princi- 
pal court of Emanuel College, formed of a hand- 
some modern building, the hall, combination- 
room, and cloisters, is extremely beautiful. The 
ceiling of the hall is highly finished with fret*- work, 
and the walls lined with carved wainscoting. 
Mr. Franklin conducted hi| friends from college 

to 
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ia coU^i till they bad seen all but Kiog's, which 
he reserved to the last, as being by &r the most 
magnificent and beautiful of the whole. 

Id. some they were most struck with the pleasure- 
grottnde^ groves, vistas, and agreeable prospects; in 
others, the architecture, valuable libraries, pictures, 
statues, curiosities, columns, painted windows, and 
a variety of elegant ornaxnenfs, delighted the eye 
and amused the imagination. A minute account 
of each would be but a tireson^e repetition of 
similar objects. 

With King's College they began the morning, 
that they might be fresh for observation. The 
founder was Henry the Sixth. The chapel is 
considered as one of the mosC perfect specimens 
of Gothic architecture. This superb edifice is of 
a striking magnitude, and has a double roof; the 
inner, which is of stone, and in the form of a 
Grotfaic arch, is supported in a curious mauoer by 
the towers and buttresses, without the assists^nce of 
a aingte pillar. In Ube middle of this roof are fixed) 
%l equal distances, stones adorned with roses and 
portcutlisesi each supposed to weigh a ton. The 
construction of this extraordinary roof, and the 
disfposiUoo of these stones, is thought to exo^ 
the skill of any modern architect. The insides of 
the walls are adorned with carved stone, of inimita- 
ble woffkinaiiship. The grandeur of the choir made 
a CMrdble impression upon each of the company. 
It i8:paved with marbb from the end of the sitalls, 

of 
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of which there are two rows, of carved wood. It has 
twenty-six large windows, which, except the great 
one at the west end, left plain to give light to the 
chapel, are all painted with colours inconceivably 
beautiful, representing the events of the Old and 
New Testaments. The library is an ancient 
building, having nine small chapels connected 
with it. 

Leaving King^s College, with their minds filled 
with the grand objects it presents, they went to 
Addenbroke*8 Hospital, founded by a physician 
of the same name. It relieves annually seven 
hundred patients, being liberally supported by 
donations, &c. 

From the Botanic Garden they received a new 
species of pleasure. The large green-house, filled 
with curious exotic plants, bearing flowers of the 
most elegant forms and lively colours, particularly 
attracted the attention of Catherine and Louisa, 
who were very fond of flowers. The conduit, which 
stands in the front of the county hall, was built by 
Thomas Hobson, who amassed a large fortune by 
the profession of a carrier, and gave rise to the 
proverb, " Hobson's choice, or none,** by strictly 
adhering to the rule of letting out his horses to the 
students, in turn, so that each horse had an equal 
share of work. 

Bidding a reluctant adieu to Cambridge and its 
noble colleges, they pursued the road to Bedford, 
a clean, well-built, populous town, divided by the 

Onse, 
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Oase, so that it appears like two towns, joined by 
a handsome stone bridge. The river is navigable, 
and affords an opportunity of carrying on a consi- 
derable trade in coals, timber, malt, and corn. A 
vast number of poor are invited to settle here, by the 
free gifts they enjoy, from the produce of an estate, 
left to the poor of Bedford, now become very valu- 
able. John Bunyan, who wrote the Pilgrim's 
Progress, was the son of a tinker, who lived at a 
village near this town. Pomfret and JRowe, both 
sons of the muses, were natives of the county. 

On leaving Bedford, the lace manufacture, car- 
ried on in great perfection, invited them to Newport 
Pagnel, which is a sort of general mart for that in- 
genious fabric. 

The desire of seeing the celebrated seat and 
garden of Lord Temple at Stowe, was a motive 
for going to Buckingham, a decayed place, nearly 
surrounded by the Ouse. The church is modern 
and elegant. The making of lace is the general 
employment of the poor, as it is in most parts of 
this county. 

It is impossible to describe the pleasure of the 
young people on viewing the charming gardens 
of Stowe, where nature and art vie with each 
other, in assembling every thing which is delight- 
ful: — lawns, groves, temples, grottos, are intermixed 
with such taste, as at once to please and astonish 
the visitor who wanders amongst them. Jn the 
front of the house, which stands on rising ground, 

is 
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is a lawn open to the water, beyond which are 
two light payilioDs^ of the Doric order ; behind 
these rises a Corinthian arch, that marks the ap- 
proach to the mansion. Following the course of 
the lake, they came to the Temple of Yen us; and 
passing another lawn, reached a temple dedicated 
to Baccb us. Returning near the front of the house^ 
they entered the Elysian Fields by a Doric arch, 
through which appears, in perspective, a bridge 
and castellated lodge. The temples of ancient 
and modern Virtue are a contrast to each other : 
the first is a complete rotunda, adorned with the 
statues of ancient heroes; the latter in ruins, to 
show the degeneracy of modern times.. Within the 
precincts of the Elysian Fields stands the Temple 
of British Worthies, an edifice arranged with 
niches, filled with the busts of eminent characters. 
The Temple of Concord and Victory, erected ia 
honour of the late Earl of Chatham, of immortal 
memory, is a noble structure, backed by a winding 
valley, studded with groves and clumps of trees, 
interspersed with statues. At the end of a noble 
terrace stands the Temple of Friendship, adorned 
with the marble busts of some illustrious friends of 
the owner. 

Unwilling to quit these varied shades, till the 
last gleam of the sun had sunk behind the hills, 
our party wandered from place to place^ till tbey 
were compelled to retire to the inn at Bucking* 
bam. 

The 
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The next meniuig renewing thek jooraej ovet 
a rich tract, varied with snmVL bilk and vallejs, 
thejr came to Wpburn, near which stands the 
princely seat of the Duke of Bedford, surrounded 
by a park of several miles in circumfefence, bouivd- 
ed by a brick wall. Near the town are pits that 
yield fuller's earth, a valuable article used by the 
fullers for cleaning woollen cloth. 

Their next stage was Dunstable, where a num- 
ber of poor women offered them baskets of pretty 
straw-work^ ingeniously twisted into boxes, baskets, 
bats, bonnets, slippers, and a variety of other small 
articles. The temptation was irresistible, to Cathe- 
rine and her sister ; they pulled out their purses, 
and purchased several specimens of this light ware 
for their friends. Most of the poor women and 
children in this neighbourhood gain a livelihood 
by making lace or working in straw. 

Dunstable stands in a chalky soil. In the centre 
of the two principal streets, which cross each other, 
King Edward the First erected a beautiful cross to 
the memory of bis queen Eleanor, but it fell a prey 
to the brutal rage of the soldiery in the civil wars. 
The church is a noble vestige of ancient mag- 
nificence, being the remains of a priory of vast 
extent. 

Archbishop Cranmer pronounced the sentence of 
divorce, between the unfortunate Queen Catherine, 
and her capricious husband, Henry the Eighthi in 
this tow». Whilst her fate was depending, she 

resided 
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resided in the castle at Amptbill, a small market- 
town in the same county. 

An iioor or two^s ride brought theni to St. AI* 
ban^ named after Alban us, the first British martyr, 
to whose memory a splendid abbey was erected at 
this place ; the church of which, built at a later 
period, still serves tlie inhabitants for a place of 
worship. It is a large pile of building, worthy the 
attention of the curious, both for its antiquity and 
beauty. Amongst a number of monuments be- 
longing to the great men of remote ages, in this 
church, is one of King Offa, its founder; and an- 
other of Humphrey, the good Duke of Gloucester. 
In the church of St. Peter, they saw, with venera- 
tion, the monument of the great Lord Bacon. 

Afler viewing the abbey and churches, they 
walked to see the vestiges of the ancient city of 
Verulam, a place of importance in the time of the 
Romans. One part of tlie ditch is still visible, 
and the foundations of the walls may yet be traced. 
In and near this town were fought two battles, in 
the bloody wars of York and Lancaster : that in 
1455 was the first conflict between the parties, and 
terminated in favour of the Yorkists. The valiant 
Lord GlifiTord and the great £arl of Somerset were 
slain in it, and the king, (Menry the Sixth,) taken 
prisoner. The second battle, in 1461, ended in a 
complete victory to Queen Margaret, at the head 
of the LancastNans. In those disastrous times, an- 
other fierce engagement took place in the field of 

Bamet, 



Barncft, between St. Alban's and London, which 
proved decUive'in favour of Edward the Fourth; 
hi» great opponent, the king-making Earl of War- 
wick, being left dead on the ground. 

Reviewing this spot with a painful retrospection 
of 4bi8 calamitous transaction, they passed on to 
Ujibfidge,« considerable market-town, situated in 
a fertile couBtrjr, embdlisbed with villas* 

Mrs. Middleton now drew near home, and felt 
that invincible inclination to enjoy the comforts of 
her own house, which is so natural to those who 
value social enjoyments and the sweets of domestic 
life. 

Mr. Franklia urged that the tour of his pupUs 
was incomplete, without examining the numerous 
elegant towns, villages, and seats, that are so thickly 
strewed throughout the county of Middlesex, and 
especially the city of London, that emporium of 
riches, grandeur, and art. 

To this Mrs. Middleton had no argument to 
oppose, but that the capital of the British empire, 
and the county in which it stands, would of them- 
selves very properly form the tour of another year, 
when her children should have made a further 
progress in their studies, and have arranged in 
their minds the various objects of nature and art 
that had been presented to their observation in the 
present very long excursion ; from which she hoped 
tbey would reap considerable advantage, and be 
qualified, in the future course of their lives either 
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io amase theinseWes in the privacy of doniefctic 
leCirement, by recollecting (be varions scenes of 
entertainment and instruction they had lately en- 
joyed, or be better fitted for extending their ideas 
for fatore tours. 

Re acquiesced in the propriety of these senti- 
ments. The driver was ordered to go to Richmond, 
where they all arrived in health and safety. 
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FAMILY TOVR. 



(A. H.) 

A, CHAPTER U a commumty of ecclesiastics bebnging 
to a cathedral.or collegiate churchy consisting of canons or 
prebeadariesi of which the dean is the prime dignitary. 

Feudal times, — William the Conqueror introduced a sort 
of military government into this country, called the feudal 
system, of which he was the lord paramount. As sovereign, 
fie claimed the whole kingdom as his property, and par- 
celled it out to his nobles, for which tliey did homage, and 
owed him military service, when he called them to the 
field, either against a foreign enemy, or to keep his sub- 
jects in awe. In like manner they bestowed a part of 
their estates upon others, below them in rank, upon simi" 
lar conditions. These dependants entered into their pa- 
trons* quarrels, and enabled them frequently to carry on a 
petty war with each other, that was destructive to all order^ 
and that security which is the bond of society. 

(D) 

^rcW/tfrtttre is the art of building, applied to the diffe- 
rent purposes of life: and first, for domestic concerns, as 
houses, stabling, barns ; for devotion, as churches, temples^ 

pagodas. 
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pagodasy 5ec. ; for public transactions or amusement, as 
halls, prisons, hospitals, theatres. It is one of the most 
ancient of the arts, men being impelled by necessity to 
contrive a shelter from the weatjier, and the attacks of wild 
beasts. At first the hollow body of a tree, a cave, a hut, or 
a tent, satisfied their desire ; but as society advanced, they 
consulted oonvenience and comfort, and in process of time 
added the beauty of design, proportion, and ornament, to 
their first simple inventions. 

Gothic, is a term applied to any thing that relates to the 
Goths, an ancient people, originally inhabiting that part of 
Sweden called Gothland, whence they spread themselves 
io different parts of Europe. They introduced a peculiar 
kind of arcliitecture, that still retains this appellatioo> 
thoi^h it has been greatly improved by succeeding ages. 
Many of our ancient churches and castles are built in tbis 
style, which is distinguished by thick walls, heavy co- 
lumns, and semicircular or pointed arches. The Ara- 
besque, or modem Gothic, is lighter, and richly decorated 
\i\i\i ornaments. 

Westminster Abbey is a beautiful specimen of the 
Gothic, as St. Paul's Church is of the Grecian style of 
architecture. 

King Edward the Third besieged Calais. The valour of 
the citizens defended it for a long time; but at length they 
were obliged to yield to the conqueror, who, enraged at the 
opposition, determined to execute six of the principal 
burghers. Eustace de St. Pierre, and five others, with heroic 
patriotism, offered themselves as victims to his resentment. 
Queen Philippa, arriving from England at this juncture, 
was struck with admiration of their virtue, and with much 
entreaty prevailed upon her husband to pardon them. This 
event happened in 1346. 

(F) 



MOTES. 

(F) 
Boman MiHtwry H^at^, — Many vestiges remain, of the 
architectufe and public works of this people whilst they 
were masters of our island ; amongst which are four high'- 
ways", or roads. The first is called Watling Street, and 
begins at pover> passing by London^ in its coarse to Angle- 
sey in Walesa the second is named Ikenald Street: the 
third. Fosse Way: and the fourth, Erming Street; extend*' 
•ing, in different directions> almost from one extremity of 
ihe kingdom to the other. 

(6) 

Petrifactions are bodies, either animal or vegetable, 
frequently found at different depths beneath the surface of 
the earth, that appear in the exact form of the objects they 
represent ; but instead of the flesh and bones of fishes or 
'Other living creatures, or^he wood and leaves of trees, their 
texture is of stone, which has led inconsiderate observers 
io suppose tliat these bodies had been actually changed 
into stone, by lying a vast kingth of time in certain waters 
that have the property of thus altering their appearance; 
but this extraordinary transformation is more rationally 
explained by later liaturalists, who say that the pores, or 
imperceptible spaces between the minute paiticles of mat- 
ter that compose these bodies, are filled up gradually with 
stony particles deposited by the water, which also form a 
crust over tbe whole, taking' the exact form of its external 
figure. In the course of time the solid parts of the wbod, 
or other substance petrified, decay, and the stony partidel 
fill up the vacancies they have left : thus, by degrees, a 
/ body is composed, wholly of stony particle, in the same 
shape, having the same marks and indentures as the origin 
nal one, whatever it was, that was deposited in the water. 
Many petrifactions of leaves, shell-fish, and particularly 
X the 
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the bftck-bones of other fishes, have been found in the earth 
at a great distance from th^ sea, and even on the tops of the 
highest mountains ; which is an incontestable proof, remain- 
ing to the latest generations, of the truth of the univenral 
deluge, when the waters covered the earth, and, as they 
subsUled, left a variety of marine animals behind them, 
which in their process of decay became petrifactions, and 
are now silent witnesses of that awful event. 

(H) 
Galena, amongst mineralogists, expresses sometimes a 
species of poor lead ore; at others, it is applied to a glit- 
tering substance, very much resembling some of the plated 
ores of lead, but really containing none of that metal. It 
is more usually called mock-lead, and blende, or blinde. 

(•) 

Echo, is the repetition of a sound or voice, uttered in 
such a situation as to be reverberated, or sent back again, 
from some solid concave body, to the ear. 

Barrow, is an arti6cial hillock, or mount, found in many 
parts of England, and in some other countries. These 
mounts of earth are supposed to have been the sepulchral 
monuments of the Romans; though some of them are 
thought to have been raised by the Britons and Danes. 

They differ in their construction; some of them are sim- 
ply a heap of earth, whilst others are surrounded by trenches 
and crowned with a monumental stone. 

It was the practice of the ancients to burn their dead, 
and collect the ashes in an urn. Those nations who adopt- 
ed this custom considered it as a high mark of respect to 
the deceased to raise these heaps of earth and stones, 
brought from distant places, over the urns that contained 

the 
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the remains of their fnc&ds ; and the barrow wa» generally 
in proportion to the greatness, rank, and' power, of the 
person to whose memory it was erected. 

Cormarmd, is a large sea-fowl of the pelican krnd, nearly 
as large as a goose. It swims and dives well. It is a gteat 
destroyer of fish. Its feathers are of^a blackish colour, 
glossed with green. 

The cormorant is so greedy, and fishes so well, that he 
destroys more than a flock of some other birds. As he cah 
dive for a long time, and swims under water as swift as an 
arrow, his prey seldom escapes him : he is often obliged to 
throw it up into the air, and he catches it so artfully aS to 
swallow the head first, that he may not be hurt by th€ 
fins. ... •)!.•- 

. In China, they teach the Cormorant to fish for the use of 
man. His owner puts a ring round his heck, to hinder Y^i 
swallowing, and he brings the fishes to him as fast as he 
catches them. When his master is satisfied, he takes 
away the ring, and suffers the cormorant to fish for him- 
self. 

(M) 

. Eagk^^-The Eagle is a large bird of prey, with strong 
talons and beak. He carries away fawns, kids, lambs, 
hares, rabbits, and a great many other little animals; and 
soiiietimes they have seized young infants In their sharp 
talons, and fed their young with them. 

The £ag|e is very clear-sighted, but. has not so keen a 
smell as the vulture : he never eats any thing he does not 
kill, and when he has satisfied himself, never returns to 
the same carcase. Its nest is formed of great sticks, lined 
with rushes an^ heath, and is of a flattish shape. There 
are many kinds of them : amongst others, the Osprey, or 
X 2 Sea- 
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Mirtiiig dotm upon tbetn as Utfy twim oear the avrfiiGe of 

the water. 

<») 
i<n>iriii A Spenisk tetm,. -dgntfjong a. ihok of men 

'fif war. 

. The 4irn»d«» with vliick the Spataiardb attennted f 
•iof ade England^ in the time of Qaeen Eiisabetb, k fimotit 
hi hui^ilf « li was pictlar destioyecl hy a «tcinpeBt> and 
§u^ aobdqed hy the English Jtet. 

. PetfikHtHiiy is fortsfication, is fomeil ol several graot 
jifccta oC irood. joined across one amtber, lilss a hanow^ 
and each pointed at the bottom with iron. In forniev 
4uiiesithese weteinmg: over the gateway»4ifibrtiied friaoes, 
4o be neady to be let dawn^ in case o^ a sarpriae^ whes the 
aaeaqr vhall come soiqniokas isot to aUow time 4o shot the 



Suartz, 4s a stone frequently found with ores, and some^ 
•times where there are none. Some pieces are of a sparry 
leaEture^ and when unmixed avo white and- thick-; whilst 
othert aoe ttanspavotit Kke glassy, and are .then colltdr i«eek 
•oryitaU 

(a) 
Hfvicmti, wafttheaoOiof Jupiter and Jotto, affd thehuslbsmd 
<if Venusi He was very diSagreeaMe in >ft9 person. It 
is said.tiiat he fonged thonder for Jhpiler^ forwhtcbhe 
was called tihe smith of the gods, and the patron of 
artificers m ifop. His tabled Mfe; m general; was « pattera 
of industry. 

<*> 



(A) 

The Cyclops were a hai:dj mad,mni said iprbe tliecpmw 
paQions of Vulcan^ They are described as of gigantic 
atatue^ and as having but OQe eye^ which was placed in 
the wMjile ictf their fbfeiwa4. AltegoricaUy eonMvMd, 
they ivpveseiitod man . iii^ a savage state^ directed vkieOf hy 
tbe sense of sigM> Aod having no other nestraistlfaaa tkit 
«f hraUl Um». 

(*) 

ffldtpering Gallery.^Tfm siirfyrtstfig effedt is oaiiw4 hyi 
the voice being applied to a smooth wall, of either a circular 
or oval form, whence, by repeated reflections from one 
part to another, it passes to a considerable distance, and' 
appears close to the ear of the person placed opposite tO' 
the speaker. 

In ancient times the prison- of Dionysi us, at Syracuse, 
which increased a soft whisper to a loud noise, and the 
clapping of a man*s hand to the sound of a cannoir; with> 
the Aqueducts of Claudius, which are said to have carried' 
a voice sixteen miles, were much celebrated. 

(T) 
Bustardi is a large bird something, like a turkey; In the 
male, just below the tongne, is a p,ouch, that is large enough 
to hold seven pints of waten As this bird frequents dry 
situations, such as heaths and commons, it' is thought that 
this pouch serves him as a reservoir of water for the hen 
when she sits, or the young before they can fly. Their food 
is grass, grain, seeds, the leaves of various plants, worms, 
and slugs. Instead of a nest, the Bustard digs a little hole 
in the ground, in which she lays two eggs, and sits on them 
thirty days. Though so large^ they are very cowardly, 
which perhaps arises from the difliculty they have of raising 
themselves from the ground ; for when they are pursued 

they 
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they will run for milct^ flapping their wings, without at- 
tempting to fly from their enemy. 

' («) 
BMop BlaUe lived in the time of the Boman £mperor 
JOtoclesian, and suffered martyrdom, fie is esteemed by 
the vulgar as the inf entor of the art of wool-combing» and 
a figure representing him always forms part of the procession 
in honour of the woollen trade ; though the art was certainly 
known long before his time, nor can a sufficient reason be 
assigned for this erroneous opinion. 
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N, S. The figures refer to the pages. 

Richmond,!. •••.... Surry* 

Windsor, 3 • BerKshirc. 

Eton, 13. Slough, 14 Bucks. 

Maidenhead Bridge, 16. .v.. Berkshire. 
Henley, 16. Oxford, 17. WoodO 

stock,22. Blenheim, 25. Ban- >Oxfordshire, 

bury, ib. J 

Stratford upon Avon, 25. War-"! 

wick, 2o. Coventry, 28. > Warwickshire. 

Birmingham, 30. J 

Lichfield, 35. ^ . . . . ^ Staffordshire. 

Derby, 36. Matlock, 39. CroraO 

ford,40.A8hbourn,41. Bake- I ri-^i;-.,«jt.v-. 

well,42.StonyMiddleton,43. >J^^rhjfshtre. 

Baxton,i6. The Peak, 44. J 
Manchester, 50. Worsley, 53r 

Warrington, 54. Liverpool, 

ih. Prescot, 57. Latham, ib. 

Wigan,t6. BoIlon,5d. Pres- 
ton, ifr. Garstang, t6. Lan- 
caster, ib. 
Hornsby, 62. Kirby Lonsdale, *! 

t&. Kendal, t6. Sedgwick, 65. > Westmorland. 

Windermere Lake, ib. J 

Ulver8ton,6{>. ConistonMere,|2,fl;iCfl5Atre. 



yLancashire. 



70. 
Ambleside, 70. Grasmere, 71.,' 



Westmorland. 

Keswick, 
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Keswick, 7S. Derwent Water,'^ 

r4. Skiddaw,t6« Borrow- ] 

dale, 76. Carli0k,79. Vh- yCuwiberlantf. 

water, 88. Patterdale, ». | 

Penrith, 83. J 

Wh^field Ch.«, 85. Apple- ^ jTestnu^rla^. 

Settle, 85. Vale of Kingsdale,-^ ^ 

87. Gragaretb,88. logletoo, 

ib. Whernsidc, ib. ingle- 

borou^b, ib. C(^apel-iD-the- 

Dale,&. Lee()f,91'. Ponte- 

fract, 99. Sheffield, 100. Ro- 

therhanii 101. Doncaster, j^. 

York, Ira. Knare8tK>raQgh, 

105.Hanowgate,)06. Qever- 

\ey. 109.*Han, JAv Bridling- 

ton, 110. Scarbotrouirb^ S. 

Whit|>j,118. , 

Stockton, 113. Bishop Auk- 
land, 114. Oarham, 115. 
Newcastle, 116. Morpeth, 1S|, 
Berwick, 1S6. 



> Yorhkir<. 



^Durham, , 
Northifmb^rhmA 



SCOTLAND. 

Dunbar,l«8. ' Easi Loihkm. 

Edinburgh, 129 Mdmbmgh. 

Linlithgow, 134 JLmlUkgow. 

Falkirk, 135. Carroo,t6. BanO ^^ ,. ^ 

nockburn, 137. Stirii»gtt*/^^*«ff' 
Dunbhuie, 139. Perth, 140,1 ^ ^r 

Couper, 142. Scone, ifi. f^etih. 
St. Andrew's, U%. .,....,., lifeshire. 
Dundee, 146. F<>rfar, 147. \ . 

Breehin,tft. Montrose, ». /^«^W. 

Aberdeen, 



Aberdeen, 155. Peterliead,158. Aberdeen. 

Banfl; 159. Callen,t». Bat^ihire. 

Elgin^ 159. ...... ^........ Murray. 

Nairn, 160 Kaim. 

Inverness, 160* ............ Imvemtst, 

Dingwall, 161. Taia^ «&.... Ross: 

Domocb) 16J SuiherlmkL 

Dungsbj Bay, 161. ........ Caithness. 

Fort Augustas, 172. Glenelg,! j,^^^^,^ 

IsleofSkie, 174. 

Isle of Raasj, 176. 

Isle of Jona, ISO. 

Isle of Mull, 184. 

IsleofStafia,j&. 

IsleofScabra, 19S. 

Oban, 194. Inverary,fft, Loehl j , , . 

Awe, 196. Tar&rt, 197. )^rgt,leshtre. 
Loch Lomond, 197. Dum-l r\ ^ . 

barton, 201. ]Dufniarton. 

Great Canal, ^05. 

Glasgow, 203 Lanerk. 

Paisley,$OS. Renfrew. 

Lanark, 905 LanerL 

Moffat, 208. Dumfries, ib. . • Dumfries^ 
Isle of Man, 214. 
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Dublin, 224. Arklow, 233,-^ 
Newborougb,t6. Enoiscor- I 
thy, ib. Wexford, ib. Ross, | 
234. Tifamore,f6. Water- >Limffer. 
ford, ib. Clonmel, 235. I 
Dungarvon,tft. liismore,tA. I 
Aatfacormuck,ft. J 

Cork^ 
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yConnaught. 



Cork, 235. Killarncy, 848A 

Tralee, S54. Ardfert, t*. 

Lbtowell, 355. Tarbat, ib. yMunster. 

A<lare, ib. Limerick, 256. 

Killaloe, 257. , 
Ijongh Rea, 258. Gmviny, ibr 

Lough Carrib,t5. Caatlebar, 

259. BaUymoate.fft. Sligo, 

260. 
Enniskinen,S60. Lough Earne,^ 

261. Ballyshannon^tft. Done- j 

£1,262. Raphoe,f5. Lon- 
nderry,t6 Coleraine, 26S. I 
Giants' Causeway, 264. BeiUylHster. 
liroony,t&. Antrim, t6. Lough 
Neagli, ib. Belfast, 265. 
Hillsborough, ib. Armagh, 
ft. Newry,266, 
Dundalk, 266. Drogheda, ibr\ 
Slane^fft. Summer Hill, 267. 
Ktlcock,t6. Mount Melltck, yLdnsi^. 
a. BaUy0akill,f6. Kilkea- 
ny,268. J. 

Ross, 268. Waterford, ib, . . .Mumter* 



ENGLAND. 

St. I vc's, 272. Land's End, tfi.") 

Penzance, 276. Mount St. 

Michael, ib. Helstoh, 277. 

Falmouth, ib. Truro, 278. yComwaU. 

Fowey,284. St. AusUe,285. I 

Lestwithiel,286. Leskeard, 

287. J 

Plymouth, 288. Totness,291.'S 

Brixham, 292. Exeter^ ». I r>,:,^,|,,,, 

Honiton,293. AEtoinater, f^^^^'^^*^'^^- • 

294. y, .. 

Taunton, 
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Taunfon»S99. IsleofAthelney,^ 

300. Bridgewater^fft. Scdg- ( 

moor, 30 1 . Gladtonbary , tft . > SomersHskire. 

Wells, 303. Bath, 307. Bris- 

tol,S10. J 

Droit wich, 317... Worcestershire. 

Chester, 317. Cheshire. 

Wrexham, 318 Denbighshire. 

Mold, 319. Fliht,i6. Holy.l jjj^^^^,y^^ 

well, ib. J 

Ruthin, 322. Denbigh, S23J Denbiehshire. 

St. Asaph, 323. Flintshire. 

Llanrwst,324 Denbighshire. 

Conway, 324 -• Camaroonslwre. 

Carnarvon, 329 Carnarvonshire. 

Cardiff, 354. Glamorganshire. 

Forest of Dean, 368. Berkley,") 

ib. Gloucester, 361. CheU i 

tenhaiD,362. iff ivkchcomhe^ y Gloucestershire, 

363. Coteswold Hills, ib.\ 

Fairford,t6. Cirencestcr,364. J 

Bath, 365 Somersetshire. 

Bradford, 366. Wiltshire. 

Shaftsbury, 866. Lyme Regis,"^ 

367. Charmoath,t&. Brid- 

Grt, 3^. Abbotsbury, ib. 
elcombe Regis, ^6. . Wey- 
mouth, ib. Isle of Portland, ^ Dorsetshire. 
369. Dorchester, 370. Ware- 
ham, 371. Isle of Parbecfc, 
ib. Poole, 372. , Wimborn, 
373. 
Chriatehiirdij 373. New Fo-\ jr^^^.i.v^ 
'est, 37*. Lymington, 375. J-'^^^^"*'^^- 

Yarmouth, 



YamoBth, 376. SL tt(kii%> , , . 

384. Cowes, 385. Newpmt, WsU of Jrigkk 

ib. CniOmmkySaS, J 

Porismoulh, 388. Gwpoit,! 

389. Sonthanpton^ 390. yHamp^n. , 

RMwy, ail. J 

SMOmj, SW. WiUoD, 393. 1 ^^^^^^ 

Amesbwry) 90S. J 

Winchester^ 396* * - Hmif^skit$* 

Chichester, 400. Arundel, ibr) 

New 8lioffel»ai,401. Blright- 

helmstone. t^. Lewes, 402, >Stm€S. 

Biltel,»&. HasMng8,ift. Win- J 

Chelsea, f». %e,403. J 
FolWone, 405. Dover, ib.'\ 

Deal, 406. Ramsgate, 407. | 

Mai^e,ifr. Gantecburjr, t6. ] 

PeFerehaiii,409. Maidstone, )^K€niF. 

ib. Tunbridtfe Welb, 410- 

Tunbridge, 41 L Weitef- 

ham, t6. Gravescfid, ib^ 
Tilbury, 418. Hooidon, sfi.S 

Bi4lertcaj,414. logatcfltone, 

ib. Chelmsford, t6. Maldea, \Es9ex.- 

ib. Kelvedon, 415. Col- 

cheskr,4I6. Harwicb,417J . . 
Ipswich, 418. Needham, 431 / 

Stowmarket, tA. St.. Ed- VSii^Af. 

mund's Bury, ib. j 

Newmarket, 4S4 CambrUgeshhrm^ 

Mildenhall, 435 &#>». 

Thetford, 486. Attlebowra^hj-^ T 

ib. Windham, ib. Norwich, { 

426. Yarmouth, 498. North ^ Norfolk. 

Walsham, 429. Cromer, i6« [ 

Fakenharo,431* LynD,43S.J 

Wisbeaoh>434. ..i. « QMiridge$Ure. 

Crowiand^ 
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€rowland,434. Spalding, 437. "1 

Boston, 438. Tatlersall, ib. \ Lincolnshire. 

Lincoln, ib. J 

Newark, 439. Nottinghamshire 

Stamford, 439 .'--.--- Lincolnshire* 

Peterborough, 446 Nortkamptonsh. 

Cambridge, 444 Cambridgeshire ' 

Bedford, 448. Bedfordshire. 

Newport Pagncl, 449. Buck- 1 ^^^/^^ 

ingham, t6. / 

Woburn,451.. Dunstable, tft. Bedfordshire. 

St. Alban's, 452 Herts. 

Uxbridge,453 Middlesex. 
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By PRISCILLA WAKEFIELD, 

Are published by DARTON, HARVEY, * DARTON, 
Nof 55 fOracechMrck^Sirettt London, 



INSTINCT DISPLAYED, in A Collection of 
well-autbeDticated Factg, exemplifjing the extraordi- 
narj Sagacity of Tarious Species of the Animal Crea- 
tion. Price 5s. boards. 

An INTRODUCTION to the Natural History and 
Classification of INSECTS. In a series of familiar 
Letters. With illostratife GngraTiogs, Price 5s. 

boards. 

• . 1 .. . • 

EXCuksiONS IN NORTH AMERICA, de- 
scribed in Lettersi from a Gentleman and his young 
Companion, to their Friends in England. With an 
accurate Map. Price 58. 6d. in boards. 

*• The publications of tbit 9ooomp1iihed female, wonld 
Ibemselvet form a respectable Jarenile Library. They all bear 
eTident marks of great judgment, cxteasire readiof , and the 
purest sentiments of morality. The present is an elegant and in- 
teresting compilation, from the works of Jeflferson, Weld, &c. 
The chapter, or rather letter, which gives the narfative of an 
Indian chief oonoemiog the war between the Americans and some 
of the Indian tribes^ is original and exceedingly curious. A neatly 
executed Map is pre^xed, and we have no scruple in recommending 
the publication altogether, as very proper, not only for young 
persons, but for all who wish to see the best part of the most 
popular writers on the subject of North America, judiciously ex- 
tracted and neatly put together.'*— ArtViM Criiicj Sept. 1806. 



PriidUa Wakefielis Works. 

THE JUVENILE TRAVELLERS; containinf t 
the Remarks <ff s FnaXtf dariag a Tour through the 
princlpd States and Kingdoms of Europe; with an 
Accooot of their Inhabitants, Natural Productions, 
and Curiositi^ With a: coloured' Map of Europe. 
Eleyenth Editimi, hu y ufwL Price Bs. 6d. in boards. 

<• We have had frequent oocaiion to oommcnd thu lady'f zeal 
and ardour in the cau e of yeuifes and we are always happy to 
perme the progreteiTe prodnctioni of her pen. 13iey are all, and 
eqoallyy diatniuished by.-freat ^^ood sense and the sonndest 
jndi^ment; and exhibit manifest proofs of much and extensive 
knowledge of honian life and manaert. 

** Dr. Mayor's Collection of Trarels is excellent is in its kind; 
iui this itriMre immediaiely ^apt^d for ChUdren adeandng towards 
.^ftrf*.— We have no ^onht of its tasdns." 

BfUiBhOriHey Octoboi^ 1811. 

PERAMBULATIONS m LONDON AND ITS 
ENVIRONS; comprefaendiog an Historical Skrefch <k 
4he aiiCiemi;SM« and CVocress p( tiie BaiAk Metro*^ 
polls, a consiie Description.ol itf« present Stata^ No* 
iicee of Eminefit PeraMms, ob^ a short Account of the 
surrounding YiHn§m^ in Letter^. Derigned for 
Young, Persons. Widi eight ^ograyed Views of the 
pvhicipal Public Buildings^ and a Plan of London. 
Price 6s. 6d« in boards. • 

** The industry which mast have been exerted in coHectHig 
the materials for this Tolufne, is equalled by the ^od sense 
witli which they are selected and arranged. Vte know not 
a publication on the same subject, which affords so mntJk 
information in so little a compass, and adapted not only to 
the gratification of harmless curiosity^ but also to that of 
antiquarian research; since it relates the time and the ocea- 
sion on which every public building was founded; while the 
. hlstorifenl 
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historical events or aaeodotes which are ponnected with them, 
are judiciously introduced. 

" We have received entertainment from the perusal of this 
'worlr, and we cannot recommend it too highly to our young 
readers, nor, indeed, to all those who wish to be concisely ac- 
quainted with the history, manufactures, and institutions of the 
British Metropolis.*'— If onM/y Review^ Dec. 1810. 

AN INTRODUCTION to BOTANY, in a Series 
of familiar Letters^ with illustrative Engravings. The 
Fourth Edition. Price 48. in boards — This work 
may be also had with the Plates coloured agreeably to 
nature, price 7s. in boards. 

*' The design of this little volume is to cultivate in young per- 
sons a taste for the beauties of nature, and to lead, by the ea<«iest 
and most familiar steps, to a knowledge of Botany. The style is 
clear and agreeable ; the examples well selected ; and for a more . 
complete elucidation are added several plates, engraved with 
neatness and clearness.*'.— i7rt7isA Critic, Oct. n97, 

DOMESTIC RECREATION; or Dialogues iUas- 
trative of Natural and Scientific Subjects. Price 
2s. 6d. half bound and lettered. 

*' A pleasing collection of conferences, supposed (o have passed 
between a mother and her children. They are conveyed in an 
easy, familiar, and agreeable manner % cannot fail of engaging 
the attention of youth, for whose service they are intended $ and 
■Bttst contribute to their instruction and improvement.*' 

Monthly Rivicne, Oct. 1806, 

LEISURE HOURS ; or Entertaining Dialogues be- 
tween Persons eminent for Virtue and Magnanimity. 
Price ?s. 6d. half bound. 

** This work contains the fruits of the Leisure Hours of an in- 
genious and approved writer. Young readers, who peruse it 
with atteniioD, will oertainly find muob amusement, and It will 



PriieUlM Wmk^fiMB Worki. 

be Hieir own Amit If they d* ^»t derfra toivoveBMiil flmn this 
▼olame, ia Tariont ways.**— GaiarilMii •/ J B A waH tn, .^tfiiy. 180ti 

MENTAL IMFROVEMENTi or, the Beauties 
and Wonders of Nature aad Art; io a Series of in* 
stmctive CoorersatloBS. The Fifth Editioo. Tw» 
▼ols. half bound, hu 

««Alr,eiirth, aedw^r,aU¥rli« their WfitrHwaoMf to wlikh 
erf added tlie Qperatkwf ef luunan i kill and laboor, to render 
n^tnrai prodnctioiit beoeftcial and eotertalniai^. ** MwMy Beviem* 

JUVENIJ4E ANECDOTE81 Iei»iide4 m Faets* 
Two Tols. half boand, 38. 

** These little Toliunet must be particaladj interesting to 
children, on aoooimt of the examples they exhibit being; copied 
immediately from natures and the reflections oocatioaally made 
by the compiler of them, are such ^s might be expected from the 
name they carry with them in the title-page, sensible ^nd ap- 
pfopriate/*->OaerdMMi of J^ducaiiw* 

SKETCJiES QF HUMAN MANNEHS; deli- 
neated ID stories, intended to illustrete the Characters, 
Religion, and singular Custons, of the Inhabitants of 
4iflerent parts of Ae World. Price 9s. 6d. half bonud. 

*« This little Tofamie contains a nnmberof eatwlainioff ttoriea* 
leplete with ineenioea inforaMtien»«nd eeeh and nU oomeyuif a 
useful and impressi?e moial. They era mnch in the Ttfliwrr of 
Florian's Tales, and suy in nil reapecta endere a cempaiiann 
with these of that elesanl Fn^ch writer.*' 

BrUish CriU<h^ XhQtmber^ 1807. 



The TRAVSQJSR hi AFRICA; containing mn^ 
Account of the Antiquities, Nature^ Curiosities, «Qd 
Inhebitants, of such Farts, of that Contuieiit sjid its 
Islands^ as hate been most e4;pb>fed by Ewr ofesRS* 
The ponle traeeii^on a Ma^ Foe the EnlerlniBiDCttt 
of Toung Perrons. Price fis. Od. in boards. 

BOOKS 



BOOKS 
PuhU$htd by Daiiam^ Harvey 9 4* Darton^ 

UTILITY; or, Stketch^f of Oomeitic Education. 
By the Jhih^ir of the " YQung BotaniiUj'' ^c. 

** Tliis 18 a superior little tnct forthe formfttion of tlieyoatfa* 
fal mind. The faitrodiiction poiaesaes much interest 1 and the 
system which gradaally leads the pupil to knowledg^^ is admi- 
rahlycondoQted,— Critical Steview^ Sept. 1815. 

DOMESTIC PLEASURES; or, the Happj Fire^ 
side. Illustrated bj interesting CooTersations. By 
F. B. Vaux. Price 48. 6d. boards. 

ANIMATED NATURE; or, Elements of the Na* 
tural History of Animals, illastrated by short Histories 
and Anecdotes, and intended to afford a Popnlar View 
of the Linnaean System of Arrangement. For the Use 
of Schools. By the Rw. fV. Bingley^ A. M. FeUow 
of the Linnaean Society, and late of Peterhouse, Cam- 
bridge. Price 69. in boards. 

This worlc has been prepared in the hope of affordui^ such 
a simple and amusing^, and at the same time such a systematical 
introduction to Zoolof^y, as mig^ht induce young persons to an 
earnest pursuit of the study of natural history. 

The CONVERSATIONS of EMILY. From tb^ 
French. Price 3s. 6d. lialf bonnd, roan backs. 

Great Areedom has been taken in renderiof this celebrated work . 
into English, in order to aeoommodate H more fuDy. to the. 
tastes and manners of our young readers. 

LADIES* ASTRONOMY. Translated from,* tiie 
French of j£&oM» ss Lalavd^ by Mrs, W* Pengree* 
Price 38. boards. 



liookffor youths 

Tie HISTORY of LITTLE DAVY»» NEW HAT. 
Price 28. half bound. 

The ZOOLOGICAL GAME: a Set of Cards, cal- 
culated to coDTey a Knowledge of the Elements of that 
pleasing and important Branch of Nataral History, the 
Animal Creation. In a neat case, price 8s. 

The Principal Events in the LIFE of MOSES, and 
in the Journej of the Israelites from Egjpt to Canaan. 
By Henry Lacy. Illustrated by 15 EograTings. 
Price 3s. neatly half bound, roan backs. 

GUSTAVUS, or the Macaw. Price 2s. 6d. half 
bound. 

QUESTIONS on the HOLY SCRIPTURES, to 
be answered in writing as Exercises at School, or in the 
Coarse of Pri?ate Instruction. By John BMari 
Price 3s. bound. 

'< The author has evidently taken great pains to render his 
work complete and serviceable) and its circulation, we doubt 
not, will reward that care, which a mere manufacturer of 
books would not have bestowed on such a compilation. 

^* A sensible summary or description of each ISook, is 
prefixed to the Questions, founded on its contents, and 
several articles of miscellaneous information are Tery properly 
iBtrodnced."i— £c/^cric tLkvim, 

A SHORT and EASY METHOD of PRAYER. 

From the French of Lai/^ Guion. Neat PodLet £di«- 
tion, price Is. 

FAMILIAR LETTERS, addressed tp Children 
a^nd Young Persons of the Middle RanM?:. Price 38.^ 
in boards. ^ 
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